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grandeur of the sconery of this diatriot—valuable quality of the ‘land when clonrail of 
the troda—now sawmills about to bo orectod—tho ground is boing xapidly cleaved of 
troog, and sown with Hnglish grapos—tho land chiefly ocoupled for grazing purposes, for 
which it is woll sulted—Crofton, intended for a teototal township—splondid now fron 
bridge ab Wanganui, the noxt most {mporianh town to Wollington—monumont to tho 
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4 Qhnpela in tho Olty of Wollington—all roligious denominations aro roprosonted in tho 

} Meovittes~Hduantion~the sohoola ato mally } and are wholly uascatariin-—thors arg 

Jilzo gomé good private schools—Charitablo Institutions—ITougo René in towns—-cost of 
odlhg Cottages in tho country—Building Soolotios—thoir snocossful oparations, 
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INTRODUCTION, 


OO 


LT ordor that this Handbook may be fairly estimated, it is necessary to éxplain tho 
manner of ita peparation, Most of the works about ‘Now Zenland have boot written 
sither by those who have mado only a short visit to the Colony, or who, possessing on 
noquaintance with some particular part or parts of the two Islands, have beon still unablo, 
powarer much inclined, to do justice to the several Provirises into which New Zealand 
is divided, 

The colonization of Now Zenland has beon conducted by several communities, which, 
as organized and initiated, were perfectly distinct in their chavacter, their objects, the 
bonds that held them together, and their plans of operation, As might bo oxpected, the 
isolation in which these communities dwelt assisted for some time to intonsify the dis- 
tinctness of their chuvacteristics, Of Inte years, the isolation has yielded to tho inter 
cotuse consequent upon larger facilities of communication. At first, some of the Prov 
vinces eocasionally hoard news of each other more rapidly from their communioations 
with Australia than from their direct communications, But for many years past 
steamers have abounded on the coast, and there hag been much intcroommunication, 
‘Tho consequences are that the Provinces know moro of cach other; thoy have in many 
cases exchanged settlers and residents; and tho old oxclusiveness has assumed rathor a 
character of ambitious competition for pre-eminence in the race for wealth and material 
advancement, The railways and roads which are being constructed will much increase 
tho intercommunication between different parts of the Colony, and will tond to further 
reduco tho Provincial jealousy that still survives. But not fora long time to como, if 
ayoty will es characters the settlements received from their enrly founders be entirely 
obliterated, 

Tho object of this Handbook is to give to those who may think of making tho 
Oolony their home or tho theatre of business operations, an iden of New Zealand from 
a Néw Zoaland point of viow. ‘To do this, it was nocessnry to recognize tho distinctions 
which have hoon already explained, No ono man in Now Zenland could faithfully 
interpret the local viows of tho various Provinces, It was, therefore, detorminor that 
the books should consist of » number of pnpora, some devoted to tho Colony ng a whole, 
bul moss of them independent accounts of aeparato localities, In editing those papors, 
tho difflonity arose of Teolding whother to permit e certain amount of overlapping of 
nurative, some little discrepancy in statement of facts, and yot larger diffaonco in 
glaboiation of views, or to xo tono down the papers as ronily to fruatiate the purposo 
which led to their separate preparation, The deoision was in favour of preserving tho 
distinctness of the prpers, oven at the risk of affording grounds for carping criticism, 
Tn somo of the papors, extravagant exhibitions of local favouritism have been much 
tohed down, but enough has boen left to supply clear evidenco to the render that thero 
is hardly a Province it New Zealand, tho resicents in which do not considor ib specially 
favoured in some respects beyond all tho othor Provinces, ‘To ignore this feeling—the 
Jogitimate ond in some respects valunblo outcomo of tho original system of sebtlement— 
would be to fuil to convey a homely view of Now Zoalond. 

Té must bo clesrly understood that whon, directly or hy implication, comparisons 

‘yro instituted between different Provincos, they aro the writer's, not the oditor's, 
Nob that is should be supposed the Provinces of the Colony are uniform in their 
dnditions, A long lino in tho ocoan, tronding nearly north and south, Now Zealand, 
forth aven, oxtends over many degrees of latitude, and possesses much variety of clinmawe, 

heré ds also wido variety in natural and hysical features, and in resourcos, whether 
Hithotal or agricultural, In “specialities,” therofore, there is no doubt much difforence 
«Hi tha ogpabilities of the Provinoss, and perhaps, to some oxtent, ib would be well if this 
“Worelmor gonorally admitted, and offorts were mado to develop in cach Provineo its own 
prop gpm Success naturally mduces imitation, and hence, porhaps, tho oxist« 
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ing industries may have become too deeply grooved. ‘Cho fact ihnt sheop and whoat 
have been so successful in the South, does not make it a necessary consequence that they 
are the most suitable productions for the North. Amongst the benefils an influx of 
population will bestow on the Colony, may be anticipated that of an impetus being givon 
to new industries, suitable to the ciroumstances of the several parts of the Colony, but 
which in the early days wero overlooked. 

Those who inoline to make New Zealand their home should not form extravagant 
antioipations of it, It is not pared with gold, nor is wealth to be gained without indus- 
try. Our countrymen of the United Kingdom may form an iden of it if they suppose it 
to bo a very thinly-peopled country, with numerous points in common with the Islands 
of Great Britain, but possessing, on the whole, a much better climate, free from pruperisnt, 
mote free from ptajudices of class, and; therefote, opening to the industry and bility of 
those who have not the adventitious tid of family connections to help them, a botter road 
to advancement; a country in which there ig a great varlety of natural rosotrues, and 
which, therefore, npperls to persons of much varioty of taste; a county which may 
boast of some of the most magnificent scenery in the world; e country in which the 
natural wonders of many pats of the globe are congregated. Norway, for example, 
would not be bos rig of the flords of the West Coast of the Middle Island; the 
glaciers there would also respectably contrast with glaciers elsewhere, Tha hot 
aptings of the Lake district are more marvellous than the geysers of Iceland. It isa 
country with on immense oxtent of seaboard compared with its area, with splendid 
harbours, many, if not extensive, rivers, fine agricultural Iand, magnificont forosts, 
and Inatly, one which, beaides possessing in abundince the key to manufactuting 
wealth —coal—has alluvial and quaits gold deposits, in working which, those whioso 
tastes incline them to mining mby always find 2 liveliltood, with the possibility of 
attaining large wealth by a lucky discovery. ‘Though sparingly populated, it is not 
denied the benefits whtich scionco hay opened to modern civilization, ‘The telegraph 
piace its length and Ineadth, andl asilways ae being constructed throughout it. 

n course of time, it must carry a population of millions, and every acio of available 
Jund must become valuable, Yet with the knowledge that this must bo, there is go 
Mitte enpital, not ogited for industrial uses, that millions of acres of Jund ave opon to 
purehass at prices which, a gonoration hence, will probably répesent their yeazly rent. 
There are not many instances of vast acoumnlations of wealth in individnal'hahds, It 
would be as difficult to find 9 millionaire in New Zenland, as it would be in England to - 
find a labourer enjoying anything approaching the advantages enjoyed by tho Now 
Zealand labourer, “Monoy is more widely distributed, ‘The small tradeamah, tha mo- 
chanio, or labourer, in short, any one who is fitted to make New Zealand his homa, and 
who is not incapaoitated by ill health, may, with ordinary frugality and industry, nnd, : 
without denying himself a fair share of worldly enjoyment, savo money, and becoms, if’ 
his ambition point in that direction, a proprietor of nores, 

Now Zealand has, epparontly, whon tested by its population, a honvy public debt; 
nt when tried by tho only true test, the burden wife the debt boars to the oam- 
ings of tho people, i¢ compares favournbly with older and moro soltled countiles, 
though the publio debt of tho Colony includes works, such as railways, water-wotla, 
roads, and bridges, which in other countries aro cither tho results of folttt-sétole 
enterprise, or of local taxation, or of loans not inaluded. in the panoral indobteduidas, 
Again, in the Colony, against the pute debt there is to ba placed an immetise and 
yalttible eatate in the land which still belongs to the Crown, ‘Tho charge por hoad 
upon thé population, on account of New Zonlond’s public debt, takén as & wholo, tag 
soino months since computed to be £1, 17s, 4d, pot annum, ‘That total wid thus 
comporod:-—On aocount of Colonial indebtedness, exclusive of Publio Works and 
Provincial, 188. por head; on account of Public Works, 63. Sd.; on dccount of- 
Brovinolal Loans, 12s, 8d. 3 malting together £1. 176, 4d, But taking the tesb of 
the average earnings of the population, the charge por head on account of New 
Healt total indghtodness, is computed to bo 24 an cont, on the average eamings, 
Whil in the United Kingdom it has beh sonata t 98, and in the United States, 
ab 2:7 piok odnt, In the formtor, tho cost of failivayd, thd of othe’ publio workd whioh 
ae i tofptdied, ds “Colonial,” ta riot indludéd ¢ ini thé Jatter, the Stato debts nro 
ficluded) Bxelustve of Piovinoial ifidobtednesd, f Colonial debt, including that fox 
shilways tnd sotid dther pablio works, is donipated fo bé équal to an annual, ohargo por 
Head of About 16 pet cont, on the nvamgd enrhings o, the population, The Provin. 
dal indehtedneds jg sébined oh tho Crown Jnnds, and these, at a modérate eatimite, 
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ara worth ab Teast four times the amount af the Provincial debts. It ig to bo 
romembored that fresh arrivals, from the inexensed wanis thoy crente and work thoy 
supply, not only participate in tho average of earnings but on tho whole add to tho 
avornge, whilst they diminish the amouné por head o the indebtedness of the country, 
So that what is going on in Now Zealand, and what will continue to go on tintil_the 
Colony is reasonably peopled, is a tendency to increase tho average earnings and to 
diminish the averaga burden of tho publio debt, or if that debt is being added to, tho 
average burden on the profits of the people may still romain uninoreased. 

hilst these papers were in course of preparation, the Consus was being taken, Tb 
hag not beon,found possible to incorporate many of the results with the various atatistios 
throughout the poses of the book 5 but a separate Baper ig presented, showing as much 
of the information obtained from the Census av at the latest moment is proourable, 
Some interesting rovontts returns are also given. Ib will be observed that the two 
quoat bianchos of revenue, the Colonial and Provincial, aro alike incrcasing in a rematk- 
ablo manner, 

Tn the pages of the Handbodk, frequent reference is mado to the various Iqnd 
Jews in forca in the Colony, ‘The natural disadvantayo of many varicties of land laws 
is, to some oxtent, compensated by the larger range of choice of conditions pre- 
sented to the intending settler, “Without giving on epitome of tho different 
systems, it may be observed that the object of then all is to promote sottlement, 
thelr framers holding, in muiny oises, distinct vews ad to the circumstances 
and conditions most likely to proriote that object. It is important to remem- 
bet this, because from it follows the fact that the tendency of all amendments in 
tha land Iows, or modifications in the mode of applying thom, is in the direction of 
making tho Iand more available for settlement. Hor example, an arrangertent has just 
been made between the General Government and tho Provincial Government of 
Wollington, whereby the latter agrees to four blocks, of not less than 20,000 acres each, 
being sclected out of the best land in the Province, to he surveyed into scotlons of from 
60 to 500 nores each, It is agreed that every other section of theso shall bo open to 
tho fraa selection of: any purchaser, at prices to be fixed in advance’: the purchase- 
jumey to ho paid in instalmonts, extending over five years, Under this plan, any 
industrious person, possessed of good health may become a frecholder. Somo of tho 
differonces in the-land Inwa ariso only partly eon opposite opinions as to what is 
most Mealy to promote settlement, and are principally to ba aot down to the different 
nature of the lands and tho circumstances of the Provinces, 1n Otago, for instance, whore * 
the desire is to make the Jand Jaws in tho highest dogroe liberal, a now syatom is being 
adopted, of deferred payments, with conditions of cultivation. In Canterbury, one 
simple plan has been adopted from tho first. Any one may aoleot ftom the Grown 
lands throughout the Province, atthe prico of £2 an cro, cash, without coisditions of 
cultivation and residonce, In Anteltland, somo oxtont of land is given away in the 
shapo of Iroo grants of forty actos to persons who full the prosoribed conditions of 
cultivation and xeaidonce. ‘Other Provinces have modifications or variotics of thoso 
sevoral plang; ih all, the dosire is to seo the land cultivated, and front that dostro will 
prea Sodsiot or lator, arise & nearer approach to uniformity of system. he 
Assembly last Phin passed an Act, utider the provisions of which every porson approved 
by tho Aggut- eneral, who phys lis own passage to the Colony, may claim a free grant of 
Jand to the value of £20 for litmself nnd for any adult member of his family, whose 
pissngo is also paid, ‘Two ohildyon aro reckoned. og an adult, ‘Cho Crown grant of tha 
land is to be conditional on ccoupation aud use, bat the immigrant is to be flowed. to 
romain fivo = in the Colony before selecting His Iand, and ho may soleot it in any 
part of the Colony where lnnd is open for sale, 

Let it not be thought thab for all persons Now Zonland iso suitable home. It 
38 a land of plenty to thé dolonist who can do work such a¥ the Colony requires, or 
who onn employ others to do such work for him, But ip 4s no buitable home for 
those who cannot work: or cannot employ workers. Tho mere ability to read and writo 
Jd no snfliciont justification for a voyago fo Now Zealand. Above all, lot those bo 
Warmed to stay away who think the Colony a suitable place to repent of evil habits. 
‘Ths no’or-do-well had better continue to sponge on his relations in Great Britain, than 
+6 Higpe he will find sympathy for his fillings nd weaknesses ina land of singers: 

rangers, niorgover, who are quite suflloiontly imprevsed with the active and hard reali- 
Sibir, 'o, and who, being the architects of their ow? forlunes, havo no sympathy to 
GEAAY, eWay, on Phos who aro doflcioné in self-reliance, ‘Lhis warning is not altogether 


16 NEW ZEALAND ILANDBOOK. 


uncalled for, It is astonishing how many peels are sent to the colonies to relieve their 
friends of their presence, no heed, apparently, being given to the fact that theyo countries 
aro not at all deficient in tomptations to evil habits, and that those who are inclined to 
such obits had much better stay away. An instance not long since camo under 
tho writer's notice. A wealthy sottler received a letter from an English gentlemen 
of whom he had not before heard. The writer explained that his aoroniniance with 
a mutual friond induced him to write and to introduce his son, the bearer, who was 
yisiting New Zealand for the purpose of settling there. Io was sorry to say his son 
had not been successful at home in anything he had tried. Ile had had to give up the 
army, and was so very weal and easily rauaded, thet it was hopeless to put him to 
anything in England. Tho writer would, he said, be content if the gentleman he was 
writing to would give bia son a homo and £100 a year till ho could do something better, 
The young gentleman who presented this letter nt once intimated that a loan of £10 
would be acceptable, He received it, The day was Saturday: on the Monday follow. 
ing, he called again for o furthor loon—the first £10 was gone, Ho was naturally 
denied, and the next intelligence of tho young hopeful our sotiler received, was in 
order for the payment of a considerable debt, Such prodigals axe nob guited to tho 
Colony. I would be better to kill the fatted calf on their account, without any inter- 
vening absence, Young women of good character, and who are not disinclined to 
domestic service, need not hesitate to venture to New Zealand. The demand for 
servants is such that employers are only too glad to obtain respectable young women, 
and to teach them in part their duties. That demand—for the information of the 
unmarried daughters of Great Britain, we may observe—is ocensioned by the difficulty 
that exists in keoping servants for any length of time, on account of the readiness with 
which they are able to get married. ‘The single young man who comes to New Zealand 
is not long in finding the means to comfortably furnish a house; and, naturally, ho 
thinks that she who shows herself well versed in discharging domestio duties, will bo 
abla to make his home a happy one. A short courtship, a brief notico to her employer, 
and another home is set up in Now Zealand ; another notice appears in the local papers, 
“Wanted, a nurse,” or housemaid, cook, or general servant, as the caso may be, ‘Lhix 
isall very homely ; but the romance of the Colonies is of a very domestic naturo—~ 
‘to make homes ” is another mode of expressing “ to colonizo,” 

It would not be doing justice to New Zealand to avoid mentioning ono other 
circumstance, though to do so might lead to tho appemancs of a desire to praiso tho 
Colony, All, howevor, who have a Inowledgo of New Zealand will corroborate the 
statomont thet this Colony gains « singular hold upon those who for any time havo 
iesided in it, There are vory many persons who have realized a competency, who 
have nothing fo bind them to the Colony, and who yet prefor remaining in Naw 
Zerland to living olsowhere, Tho pleastes and advantages tho Old World offery, 
appear to weigh as nothing with them, when compared with the enjoymonta an 
froedom of life in Now Zenland. Tho olimnto and the sconory, together with 
tho intimecies which rapidly spring up in colonial life, aro no doubt tho ren 
song for this stron, Hiking, For health-restoring’ properties, tho climate of New 
Zenland is wonderful, Thero are mumbors of persons enjoying good health in tho 
Colény who yons ago lefb England supposed to bo hopelely afllicted with lung 
diseaso, thotr only hope—that in Now Zealand tho enc might he a little longer 
doforred. This is nob writton in. solfishnoss, for ib is by no means desired to make 
Now Zeeland a sanitarium. But this andbook is not propared with a viow to its 
consequoncor, The design, 23 has been anid, is to give a New Zealand view of New 
Zealand ; and it is hoped that, in ita pages, the morits and domorits of the Colony will 
alike be apparent, The ordor in which the Provinces aro dealt with is from south tu 
north, and quite independent of their relative size and importance, 

The Bditor expresses his acknowledgmonts for tho aasistanco he has roccived, 
in revising the papers, from Mr. 3. Fox, 


*  Warninaron, New ZeaLanp, May, 1874. 
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DISCOVERY OF NEW ZEALAND: » 


ITS THEN CONDITION, WARLY SETTLEMENT, AND PROGRESS TO DATE OF 
REGULAR COLONIZATION, 1840. 


NEW ZEALAND appeara to have beon 
discovered and fist peopled by the 
Maori race, 1 remnant of which atill in- 
habits parts of the Islands, At what time 
the discovery was inade, or from what place 
tho discoverers came, are matters which 
are lost In the obscurity which envelopes 
tho history of a people without lettors, 
Littlo more can now be gathered from their 
traditions than that they were immigrants, 
not indigenous; and that when they came, 
there were probably no othor inhabitants 
of the country, Similarity of Jenguege 
indicates a northorn origin, probably Malay, 
and proves that the: ndvaneed to Now 
Zealand through various groups of tho 
Paoifio Islands, in which thoy left deposits 
of the semo race, who to this day speak 
the anme, or nearly tho same, tonguo, 
‘Whon Cook first visited Now Zonland, 
he avniled himself of tho assistance 
of # native from Tahiti, whose Janguage 
proved to ba nlinost idontical with that of 
the Now Zenlanders, and through the 
medium of whoso interpretation 4 Targa 
amount of information respecting the 
country and its inhabitants wes obtainod, 
which could not haye been had without it, 
Tho first amuropann who mado tho oxist- 
ence of New Zealand knownto the civilized 
world, and who gers in the name it bears, 
‘Tasman, the Dutch navigatolp who 
visited it in 1642, Claims to earlier dis. 
covery by other European explorers have 
been raised, but thoy aro unsupported by 
pay, sufficient avidence, Tasman did not 
Cnt 
having hod a boat's crew cut off by the 
atives in tho bay now known a8 Massacro 
‘Bay, he contented himaolf by sailing alon, 
q ii tom const of thé North Island, an 
a (Pio yithout taking possession 


eo 


on guy part of- the islands, but, i 


of the country in the name of the Govorn- 
ment he served ; a formality which, aecord- 
ing to the law of nations Gvhich rogards the 
occupation of savages as a thing of small 
account), would havo entitled the Dutch to 
call Now Zealand theirs—ab least so far as 
to. exclude other civilized nations from 
colonizing it, and conferring on themselves 
the .xight to do so, From the date of 
Tasman's flying visit to 1769, no stranger 
ia known to have visited tho islands, In 
the latter year Captain Oook reached them, 
in the course of the firat of those voyages ot 
i onterprise which haye mado his namo 
lustrious, 

Cook was a self-made man, fo began 
life as an approntica on board a Whitby 
collier engaged in the coasting and Baltic 
trades—the roughest experionce that could 
ba had of tho business of tho sea, bub an 
oxcollent school to make a practical senman, 
But to be a mere practical soaman did not 
content Cook, After becoming a mate in 
the merchant service, ho entered the Royal 
navy, and by strenuous porsoverance and 
diligent uaa of Ibisure hours, he bocama an 
excellent mathematician and agtronomer, 
and a akilful nautical surveyor, Ke had 
some exporience of war in fighting against 
the French in Canada, and he oxconted 
some usefil surveys on the coasts aud xivers 
of that country ;,and when it waa detor- 
mined by King George II. to prossento 
new yoynges of discovery into tho little 
explored southern sols, Cook’s ability was 
recognized, and, with the rank of lioutenant 
in tho navy conferred upon him, ho was 
appointed to conduct the expedition. 

‘he first of Cook's voyages of discovery 
began in Auguat, 1768, whon le was sont 
to Tnhiti to observe tho transit of Vonus, 
om astronomical oyent of gront importance, 

x : 


NEW ZEALAND HANDBOOK, 


which required consideioble skilland mow- green, backed up by steep hills covered 
ledge io note in an intalligont manner, With lofty trees, and an undorbrush of 
Having performed this duty, his instiue- velvety shrubs, arranged by the hand of 
tions direated him to visit New Zealand, of Naturo fav mora tastefully than could have 
which nothing more was known than tho been done by the Loudons of Paxtona of 
little that Tasman had told. Afterarunof the civilized world. Ship Cove, Coak’s 
eighty-aix days from Tahiti, haying touched fevourito rendezvous, , was ono of theso 
at some other places, ho sighted the coast of beautiful nooks—a Epo where, as ho ob- 
New Zealand on the 6th of October, 1769, served, ifs man could live without fionds, 
On the 8th he landed in Povorty Bay, on he might make a model home of porfoct 
the east const of the North Island. It is isolated happiness. To every Englishman, 
interesting to those now in the colony, or whose colonizing taste has been ing pirad by 
intending to go there, to know whatappear- his boyish reading of Robinson Orusoe—- 
anco it presented at the time of Oook’s (and with how many is nol this the case )—- 
arrival. ‘The aspect of most countries from these charming little hays seem to ronlwe 
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tho sea is less preposgossing an their 
internal features, and this holds good of the 
greater past of the cast const of both islands 
of New Zealand, Portions of the west coast 
of both, however, present views, from the 
deck of a ship, unsipassed in. any part of 
the world, Tor instance, the hundred miles 
of Southern Alps, whose snowy penks 
iorce the sky at a height of nearly 14,000 
eet, their sides clothed with denso ever- 
eon. forests, in the very bosom of which 

jo gigantio glaciers, and their base chafed 
by the resounding suf of the Pacific Ocean, 
Thon thero is the stately cone of Mount 
Egmont, rising noar 10,000 feet, in solitary 
grandeur, from an undulating wooded plo- 
teau almost on the margin of the sea. 


‘There are also the stupetidous precipices of of nature, the painter, or the poot, 


Milford Sound shooting up sheer many 
hundreds of feet from an almost fathomless 
depth of ocean, frowned down upon by tho 
snowy stmmits of the great Alpine range, 
while cascades of nearly 1,000 faat fall head- 
long down theirsides, Those great featuros 
romain to this dey as they wore at tho 
period of Cook's arrival, Nor has the gonoral 
charactor of the country, as a wholo, been 
nvtich changed, in iis principal fontures by 
the progress of colonivation. Moro of if, 
no doubt, was thon in a state of natura; 
but muoh of it ig go atill, Dense forests, 
exhibiting now and beautiful forms of voge- 
tation, including the gigantic soarlot flower- 
ing myrtle (ono of the largest forest trees), 
the graceful ltree-fern, and tho bright 


* easternlike Nikau poly, clothed the moun- 


’ 


2 ie 


tain slopos and muck of the undulatin 


ower country. iiseriitee, Yat plains of 


brown fern, or coarse yellow and hay. 
solouted grasses, or big swamps bearin; the 
forlnacaots sauupo and tho nafivo flax of the 
country, the well-known Phorinium of com- 

arié: Then there was the Logit with 
¥ oh’ thé Yoyagers, fiom the visita 
figfnilinn,—the little retiring covd, 


Queer Charlotte's Sound, would be so 
with its 
aid or pebbly benolt, its fow nares of lovel 


the exact iden of liis imagination ; and if 
ho could be content to live as Robinson 
lived, with hig little flock of gonts, his 
parrot, and his feithful dog, “tho world for- 
getting, by the world. forgot,” these ara the 
spots where he would be provided with the 
surroundings necessary to carry out the 
idea, and give him all that his funcy could 
paint or his heart could wish, While there 
are large tracts of country in Now Zealand 
which prosent 10 plensan' feature oxcept to 
the enloulating mind of the sheop-furmor or 
the agriculturist, there are othors, and they 
are neither few nor far between, such as 
those te which we have alluded, which com- 
bine all the grandeur and beauty that can 
delight the eye of the most fastidious ‘Tovar 

nd 
much of this must have luin under Ooblk’s 
oye during his visits to the country, 

‘Tho spot where Qook landed, however, 
though by no means repulsive, was not one 
of the most inviltng portions of this country 
to look at Hills of no groat height or 
grandeur, backing a moderate-sized flat ab 
the hond of a bay, whoso horns wero tivo 
not yery commanding white cliffs, did not 
afford a prospect either very imposing or 
yory inviting. At the present thno ib is 
tho gito of a very prosporous and flourishtin, 
European settlement ; but af tho times o: 
Oool’s visit it was all barron and unoc- 
oupied, except bya fow Natives of unfilondly 
charactor. No fields of waving corm, no 
onttle luxuriating on meadows of the now 
colobiated Poverty Bay ryo-grass, drowally 
chewing the oud, or waiting with distended 
udders for the milking-pail; no hamlet, no 
church spixe, no cofinges with children 
xunning in and ont, no sign of civilization, 
material plonty, or sooinl life, Ib mnet 
have required iin oye of faith to see ib os it 
now Js, aud to believe that in just ono 
hundzed yoats it would oxhibit the ploture 
whioh now ié docs, 

‘Tho olroumstances of Cools firat Janding 
werg wnfortunute, “Wo Innded,” he saya, 
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“abreast of the ship, on the cast side of the 
iiver, which was hero about forty yards 
broad. ; bul seeing some Natives on the west 
side, with whom I wished to speak, and 
finding the river nob fordable, 1 ordered 
the yawl to carry us over, and left the pin- 
anaue ab the entrance, When we canie near 
the placo where the people wore assembled, 
they all ran away} however, we landed, 
and, loaving some boys to take cars of the 
yewl, wo walked up to somo huis, which 
‘voro about 200 or 3800 yards from the 
waterside, When we had got some distance 
from the boat, four men, armed. with long 
lonoes, rushed out of the woods, and, run- 
ning up to attack the boat, would certainly 
havo cut her off if the people in the pinnace 
had not discovered them, and. called to the 
boys to diop down the stream, The boys 
instantly obeyed, but boing olosely puraned, 
tho coxswain of the piunace, who had charge 
of the bonts, fired a musket over thoir heads, 
At this they stopped and looked round 
them, but in a few minutes ronowed the 
pursuit, brandishing thoir lances ina threat- 
ening manner, ‘Che coxswain then fired a 
sedond musket over their heads, 


a1 


mine, Many of them obsorvod that they 
{olt themselves ill by being ouly Joaked 
upon by these atuas (gods), and it was 
therefore agrecd that, as tho new comers 
could bewitch with o look, tho sooner their 
society was dismissed, the better for the 
general wolfare,” 

It is not much to bo wondored at that 
any further intercomse with the Natives at 
this point should become impossible, Other 
collisions, nttended with similar fatal results, 
followed on succeeding days, and on the . 
11th (throo days after his first landing), 
Cook weighed afichor and stood away 
from “this unfortunate and inhospitable 
place,” as he calls it, and on which ho be. 
atowed the name of Poverty Bay, “as it 
did not afford a single article they wanted, 
except a little firewood.” Had his subse- 
quent experiences been as unpropitious, he 
would probably not have 1eported to his 
countrymen at home so favourably of Now 
Zealand, ry 

Thoie is no doubt that the problem of 
initiating intercourse with « people of the 
tomper oxhibited by tho Maoris, and so 


but of thi yilized as they were, was ond 
they took no notice, and, one of then mg AMGUG “of solution, As strangers had 
up his spear to dart it at the boayfhnother never bift onco before visited the country, 


piesa was fired, which shot him deg 
h 


When and that in the very hasty mannor in which 


6 fell, tho other threo ytood motioyless, as ‘Tasman came and departed, aud at a placo 


if petrified with astonishment, As soon as 
they recovered they went back, diagging 
tha dead body, which, howevor, they soon 
Joft that it might not enoumbor thoir flight. 
Abtho report of the musket we drew to- 
gether, having straggled to n little distance 
rom ench other, and made the best of our 
way back to the boat, and, orossing the 
rivor, we soon saw the Native lying dead on 
tho ground,” 

‘Tho account which the Natives themselves 
gavo of their impressions on Cook's arrival 
is yecordod by Mr, Polack, who had it from 
the mouths of their children in 1836, 
“They took the ship at first for a gigantic 
hird, and wore struck with the beauty and 
aizo of ils wings, as they supposed the snils 
tobe. But on seoing o smaller bird, un- 
fledged, desconding into the water, anda 
number of partl-coloured beings, apparently 
in human shape, the bird was regarded os 
w housolul of divinities, Nothing could 
exceed their astonishmont. Tho sudden 
doath of their chiof (it proved to be their 
great Sighting general) was regarded as a 

wnderbolt of these now gods, and the 
nolge made by the muskets waa ropresonted 
fis thunder. © To revenge themsolyes was 
athe sdentest wish of the tribe, but how to 

dinplish it with divinities who could kill 
4b a. distanco, Was diffloult to doter- 


i 


remote from that at which Cook arrived, 
the Mnoris could hardly bo oxpected to 
appreciate the relations which ought to 
oxist between themselves and their visitors, 
It must have been a now sensation to moab 
of thom, to know that thero wero such 
things os atrangors ; still more, strangors 
resembling themselves so little and differs 
ing of themselves so much, If the in- 
habitants from tho “black country” of 
Staffordshire, in 1870, exhibited their ap. 

reciation of the abrangor by “ hoaving a 
Briole at him, it is nob surprising that the 
firab impulse of the Maoris of Poverty Buy 
should be to hurl their spears at the 
* coming man.” Cook's iden of mecting 
such a hostile greeting was, as he tells us, 
first by the use of firearms to convineo the 
savage of the suporior power of the white 
man, and then to conailinto him by kindnoss 
ind Mboral dealing, Whethor any othor 
method were possible, he does not seem to 
have been allowed by tho Natives time to con- 
sider ; the first collision being, in a manney, 
forced upon him within five minutes of his 
arrival, though the challengo was perhaps 
400 hastily accepted, 

Ho soon, however, discovored that the 
country was not all made up of “Poverty 
Bays,’ nor wore tho Natives, when woood 
with a less rough courtship, altogether 
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incapable of nocess, o entirely obnoxious 
to stranger. In Tolago Bay, Moroury Bay, 
Hawke's Bay, the Bay of Plenty, tho 
eatuary of the Thames, tho harbour of 
‘Waitemata, in Whangavel, and at the Bay 
of Islands, and lastly, at his fevourito 
rendezvous of Queon Charlotte’s Sound, ho 
was able to procure the refreshments which 
Poverty Bay had failed to supply, and’ he 

’ established a footing with tho Natives which, 
if ib had in it more of tho spirit of barter 
than of hospitality, was less deterrent than 
the attitude taken up by those who greeted 
him on his first arrival, and which ended in 
the unfortunate events to which wa havo 
before referred, 

There was no object of greater interest 
to him than the newly-discovored Maori 
yace, with whoso habits and character ho 
waa specially instructed to make himself 
acquainted. Io found them savages in tho 
fullest sonso of tho word. Some writors 
who havo given the ieins to their imagi- 
nation have pictured savago life as a 
state of “Areadian simplicity, and savage 
character as a field on which are displayed 
all tho virtues which adorned humanity 
hefore civilization brought vice, confusion, 
and trouble into the world. More trul 
has it beon observed that “ tho peaceful life 
and gentle disposition, tho freedom from 
oppression, the exomption from solfishness 
and. from evil passions, aud the simplicity 
of character of anvages, have no existence 
except in the fictions of poets and the 
fanoies of vain speculators, nov own their 
mode of life he called with Propriety the 
natural state of man.” (Whately, Pol, 
Econ.) “‘Thoxo*who havo praised sav 
life,” says Chancellor Harpor, of Maryland, 
“aro those who have known nothing of it, 
or who have become savago themselves,” 
Qook’s experience fully verified these viows, 
Ie found the Maoris almost ontirely um. 
aequainted with mechanic arts, thoir skill 
limited to the ability to scoop & canoe oul 
at a tree, to weave coarse clothing out of the 

lbtes of tho nativa flax, to fabricate fishing- 
nots, to male spears, clubs, and othor rude 
weapons of wat, or still rader ornaments for 
the adornment of their persons, their huts 
ox their onnoes, Bensta of burden they ha 
noie,--tha womon supplied their placo, 
,Btono hatchets wero tho substitute for axes 
“hail all cufting tools, ‘The country is full 
308 iron, of6, but the use of the metal was 

| Peibjvely-unknowns They had no wheeled 
‘ ,Soatitages’ ‘Thetr agrioulture was limited to 
chet ere apparently, of two roots— 
~ “Hhsektinerd of sweet potato, and thie taro, 
, SpWathes esdulent plant. Their food oon- 

ialsted OF those plants, of eels ond sea-fish, 
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rats, occasional dogs, wild fowl, and hymen 
flosh ; and their nemicsl approach to bread 
was tho root of the wild edible forn, a nob 
very wholosomo or palatable substitute, 
Coredls they wore without, ‘Thoir religious 
notions wore of » confused ordor, invo ving 
good and ovil demons, but without any idea 
of worship or prayor. ‘Lhoir priests wielded 
a sort of half moral and half political powor 
in tho institution of the taboo, to which 
thoy subjected whom they ploased, and the 
inftingoment of which involved punish. 
ments of the soverest aorts, But the ono 
absorbing iden of tho raco was war, Every 
tribe and almost overy family was ab war 
with overy other, 'Thoir timo was almost 
wholly spent in planning or awaitivug in- 
yasions of thoir neighboug, ox in the bloody 
struggles which resulted ; the consoquonce 
being, as Cook obsorves, a habit of personal 
watchfulness which was never for a moment 
relaxed, Tomnle infanticide was x common 
and established practice, which appoars to 
have reduced tho proportion of fenales to 
males, to something like seven to ton. 
Bomalo virtuo waa entirely disrogarded 
hofore marringo, and not much valued 
afterwards 5 wi hile, to crown the whole, 
cannibalism wag the universal practice of 
tho race. Coole had been specially in 
structed to instituto inquiries on this 
point, There were many parsons ab homo 
who wore sceptical on tho existence of 
cannibalism among any people, ‘Rho result: 
of his daily observations was to Jenvo no 
doubt of its oxistenco, and to ostablish tho 
fact that ib was not moroly an occtsional 
excess 10 which thoso who practised it were 
impelled by fury and tho spirit of rovengo 

inst an enemy, but thal human flosh was 
thoix elmost daily and habitual food, A 
provislon-boalcet was seldom seen without 
having in it a human herd, or othor ovi- 
donoo of the faot, It is iru that thoy bold 
him that they ate only their onomies ; bit 
80 incossant wore thoir invasions of each 
other, that onemies wero nover wanting, or 
if tho aupply failed, slaves talon in former 
zaids were aubstitutes at hand, and con- 
atantly Icilled in cold blood for the purpogo, 
Much has been gaid and written of tha do- 
plorable fact that the foot of civilized: man 
treads out tho life of tho savage; And there 
are not ‘ranting those who impute to 
colonization the oxtinotion of the Maori 
race, A moment's reflection on thoir 
habits of life ag described by Cook, and 
still more what woe have since learned, 
must conyines nny one that their decadence 
had sot in long before his arrival 5 for it 
was impossible that any people whose 
habite of life wore such ag theirs, and whe 


livod within a oivonmseribed area, could Jong 
continue to exist. We do not believe that 
the advent of the pakeho hag in any degiee 
Accelerated tho inevitable event, perhaps 
the reverse has been the casa, 

Cook did what little was possible 
towards improving tho condition of the 
Now Zealandors, Ho tried, but failed, to 
establish the sheep and gon: neither long 
survived the attempt, IIe was more 
successftl with the pig, which rapidly 
inovensed, till, at the time of arrival oF the 
colonisis, nearly the wholo Islands wore 
found thickly stocked with wild horda, tho 
descondants of his otiginal importation, 
Ilo algo loft the potato behind him, which 
succeeded woll, and to & great extent sup- 
plemented tho kumera, taro, and fern xoot. 
He also planted and gaye to tho Natives the 
seeds of athe vogatablos and garden plants; 
hut though thoir remains may be seen in 
the wild cabbage or tunip, and some other 
dogenernted plants, tho Natives Apperr not 
to havo succeaded in thoir cultivation, Ho 
also scattered among them a good many 
English tools and implemonis, and some 
aticles of clothing, which, though no doubt 
soon worn out, gave the Maori a taste for 
Europenn luxuries and necessaries of life, 

We can add little to the pictme wa have 
drawn of New Zealand at tho time of Cook’s 
arrival, pent is the accounts of hig 
voyages will supply, in a most graphic an 
interesting form, the details of tle ovents 
and observations which spaco has compelled 
ua to summarize, ‘lo those who may wish 
to know moro of the Maori in his primitive 
stato and caviicsh transition, wo recommend 
Judgo Maning’s mosb intorosting volume 
of *Old Now Zenland,” and his not Jess 
graphio doscription of tho war in the Noith, 
A voluma in tho Family Library, published 
by Knight, entitled “he Now Zonlandors,” 
contains an authentis and original aecount, 
wriltign by a sailor, who was shipwrocked, 
and lived sevoral tier in tho country, 
‘Detweon tho poriod of ‘Cook's visit an 
the arvival of missionaries and traders, and 
will well repay perusal. There are nume- 
rous othor publications, many of whieh will 
give further information, 

Qook visited Now Zenland several times 
during his three raynges of discovory, and 
altogothor spont 327 days in the country or 
olroumnavigating its consla. IId quitted it 
for the Ingt time in Februnry, 1777, just 
dwo yeors before his melancholy death at 
‘Hawaii, dn the Sandwich Islands, ‘Within 
foe years afterwards New Zealand begun 
Ododsionblly vistled by whaling ships ; 
with the golitayy exdeption of the ship- 
ha ailow ‘wlioso record is above ro- 
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ferred to, no European is known to have 
iesided. there befoio 1814, In thab year 
the Rey, Samuol Mmaden, Colonial Chap- 
lain to tho Government of New South 
Wales, visited the Islands, and, under his 
auspices, and on his urgent representations, 
the Church Missionary Society in Englan 
established mission, the headquarters of 
which were located at tho Bay of Islands, 
From this timo trades from New South 
Wales began to establish agencies for com- 
meroial purposes; and inctividual Euro. 
peans, who wero employed by Sydney 
merchants, or who tiaded on thoi own 
account, becamo attached to numerous 
native villages, where they were treated 
with considaable respect, amd regnided as 
the valuable proporty of the prrtioular hapu 
or chief who hed had the good Juok to 
seoure their vesidenco among them, acaom- 
panied by tho various advantages whiol 
lowed from their presenco, ‘Then numerous 
whaling and lumbering cstablishments were 
planted by the Sydney merchants on the 
coasts of both Islands, ‘hese consisted of 
tho very roughest specimens of the sailor 
class, of runaways fiom ships, or refugees 
from tho convict prisons of Botany Bay. 
Alliances were contracted between these 
yaen and native women, from which sprang 
& numerous progeny of half-castes, ‘Those 
whalers and snwyors had many fine chitrac 
loristics about them : they were brave and 
hardy, protty, woll disciplined in all that 
concerned their business, ad many of thom 
oxporienced in mechonio arts, Low, 
oxceedingly, as the morale of many of 
them was, it was yet above that of tho 
savage; and there is no doubt that, to 
n at extent, their presonco tended 
to bring tho native nearer to civilization 
than he was before. ‘Lhoro were, howevor, 
spots of deeper darkness than tho rest, Ag 
10 whaling fleet of tho Pacific incrorget, 
hundreds of ships mudo Kororarika, in the 
Bay of Islands, the only town ox villago 
then ostablished by Emopeans, the place of 
their periodical refreshment. Thoir arews, 
relonsod after a long detontion on board 
ship, plunged into tho lowost dissipation, in 
which the natives became thoir partners, and 
the town of Kororarilta, which had grown 
into a, considerable place on tho stronglh of 
tho whaling trado, was at times turned. into 
a veritable pondenonium, Tor proof tht 
this is no oxaggeration, wo refer lo the first 
of Dr, Lang’s letters to Lord Durham (1839), 
whore the reader will find tho teslimdny of 
an intelligent. eyo + witness, and facts in 
detail, but which, bad as ib is, aonvocly x6 
vouls so dark a pioture as has been painted 
to us by other persons who spoke from thotr 
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own knowledgo and observation. Exactly 
-opposite, at Pahia, on the other side of the 
‘beantiful bay, in one of its plensantest 
coves, with a bright beach of golden sand, 
washed by the mipple of the sea, stood the 
mission station, with its church and piinting- 
office, and there tho snored Scriptures wore 
being translated and printed in the Maori 
language, as quickly as it could be mastered 
by ‘the missionaries who had _undortalkon 
the work of converting the Maori reco, 
Thus, a8 overywhore, flowed alongside of 
exch other the tides of good and evil, and 
the choies betweon the tivo was offered to 
the Maori, ag it has beon offered to others 
ull the would over, and eyer since the world 
began, 

Tho irvegulwe kind of colonization which. 
was thus going on was attended with 
innumernble evils, and was boyond all 
contiol. It was nob possible that the ex- 
pedioney of interference could long escaps 
the attention of the Governntent of Great 
Britam, whose subjects wore principally 
en, aged in 1b; nor were the philanthropy 
and enterpriso of the nation less alive to 
the opening for exertion on their part 
‘which the ciroumstances of the case afforded, 
So tho British Government interfered, 
First. they appointed a “ Resident Magi- 
airate,’ the Rov. Mr, Kendall, one of the 
missionaty body; then a “ Resident,” 
Mr, Bugby. But theso “wooden guns,” 
as the natives called them, were ontirely 
without power, and tha affect of their 
presence very little felt by either Maoris or 

wopeans, The Colonial Office of the day 
did foolish things about recognizing the 
Maori peoplo as an independont nation, 
and bestowing on them a nationnl fing, 
thus abandon ng the right of ocoupation 
resting on Cook’s discovery, nnd rendorin 
ib nevassary, at a Inter period, to accomplish 
A surrender of sovereignty by tho natives 
(though sovacignty yas a thing they had 
nevor known), in order to provent tho 
French from taking the possession which 
the British Government had waived, and 
turning the country into a colony, or, 
perhaps, a penal establishment. ‘The action 
of the Government was also hastened by 
that of the Now Zealand Company, which, 
woaried out by long negotiations, ab Inst 
Plecipitated, without the co-operation or 

_ ebnaait of the Government, that systematic 
cdlonization which has since peopled the 
‘glands ith a British population, and of 
ich, wa shall now give a brief account, 
Wook, ‘during his te 


had urged on the 
. Governinent the ‘oloutztion of 


edland} and Benjamin Franklin, the 
okloat aategmat, ie proposed an 
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organization in England for the purpose, 
But nothing practical was attempted till 
about 1837, whon Lord Durham, as tho 
iopresentative of a numbor of gentlemen 
who called themselves tho New Zealand 
Land Oompany proposed to the Govern- 
mont that they should be incorporated, 
with powers to colonize the country, ‘The 
negotintions wore at first friendly, and the 
Government favoured tho plan ; but ulti- 
mately misundorstundings tose, whon the 
New Zealand Company determined to take 
the mutlor into its own hands, and de~ 
spatched its proliminary expedition on the 
12th May, 1839, under tha command of 
Colonel William Wakeftold, who hold in- 
atruotions to purchase land from tho Natives, 
and to select tho aite of the flrat settlement, 
Ho arrived in August of the same year, and 
selooted Port Nicholson, in Cook Strait ; 
and on the 22nd January following, tho 
first batch of immigiants arrived, In twelve 
months théy had increased to upwards of 
1,200 from Greab Britain, hesidosy a fow 
from Australia. / 

The object of the founders of the Now 
Zealond Oompany was chiefly to_raviyo 
aystematia colonization, and to conduct on 
fixed principles operations which had cer- 
tainly, since the colonization of the British 
Colonies in America, beon loft vory much 
to haphazard, South Australia was founded 
by neurly tho same persons, and on the 
sane principles, nnd almost at the samo 
time ; but the colonization of Now South 
‘Wales and ‘Tasmania, go far as they existed 
outside of the convict ostablishments, which 
woro their nucleus, maybe sald to have 
beon founded without any prinoiple, and 
the result loft to chance, Tho foundors of 
Now Zealind colonization sought to trang. 
plant to its shorey, as fir as possible, a 
complete and ready-mado section of the 
socioty of the old country, with, various 
sooinl orders, its institutions and organiza- 
tions, Inalutaining also, as far ag olroum- 
stances would admit, the relations of the 
different lasees of the population a8 they 
had oxisted at home, Above all things, 
they believed that tho fuiluro of othor 
colonies to bocomo duplicates of the old 
country, was owing chiefly to the indig. 
eriminalo mannor in whigh the waste Janda 
of tho Orown had beon disposed of, and to 
the defective proportion which, ns ® conse- 
genes existed between capital nnd labour, 
They determined to remedy this yy the 
adoption of what was known ag the Wake- 
field theory, which consisted mainly in 
fixing the ‘price of the land ao high as to 

it; for x considernble time ot lenit, 
pitrchnge by the labouring man, thus 
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compelling him to work as a labourer till he 
might be supposed to have compensated the 
capitalist or the State for tha cost of his 
importation to the colony, ‘The immigra- 
bert fund was to he supplied by the land 
sales, ‘ 

The application of these principles can 
haidly be said to have been tested at all in 
the three frat founded of the Company's 
settlements—Wollington, New Plymouth, 
and Nelson, ‘Ita inability to put tho 
colonists, for many yours, in quiet posses- 
sion of tho Jands it had gold to them, its 
Jong and ruinous controvesy with tho 
Imporial Government, and. the consequent 
oxhaustion, of its resources, precluded alto- 

other the oxperiment receiving a fnir trial 
in the settlements mentioned. In Otago 
and Onnterbury, however, founded ata lator 
date, thers wore fewor, if any, obstacles, 
and tho remarkuble success of those settle- 
ments is by many attributed to the prin- 
ciples on which they were founded, ‘The 
cloments of class associntion {the Freo 
Church of Scolland and the Church of 
England being respectively taken as tho 
bonds of union), and tho high prico of 
land which has becn maintained, though 
with modifleations of the originul scheme, 
have no doubt had much to do with the 
form into which sooiety in those settlements 
has developed itself, though the unforeseen 
discovery of gold, and the existence of greab 
pastoral yosources, which formed no clement 

the Walcofeld scheme, havo porhaps con- 
tributed moro to the great prosperity of 
thoso settlomonts than any apecial principle 
on which they were founded, 

Those who avo now acoking a home in 
Now Zealand, can scaveoly appreciate the 
feolings of tho carly colonists, or the trials 
and diMoulties they had to encounter, ‘lo 
agseend fiom the deck of a ship 15,000 
miles from home, at tho ond of a weary 
voyage of from threo to five months’ dura- 
tion, on to » shore unprepared for thelr 
ocoupation, without asingle house to shellor 
thom, with no fiend, or fellow-countryman 
to welcome thom, quite uncertain as to the 
reception thoy would meet with at the hands 
of the savage race whose torrilory they wore 

encofully but aggressive) invading with 

tow of the conveniences of olvilized lif, or 
the appliances for creating them, oxcept 80 
far as they brought them with thom in vory 
Umited quantities—how difforent from the 
experienca of those who now arrive in the 
soolény} wherd, though many oxternal differ- 
‘diaes present themselves, they find all the 
Hmddhinery of soolal life, and the peueral 
‘gpeet af gvorything vory much as they loft 

ett ay home, The immigrant whe now 


lends at Lyttelton, Dunedin, Auckland, or 
Wellington, finds himself swrrounded by 
numbers of his own countrymen, dressed 
hike himself, hurrying about on the various 
businesses common on the wharfs of any con- 
siderable soaport of the old country : he sees 
shops, with plate glass windows, and English 
names above the doors, filled with the latest 
novelties fiom London, Bimingham, or 
evon Paris; cabs plying for oustomors ; 
omnibuacs rumbling along tho streels ; 
hotels innumerable; churches and schools 
in moderate numbers ; public buildings ox. 
hibiting protentious feats of architectural 
skill ; asphalte prvements and macadamized 
streets leading out to suburbs thick with 
comfortable and oven handsome mansions, 
surrounded by well-kept gardens, gay with 
brilliant flowers and semt-tropical vogeta- 
tion, Armidat all this he may, perhaps, 
in any of tho towns of tho North Island, 
notice a stray Maori or two, not, however, 
clad in the dirty blanket or rough flax mat, 
bub “got up” in fashionable European 
costume, with polished boots, silk hats, gold 
watoh-guards, and probably asilver-mounted 
tiding-whip ; and only distinguishable from 
the other passeia-by by tho dark skin, and, 
perhaps, tho ineflacenble tattoo. In tho 
early days tho settlors felt that they wore 
“colonizing,”—adding s now province to 
the Empire. ‘Now, tho now arrivala “im. 
migrate,” entering into the labours of thoao 
who went before thom. ‘Lho former wus, 
porhaps, the more “heroic work,” ‘Tho 
intier is probably tho most profitable, and 
cortainly tho lenst laborious. If it is 
colonizing at all, it is colonizing made onay ; 
and tho immigrant may so fav congratulate 
himself that it is so. 

Having desoribed the chaacter of tho 
native race, o8 ié was ab the period of Cook's 
arrival, and painted it in tho dak colows 
which truth demanded, it is only fair 
to say that before systematic coloniza- 
tion commenced it had undergone a great 
change. 

‘Tho teaching of the missionaries, if its 
rosults wore somewhat superfloinl, Nad yet 
penotvated to almos) evory part of the 
country, This, and the example of civilized 
life exhibited in tho mission homes scat- 
tered over n Jarge aren, had done much to 
qualify the worst fontures of savage life 
and. to soften tho forosity of the Maor 
character, Wars wero less frequent, oannts 
balism nearly extinct. Intercourse with 
the European trader and whaler, if loss 
clevating, had yet broken down the proju. 
dics against the Palcoha (or strany oN and 
inoculated the Maori with a taste for Huro- 
pean conveniences and luxuries, which could 
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ho hest gratified by the permanent residence 
among them of larger numbors of the 
foreigners, The pigs and potatoes which 
Coole had loft behind had multiplicd ox- 
ceedingly, ao that there was an abundant 
aupply of surplus food, withous which the 
new comers would have heen but badly off 
and the aptitude of tho native for trade and 
barter, and his desire to possess whatever 
the European had to offer, from muskols to 
Jows’ harps, made him very willing to bring 
lis stores to market. In short, siroum- 
stances had, in the order of Providence, 
ripened to the point whon colonizntion was 
possible, which at any earlier period it 
would probably not have been, 

It only remains briefly to mention the 
order in which tho various settlements wero 
formed. 

1, Wutrineror, as already stated, was 
founded by tho New Zealand Company in 
1840. Preliminary expedition for solection 
of site, Augusl, 1839, 

2 AuoKLAND, established by tho first 
Governor, Captain Hobson, in tho samo 
year, It renjained tho seat of Government 
till 1865, when, by Act of tho Colonial Par- 
lament, and the seleation of certain Com- 
missioners appointed at its request by the 
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Australian Goyornors, Wellington becamoa 
the capital. 

8, New Pxymoury, also founded by tho 
Now Zealand Company, in September, 1841, 
Preliminary expedition, August, 1840, 

4, Nutsow, founded by the Company in 
Qotober, 1841, 

5, Oraco, founded in Mareh, 1848, by a 
Scotch company working in connection with 
tho Now Zealand Company, and by moans 
of its machinery, under the avapices of the 
Freo Church of Scotland, and with an 
appropriation of a portion of its lands 
and pecuniary resources to Free Church 
purposes, 

6, Caxvennury, similarly founded in 
Decomber, 1850, in connection with tha 
Church of England. 

7, Tlawry’s Bay was originally 0 part of 
Wellington Province, but separated from it, 
and orented a province of itself in 1858, 

8, Marinorovar, originally part of Nol- 
son, separated in the same menncr in 1860, 

Desariptions of these several setlloments, 
whioh, undor the namo of Provinces, now 
form the political divisions of tho colony, 
with their local history, will bo soparately 
dealt with in subsoquent chapters of tho 
present volume, 
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MONG tho numerous races of mon with 
which tho Briton has been brought into 
contact, there is none which has excited 
more interest than tho native race inhnbit- 
ing Now Zealand, and none which has 
displayed more capacity for adapting itself 
to tho new ways introduced by tha Buro- 
peans, By naturo brave and warlike, and 
quick to svonge real or finciod insulf, the 
Maori has novertheloss almost altogether 
discontinued the practices of his forefathers. 
The intertribal contests of forty yenrs ayo 
ara now unknown, and, following the ex- 
ample of their white neighbours, tribes are 
agen referring to Courts of Law thoso dis- 
putes respecting land which formerly gould 
Dove beon devided only by a conflict. Tho 
_Sianie xeadingag of adaptation js shown as to 
ipgrioultura, Erom the time: of tho earliest 
‘ebriditions, the Maori has been a cultivator 
Sea etc 
Yptintive of tho lands best fitte esque 
a rots he planied—the pase or sweet 
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potato, and tho taro, or yam, ‘Tho potato, 
troduced hy Dapiatn Goal, was eagerly 
adopted and carefully tended. Tho fruits 
brought to the knowledge of tho Maori by 
tho early missionaries, such 28 poachos, 
genes, apples, plums, molong, and vogo- 
tables like tho pumplin, enbbage, bean, 
&o,, wore spoudily, appreciated and propa 
gated ; and when, with tho influx of Euro- 
peaus, agricultural imploments werd in 
ported, ho soon venderod himself familge 
with them, and the Plovah wibh its team of 
bullocks roplaced tho old clumsy imple- 
monis, Whatever may havea heon’ the 
agricultural industry te whieh the European 
has devoted himself in New Zealand, hie 
hes, pee sare imitators Pie ogy 
heép, and shgar thom ; grow when, maiz 
aud gthor conte in Innize quantitios ; ‘ate a 
flour-rnilla ; vear cattle and pigs ; and a 
quite ready to Weloome, the inuroduction'g 
any naw oultyye, auch as that of, the hop oy 
the mulbény, 16 was quolitjes of adgptan, 
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tion such as these, and the spread of 
Christianity among tho natives, which drew 
attention to the Maori rac, and which have 
caused regret for the deorenso of their 
numbers,  Ilow rapid that decrease has 
beon, may be judged when it is known that 
in 1820 the Native population was roughl 
estimated at 100,000 souls, and that now it 
amounts 10 only about 40,000 ; 37,000 of 
whom are in the Northorn Island ; tho 
remaining 3,000 being found in the Middle 
Island, 

When considering tho morita and attrac 
tions of tho colonies or countries to which 
population is invited, the intending emi- 

nant who inclines favourably to Now 
Zealand is ofton deterred from giving 
furthor thought to this Colony, because of 
what he is told, or of what he reads on the 
subject of tho Maoris, ‘Cheix past savage 
life and customs—thoir old cannibal habits, 
and the fiory disposition which kept them 
for yenrs at warfare with tho Europeans, 
now in one part of tho islind, now in 
another—are Jimiliar to tho renders of tho 
numerous books and pamphlets respecting 
the Colony, Such statements havo been 
acoopted na proof that all Natives are hos- 
tile, and that omigration to New Zealand 
virtually menus settling in tho midst of a 
barbarous population, always on the look- 
out for plunder, 

A statoment of facts oxplanatory of the 
presonl condition of the Maori raco will 
enable an opinion to bo formodd as to tho 
correctness or othorwiso of tho notion thab 
the colonist in Now Zonland is exposed to 
danger from tho nativos, 

Ip ia fect that tho Maori is warlike by 
uaure, Beforo tho appearanco of Euro- 

jeans in. tho country, intortribal wars wore 
Inocasant 5 and after the arrival of Turo- 
pons, various causes led to conflicts of 
moro or loss importance. and duration 
between the white man and tho coloured— 
gonilictg, howsver, which novor became 
war of xaces ; for, whonoyor body of 
natives took up army, there was always 
found a still larger number whe espoused 
tho cause of thelr now frionds, tho “pakeha,” 
or strangov, : 

“With regard to tho fighting proclivitics 
of tho Maoris, and the prominonce which 
hos hoon given to thom, there are two 
romnarks to be made, In tho first placo, the 
Meorl people, as found by the Muropenns, 
‘wore posuessod of a certain degroo of civili- 
zntlon, the ee it is thought, of a 





_Wighet state from whioh they had degene- 
‘ahtede, Thoy yecognized tho rights of pro- 
PERLE thoy.had 9 code of laws and honour; 


3 
nd 


® religion, with 9 dim iden of a 
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future state ; and their minds were gifted 
with the power of expansion—that is, thoy 

|, and did, onsily learn, Taving no 
other way in which to employ their intel- 
lectual faculties, they devoted thom chiofly 
to one art—that of warfare ; and but threo 
occupations found favour with them—war, 
planting, and fishing, ‘To find a comparison 
for tho stego thoy had thus cached, and 
one which is to their oredit, wo need only 
loole ta Great Britain, Tho Anciont Britons 
atained or painted their bodies, if they did 
not tattoo themselves ; and thoy fought 
lustily amongst each other, until the Romans 
came and established colonies in theiv 
midst, In the second place, tho promi- 
nence given to the fighting qualities of the 
Mnovi arises from his having been brought 
before tho world after the newspaper had 
become part and parcel of colonization, 
We have not upon record any sensational 
telegrams, daily leading articles, ox oven 
weekly records of the dangers ond diffi- 
culties overcome by tho ently sottlers in 
America; though tradition and local his- 
tories inform us of numerous disasters, of 
wholesnto massacres, nnd of defeats sustained 
at the hands of the Red Indians, before the 
white man could firmly plant his foot upon 
tho soil. But with Now Zealand and the 
Maori it has been different, ‘The world ab 
layge, roading accounts of past troubles and 
present occasional disputes, and knowing 
ittle or nothing of tho actual condition of 
the Maori race, has accepted it as a fuck 
that perpetual strife oxiats between the 
colonist and the native, 

A. simple account of tho Maoris in past 
times is nocessary to show tho glaring con- 
trast between the man-enting chiefs of two 
genorations ago, and their well-dressed de- 
seendants, who not only havd vates, but 
who sit in botlt branches of the Legislature. 

Thore is nol any record as to tho origin 
of tho Maori moe. Tis arrival in Now 
Zomoud is, according to tradition, duo to 
an event which, from its physical possi- 
Dillty, and from tho concurrent testimony 
of the various tribos, is probably truo in, ils 
main facts, 

The tradition runs that, genorations ago, 
a large migration took place from an islan 
in tho Paeific Ocean, to which tho Mnovis 
give tho name of Tawaitki, quarrels amongsb 
tho natives having driven from it a chiof 
whoge canoe arrived upon the shore of the 
North Island of New Zenland. Roturnin, 
to his home with 9 flattering desoription o 
the country he had discovered, this chiof, ib 
is snid, aot on foot a acheme of emigration 
and o fleet of larga double canoes starte 
for tho new land. The names of most of 
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the canoes are still romembered; and it is 
related that the immigrants brought with 
them the kumera, tho taro, seeda of tho 
Karaka treo, dogs, parrots, the pukeko, or 
red-billed awamp hen, &0, Strong evidence 
that there is truth in this reported exadus, 
is supplicd by tlio facts that each tribe 
agreos in its account of tho doings of the 
principal “canoes ”—that is, of the people 
who came in them—after their arrival in 
Now Zealand; and that there is also agree 
ment in tracing from cach “canoe” tho 
desoent of fo numorots tribes which have 
aprend oyer the islands, Culoulutions, based 
on the genealogical sticks kept by the 
tohungas, ot priests, have been made, thab 
about twenty generations have passed sinco 
this anigration, which would indicate the 
date to be about tho beginning of the fif- 
teenth century, Tho position of Hawaiiki 
is nob known, but there axe soveral islands 
of a somewhat similar name. 

It ig believed that the Maovis wero origi- 
nally Malays, who started from Sumatra 
and its neighbourhood, during the westerly 
trade winds, in search of islands known to 
exist to the eastward; and who, after occu- 

ying some of those islands, mignated to 

ew Zealand, Thera is some evidence in 
support of the alleged Malay origin of the 
Maori, or yather thero is evidences of de- 
scent from ance possessed of higher Inow- 
Jedgo than any shown by the Maoris since 
Huropeans first mixed with them, Thus, 
they now possess tho yuguest ideas of 
agtronomy ; but in former times they knew 
how to steer by stavs, and old Natives still 
pretend to he able to point in the direotion, 
of Hawaiiki, Again, tho reourrenco of tho 
gousons for planting and reaping was known 
by astronomical signs, and each seagon was 
ushered in by festivals which wore held 
whon éeriain conjunctions wore seen in the 
heavens, But now ther remains only 
guperstition, which promises success ov 
failure to war parties in accordance with 
the relative positions of the moon and a 
partioular star. 

In 1642, Abel Jan Van Tasman, the first 
Buropean who is known to have sighted 
New Zealand, found the Natives numerous 
and fiorco,; and threo of his men wore 
slaughtered at n spot in the province of 

felson, still known as Massacre Bry, 

uring his first voyago in 1769, and on his 
h sauibsequent visits, Captain Cook leaned the 
warlike charactor of the Maoris; and in 
} 1972, the French captain, Marion du Fresno, 
re erienced it, he and fifteen of his men 
4 ene killed at the Bay of Islands, pally 
‘inf xeyenge for desseration of places bi 
Spaigred by the Natives, and partly heouuse a 
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previont visitant, Do Lundville, had puta 
leading chief in irons, 

Tn 1814, an event ocourred which wns 
tlestined to be of tha grontest importance to 
tho natives, In that year, tho Rev, Mz, 
Maradon, from Sydney, Now South Wales, 
landed with some companions at tho Bay 
of Islands, and commenced to preach, to 
teach, and to study the language, Gradually 
other missionarios came to thor assistance ; 
but, though they toiled hard for years, were 
generally respeoted, and mado some con- 
vorls, thoy were powerless to stop or bo chock, 
tho frightful slaughters which took place as 
tribe after tribo obtained firearms. ‘ho 
first to nequive them, the Nepali, who 
inhabit the country to tho north of Anok- 
land, overran tho greater portion of tho 
Northorn Island, slaying ant enting thoso 
who could offer no resistunce to tho now 
weapons, But gradually the supply of 
muskets and ammunition was inereased, 
tribes becamo once more on an equel foot 
ing, and the same result took placo which 
attended the discovery of gunpowder in 
Ruropo—conflicts became invor, wnd_ tho 
slaughter in action was Inrgely diminished, 

Soon nflor 1830, Christianity began to 
spread, and by 1860 it had acquired n hold 
over almost the ontive native population, 
Protestant and Roman Catholio clergymen 
wont through the lend, and did thoir beat 
to root out old superstitions, to substitute 
for thom tho tenchings of tho Soriptures, 
and to promote education, Gradually thoy 
brought about amarked change, Churches 
and schools wero built; thore was outward 
observance of religion; old oustoma foll 
into disuse; and even when a section of 
tho Maoris rose against the authorlby of tho 
Government established by the white man 
thoy atill retained the faith ho had imparted 
to them, 

It was nob until 1864, when thore was a 
rovival of old suporstitions and helical 
mixed with a creed perverted from the old 
Testament, that Olristianity among the 
Maoris reecived a blow, “ Tou-hau” 
{from one of the most frequent ejaculations 
ih their prayers) was the name given to the 
new religion, Ib was accepted as a national 
one by tho tribes thon in rebellion, and tho 
influence of the missionaries among them 
enme to an ond, Bub many who eagerly 
adopted Hat-hauiém at first, have sinco 
given up it and rebellion 86 the same time, 
alice some tribes, it is true, still adhera 
to its doctrines, 

But the writer has to deal with the 
Maori as he is, and with his present con- 
dition—not with the past condition of the. 
amall geotion of the race which was in 
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active rebellion a few yoars ago; nor with 
the chances and. changes of the struggle, 
carried on at first mainly by Imperial troops 
under Imperial officers, bué brought to a 
close by colonial forces under colonial officers, 
aftor tho withdrawal of the British forces, 
As a rule, Maoris avo middle-sized and 
well-formed, tho averago height of the man 
being 6 ft, 6 in,; the bodies and arma being 
longer than thoso of the average English- 
men, but the leg bones being Shortor and 
the calves largely developed.* ‘Tho skin is 
of an olive-brown colour, and the hair 
generally black; tho tecth are good, except 
among tho tribes who live in the sulphurous 
regions about the ILot Takes, near the 
centre of the North Island ; but tho eyes 
aro bleared, possibly from tho amount of 
amoke to which they aro exposed in 
* whaves,” or cabins, destitute of chizaneys, 
Tho yoice is pleasant, and, when warlike 
excitement has not roused him to frenzy, 
every gesture of the Maori is gracoful, 
Nothing can bo more dignified than tho 
bearing of chiofs assembled at x “ runanga,” 
or council, and this peculiar composure they 
preserve whon thoy adopt European habits 
ind customs, always appearing vt eave, oven 
in the midst of what would seem a most 
incongruous assombly, In bodily powers, 
the Englishman has the advantngo, Asa 
carrier of heavy burdens, the native is the 
superior ; but in oxorotses of strongth and 
ondurance, tho average Englishman suy- 
passog tho uverago Maori, As to the 
character of tho natives, it must be remem-~ 
herod—if most oppasite and contradictory 
qualities avo asoribod to them—that the 
are in a transition atate, Some of the chiots 
are, with tho oxcoption of colour and 
Jenguage, slmost Bnropoans ; others con- 
form, whon in towns, to tho dress and 
the oustoms of white men, bué xesume 
native ways, and the blanket as tho solo 
gormont, (3 soon ag they return to tho 
kninga,” or native villnge. ‘Tho great 
majority hove idens partly furoponn, partly 
Mooxi; while a small section, professing to 
adhors to old Maorl ways, depart from 
them so‘fr as to buy or to prooure artioles of 
European manufacture, whenever they oan 
do go, Thoy avo excitable and superstitious, 
enaily worked upon al times by any one 
who holds the key to their inclinations and 
who can influence them by appenls to their 
traditionary legends ; while at other times 
they are obstinate and self-willed, whether 
for good or for evil, As is usual with 











og Dostor Thomson's yalnablo work bas 
encconaulted in propariug thia portion of 
L gp bkotoh, 
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races that have nob a writlen language. 
they possess wonderful momories; an 

whon discussing any subjeot, they cito or 
refer to precedent after precedent. They 
aro fond of such discussions ; for many a 
Maoriis a natural orator, with an easy flow 
of words, and a delight in allegories which 
aro often highly poetical, ‘They aro brave, 
yet avo linble to groundless panics. Tho 

ave by turns opon-handed and most liboral, 
andshamelessly mean and stingy, Theyhave 
no word ax phrase equivalent to gratitude, 
yot they possess the quality, Gtriof ia with 
them reduced to a ceremony, and tens ara 
produced at will. In their porsons thoy 
aro slovenly or clean according to humour ; 
and thoy avo fond of finery, obiofly of the 
gaudiest kind, ‘They aro indolent or ener- 
getic by turns, During lanting time, men, 
women, and children Iabour energetically ; 
but during the rest of the year they will 
work or idle as the mood takes them, 
When they do commence a piece of work, 
they go through with it well; nnd in rond- 
making they oxhibit a fair amount of 
engineering skill, 

& has beon already stated that the 
Northern Island of New Zealand contains 
a native population of about 37,000; but 
it must not bo imagined that theso are in 
one district, or that any considerable num- 
her are assembled in ono place, In fact, 
they aro divided into many tribes, and aro 
scattorod over an aren of 28,890,000 nexea, 
or 45,156 squaro miles, giving less than 
one native to the square milo, ‘Tho most 
important tribe is that of Ngapuhi, which 
inhabits the northern portion of the North 
Island, within tho Provinca of Auoldand. 
It was among tho Ngapwhi that the soods 
of Christianity and of olvilization wore first 
sown, and among them aro found tho best 
oyidences of tho progress which the Maori 
con mako, Torty years ago, the only town 
in Now Zenland, Kororaroke, Bay of 
Islands, oxisted within their torritorles, 
Thoir chiefs, assombled in Fobrunry, 1840, 
near tho Waitangi,” or “weeping water,” 
Tralls, wore the fimt to sign tho treaty by 
which tho Maoris neknowlodged thomsclves 
to bo subjects of Hor Majosly ; and although, 
under tho leadership of an ambitious chief, 
Hono eke, a portion of thom, in 18465, 
disputed the dinglish supremacy, yet, whon 
subdued by English troops and native allica 
(thoix own kinsmen), they adhered implicitly 
to tho pledges thoy gave, and sino then 
not a shadow of 9 doubt fins been cast on 
the fidelity of tho “Loyal Ngapuhi.” Their 
leading chief died Intoly, Ho was a man 
to whom the Colony owed much, and who 
mny bo takon as a type of tho Muori 


. 
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ventleman of 1nnk, Tamati Waka Nene 
(Thomas Walker Neng) was in his youth a 
distinguished wniior, and assisted in the 
raids made by his people on the tribes to 
the southward, Converted to Christianity 
by the missionaries, he was_ano of the first 
chiefs to sign the Treaty of Waitangi, and 
hy his arguments he was instrumental in 
inducing othors to sign, aud he aemained 
faithful to the engagements into which he 
entered that day, Hoe adhored to the 
Government in overy didtoulty and trouble 
which arose, and to the day of his death he 
wag a stanch supporter of English xe, 
setting to his people an example which 
they have houourably followed, His funoral 
was attended by a __ 
large nunbor of both 
races ; and, according 
to his desire, his body 
was buried in the 
church cemetery at 
the Bay of Ishands— 
thus breaking 
through one of tha 
most honomed of 
Maori _ custoina, 
namely, that a chief's 
remains should be 
seoretly interred in 
some remote spot, 
known to but a fow 
trusty — flowers, 
During his hfetime 
he was honoured by 
special marke of dix 
tinction from ‘ Ter 
Majesty, and atter 
hig denth the Go- 
vornmont of New 
Zealand ciected a 
handsome monmmont 
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Inbour, under the management and super. 
intendence of a native gontlomnn holding a 
acat in the Touso af Reprogontatives, In 
travolling through this district, it Is not wm- 
common 10 sce confortable woathor-boavd 
houses adopted by tho natives instead of tha 
“ wharo ;” and Luropern dress is found to 
havo fo a great extent aypplentad tho 
puimitive attize of olden days, Indeed, the 
rohits realized by Aigging knw gum, and 
y disposing of produce, stock, &a, with 
the high prices obtained for Inbour on 
public works, or in the kauri pine-forests 
which constitute the timber wealth of the 
district, enable tho Natives to procure tho 
comforts of dress and of living to which 
they have now be- 
coine acanatomed. Lo 
the north of Auck- 
land, tha tao races 
havo approached 
nenrer to each other 
than in any othor 
parts of tho Island; 
and half - castes, 
hundsomeand power- 
fully-builé xace, aro 
numorous, ‘Lhe pra- 
sont generation of 
British soltlers hag 
grown up sido by sida 
with the Maori 
youth ; and duo 
friondship oxists bo- 
taveon the satéler and 
the native, 
Throughout — the 
Colony, tho  sadinl 
condition of the 
Natives is a trvet- 
worthy indication of 
tho intoroonrse which 








tohis memory, Sinco 


then, the Ngapuhi have givon suother proof Buvopeans. Among 
G 


of tho good fooling which the Now Zealand 
Govomment have caused, In 1845, tho 
Byltish forcoa lost heavily before a & pa,” 
ox native fort, called Ohacawac, thon held 
by a section of Ngapuhi in arms, and tho 
slain were buried near the spot whero they 
foll, Recently, however, the natives, in 
their desire to proyo thoir friendship, havo 
erected a small memorial church, in the 
weynrd of which thoy havo with duo 
jongur rainterred tho oxhunted ramaing of 
thoix former foes ; thus giving addilional 
evidenge of the complete extinguishment of 
ai sae and jenlousies, 
r@ Aglince at the map will ghow the pro- 
\gries which is belog made with roadworks 
A sthis pact of the Islen of the 
i native 
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they Ivo had with 
tho Newpuhi, ut places 
like the Thames Gold. Tolls, nour Anuoke 
Jand, about Napior, and on the weal const 
of tho Province of Wollington, whore the 
Maori has boon Inought into closo contact 
with Europeans, there avo the same evi- 
dences of an upward progress. ‘he style 
of living ig changed ; the wharo jis 
given way to the aubstantiel house 5 the 
Dlankot ox flax mat is replaced by brond- 
cloth ; and, asa matter of course, improve- 
mont in living inducos improvement in 
mind. In the outdistriots, where sottle- 
ments huve beon established only a fow 
years, tho Maori is slill in a half-and-helf 
state, In his own villago, ho conforms in 
his habitation, his food, ond his cloth- 
ing, to the ways of his fathers 5 but Hoot or 
carelesd must the Maori be, especially ifa 
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young man, who cannot appear neat ‘and 
amart in Tinglish dress when on a. visit to 
the noighbouring township. In such wild 
districts as the mountainous inlund regions, 
ancestral habits havo full sway ; and at one 
losnlity, botweon the English settlements on 
tho Waikato River and Lake Taupo, there 
oxisis n rommant of what may be termed 
the “National party ;” who, howover, 
though they may inveigh against “paleha” 
customs, avo not the lesa ready to disposo 
of their produce to the nenest trader, and 
to invest tho proceeds in tho purchase of 
English manufactures, 

Tho Middle Island Natives, as beforo 
stated, number but 3,000, and they are 
spread ovor un immense extont of country, 
living in groups of a fow families on the 
reserves made for them when the lands 
were purchased—for the whole of tho 
Middle Island has been bought from the 
native owners by the Government. What- 
ever may be the cause, it is a fret that tho 
natives of tho Middle Teland aro ny pathetio 
and oareless, as compared with their 
brothron in the North, 

Thore ave Lavo special features apparent in 
tho condition of the Natives, ‘Tho first 
is the onergotic revival of agriculture, to 
which a stop hud been put during tho 
iroublous times, On such a subject it is 
impossible to collect statistics; but the 
evidence of persons woll acquainted with 
tho raco goes to prove that every yonr 

grentor brvadths of lund are bought under 

cultivation; that slrenuous oxertions aro 
made 10 obtnin the best implements ; and 
that tho Iabour of overy iho is directed 
to recouping tho losses sustained dnrin, 

times of nguicultual inaction, ‘Tho secon 

foaturo is tho anxioty displayed for tho 
education of children, and for thoir instrue- 
tion in tho Huglish language, Nothing has 
mora largely contributed to this than the 
admission of Natives, nol only to tho Legis- 

Igtive Council and the House of Represen- 

tatives, but also into the ranks of the 

Fxcoutive Government, ‘The Natives havo 

thus boon induced to take n deep interest 

in the procaedings of Parliament, and th 
make it their business to become wel 
qoquainted with all that goes on in each 

Houso, ‘he disoussions which take placo 

in Parlinmont sro'oullicized in even, remote 

villages, The ignorance of our language by 
the Maori mombors is scon to bo to their 
‘ disadvantage ; and so tha Mnoris of tho 

Phosont day are constant in their spplicn- 
. tigha'forachools, Tor tho Support ofthom, a 
ay, Allin da cages annually by the Legislature, 
“4 Which Tita to be supple hented by tho 


itt¥os, who glvo Jandy ne endowments for 
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the schools, prooure timber for tho buildings, 
assist in their erection, and contribute 
towards the salaries of the tenchas, The 
sysiom adopted is ono of numorous day- 
schools established wherever childien ave 
found in some numbers ; and a strict 1ale 
is that the Maori tongue is not to be used 
within the school. Tho children are taught 
veading, writing, arithmetic, geography, and 
history ; the girls loarning alsp to sow, to 
wash, &o. ‘They all receive lessons In 
tidiness, cleanliness, and oder, which cnn- 
not bub be salutmy. In addition to tho 
village schools, thero aro o fow establish- 
ments, chiefly founded. by roligious bodies, 
but mainly supported. by the State, where 
Native children aro boarded, Thore are 
alrendy forty-nine of these Native schools, 
with 1,268 scholars, Othes aro contom~ 
plated. There has not yet beon time for 
any visible results ; but the progress mado 
by the pupils generally is such as to give 
good hopes for the future, 

It has been said that the whole of tho 
Middle Island has been purchased from 
tho Nutives ; but this cannot be said of the 
Northern Island, Hore the Maoris still 

jogsess & vast extent of country—too vast 
fox thom to make any use of, It was by 
purchaso that the lands were acquired on 
which are situated the flourishing settle- 
monts of tho North Island; and it is b 

urchaso from the Native owners that fros! 

lands aro being obtained, whether by the 
Governmont or by private pesons, In 
many instancos, also, Inge tracts are lensed 
from the Natives, and aro occupicd by set» 
tlers.as sheep or cattle-runs, It ix, however, 
one of tho laws of tho colony, that whatever 
axoas of land a tribe may desire to sell or 
lease, it shall retain a sufficiency to onuble 
il to maintain itself; and, consequently, 
laygo reacryes, made in the interest of Native 
sellers, avo to be found in each island, 

As tho immigration (pssisted) and. publio 
works undertaken by the Colony proceed, 
additional valuo is givon year by year to the 
Jand atill hold by the Natives, who are aiding 
Jargoly in the opening up of the comtry, 
By the Maoris generally the achomo of 
interscoting the Northern Island by ril- 
woys aud by roads has been heiled with 
pleasure, ey havo taken rondlily to 10nd~ 
making ; and, by their Jabour, highwnys 
have been opened into the interior, alon, 
which coaches now run, passing over counts 
which but a short time ago wns accessible 


only by the roughest horso-tracks. a 
The forogoing brief sketch shows {ho 


difference between the New Zealand Native 
ag he now is, and the wild savage he ia tog : 
often ulaely represented to be 
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THE PRESENT FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 


pat form of governmant of Now Zealand 
is ag free as any in the British domi- 
nions, Executive powor is nominally vested 
ina, Governor appointed by the Queon ; bat 
he is bound to not, as is hor Majesty her- 
self, in conformity with the principles of 
Responsible Government, which, for piac- 
tical purposes, vests the divection of affnirs 
in the representatives of the people, In cases 
of direct Imperial interest, the Governor 
would no doubt act under orders of the 
Imporal Government, Legislative gowet 
ia vested in the Governor and two Cham- 
pore—one, called the Legislative Council, 
consisting ab present of forty-nine members 
nominated by the Govornor for life; and 
the other, the ILouse of Representatives, 
elected by the people, from time to time, 
for five years, and now consisting of seventy- 
eight members, Although the House is 
clected for five yeara, it can ho dissolved by 
the Governor at any time, and thereupon a 
new election must take placo, The speci 
privileges which yest 2n the House of Com- 
mong regnding the raising nnd appropria- 
tion of public moneys, also vest in the 
House of Represontatives. Any man of 
twenty-one years aud upwards, who ig a 
born or naturalized British subject, and 
who has held for six months a freehold of 
the clear value of £50; or who has a lenga- 
hold with three yents to run, or of which 
he has been in possession for three years ; 
or who is a honseholdér having oceupied 
for six months a house, in a town, of tho 
yearly yaluo of £10, or if not in a town, 
then of the yearly valuo of £6,~can, by 
registration, qualify himself to voto for the 
elantion of a membor of the Honse of Repre- 
sentatives, ‘Tivery man who has for six 
months held @ miner's right on a gold field, 
ds entitled to voto in a district partly or 
wholly situated within the limits of tho 
fold fields; provided that no such person {a 
otherwise qualified to voto within such dis- 
trot, Any porson qualified to yote for tho 
election of o member of the Mouse of 
Representatives is also, speaking gonorally, 
qualified te be clocteil a mamber of that 
Housa, There ard, howover, certain special 
disqualifications for membership, such as 
ave oxime, bankruptoy, and paid offica 
Bie than hit is called politiesl) in the 

Ipninl service, Four of the mombors of 
Hie,sHouse are Nutives, olested wndor a 
pel Tow by, Natives alone, 


Tho Coloniel Legislature, which moots 
once n yoax, has powor gonerally to make 
laws for the pence, order, and good govern- 
mont of New Zealand, Tho Aots pnased 
by it are dubjoot to tho disallowanoo—and 
in avery fow cases ato required to bo va- 
sorved for tho signifloation of the plensure— 
of her Majesty. But thera havo not boon, 
in the courage of the twenty yonrs since tho 
Constitution was granted, moro than half » 
dozen instances of disallowanco ov refusal 
of assent, ‘The Legislature has also, with a 
few oxcoptions, ample power to modify the 
Constitution of the Golony,  Fxeoutivo 
power js administered, as before atated, in 
accordance with the usage of Responsibla 
Government as it exists in the United 
Kingdom. The Governor ropresents the 
Crown, and his Ministers must possess tho 
confidence of tho majority in the House of 
Ropresentatives. UWxcapt in matters of 
purely Imporial concern, the Governor, as a 


ial rule, acts on tho advico of his Ministers, 


Ho has power to dismiss thom and appoint 
others ; but tho ultimate contro! rests with 
the reprasentatives of the people, wha hold 
the eirings of tho publio purse, 

‘The Oolony is divided into nine provinces, 
each of which has an lective Superin- 
tendent, and a Provinoial Council oso 
elective, In each caso the cleation fy for a 
period of four years; but a dissolution of 
the Provincial Jounoil by the Govornor oan 
take place at any time, and it necossttates a 
frosh cleotion both of tho Counoil and of 
tho Suporintondent, ‘Tho Superintendeitt 
is chosen by tho olectora of tho whole 
provineo ; the members of the Provincial 
Council by thoss of cleotornl districts, 
Any person who can volo for the clegtion 
of a mombor of the Tougse of Roprestnta- 
tives, can voto (in a provineo) for tho eles. 
tion of a Superintendent, or (in a district) 
of ga momber of tho Provincial Connoll ; 
oxcept that holdors of minors’ righta oanndt 
yoto for the election af a Superintondont, 
though they can for that o Provinolal 
Councillors. A qualiflention to voto in any 
of those onsos is also a qualification to bo 
elected, 

Provincial Legislatures, oonsiating of tha 
Superintendent and Provincial Counall, pass 
Ordinances subject to disallowance by the 
Governoy, or, wien reserved, to the signifi- 
cation of his pleasure, Thoro are cortain 
subjects, ath ag Customs, Superior Courts 
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DESORIPTION OF OLIMATE, &e. 


of Iw, Goinnge, Postal Service, Light- 
houses, Crown Lands, &,, respecting which 
Provincial Councils cannot legislate ; and 
on all othor mattors their legislation is con- 


trolled and may be superseded by any Act oharge 


of the Odloninl Logislature inconsistent 
therewith, Otherwise, Provincial Councils 
can legislate for thé pence, order, and good 
govormnent of theiy respective provinces, 
and oan raiso and appropriate Provincial 
yevenue, ‘Tho administration of Provingial 
government is vested in the Superintendent, 
sometimes with and sometimes without any 


advising or controlling Exeoutive Council, - 


_ is regulated by Provincial and Colonial 
laws, 

Legislation concerning the sale and dis- 
pos of Crown lands and the occupation of 
gold flolds is exclusively vested in the 
Colonial Parliament ; but the administra- 
tion of such Jaws, and the appropriation of 
revenues arising thereunder, are practically 
dealt with by Superintendents and Pro- 
vinoial Councils. As a rule, resolutions 
passed bye Council respeoting modifications 


of the land laws of its province, are given; 


effect to by the Colonial Legislature, ; 
Phere are also, in most towns ih* the 
colony, municipal bodies, such as Mayors 


85 


and Town Counoils in England, invested 
with ample powors for sanitary and other 
municipal purposes ; and there are in vari- 
ong country districts elective Road Boards, 
d with the construction and. repnir of 
roads and bridges, and with othor local 
matters, Thero are also in each Provineo 
central and local Boards of I[ealth, ap- 
pointed under a Public Health Act, and 
having authority to act vigorously, both in 
towns and in the country, for the proven~ 
tion and suppression of dangerous infeotious 
discases, 

Tho above shart summary of tho aystem 
of government in Now Zealand, suffices to 
show that the lending characteristics of tho 
British Constitution—sel{-government and 
localized self-ndiministration—avre preserved, 
and in fact extended, in the New Zenland 
Constitution; that there is ample power to 
regulato its institutions, and to adapt them. 
from time to time to the growth and pro- 
gress of the Colony, and to its varied xe- 
quiromonts ; and that it is the privilogo of 
covery colonist to take posonal part to 
somo extent, cithor os clector or clocted, 
in tho conduct of public affnirs, and in 
the promotion of the welfare of tho com- 
munity, ¥ 





DESORIPTION OF OLIMATEH AND ' MINERAL AND 
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCHS OF NEW ZHALAND, 


EW ZEALAND comprises two large 
islonds, Kuown as the North and 
South Islands, with one of smaller size 
called Stewart Island, They ave situated 
im the South Paciflo Ocean, yearly at the 
a oe to Great Britain, 

Tho islands form one extended line for a 
distance of nearly 1,200 miles, their gene- 
aul direction being towards the south-waat ; 
but a straight line from the North Oape to 
tho South Cape would not excoad 900 
miles in length. Tholr avorage breadth is 
about 120 miles ; but no part is anywhore 

_ more distant than 75 miles—or rather more 
than the distances from London to Brighton 
~-from tho const, Their aven iy nearly 

‘ 100,000 Bquare miler ; almost eqital to that 
of Groat Britain and leland, “Theit dis- 
tatodsfrom Groat Britain is about 12,000 


aiilog, and ftom Australia about 1,200. 
* Githe ‘Now Israxp is sbous 600 miles 


loligydta grostest broadth being about 260 


miles, Its area is about 44,000 square 
miles, or iather less than that of England. 

The Sovrm Iszany is about 600 miles 
long, its gucatest breadth ‘being 200 miles, 
with an area of 55,000 squoxe niiles, or 
About the size of England and Wales, Tt 
is separated from the North Island hy 
Cook Strait, thirtecn miles ucross at the 
narrowest part~—a feature of tho greatest 
importance to the country, from its freili- 
tatmg intercomniunication between tho 
different Provinces without the neoossity of. 
ae round the Oolony if it was in 
oni le 


8 

The North Island is divided into four Pro- 
vineos, viz. Auckland, Taranaki, [awko's 
Boy, and_ ‘Wellington. ‘Taranaki and 
Tlawko's Bay lio on tho west nnd onal 
consis Lespectively, between tho tivo moro 
important Provinces of Auckland on the 
north and Wellington on the south, 

Tho South Island is divided into five 

0% 
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Provinces, viz,, Nelson, Marlborough, Can- 
torhury, Otago, and Westland. (Southlan 
wos for ashoit time an independent Pro- 
vince, but now again forms part of Otago.) 
Nelson aud Marlborough are in the 
north, Canterbuy in the contre, Otago in 
the south, and Westland to the west of 
Canterbury, being separated from tho latter 
Provineo by the chain of tho Southorn Alps. 

Now Zealand is vory mountginous, with 
extensive plains, which, in tho South 
Island lie principally on tho eastern side of 
the mountains, and in the North Island on 
the western pide, the interior and moro 
mountainous parts being covered with dense 
forest, containing almost inexhaustible sup- 
plies of fine timber. 

In tho North Island the mountains os- 
cupy bout one-tenth of the surface, and in 
the South, nearly four-fifths ; but in the 
South Island the greater part of the moun- 
tains are opert, well grassed, and used for 
pastoral purposes, 

Forest, or, as it is called in the Qolony 
bush, is also sufficiently plentiful on tho 
pleing on the western slopes of both 

islands ; and a very large oxport trade is 

done in timber, The rivers ave very nume- 
rous, and. of larga size in proportion to the 
area of the country; but, owing to its 
mountainous character, they are rapid in 
their course, and in only fow instances 
navigable, 

In tha northern half of the North Island 
the mountains do nob ocoupy 86 much of 
the land as in other parts, and do nob ex- 
ceod 1,500 ft. in height, with the exception 
of a few oxtinel volennoes that reach to 
2,000 fh and 3,000 ft, 

Towards the middle part of the Island 
fre several vauy lofty voloanic mountains, 
ono of which, Tongariro (6,500 ft.), is still 
ocensionally active: Ruapehu (9,100 ft), 
which fs in the centre of the Island, and 
Mounit- Egmont (8,300 £6), in Taranaki, 
near ‘tho weat const, are extinct volonnocs 
that 'vench aboye the limit of eee 
snowy Hgmiont being aurrounded by one of 
the Les extensive ard fertile districts in 
New Zealand, 

To tho eastward. of these begins the main 
range b€Now Zealand, which, broken only 
uy Re Aimer oe fo tho — 
south of the country ; but this range, which, 
in thé Sovith Island, is Taube *as tho 
Southérn Alps, is orossed ab intervals by 
low passes, which sxe of great valuc to the 
gountry} by affording easy means of com- 

Herre botwemm the enst and wosb 

*Soosts, 

., The greatest height of the main range in 
the North Island is 6,000 ft., so that Son 
2 
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tho loftiost peaks are not coverod with « 


id snow at all seasons of the yoar ; but in the 


South Islend the Alpine peaks riso to from 
10,000ft. to 14,000 ft., and, like tho Alps of 
Europe, contain in the higher regions valloya 
filled with glaciers or masses of sliding ico, 
derived from extoneive snow-flelds, which 
form the sources of the principal rivers that 
interseot and fortilize oxtonsive downs and 
plains in their course to tho sea. 


Oumarn, 


Tho changes of weather and tomporaturo 
are vory suddon ; calms and gales, 1ain and, 
sunshine, heat and cold, often alternating 
no frequontly and suddenly ns to defy pre- 
vious calculation ; so that thoro camot be 
said to be any uniformly wot or dry sonson 
in the year. But although these changes 
are stidden and frequent, they are confined 
within very narrow limits, tho oxtromes of 
daily temperature only varying throu, hout 
tho year by an average of 20°, whilat in 
Europe, at Romo, and other places of corre. 
sponding Intitude with Now Zealand, tho 
somo variation amounts to or oxcoeds 80°, 
In respect to temperature, New Zonland 
may bo compared olther with Engiind or 
with Italy, bul London is 7° colder than 
the North, and 4° colder than tho South 
Island of Now Zealand, and is less moist, 

The mean annual temperature of the 
North Island is 67°, and of the South 
Island 52°, that of London and New York 
being 51°, whilo ab Bdinburgh i is only 
47°, tho heat in summer heing tompored by 
tho olmost continual breozea, und the win. - 
ter cold being not nearly go severe ns ab 
any of tho above-montioned places, oxcepb 
in tho uplands and extrome south. 

Tho mean tomporntura of tho diférent 
seasons for the whole colony is, in spring 
65°, in summer 63°, in aulumn 57°, and in 
winter 48°. January and Tobruary, corre- 
sponding to July and August in Ungland, 
are the two warmest months in New Zoqy 
land ; and July and August, corresponding 
to January and February in England, the 
two coldest, excepting in Nolson and Wels 
lington, at which Places the monn tompo> 
rature ia lowest in June and July.*, 

At Taranaki the olimalg, is romarkably 
eqtablo, and snow never falls near the 
coast. Ab Wellington it is very variable, 
and subject to frequent gusts of wind from ‘ 
the hills that surround the harbour, Nel- 
gon enjoys a sholtered position and clear 
sky: In Onntorbury tho acasohs aro more 
distinctly marked, the frost in wintor being 
occasionally severe (though it never froezex, 
all day near the coast), and tho hent in 
summer ofton very great, Tho wintor in 
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, Otago is decidedly colder, and severe frosts, 
with deop snow tpon tho upland plains, 
mo common in the winter. Stowari’s 
Taland is subjeot to violont winds‘ and fro- 
quent fogs. 

Strong winds are provalent throughout 
the Colony, and. particularly in the Straits, 

Rain falls frequently, but seldom in such 
excessive quantity, or for poriods of so 
gront length, as fn Australia ; the henviost 
ruin seldom exceeding two days’ duration, 
oxcepting on the West Coast, whilst it is 
rare form fortnight to elapse without a 
showor, 

‘Tho rainfall for the year 1871 was 54} in., 
the averngo rainfall in England being about 

in, 


Mivonac, 


A. very large number of the population 
of New Zealand are occupied in mining for 
gold, which for tho last twolve years has 

‘ormed ond of the most important exports 
of the Oolony. The gold is obtained in 
two forms, viz, as alluvial gold (which is 
washed from the sand and gravel which 
ocoupy valleys in the mountain ranges), and, 
a8 veins in quartz reefs, wey 

Alluvial gold is chiefly found in the 
South Island in the Provinces ‘of Otago, 
‘Westland; and Nelson, in which districts 
mining operations are cmried on over an 
area of almost 20,000 square miles, 

Tho quantity of gold exported from those 
Provincos wp to 81st March, 1874, athounted 
to 6,421,061 oz, of tho value of .£26,273,379, 
Although apparently most of the richest 
doposits have already been discovered and 
worked by the miners, there ig still a vast 
field for the otnployment of this alluring 
and eprodusttes description of labour, 
especiully when mochanical appliances an 
the systematio introduction of water power 
hove been moro generally applied. Al 
ready tha pursuit of gold, whioh at first was 
followed by individual minors, has become 
a more settled industry, and small com- 
inunitios of x permanont character now 
ocoupy districts that would have remained 
unexplored and uneacupied had it not beon 
for the stimulus afforded by the scarch after 
the precious metal. 

Tho auriforous sand, or,gold drift, as it 
ig usually termed, is of three distinot 
kinds ;—Firat, that which is found in. tho 
beds of rivers, and which is worked by 
small parties of mines, ns the process 
roquires no largo oxpenditure of eapital to 
efleot the separation of the gold, Secondly, 
imthonsoly thick doposits of gravel, of more 
ancient date, oconpy the widor valloys and 
the flat country, fom which tho gold can 
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only be obtained by means ofa considerable 
expenditure and ange engineering works 
for the purpose of bringing a supply of 
water for wadermining and working the 
auriferous deposits. This description of 
mining is of a more permanent description 
thon tho former, and provision has been 
made by the Colonial Governmont for as- 
sisting the miners by the construction of 
water-iaces, which will supply the means of 
profitable “employment to a much lergor 
number of peisons than at present gain 
a livelihood by this description of mining, 
Thirdly, along the sea const the continued 
wash of the waves produces a sifting action 
on the sands which me brought down the 
rivers and dfifted along the shore, thus 
producing deposits of fine gold, which, by 
the aid of simple mechanical contrivances, 
afford employment tos large number of 
diggers, who can labour without incurring 
the hardships and priyations which attend 
the occupation of the miner in the moro 
inland districts, 

The extraction of gold from the lodes, or 
quartz reefing, as it is tormed, jis atill in its 
infancy in Now Zenland except in the 
‘Thy es district of the Province of Auck- 
land, in the North Island, where gold , 
Guat has been mined sinco 1852, At 
this place tho mountain range which forms 
the Batville peninsula is intorseoted by 
voing of quart, impregnated with gold and 
silver ; and thongh the district as yot tested 
by the miners is a vory insignificant por- 
tion of the whole aici of country of a 
similar charactor, it has already produced 
precious motals to the valuo of £3,061,461. 

Tho ‘Thames minos aro chiofly worked by 
companits, which have in somo instances 
gained onormous fortunes, though in many 
casos, from oyor spooulation and defective 
management, thoy have proved failuros. 
Labour can only he employed in this do- 
seription of mining by combination,and the 
employment of capital, but the mining com- 
pantes aro often formed of working mop, 
who hold shares, besides which they affo 
employment to a Iarge number of mines, 
who reoeive good wages; and tho miners’go 
employed, while they cannot expoat the rich 
prizes which occasionally reward those who 
‘work on the alluvial diggings, are yet more 
certain of stendy and romunerative employ- 
nent, 

The latest discoveries on the gold fields 
havo led to the development of quartz xeef- 
ing in tho South Island, and ws alluvial 
mining gradually cngrosses Jess exclustye 
attention, it cannot bo doubted, from the , 
exporiendeof other gold-produoing countriey, * 
that there will be found many moro locale 4 
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ties in which quartz reefing will hecome a 
permanent industry. : 

Other valuablo motals, such as silvor, 
moreury, coppor, loud, chrome, manganoso, 
and iron have been disquvared in var 
parts of the Colony, and in due time will bo 
profitably worked when tho cirowmstances 
of the labour znaticot pormil, Ores of tho 
last-mentione mip ten ae remark 
ably nbundaut, and aro alrendy attracting 
nttontion, ao that aevoral joining and smelt- 
ing companies havo been formed, the oporn- 
tious of which will afford a very considerable 
wane mont for labour. 

lonl-nines have been opened in all parts 
of the Colony, the coal heing of two distinat 
degoriptions, viz., that which is adapted for 
atonm purposes, or black conl, and brown 
coal, & variety which, though too bully, and 
siving out its heat too slowly to bo usoful 
for steamorson Jong voyages, is, nevertheless, 
of gyant value for alsamers on covatal 
voyages, for stationary engines af manu- 
factories, and for domestic uso, being quite 
equal, for tho latter Purpose to much of 
the conl thet is used in Gormany and 
Austria, 

The black coal seams occut chiofly on the 
Weat Coast of the South Island, in several 
distinct conl-fiolds, which cover an axoa of 
neatly 100 square miles, The principal coul- 
fields avo in the vicinity of shipping ports 

t Collingwood and the Buller and Groy 
Rivers; ub the Jast-mentioned places aro 
only nt present nocessible to vosyole of mo- 
dovato sizo, so that the diffieulty of shipping 
the coal has retarded the developinont of 
tha miney, which would at firat have to 
aompats with tho oxleusive mines of Now 
Honth Wales that ab prosent aupply neatly 
all the storm coal naed in Now Zonland, 

Tho construation of railways and, othor 
works, howevar, is now in gotivo progiass 
for the gorvico of these conl-fleldé, and as 
they are subdivided and lot My Govornment 
gn oxtromely favourably terms to lessees, it 
jay be expooted that in a short time 
gevoral ynines will be in full jyorkcing order, 
and that thriving communities will apring 
wp,in tha nbove-montioned plages, Minin; 

brdyn coal, deposits of which are acatio 

gr Ol parts of tho Colony, though not 

Icgly, excopt in a fow instances, to mipport 
e Inge mining communitios us tho black 

wi ; yal afford, in tine, extensive em- 
ovens, 

i thon, 


ready, nest aome of thy cant 
A maa binge bs isin thee 
esotiptiont {of >ooal, vile. many count 
Alatgiotés w uri luowood fe eficion depend 
it fort nel, Ita valuo, 


patitely:on erefore,# 
si Agslatingin tho futwzo developmont of-yPaper 
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the country, can hardly bo oyer-catimated, 
Some of the moro oxtonsive deposits of 
brown coal contain seams of great import. 
ance, and of such stperior quulity as to 


rious approach that of the tre black coal ; as, for 


instance, al Kawa Kawa, in tho Bay of 
Talanda; inthe Waikato, south of Auckland ; 
the Malvern Hills newt Ohyistchurch, and 
tho Clutha Valley, near Dunedin ; and in 
Southland. 

PorroLuum, 


As wnatural product derived from tho 
decomposition of coul-acams, it is propor to 
montion the occurrence of petroleum or 
rock-oil springs in various ‘parts of tho 
Colony, particularly ab Taranaki, on the 
‘West Coast, and in tho vicinity of Povorty 
Biy, near tho East Oupe, in the North 
Tsland. ‘Tho quality of the petwoloum in 
the Inttor Glace ia quite equal to that ob- 
teined in Caneda and the United States, aa 
it yields, by a simple refining procoss, 60 to 
76 per cent. of commercial kerosine, Com- 
panios have been formed for oxtracting this 
rook oil, but the works are not yet aufi- 
siontly advanced to detormine whothor it 
will bea profitable speculation in the pre- 
sont state of Igbour in the Colony, and the 
very low price of the imported article. A 
liboxal, bonus haa, howovor, heen offered hy 
the Government with the view of fostering 
this induatry, tho development of which, in 
recent years, has led to so much prospority 
in cortain districts of tho United States of 
America, 


AaRiouiwunn, 


Allusion has been made to the aron of 
squnlay occupied by smountein yangos in 
Now Zealand, and the general positton they 
ovoupy with reforenco to tho geography of 
the country; aud il nay bo furthoy stated 
that, with the excaption of the Alpine 
xanges, ovary par of the connizy is more or 
Toss adapta ‘or aotlloment of somo Jrind, 
A, olearor iden of tho yaluo of the country, 
and the purposes to which it is applicable, 
js, however, abteined by a comparison of 
the rook formations, the decomposition of 
which produceg the soils, ag shown in tho 
following tabla, from oa. atudy of which it 
will bo found that inthe whole Colony 
there arg abput 12,000,000 nores of Ioncd 
fitted for agriculture, herein tho form of 
surface is suitable, and abayb 60,000,000 
which are better adapted for pastrage 5 bub 
from thosa estimptes allowanos must be 
mado for about 20,000,000 acres of surfres 
at presont covered by forest, 
would be hoyond the scope of this 
to desoribe in detail tho ondloss yarie- 
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Anva ov Dirrcrant Fonsrartons In Naw Z#aLanv. 





— 


1, Muvintilo dvifts, one-third agrioultual.,, 


2, Marino bavi f two-thirds agricultural 


(vost pastoral 
3. Upporgacondary, 
4, Palwozoio, pastoral 
5, Sohistoge, pastoral 
6. Granitio, worthless 
4%. Volonnic, one - aixt 
pastoral)... 


Square MOS essences 



















North Istand.|Sonth Island.| Totals, 
Bay 6,286 14,733 
18,898 4,201, 18,099 
2,890 2,110 4,800 
6,487 20,281 28,008 

we 16,808 15,808 
5,978 6,978 

14,564 1,160 16,714 
44,780 55,264 100,000 





ties of soil which ave found in Now Zealand, 
+ but attontion may bo drawn to tho chief 
peculinrities — 

In the north of Auckland, inoluding the 
lower portion of tho Waikato Valley, light 
volonnio soils provail, intersporsod with 
aveas of olay marl, which, in tho natural 
stato, is cold and uninviting to the agrionl- 
tuvist, but which, novertheless, under proper 
drainage and cultivation, may be brought 
to a high state of productivoness. ‘tho 
Jattor are, however, almost universally neg- 
lected at tho present time by the sottlerg, 

. Who profer the more oaally worked an 
more rapidly remunerativesoils derived from 
the volcanic rooks, 

In tho western district, which oxtends 


round Taranalct_ and Wanganui, the soil is al 


all thal can be desired, and is probably one 
of tho xichest arons in the Southern Iomt- 
sphore, ‘The guxfaco soil is formed by tho 
docomposition of caloarooug marls, which 
wnderkio the whole countyy, intormixed with 
thoddbris from tholave-strenms and tufaceous 
xooks of the extinct voleanic mountatns. 
Tho noblo character of tho forest-growth 
which gonorally covers tho aroa, proves the 
great productiveness of its sojl, although at 
the same time it groatly impedes the pro- 
gross of aettloment, 

In tho contral digtrict of the North Island, 
from Tawpo towntds the Bay of Plenty, the 
surface soil is derived from vdleania rocks 
of a highly silicoops dheragten, and largo 
avens ave covered with little else thon loozs 

" friable pumiceatona, ovat 
and in soma limited aveds 7 
valleys; such ad the Wail 
‘Thames, and dlgo when yolennio rocks of a 


degrees of tony 
Jops arid descufption appear ub the surface ,.of tr gi oh orop may 


font forsility prevails, and any defigiancies 

fy the obnracter of tho soil are ‘amply com- 

< périatted for by tho magnificence of the 
+ allndge of this part of Now Zenland, On 


tho 6 torn sido of tho slato range, which. 


extends through the North Island, tho sur- 
face of tho country is genorally formed of 
olay marl and. colearcous rocks, the valleys 
heing oscupied by shingle deposits derived 
from the slate and sandstone rocks of the 
back ranges, with occasignal areas of fertile 
alluyium of considerable extent, It is only 
tho latter portions of this district which can 
be considered as adapted for agriculture, 
whilo the remainder affords some of tho 
finest pastoral land to be met with inany 
part of the Solony. 

In tho South Igland the chief agricultural 
avons are in the ‘vicinity of the aga const, 
Dut there aro also small. areas in the interior, 
in the vicinity of the Lalo districts, whore 
agrioultura oan be profitably followed, Tho 

vial soil of the Joven part of the Cuntor- 
buy plains qnd of Southland aro tho most 
yomariabls for their fertility ; but aoaroely 
logs ithportané qo the low rolling downs, 
formed by tho calcareous rocks of, tho 
toxtinry formation, which skirt tho higher 
mountain masses, and frequontly have their 
quality improyod by the disintegration of 
intorsporsod basaltio rocks, 

On ae western aside of tho Island the 
rapid fall-of «tho rivers carries tho material 
derived fron the mountain ranges almost 
to the seq const, 86 {hat comparatively mall 
areas are occupied by good alluvial soil ; 
bub these, frvqured hy the humidity of the 
olimate, posses’ a remarkable degrea of 


fertility. 
By the proper gelaction of soil, and, with 
# system of agriculture modified to suis the 


ds tho const, 4 
iY tg “great yarioty of climpte which necessa 
“ond. «the ils i 


y 
provailg in a country oxtondihg aver ne 
6 latitude, every variéty 
be sucessfully 
raised. ‘avy. Zopland s and with duo cara 
in_ these rospects, Now Zealand will not 
fail to becomo*a great producing and 


porting scountry of all the chiof food 
b Ain 


x 
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Aximéb AND Vecrrannn Propuctioys. 


Until the syatematic colonization of the 
Islonds, Now Zealand was vory destitute of 
terrestrial or animal life suitable 10 tho 
wants of civilized men, the only mammals 
being a small rat, a dog Gvhich had beon 
probably introduced since the Islands weio 
peopled by the presont race), and igs, the 
produce of some animals left by aptain 
Cool and the navigators who succeeded him, 
Soon after the establishment of tho sottle- 
ments in Now South Wales, an intercourse 
sprang up between Sydney and the northern 
pects of tho Islands, which wore also 

equently visited by whalo-ships; and 
through the agency of the early inission- 
aries and other visitors, many useful ani- 
mals and plants were then introduced, In 
more recent years all kinds of domestio 
animala, many of very high quality, have 
been imported, including valuable conti- 
nentel breeds of sheep and the American 
Mama. Domestic poultry of almost ever 
species has also beon introduced, and, 
through the agenoy of tho Acolimatization 
Societies, many species of gamo Groh as 
hares, phensants, pertaidges, black, game, 
rod grouse, quail, &¢,), and a host of the 
smaller birds of Europo and othor countries, 

have boon spread throughout the Islands, 
The rivers of Now Zealand, too, which 
formerly produced only tho esl and a fow 
small salmonoid fish of little value, aro 
gradually being stooked with tiont; whilst 
arch, tonch, and carp have also been satis« 
fnatortly noclimatized. 

The seas avound Now Zealand, however, 
always make up, by tho abundance and 
large varioty of the valueble fish which they 

roduc, for the sountineas of tho terrestrial 

fauinin, Amongst theso we may namo the 
har (wvory largo spacies of cod), the king 
fish, frost fish, butter fish, red schnapper, 
nook, Barracouta, kawai, sole, dory, flounder, 
and many othors, all in considorable quantity 
and of delicious flavour; besides which, 
shonls of mackerel aud pilchard ocour during 
certain seasons of the year, Oyators 
mussels, crayfish, and. other mollusca ani 
“ornstacoa of pee yale and of excellent 
Aauality abound, requiring only proper sys- 
tenatidioulturs to become a source of woalth 
tothe: Oolony. ‘Thera is no doubt, in fact, 
that thé New Zealand Ashories, which have 
hithorté been little looked aftet, but aro 
ne being brotottad under legislative enact- 
ihents} Will become of eonfiderablo import- 
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ance with the aproad of trade and intercourse, 
Ag xogards tho vegetable productions, it 
would ocoupy too much space in a publica- 
tion like the present to give any propor 
recount cithor of tho indigonous or intro- 
duced flora, ‘Tho indigonous forest of Now 
Zealand is evergraon, and contains a large 
variety of valuable woods, amongst which 
wo may nano the puriri, the matali (or black 
ine), the vim (ox red pino), the kahikaton 
tor white pine, whose timber is, for ils 
lightness and toughness, well adaptod for 
tho'manufacture of packing-ouses, &o,), tho 
tolara (n apecies of yow), the hinan (from 
tho bark of which a vory valuable tannin is 
gxiracted), and various species of beech, 
Most of theso trees produca excellent timber 
for ordinary building purposes, many of 
them yiold handsome furnitura woods, 
whilst the bacch is ono of the most valurble 
shipbuilding timbers known, scasoning easily 
and being extremoly durable, Amongst 
the smaller plants, the Phornuum tenax, or 
New Zonland flax, is of especial value ; 
whilst largo tracts of country aro covered 
with indigenous grasses of high feoding 
quality, which support millions of sheop, 
and hayo thus pedh produative of greatwealth 
to tho Colony, Many of the more valuable 
trees of Europe, America, and Australia 
have been introduced, and havo flourished 
with a vigour scarcely evor attninad in their 
own natural habitets, In many paris of the 
Colony the hop grows with unoxamplod 
luxurinnce; whilst all the Huvoponn grasses 
and other useful plints produco roluns 
oqual to those of the most favotred localitios 
at home, ruil, too, id abundant all over 
Nei Zoaland. ‘von ag low as the Jatitude 
of Wellington, oranges, lemons, oitrons, and 
loquats aro found ; whilst ponchos, apples, 
pears, grapes, apricots, figa, motona, and, 
ndood, nll tho ordinary fruits of tomporato 
climates, abound. Roots and vegotables of 
all kinds grow abundantly: and, in frot, tb 
may truly be said that noarly all tho useful 
orchard and garden productions of Tngland 
aia now known in New Zealand, and come, 
under Proper troatment, to equal porfestion. 
Agriculture, ton, is hoginning to be followed 
out upon an extensive and improved system ; 
and ‘as the colonists are giving them- 
selves more and moro to this mode of lifo, 
thero can bo little doubt that, with the 
inereasa of population—whigh, from the 
Government schame of immigration may 
well be expeoted to be rapid—more atton- 
tion will bo aldo it, and more capital ho 
inyested in ib, 
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SOME OF THE INSTITUTIONS OF NEW ZEALAND, 


O account of New Zealand would bo 
complete that did not include a notico 
of aome of thoso institutions of sosial life 
that in England are the outcome of tho 
ages during which it has been evolving its 
grand history, bul. which, having been 
transplanted to the Colony, have taken root 
and flourished as in most congenial soil. 
It is indeed marvellous that at the close of 
a period only extending through one-third 
of n century, or abont tho average term of 
one generation, thero should be found in a 
colony at the antipodes of Britain, churches, 
colleges, schools, literary and scientific so- 
cities, libraries, museums, and other insti- 
tutions of similar character, stich as in tho 
most highly-favoured countries are marking 
an ago of progross, and aiding in its de- 
velopment, % 
. Side by sido with these there have a}; 
grown up many instilutions which, while 
conneated with and to a largo extent worlk- 
ing by the machinery of Government, are 
nevortholess strictly social, and tend to nid 
tho poople in tholr various businesses, to 
facilitate kindly os well oa commercial in- 
toreoiso, nnd to foster thogo hnbits of 
prudonco and forothought without which 
noither porsons nor communities can be 
permanently prosperous. Some of thoso 
will form the subjects of this paper, 


Savinas-BANRa, 


Savings Banks wore formed at a vory 
early date in the history of the Colony, and 
‘in 1868 an Act was passed for thoir regu- 
lation, as 9 gonsaqnence of which, savings- 
banks wero opened in all the chiof towns of 
the several Provinces, 

In 1867 Post Office atyings-hanks were 
inatitnted, in which yonr the private savings- 
banks (which were then ten in number) ro- 
ceived 671,378, 2g. 2d,, and repnid £80,784. 
bs, 7d, retnining funds to the amount of 
£85,668, lds, bd, at the credit of 4,223 
dopositors, giving on average of £20. ba. 

to each necount During tho same 
year forty-six branches of tho Post Office 
sivinga-banke weie opened, receiving (hom 
tho lab of February) £96,372; 7s, 10d, aud 
z ying $20,344, 189. 2d. leaving (with 
ifferost udded) £71,107. lds. 1d. ab the 
ee 3 


credit of 2,156 depositors, being an avorngd 
of £38. Os. 5d. to each account, In this 
first year, therefore, the recoipts of the 
Post Office savings-banks exeacded those of 
tho private savings-bauks by nealy two- 
fifths, whilst the withdrawals did not 
amount to one-third of the sums withdrawn 
from the latter ; thus leaving the acoumn- 
lations in the Post Office savings-banks 10 
approach as neatly to those in the private 


savings-hanks as 14 is to 17. From that ° 


timo the deposits in the Post Office savings- 
banks have incieased with marvellous ra- 
pidity, so that at the ond of the year 1872 
there wore nincty-ono offices open, while 
during the your the sum of £430,877 was 
received, the sum of £313,176, 7s, 11d, was 
zapaid,-ond a total of deposits was left 


“qmbunting to no less 9 sum than £490,066, 


7s, at the ovedit of 13,506 depositors, being 
an average of £36, 2s, Gd. ab tho credit 
of erch account. 

This gieat increase was nol (as might be 
supposed) countorbalanced by any corre~ 
sponding diminution of receipts or balances 
in tho private sovings-banks, The number 
of such banks was reduced to seven, throo 
having beou merged into the Post Olllcs 
savings-banks, bub the remaining soven 
received £56,780, 12s. ‘6, and repaid 
£40,784, 18a, 4d, in tho yoar, udding as the 


» resnlt £165,005, 14s, 2d, to thoir amount of 


deposits, the fotal of which at the end of 
tho year was £106,936, 11s, 1d. atthe oradit 
of 3,723 accounts, being an avorage of £28, 
lds, 6d, to each account, Thus, though 
the number of banka and depositors had 
deoreased, tha deposits had inorensed by 
£21,277, 163, 8d, becoming just one-fourth, 
in oxcess of the amount they had reached 
when the Post Office banks woro oponed. 
It is evident, therefore, that tho latter had 
suppliod a want, and been Jargoly instru- 
mental in encoumging provident habits in 
the community ; for not only is the whole of 
the £490,066, 7. an addition 10 tho acou- 
mulations of 1967, but thoro is o furthor 
addition of upwards of £21,277 likewigo, 

The following tablo (extracted from the 
Annual Statistics of the Colony) shows tho 
dolails of tho private stvings-bauks for tho 
year 1872 :— 
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Tani showing the Numper of Savrnes Banxs 
Post Office) in New ZwaLann; the respective 
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(other than,those connocted with the 
Aras of their HstaprisnmsuNg ; and 


tha Nuanen of Derosrrors in tho Year 1872, distinguishing the European and tho 


Aboriginal Native Depositors, 








INambers having De-| 























Be parits in the respeo- Total punonnts to ihe Ovedit of 
8 | tive Banka on the auch Dopositors 
Pidite a + i B1pt Deo., 1872. on 8ist December, 1872, 

9: = 

84 |Euro- 1 of oF 

A jpeans. Maoris| Total} openns, | ‘Mnovia, ‘Total. 

i & ea| aaa! & a @ 
Auckland ......] 1847 {1,804 G [1,810] 86,181 611} 4010 O| 86,280 16 11 
New Plymouth] 1850/69| 6 | 74] 1,985 6 1j27410 6] 219916 7 
Napier... 1864} 180 a 180 4,288 4 7 aaa 4,288 4° 7 
Nelgon 1860 | 638 83 | 11,916 6 10 ae 11,916 6 10 
Hokitika, 1866] 260] .., 266 6,860 138 4 va 6,860 18 4 
Dunedin 1864 | 1,224 1 |1,226 | 401891710] 1 4 6] 40191 2 8B 
fnvercargil 1864) M5]. 46 6,814 11 7 : 6814 11 7 
onoral Totals..f .. [8,711 | 12 |8,723 |106,G11 6 2 1995 4 1. 100,986 12 2 














Avorago of Deporita, £28, Ldn. 6a. 


Comparing the state of things in the 
Colony with what has taken placo in 
England, the contrast is very remarkable, 
though thero also the Post Office savings- 
banks have been © most signal success, 
From the Intest retwwn (that for 1872) it 
Appears that tho deposits in the Post Office 
stvings-banke thero had amounted to 
£10,318,339, but ib also appears that, in 
the period hotween tho formation of tho 
Post Oflice savings banks in 1861, and 
1871, the deposits in the private {or * Teng. 
tea”) savings-banks had beon reduced from 
641,260,145 to £38,640,022 ; so that nenrly 
one-sovonth of the doposits in tho Post 
Office savings-hanks would seam to have 
boon withdrawn from the ‘Trustes savings. 
banks; and yet, although the latter had 
‘puffered to the oxtont of upwards of two 
and a half milliong sterling, their doposils 
almost exaotly doubled those of the Post 
Ottice savings-banks, 
This contrast with the state of things in 
England would in all probability be still 
« stronger, but for two causes which in this 
Oolony have always tended to reduce tho 
‘amounts that havo found their way into the 
savings-banks, both of which causes bave 
. bebn eyen moro operative of late years than 
yformorly, One of theso ia tho facilitics 
ewe givon by the ordingry banks to 
eH ons of comparatively small means to 
if m geccunts with thom, As o conse. 
;Guenes of. this, numbera of porsons keep 
ie Icing accounts who would nevor havo 
i hough of keeping such in England, aud, 


4 
+ 


indeed, would not have been ablo to Ikeop 
thom. 

The other cause that tonda to reduco the 
amotint of doposits, is tho nlinost univorsel 
dosiro to buy land, This dosiro is mani- 
fested in ovory class of the community, and 
certainly not tho least stvongly in that 
nimerous olass who in thie Colony find 
themaclyes in a position to become Jand- 
holders, which, in their native country, 
would havo beon all but physically im 
possible to them, Ib’is, therofo.e, con- 
tantly happenivg that as oon aa, aay, £60 
is Jnid by, ib is withdrawn and invested in 
tho purchnso of Innd ; nnd even Natives of 
Now Zenlind have been known to place 
monoy in a sivings-bank, and add to it: 
trom timo to time, until enough was nadu- 
mulatod to purchase some coveted piece of 
land in or near Lo an European, sattlomant. 

If, therefore, the amounts in the various 
savings-banks wore small instead of boing 
just upon £600,000, it would still bo true 
that gevin s-banks aro moro useful than 
their founders could have hoped for, and 
ave porforming an important part in the 
settloment of the country; and it is quite 
possiblo that another year ov two may 
provo thelr utility-however paradoxical 
tho statoment may apnea ay the doposits 
boing laregly reduced, and. the monoy used 
for land-purchases, as the country is made 
accessible by xonds and railways, 

The following table will show tho yenrly 
progress of savings-banka in the Colony 

rom the year 1867 (inelusivo) ~~ 
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| . Private Savings Post Office \ 
Amount of Deposits. Acie, s Savings Banke, Totals, 

& se d £& as & £3 d, 
At close of year 1867 85,658 14 5 71,197 14 1 | 186,856 8 6 
A.ddod in year 1868 Dy, 6,561 8 0 92,821 1 6 86,760 18 6 | 
»  » 1869 8,976 10 10 87,702 % 8 76,760 0 6 
» » 41870 4,358 16 8 | 6406016 4 | 6841012 7 
” » 1871 887019 8 62,282 12 11 66,162 12 2 
» oy 1872 9,623 18 4 | 182,411 12 6G | 142,085 1010 | 
Totals was .| 106,986 11 1 | 490,006 7 © | 697,002 18 1 | 
InsuRANoE, Zealand, because there the Government 
insurances are for very limited amounts 
» In the year 1869 an Act was passed while great facilities exist for effecting lifo 


enabling the Government to grant life 
assurances and annuities on the security of 
the colonial revenue. This differed from 
tho Act passed in England somo years pre- 
viously, as the latter only allowed insur- 
ances or annuities to be granted for very 
small sums, while tho Now Zealand Act 
imposed no limit upon the amount, Tho 
business of the office actually commenced 
in March, 1870, and, as was expected, its 
boginnings were small, yet by tho 30th of 
June fifty-three persons had availed them- 
selves of tho advantages it offered, by effeat- 
ing insurances to the amoynt of 207,800. 
‘he business of the office has. gone on 
atendily increasing, so that on the 30th of 
June, 1873, the Commissioner was able to 
report that 2,001 persons had effected in- 
suraneos for an aggregate aum of £1,085,649, 
and also that sixty persons had provided 
endowments amounting to £6,600, while 


seventean others had paid for annuities of - 


the value of £050, 16s, 8d. per annum, 
Thus 2,901 heads of families had seoured 
that in the event of their decease, an 
average sum. of nearly £376 should be paid 
to those they might leave behind theon—a 
sum which would “koap the wolf from tho 
door” wntil‘other means of support might 
be secured, Therd is this futher advan- 
tage in that which has been done. Thoso 
2,901 persons (or families) have submitted 
to the deduction ofa sum equal to £10, 12s, 
out of the yearly income of each one, to 
secute « prospective benefit, While this 
proves tho existence of a spirit of solf- 
lenying forethought, the opportunity of 
sing some portion of tho yourly earnin 
in this way tonds, like its kindred insti- 
tution tho savings-bank, to foster habits of 
care and pridence, 
- It would not he fair to suppose that the 
,, Syston of Government insurances in Eng- 
@ gland, should show results relatively equal 
to thoxe that have been secured in Now 


insurances with privato offices ; yet, whan 
looking at what has beon dono in the 
Qolony, it would hardly have beon expected 
that the results in Mnglend would have 
been so small as they are, Tho English 
Act was passed in 1864, yet at the end of 
1871—nearly seven years after—thore were 
only 2,709 insurances current, for sume 
amounting in the whole to £208,070, Be- 
sides these, thore were current 1,708 con~ 
tracts for immediate annuities, and 258 for 
deferred annuities, the amount of both 
clagses being £42,167, 

Thore aro other life assurance offices 
doing business in New Zeuland, and an 
Act waa passed in tho last session of tho 
Assembly, giving persons tho power to 
registor their policies against deposits pre- 
viously made in » Government offics by tho 
grantors of tle policies, 


Posr Orricx. 


The statistics of the Post OMe, like the 
other statistics of the Colony, exhibit an 
inoronsé that is far greater than anything 
that could have been caused. by an increase 
of the population, without a moro than 
co nding inorensa of prosperity, ‘The 
office has so grown in the thirty-three years 
during which it has been established, that 
it can show the following as the statistics 
for the year 1872 :— 

Letters received... 14. +. 8,688,078 

» despatched .,. +. 8,370,470 

Newspapers received .,. ... 2,767,682 

» despatohed  ... 1,643,409 

Comparing the increased use of the Post 
Office with tho inorense of the population 
for tho periods given, those results aro 
obtained ~~ . 

Between 1853 and 1857 the population 
inoreased 574 per cont, bub the letiors 
recelyed and espatohed increased 180 
per cent, though newspapers only in- 
creased 6 per cont, Again, betweon 1Y67 


NEW ZEALAND UANDROOR, 


and 1872 tho population inoreused 401 mails ave ulso vory extensive, 50 a8 to moob 
por cent, and “in the samo period the the requiromonis und conyenionco of tho 
Tobtors recoived and despatched inciensod public. ho Postmastor-Gonoral,’ in his 
1,060 por cont, and newspapers 610 por report for the year 1872, alates,— 

cont. "hus between 1853 and 1857 tho “During the year thero woro 983 inland 
rate of increase in Ictters was moro then mail gorvieos in operation ; 66 being por- 
twice the inererso of population, and be- formed by conch and mail-vart, 102 on 
tweon 1857 and 1872 tho rate‘of increas horschack, 10 on foot, 88 by wator, and 7 
was more than four times the incyoase of by railway, The aggregate of the distances 
the population, The following table will to bo travelled for tho 223 services was 
show this more clenrly, na it gives (as nearly 6,768 miles ; and tho total numbor of miles 
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as may be) tho numbers of letters and news- 
papers passing through the Post Office for 
every individual of tho population, young 
and old 





1853)1867/1872 


No, of lettera received for 
each individual (man, 
woman, and ohild)... ... 

No, of letders despatched... 

No, of newspapors vecoived 34 

No, of ditto dospatohed ... 


128 
12 
10 
oy 





IL must bo added that tho postal revenuo 
of tho Colony has increased from £4,100, 
28, 14d. in 1867, to £46,162. 19s, 5d, in 
1872, and this, too, notwithstanding ro- 
pented reductions in the rate of poatage. 

A largo partof the inorense in the number 
of letters hes beon caused by tho dimi- 
hution of rates, Instead of 18, for a “sin- 
gle” lotter convoyed a little moro than 100 
miles, the roto ip now 2d, for tho hnlf-orneo 
from any placo in tho Colony to any othor 
placo in tho Colony, oacopting within tho 
limite of towns, in which (ho postage 1s 
only 1d, ; whilo the posta to Australia is 

but 2d, and dd. to the United Kingdom, 
Newapapors are conveyed betweon any two 
places in the Colony at 2 postage of 4d., 
stud to any place beyond the Uolony at 1d. ; 
aud. hook and pattern parcels aro conveyer 
at about holf tho yates for letiers. All 
poslages ava prépaid by stamps, which have 

edn used since 1858, 

There wore at the ~- of the year 1872, 
533 pont offices in the Colony, of which 14 
were “chief” or accounting offices, and 91 
wos money-order and savings-bank offices, 
Letbors aro delivered onco or twice int day 
in All towns,  {uovehonts and otharg havo 

<fsiivato Wes ” in the post oMces of most 
towns ‘of Importance, and pillne ,lettor- 


. 


boxea eiving-hongcs enable persona 
He jou shale lettors without inconvénignee, 


r y 
iat 


APE. gitopgements for the conveyance of 
pas : 


travelled was 1,180,364, at a cost to tho 
department of £21,838.” 

josides this there is a mail sorvico to 
Australin, by steamers runing hetwoon 
Auckland and Sydnoy, and between the 
southern ports and Melbourne; thus en- 
abling communication to bo held with Aus- 
tralia shout Ave times in each month, 
There are also two mnil services in cach 
month between the Oolony and England ; 
ono by which tho mails aro carriod to and 
from Melbourne, and thence to and from 
England vid Suoz 5 and ono vid San Tran- 
cisco and New York, Wor tho first of 
theso the Colony pays £5,000 por annum 
for the portion of tho service botwoon New 
Zealmnd and Melbourne, and a propor- 
tionato amount of the cost of tho service 
botween Melbourne and England according 
to the number of letters forwarded by it, 
Tho second sorvico has been undertaken 
jointly by the colonies of Now South 
‘Wales and Now Zowland at a gross cost of 
£80,000, ‘Vho receipts fox posta ‘0 both in 
iho United Kingdom and the colonics will 
yery mneh redueo the cost of this service, 
of which each colony pays half. 

Very much, therefore, has boon done to 
male tho Post Offtes in Naw Zealond a 
worthy imitation of tho vast and mighty 
postal ostablishment of Groat Dritwin, 


Mowry Orpurs. 


One of the most important dovolopments 
of the Postal dopartment has boon the 
eatablishment of the monoy-order systom, 
It was fist brought into operation in the 
pied on tho 1st of August, 1862, but its 
growtix with xogard to placos outside the 
Oolony was vory gradual, as some delay 
and diffloully was exporionced before tha 
othor Australian colonies could be induced 
to co-operate. The following table, ox- 
tracted from the repord of the, Poatmnator- 
General for 1878, Will show the progress 
made from the commonterient to the alat 
of December, 1872, boing a Jittle less than 
teit years and o half >~ 
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Money Orvers Issuzp ix rim Conoxy. . 
r ee 
Waurs Pavanrn, 
the Col = * , Toral, 
Your, Tu the Colony, United Kingdom, | Australian Colonies, 
No, Amount, No. Amount, No, Amount, No, Amount. 
1363 4 ae pew aria 8 | ou] a0 Ge Rae rs 
o 4 Git 
ya03 | 9,201] 0,018 2211 | 4,740] 21,045 2 1 | 4045) 24185 7 6 Wieo 5er703 a 
iv6s| 4,207; 10,427 A 4 | 7,700] 35,741 & 0 | 4,625/ 29,888 10 2 | io,803 | 78,85910 6 
1805 | 4,202) 420,712 16 1 } 7,766] 89,420.11 5 | 8,188] 15,400 37 3 | 17,290] 7as76 9 8 
1800 | 8,021] 42,828 4 7 | 0,238) 41,087 16 0 | 4648] 38,008 5 2 | 23,710 | 108,770 4 0 
1907 | 10,208 | 49,498 18 O | 9,242/ 40,008 14 11 | 4,098) 25,115 6 1 | 24,478 | 115,61018 0 
1908 | 11,803 | 64.842 18 G | 9,241! 4068118 9 | 4.715} 23,280.11 & | 96,834] liB|ll 3 B 
1809 | 14,806 | 68807 110 | 9,203] 39,030 8 8 | 4,860] 23,981 14 7 | 28,497 | 197,218 411 
3970 | 10,91 | 7384411 9 | 0,024] 41472 8 7 | 5,410] 26,09712 7 | B1ads | 140,454 7 IE 
1871 | 20,514] 88,516 9 7 10,407} 4107 19 8 | 6,870] 24,053 6 9 | 80,201 | 157,907 29 7 
1872 | 29,168 } 220,125 14 & |L0,610} 44,635 0 9 | 6,895) 20,317 17 7 | 44,000 | 191,000 B 
‘otal | 193,008} 651,875 6 9 88,980] 980,54 10 4 38,102) 297,100 16 11 | 201,103 {,178,107 11 0 
Monny Orvers Pam iy Tar Conoyy. 
‘Wren Isserd, 
Yeor,| Inthe Colony, Uuited Kingdom, | Australian Colonies, TOnaK 
No, Amount, No. Amount, Amount, No Amount, 
fad. Lad £4 dh rs 
1s 0 0 | 102] Glen 8 24 1 0 reo 2412" H 
A100 46 | 416] I,a2h 0 8 8,077 18 7 | 8,01] 14,0708 9 
19,417 10 6 | G75} 8,274 2 3 8776 1-7 | 6,020) 26,467 14 B 
20,282 18 10 | 702} 3,508 15 10 3712 1b | 7,680] 90,603 32 1 
y708 10 9 | 1,109] 6,02 149 4,753 810 | 10,003] 62,618 9 4 
49,031.17 2 | 1,198} 5,649 210 6,670 6 & | 12,650) G1,151 A & 
54,349 8 8 | 1;40r] 0,502 3 0 6,085 1 8 | 14,603] 07,696 12 ,d 
63,820 16 6 | 1,218] 5,030 18 8 0393 4 3 | 16,749) 75,833 18 f 
73,218 8 8 | 11K] 6,623 4 0,055 G11 | 19,221] 84,828 10, 
88,002 0 8 | 3,300} 6,217 11 6 S01 18 7 | 28,228 | 100,724 10" 3 
110,070 1 3 | 1,608] 7,078 8 6 6,803 16 9 | 90,048 | 198,668 4 11 
650,268 10 0 10,827] 60,806 13 10 69,024 14 0 | 114,796] 664,098 17 10 
ritastialY eid = = —t 
Theso figures show that betwoon 1863 charged, besides Js, for the transmission of 





(the firat complete year of the systom) and 
1872, tho number and amount of orders 
issued in the Colony increased nearly four- 
fold, ond ‘that in the samo period the 
number of orders P id in tho Colony in- 
creased tenfold, and “thot amount between 
ningfold and tenfold, the amount in the 
Intton yenr boing just nino and e helf times 
ag lavge as in the former, 

In the Colony, asin England, the amount 
for which any money order can be drawn 
is limited to £10, nor can more than one 
for that sum be obtained in favour of the 
samo pérson by the same remitter on any 
one day. Tho commission charged on in- 
land orders is Gd, for sums under £5, and 
Ja. for sums exceeding .£6 ; on orders pay- 
able in the Australian’ colonies, double the 
above rates ; and on orders payable in tho, 
United Kingdom, rates varying from 1s, ob 
sums under £2, to 6s. for sums oxcecding 


the message, 
TELEGRAPH. 


This, which has been entirely the growth 
of the last few years, is now becoming ono 
of tho most important institutions of the 
Colony, and is entirely in the hands of the 
Government, Its commencement was dus, 
partly to tho necessities of military service 
in tho districts south of Auckland, and 
[ste Aes impotud given Lo the Southorn 

rovinees by the opening of their gold 
fields, ‘There woye enormous difficultios to 
overcoms, the, coutitry being to a larga ex- 
tan and wild, while the Jslands 
being divided by Cooke Straitg, ronderod it 
maar to tndertake tho Taying of o 
telegraph cable to connect them; yet not- 
withstanding this, tho work his been 
pushed on so ropidly that in J wy 1878, 
the Telegraph Commissioner ropor' d thn 


#7, «Box inland oxdora by tolograph, © 2,356 miles of lino had been comploted, 
Gommission of 44, in the £ sterling is omvying 4,574 miles of wire.” ‘Che entire 
t 
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Cost, inclusive of the cable, was algo stated 
to have been £224,580. 1t may be added 
that when about thirty miles more of line 
has been constructed in the neighbourhood 
of New Plymouth, overy place of imporl- 
ance in the Colony will bo brought into 
telegraphic communication. 

‘The following extracts from tha roport 
aheady quoted will show tha work that had 
beon done during the year 1872-73 — 

“During the year, there were transmitted 
568,960 telomams ofall codes, boing 167,193 
move than the previous year, or an increase 
of over 38 per cont, 

“Phe number of money order telegrams 
senbwas6,791,ropresonting £28,106.16s, 8d. 
eing an incienso of 2,755 messnges, and of 
more than £14,000 as compared with 1871- 
72, Tho amount of commission collected 
by the Post Office was £770, 1s, 4d; and 
deducting therefrom £289, 11s, ns feos for 
the telegrams sont, there was loft to tho 
Post Office £480. 10s, 4d., or rathor more 
than £1. 148, por cent. on the total sum 
transmitted. Wellington, Christchurch, and 
Dunedin, and their swh-offices, issued tho 
Jargest number of orders ; while Auckland, 
‘Wellington, and Dunedin paid the lnygest 
uumber, 7 

“The Jongth of Jino maintained was 
2,314 miles, nt a cont of £9,479, bs, 4d, or 
an nverage of £4. 1s, 11d, por mile, This 
teen new offices were opened, and 20 cadets 
wore trained in the Learner's Gallery, and 
draughted to different stations. 

“Mhe total camings for the year wore 
$51,364. 6s. 4d; so that, deducting tho 
erat of tho signals, departmont, and main~ 
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tenance of lines, and charging tho reosipts 
with 6 por cent. on the capital exponded 
(224,580, 14s, 114,), there remained to the 
crodit of the depmtment, on tho year’s 
business, about £870, 

“In some of the Provinces, 26 tolograms 
havo been transmilted for oyory 100 letters 
posted, and for tho whole of New Zoaland 
19 telegrams have been despatched for overy 
100 letters posted. Linst your, the averago 
for the Colony was 17°02 of telograms por 
100 letlers, ‘Tho loial number of tolograms 
transmitted was 568,960, or an average of 
inther more than 2 per hend of tho popu- 
lation of the Oolony-—a proportion which 
is not equalled in any other colony or 
country.” 

The following table, extiacted fom tho 
same reports is also interesting, as showing 
in dotail the large amount of worle the 
telegraph is doing, as compared with that 
which 18 being done by the Post Olice. Aa 
will bo seon at © glance, the number of 
letters has inoreasod yoar by year, bub tho 
number of telogtams laa inereaged. much 
moro rapidly, ‘hus, in 1867-68, whon the 
numbor of interproyincinl lottas ‘was 
1,938,578, the proportion of telegiams was 
less than 5k to cach 100 lotters, or about 
ono-cightoenth part ; bub in 1872-73, whon 
the letters had inorensed to 2,878,372, the 
number of telegrams was moro than 194 for 
each 100 letters, or almost one-fifth part, 
Tho lettera, therefore, had inorensod about 
48} per cont, but the telegiams had in- 
creased by no less than 436 por cent, or 
just nino times tho rato of increnss of tho 

lettors, 


‘tanrat showing the Number of Inztrrrovincrat Lerrms forwarded during tho Your 
vonded $ls¢ Deounaun, 1872; Numbor of Perucrasts dospatchod in each Provinen 
during the Year ouded 30th Jon, 1873; and Proportion of ‘Trrwaraya to every 

100 Lirermns ; together with o similar Roturn for tho previous Year —~ 































1872-78, 1871~72, 
7, (Propo.tion of Proportion of 
Pnovinog, + Muiabey Momber Tologiams mire Maraber, Melogrosme 
© | Letters. | Telegrams. roe | Lottera, | Telograma, Meo ae 
a | men nnenet wn 
‘Wellington .,, 418,842 } 106,972 2615 818,407] 70,604 22/16 
Marlborongh ...) 62,618} * 16,853, 2B23 B2,802]) 12,208 2521. 
Wop A x.,'| 20R 180] 52,976 25:00 161,809] 29,021, 1864 
lanterbury .., | 421,092 8,071 17-88 876,467} 52,616 14:01 
wailond + .,,} 104,792 | « 86,197 18-04 182,015) 26,558 1451 
toe ti ws [758,480] 126,368 16°72 644,686}? 3451p 10°88 
«| Southiang | 96,705 | 23,936 2avsor 77,800 " 
swkoli- Bay... | LOL741) . B07 2142 83,740) 16,098 20°10 
TARE, | 18,748] 8,721 | 1788 84,765) 5,007 1408 
Auoklaad —..., | 677,089) 108,682 18-80 487,184| $8,568 Ils » 
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1872.78, 1871-72, 
Total No. of Lettera.., 2,878,872 2,418,021 
Total No, of Telegrams 668,960 421,767 
Proportion of ‘Tele- 
gramd to every 100 
Letters ue ae ae 19°76 1702 


While it is gratifying to see that alread 
the telegraph is to so large an oxtent self- 
supporting, ib is to be remembered that this 
is notwithstanding—or perhaps in conse- 
quence of—the Inigo reductions that have 
been made in tho scale of charges. For 
upwards of four years the charge was by a 
“ milongo” rate, which made the cost amount 
to from 2d, to 6d. per word. ‘This was 
altered on the Ist of September, 1869, to a 
uniform rate of 28, 6d, for the first ten words, 
and 6d, for every additional five words or 
fraction thereof, This was again altered, 
on the Ist of April, 1870, to 1s, for the first 
ten words, and Gd, for each additional five 
words ; and, finally, on the 1st of Novembor, 
1873, the charge was atill further reduced 
to 1s, for the first ten words, and 1d. for 
every word additional, neither addresses 
nor signatures being counted unless they 
together exceéd ten words, The Pross tele- 
grains have always been sent at considerably 
lower rates than those charged for ordinary 
messages, 

One novel and important application of 
the telegraph, noticed incidentally above, 
deserves to he more partioularly reforred to, 
This is the ongrafting of the money-osder 
system on'to the tolograph, so that money 
may he remitted from any part of Now 
Zealand to any othor within reach of the 
telegraph wires, without tho inovitable 
delay required by the course of post, That 
this is a great convenience to the public is 
shown by tho frot that, from the 16th of 
June, 1870, when the system was infro- 
duced, to the 31st of December in that 
year, 927 otdora were sent through the tele- 
Braph for sums amounting to £4,266, 11a. 7d. 

uring the following yoar the orders were 
2,485, and the amount, £11,382, Is. ; and 
in the year 1872 they had jnorensed to 
4,508 orders, representing the sum of 
£21,060. 18s, 8d. All this has been done 
without accident or loss ; and although the 
tate of charge for such orders considerably 
exceeds the cost of those sent through the 

ost (being 4d. for each pound sterling, 
Feriae 1s, for the message}, yet it is evi- 
ded that this use of the telegraph may be 
eas ‘ded as a vory successful ecpesimeat. . 
1, Cord are now ninety-five telegraph sta- 


‘louis tng Now Zenlond, and messages mae 

ed. fiom any one station to any other 

: thB.Allifolim rate stated above, Mesanges 
cin 


i a Rentito Sr throtigh Tngland from 
Wo# 


a 
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1870-71, 1869.70, 1868-69, 1807.68. 
2,626,947 2,874,060 2,740,488 1,988,678 
812,874 185,423 146,167 106,104 


IL01 781 612 B47 


any tel h office in the Colony, boing 
rent by stemer to Sydney or ‘Melbourno, 
and forwarded from thones by wire to 
London. x : 

In tho last session of the Colonial Parlia- 
ment m Act was passed authorizing the 
Government to unite with the Govern- 
ments of New South Wales and Queensland 
im guatimteeing the interest on a sum nob 
exceeding .61,000,000sterling (provided that 
suth guarantee shall not cost New Zealand 
more than £20,000 per annum), for thirty- 
five years, to any company ér person “for 
the construction, maintenance, and working 
of a telegraph cable from New Zealand to 
Now South Wales,” and a “through cable” 
from Normantown, in Queensland, to Sings. 

ore, When this shall have been carried 
into effect, New Zealand will be in direct 
telographic communication with Australia, 
and, through Australia, with Grent Britain 
and the rest of the civilized world. Thus, 
within half tho average duration of human 
life, the time required for communication 
between Now Zonland and England will 
have beon reduced from an average of five 
months to something less (probably) than ag 
many hours, 

In conneotion with the Tolograph Do- 
partment it is plensing to bear testimony 
to the nbility and energy of tho gonoral 
manager, Mr, Oharles Lemon. Having read 
in an English publication @ paper by Mn 
B.S, Culley, giving an outline of his suc 
cessful attempt to transmit messages simul- 
taneously in opposite dircotions along the 
same wire, Mr. Lemon instituted « sortes of 
oxperiments, and himself succeeded in this 
interesting and very valuabla oxtension of 
practical telegraphy, Mx. Lemon recently 
coupled two of the wires in the cable across 
Cook Straits, which separate the North from 
the South Island, and had ebnnections made 
with the Wellington and Blenheim offices, 
which are the working endé of the cable, 
He had thus a cirduit of thirty-two miles 
of Innd wire and cighty-two tiles of edble 5 
and through it there were transmitted from 
each end simultaneous message’, the signals: 
heing clear and strong, although the hattory- 
power used was less than is ordinarily om- 
ployed in working the cable, Tt is believed 
that Mx, Lemon’s arrangement will be found 
applicable to longer lengths of wire than 
that slated above ; and 16 is hoped thata 
practical adaptation of it will soon te made, 
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At all events, the arvangemont may be said slusive evidence thal the porson named in 
to have doubled the capacity of the Cook it is ontitled 10 tho land it describes, ‘The 


Stiaits cable, certificate af table opera ag ft oo 
. guarantee that the title is perfect, Ik is 
Layo Travaror Syston, Indofesibl, and thore is no going behind 


The difficulties in the way of conveying it, i 
Jand and readily giving good titkes has been —‘Thoro is also afurthor conveniencesacured, 
felt in New Zealand as in other colonies; by the Act, A person who has sold land 
and in 1870, the system introduced by Mr, that had not previously beon brought under 
Torens in South Australia was introduced the Act, may apply to have it brought under, 
in New Zenland, Itissomewhnt amended, ahd that the certificate may bo issued to 
tosuit the cironmstunces of the Oolony, and his purchaser. ‘The certifleate thus operates 
is found to work exceedingly well. as 2 conveyance without any additional 

To illustrate the nature and extent of the expense, 
chango from the old system, lot it be sup- As it is just possible that injustice may 

osed that a town acre had been originally be dono in some revo instances by the jaaue 
aid out of » rhomboidal shape, hhving its of o certificate to a wrong person, a fund is 
side lines at an angle of say sixty degrees created by a charge of ono halfponuy in the 
to the linc of streef. Letitfurther be sup- potind on the value of all land brought 
posed that the purchaser of this acre, de- under the Act, out of which any person who 
siting to make his Jand rectangular, effected has suffered injury through the issue of 4 
exchunges with his neighboms on either certificate, may receive fair componsation, 
side, giving triangular pieces of his land for It is puatitying to ndd that no claim of this 
pieces of thoirs of similar shape.  Thero kind has beon madoin tho threeyonry durin 
would thus bo teres sets of deeds to com- which the Act has been ii operation, anc 
ploto the title to his land, each of which that the Assuraned Fund now oxecods 
might require the ‘production of original £6,000, showing thut Jand 4o the value of 
titles as well as powers of attorney, tho non- nearly two and a-half millions of monoy 
roduotion of any one of them rendering has beon brought under the Adt. 
it, unable to deal with his estate, and 1 It is further to be observed that in respect 
requiring to be recapitulated, should ho of all Jands purchased from the Oxown since 
desire to sell or mortgago it, ‘To quote the the Ist of March, 1871, the titles ire noces- 
words of Mr. J. 8. Willwinsin the “fandy sarily isaued under the Land Transfer A.ot. 
Boole on the Land Transfer Acts,” issued Tt follows thatno nowly-putohased lond can 
by the Govornmont: “In these processes bo subject to thd complications that ocourred 
"there is no finality,—they have to be 1¢- undor'the former systom, 
pented upon every fresh transaction ; and — ‘The one operation of bringing land under 
as each transnotion ontuls a froah deed, tho the Act having been effected, all further 
ohnin is longthened, aud ovory new dealing dealings with tho land, ava camied out by 
becomes more complicated than the pre- means of printed forms, which can be filled 
coding one, Tho lawyer, of course, expects up by any porson of ordinary edusation, 
tobe paid for his labour in investigating In this way land can bo sold, lensed, mort- 
titles, and for his responsibility in damages gaged, or otherwise dealt with, while in oase 
to hig élient in cago a title proves dofestive. of a mortgage being paid off, n simple te. 
Heudo the expense of transuotions, and with ceipt, indorsed upon the copy of the mott~ 
the expense, no corresponding advantage, gage held by the mortgages, and ated upon 
fora man has no guaranted for the good- the copy in the Registry Office, operritd is 
uess of his title beyond the skill of his » reconvoyanco, without the necessity for ay 
lawyer." frouh dead, Special provisions are mado to 
Inder the new ayatem, if the owner of meet the engagements entered into by mem- 
land puts it under the Act, ore searching bors of Building Sovieties whon they Hecome 
examination ja made by the officorappointed borrowers, thus scouring the ip ability 
for that purpose, and. when ho is satisfied, of the Act 1o all the requiremefta of the 
poate af title ts es 7 tho land- community. " 
met, on a forta prin for the purpose, ‘ 
having, thorofore, at its terme! absolutely Ponpic Trusy Ouvton, 
fixed, requiring only tho name of the pro- — There is onother institution peoultar to 
Pieter and tho partioulnys of the land and Now Zoalind called tho Public Trust OMeo, 

ft encunibrances (if any) to be filled in, and ‘hw was oxeatod by an Act pnssod in 1872, 

by this all dowbts ‘are br over quioted, for end tho purposes of tho Act have beon 

(agin to quote Mv. Williams), ‘fronz desovibed thus :— f 

thenceforth the certilicate of tile is con- “The appointment of a Pubka Trugtea:,/ 
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ig an attempt to insure the faithful discharge 
of trusts, and at the same time to relieve 
persona from being obliged to burden their 
friends with the responsibilities of trustees, 
Farther, tho Public Trust Office Act pro- 
poses to substitute a permanent officer for 
guardians who, with the best possible inten- 
tions, are liable to be incapacitated for the 
duties they have undertaken, by removal, 
change of circumstances, or death, A 
guardianship is thus eatablishod which will 
continue long after the individual who firat 
exercised it will have ceased to act,” 

The A.ct was brought into operation on 
the lst of January, 1873; and by another 
Act passed in that year, the chasge of in- 
testate estuted and the estates of lunatios 
was algo devolved upon the Public Trastee, 
The office being so entirely novel, having 
as its only precedont that of the Accountant- 
General of the Court of Chancery in Eng- 
land, will naturally require time to develop 
its usefulness; but aheady it has been 
takon advantage of to an extentthat demon- 
strates tho advantage of such an institution, 
Executors who saw that they were likely to 
be burdened with trusts continuing over 
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The following newspapers are published 
in the colony :— 

Orago.—Dunedin : Datly Times, Grar- 
dian, Evening Star, daily ; Wines, 
Southern Meeury, Tablet, weekly, — 
Oamaru : North Otago 7'imes, twice weekly. 
—Lawrence ; Luepeka Times, twice weekly, 
—Tokomariro ; Bruce Herald, twice woekly, 
—Waikouati: Herald, weekly.—Naseby : 
Chronicle, weckly,—Olyde : Dunstan Limes, 
weekly, — Cromwell + Argus, weokly.— 
Auowtown : Observer, weel ‘ly. —~ Queons 
town: Wakatipu Matl, weoltly. —Inver- 
cargill: Southland Times, Southland News, 
thrice weekly ; Weekly Times and News,— 
Riverton : Western Star. 

Canterbury, — Christchurch : Lyttelton 
Times, Press, Star, daily; Limes, Press, 
weekly ; ‘Tllustrated News, monthly.— 
Timarn ; Herald, South Canterbury Lumes, 
thrice weekly, 

Marwzorover. — Blenheim: Hapress, 
twice weekly; Times, weekly.—Picton : 
Press, weekly,—Kaikoura: Herald, weolly, 

Nuztson.—-Nolson ; Zvening Maul, daily ; 


many years, have declined to act, knowing Colonist, thrice weckly—Wesipait: mes, 


that the estate would be taken charge of by 
4 public office; and alveady itis known that, 
in making their wills, the owners of largo 
bay arties have made the Public Trustes 
heir executor and trustee for thoir children ; 
whilo in ono case, the trustee under a mar- 
ringo settlement, who had power to delognte 
Tus trust, finding himself failing in health, 
and being anxious to secure the property 


of tho children of a decensad sister, applied A: 


to tho Public Trustea to take charge of the 
estale, Further, ag the Act says that whon- 
ever the Supreme Court may appoint a 
trustee, guardian, or committes of a lunatio’s 
aatato, itmay appoint the Publio Tiusteo, it 
has been expressed by one of the Judges 
that it is a satisfaction to the Court to be 
able to appoint a public officer instond of 
having the namo of some porson preposed, 
into whose fitness for the offica the Court 
would ‘thuve to inquira, 

Té must be added that, for the protection 
of persons placin property in the Public 
Tengb Offlee, tho Colony is made ultimately 
responsible ; but at the sama time, to pre- 
nerve the publio funds ns for as possible 
from logs In this way, no trust can be re- 
eolved, nor any property parted with, with- 
out the consent of a Board, of which tha 
Colonial Treasurerand the Attorney-General 
of the Colony ave membors ; nor can any 
mohey pe issued without tho signature of 
Gnelof the Commissioners of Audit, 

? 


” 


twice weekly ; News, weekly ; Oharleston ; 
Haald, twice weekly ; News, weelly,— 
Reefton : Cowrter, daily ; Inangahua 
Herald, thrice weekly. — Lyell: Argus, 
twico weokly, 

Westnann. — Tokitike: West Coast 
Times, Evening Star, Westland Register, 
daily ; Zhe Leader, weolly,—Groymouth : 
Grey River Argus, Evening Slar, daily ; 
ts, Presa, weokly,—Ross: Guardian, 
thrice weokly, 

Wertanaron,—Wollington s Independent, 
Rusning Post, Tribune, daily ; Now Zealand 
Mail, wookly ; Waka Maori, fortnightly. 
—Wanganui; Chronicle, Huontng Herald, 
daily ; Chronicle, Terald, woekly.—Grey- 
town: Wairarapa Standard, twicd weekly. 

Tawxn Bay,—Napier: Herald, Telegraph, 
daily 5 Limes, twico weekly; Telegraph, 
weekly, 

Taranaxi—New Plymouth; Herald, 
News, twice weekly, 

AUCKLAND.—Auckland : Southern Cross, 
New Zealand Lerald, Evening Star, daily ; 
News, Herald, wooldy.—Thaynes : Adver~ 
tiser, Evening Star, daily—Ooromandel. 
Phe Mail, News, thrice weekly. —Tauranga : 
Bay of Plenty Times, weekly.—Gisborns : 
Poverty Bay Standard, twice weekly. — 
Waikato : Zimes, thrice weekly. 

Various denominational or special publi- 
cations, trade-circulars, &¢., are omitted 
from this list, 
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NOTES STATISTIOAL, COMMERCIAL, AND 
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pe numbors and oonditionof the people 

naturally claim attention first. An in- 
complete return exists for tho year 1843, 
from which it ia estimated that the popule- 
tion in that your was,— 


Males 4. us ee one 7,24 
Tomales .. 0 e ee eee 6084 
Total a. vs 18,126 


Tho following table shows tho numbers at tho ond of cach quinquonnial poriod 


sings 1861 :— 


PABLO showing the Nunmers of tho Prorra and their Onyrrsian JronmAsi 
(0. 


rv each of the following Quinquennial Poriods, 




























1861, 1856, 1861. 1866, 

No. |} No. [In cnse.|) No, {Inorenso,| No, 
enstes |t3-e7a| 20164) 20 |sroco| ‘sso | 7ooes| i062 | LioseG 
Yotals {26,707} 45,540, 70S 199,021) 1174 "204,114 1061 266,086 


Tt cannot fail to be observed, that whilo 
it is thus shown that the population in- 
creased just tenfold in twenty yena, a very 
large and abnormal, portion of that increaso 
occurred batweon the yoars 1886 and 1866, 
from which it might he surmised that the 
discovery of gold took place somowhero 
within that period. That such was the 
fact will be shown in a subsequent part of 
this paper, It may be added that the 
ostitaated population at the ond of 1872 


Waly 
Males ... 162,404 
117,166 


Females 
Total ss. se ve 279,660 

TA 1848, Mr, Domett states that out of 
the péople then in New Munstor, 26°51 per 
cont, (or @ little more than one-fourth) had 
been born in the Colony, Supposing theso 
proportions to have remained about the 
some until 1861, the population at that 
‘i muy be divided thus — 
mmigrants 6. ses ser ee 
Persons born in the Colony... 


Total... +s see ass 26,707 
At the consug in 1871 * it waa found 
that the people were divided thus :— 





19,627 
7,080 











AMES , oes nee ony 102,84 
Pétsdhs born in the Colony 64,052 
Total a. ae ave 258,898 


* The consua was taken in February, 1871, 
The numbers given in the prevsding table 
aro those at the close of the year, 








Tho porsons born in tho Colony wero 
thus a fraction less than one-fourth of the 
population, or somewhat loss, relatively, 
than in 1861. Tho numbors of immigrants 
had inoreased in the twenty yoars from 
19,627 to 102,841, or nearly tenfold i whilst 
tho numbers born in the Oolony hud in. 
orensod from 7,080 to 64,052, or more than 
uinofold. Moro corrootly, tho ntumbers 
who had como from clsowhera to sottlo in 
the country had inoronsed 980 por, cent. 
and the nambors of those born in it had 
incronsed 005 per cont, Té thus becomes 
oyident that Now Zealand has continued to 
prosent inducements sufficient to ome o 
continual influx of persons from Murope and 
from the neighbouring colonies, 

Another point worthy of notico is, that 
in 1858 tho proportion of males alove 21 
years of age to fomales of similar ages was 
88 28 to 17 noatly; while in 1871, the pro- 
portions were as 37 to 19, Tu other words, 
In 1868 out of overy thousand persons akoye 
21 yenrs of age, 619 wore males and 381 
females ; but in 1871, out of avory thousand, 
660 wero males and 840 females, ‘This 
Jnxgor inorense of adult mates than of fomales 
is what might roasonubly be oxpooted as a 
rosult, of immigration 3 and that it is dye 
to this conse is shown by tho fnot that in 
1868 the proportion of males under 6 years 
to fomnles of that ago was ag 18 to 19, while 








*If tho proportion stated by Mr. Domett 
had beon maintained, the numbers born in 
the Colony would have beon 67,970, instead 
of 64,052, 
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at the sensu of 1867 the proportions of inhabitants, In 1871 there were only 448, 


those under 5 years (the ages having been 
taken differently to those inthe former 
congus) wag ag 279 to 271, and at the census 
of 1871 the numbers were almost identical— 
23,369 males and 23,209 females, 

‘The proportion of bread-winners has also 
more than kept pace with the nuniarical 
inorease of the population, for in 1858, oud 
of every 1,000 persons nearly 810 were 
males betwoon the ages of 18 and 60, while 
in 1871 (taking the nearest ages given, viz., 
15 to 65), thera wore 364 males ant of evory 
1,000. ‘The wealth-producing power of the 
community had thus increased in 22 yeara 
by nearly 17% per cent., in addition to the 
extent to which it was inorensed by tha 
addition that had been made te the popu- 
lation, 

‘The enormous ratio of increase will be 
best understood by obsorving that in thd 
ten years ending in 1872 the population of 
Great Britain bad inoreased just8 per cent, 
while New Zenland, in the same period, 
had inoreased 70 per cont, Yet how much 
room there is for inoreaso may be seon by 
comparing the number of the population 
living on a square milo in England and 
New Zealand, ‘Tho aren of England aud 
‘Wales is stated to he 58,320 square miles,* 
while the area of Now Zealand is com- 
puted to be 102,000 square miles, two- 
thirds of which are fitted for agriculture 
and graving. Thore is, therefore, more 
available land in Now Zonland than in 
Britain, whilo the population of Now Zea- 
land Js not quite ono-cightioth pat of that 
of England and Wales, ‘Thus, 1b is stated 
that in that portion of the United King- 
dom ab the census of 1871, thore wore 
889 individuala on. overy square milo; and 
in Now Zenland at the samo timo there 
waro not 4 persons on ench square mile of 
available land. Such figures apenle for 
thomselyas. 

It is gratifying fo note that with the in- 
avenge of the numbers of the people in the 
Colony, thore has been an inoreasd in their 
comforts also, The numbors of houses are 
w proof of this, ‘Cheso havo inoreaged from 
12,812 in 1868, to 67,182 in 1871, In 
1858, in ench 100 houses thera wore 463 





* Thene figures, and also thoxe relating to 

Néw Zesland; are tnken from “The States. 
mibn'd Your Book" for 1878, but it ia nob 
atated whether any allowance liad bean made 
for povitona of the United Kingdom which 
ofitinob. be. profitably acoupied, 
i ‘In. 1872 there wore rather more than four 
f ors t6 eadh Aquare milo, or 421 on svery 
9 aquare, miles, 

i 


Tho improvement in the social condition of 
the people is proved by the fact that in 
1871 there were 1,806 more hones than, 
awould have beon required to give the sane 
accommodation that was given by the houses 
of 1858. According to the census of 1871, 
the number of persons in each 100 houses 
in England and Wales was 533. 

The houses, too, were of n bettor otnss 0 
1871 than thoy were in 1858, ‘Taking, 
first, the materials of which they wore con- 
structed, the proportions of tho different 
ig in each 1,000 houses wyere as fol- 
lows :— 


1858, 1871, 
Built of wood ... .. 795 804 
Built of brick and stone 24 27 
Built of other materinls* 181 169 


: 1,000 1,000 

Taking, again, the number of rooms in 
each house, the comparison is equally 
favourable ; but the comparison must be 
made from the mumbers given in 1861, as 
in 1868 the number of rooms was not taken, 
The proportions for ench 1,000 houses 
are— 


1861. 1871. 
Houses of Lor2 zooms ... 472 402 
a 3 yw. 195 192 
s 4 yn 144 178 
A Be ge tae OF 79 
” 6 vooms and 
upwards 192 200 
1,000 1,000 


<A. still more important matier is tho alato 
of education among the people. Thora is a 
diffoulty in making comparisons in this 
poticular, hecauso, in 1858, the population 
‘was divided in the educational returns into 
those who sore under 12 years of ago and 
those who were above 12; but in 1872 
the division was mado at 15 years of age, 
To obviate this as far as practicable, the 
numbers for the year 1858 have been altered. 
by adding to the number of children under 
12, one-half of the number returned as 
between 12 and 18, and deducting a similar 
amount from those above 12; the nimbers 
who could read and write boeing taken to 
bear the same proportion to that nmnber 
that the whole number able to xend end 
write bore to the whole ee Further, 
the number attending schools was taken 18 
bearing the same proportion to the half of 
those ‘between 12 and 18, as tho whole 
number attending school bore to the whole 
number of children and youths betwaon 6 





* Including raupo buildings and tents. 


56 
and 18 yoars of age. In this way it is 
estimator that in 1858 out of evay 100 


children of the school-age (6 to 15), 4 
could vead and write, and 61 weieattending 
schools, of which three-fifths wero attending 
day-schools, and the other two-fifths were 
attending Sunday-schools only, Of the 
whole population of all ages, rathor more 
than 68 out of every 100 (635 out of every 
1,000) could read and write. 

In 1871, out of every 100 cluldren be- 
tween the ages of 5 and 16, 69 could cad 
and write, and_nearly 72 wore attonding 
school, of which more than thiea-fomths 
wore attending day-schools, and loss than 
one-fourth were attending Simday-schools 
only, Of tho whole population rather moro 
than 69 out of every 100 (692 out of ovory 
1,000) could read and write, The proportion 
who could 1end and write was thus 9 por 
cent greater in 1871 than im 1858. 

The vital statistics romam singulaly 
similar, Tn 1858, for overy 1,000 persons 
alive at the commoncemont of tho year, 44 
children were born during the year, and 10 
persons of allages died tn 1871, for ovory 
1,000 persons, 41 children woro born and 
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10 porsons died, In England and Wales, 
in 1871, 86 children were born for overy 
1,000 of the population, and 22 persons 
diod. 

In 1868 there wore 62 criminal convic- 
tions in the Supomo Court, and 1,169 con- 
victions in tho Roaldent Magistrates’ Gomis, 
besides 1,418 convictions for drunkenness, 
Thoro was, thorofore, 1 porson out of evary 
48 convicted of somo offence, besides 1 
person out of every 42 convioted of drunle 
enntess, 

Tn 1871 there wore 144 crimina: convic~ 
tions in the Suprome Court, 18 in District 
Courts, and 6,824 in Residont Magistiatey? 
Comts, besides 4,682 convictions fordrunkén- 
ness, ‘Lns was equal to 1 porson in 38 being 
conyioted of some crime, ind 1 poison in 67 
conyioted of diunkenness, ‘Thess propor: 
tions mo painfully lage, and it is singular 
to observe that, while the oriminal convic- 
tions had inoveased nearly 26 por cent., as 
compmed with those of 1868, the convic- 
tions for dinnkenness had deovensod by 
nemly 86 por cont, ‘Tho following table 
will show tho yarintiony in tho diffont 
Provinces -— 


Tani showing tho Compavigon betweon Onienat Oonvionons nnd Oonrviorrons for 
Drounxenness, for each Province in New Zealand, in the Yoars 1868 and 1871; 
with tho Proportions of oach to the Population of the sevoral Periods, 






















































1868, 1871. 
Provinon. Offences, Drankonnoss. Offonoon. Driankonnons, 
Proportion Proportion Proportion Proportion 
No, to lo, to lo, to No lo 
Population, Population, Population, Population, 
Anoklond ...| 920) 1in 70 | 787) lin 25 |) 1,768] Lin 86 / 1,040] Jin 82 
Tapanaled we] 4b! Ly, 6B 86124, 76 93] 1, 48 86] 1, 124 
Wollington «J 108] 1,, 60 | 97911,, 82 627; 14,46 | 988] 2,, GB 
. Has aBay..| 28) 1, 66 | ws un at 4 “o oe a4 t ” at 
felaon i) 4, 
| Mastoorogh 200, 1, 46 | 671, 168 io i. a sy t "4 99 
anterbury 4 10. 
Weatinnd , §| 267) 2» 84 | 188/24 4871 srg) 3% a7 | ay7| 1, Bb 
Otngo .. uf 278] 1,25 | 81) 1,, 224 |} 2,084] 1, Bl | 124g] 1,, 66 
| Totals (28) 1,48 |14ig}2,, 42 6,986] 1,, 88 | 4,888) 1,, m| 





N.B.—Tor tho year 1871 the numbers bors give tho total proportion of offences to 

ven in the census are taken, as that js the population ag 1 in 87, instead of J] in.38, 
latest dotailed account showing tho popula- as given above, tho latter boing the trua 
tion of tho different Provinces. Tho results proportion to tha estimated population at 
Axe Not strictly asourate, os the same num- tho ond of tho yen. 





* The proportions for Nelaon and Marlborough, taken together, ave~-olfences, 1 in 50; 


Arnikenness, 1in 111, 


+ The proportions for Canterbury and Wostland, taken together, are—oftencos, 1 in $1; 


@runkennoa, 1 in 85. 
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NOTHS STATISTICAL, é&e, 


‘There are no means at hand for com- 
pete these results with similar ones in 

Ingland, but apparently the convictions in 
the Superior Courts in New Zealand are 
more numerdus (proportionately) than those 
in England and Wales, the numbers there 
(in 1871) being 1 out of every 1,900 of the 
population, and in New Zealand, 1 out of 
every 1,648, 

Other items ugually included in statistical 
returns will appear in othor sections of 
these papars. 

It must be added that all tho details hore 
given apply exclusively to the Turopean 
population, with the few half-castes living 
among them. No accurate and complete 
census of the Native race has ever been 
made, though it has been partially done 
more than once, The numbers were esti- 
mated in 1842-43, by the Bishop of New 
Zoalond, as about 100,000; but those who 
knew the Natives more intimately, thonght 
that 70,000 would have been more nearly 
correct, ‘the last attempt nt enumerntion 
made them about 36,000, but this was 
several years ago, and it is probable that 
their numbors at presont do not exceed 
30,000, 


Comstercian AND INDUSTRIAL. , 


The imports and exports of the Qoldny 
afford the xeadiest modo for estim its 
commercial position, while the com 

of amounts at different periods hash 
spodlal interest aa showing the growth and 
deyolopmont of various industrial pursuits, 
and the decay or extinction of others that 
ware once of considerable importance. 

In the yoar 1872 the imports were valued 
at 65,142,051, and the exports (of New 
Zealand produce) 60,107,186, 

The valuo of the principal items of im- 
pot in that your wero, apparel, boots, shoes, 

ats, cups, &., 6416,070 ; drapery, habor- 
dashery, and woollens, £889,922; iron- 
mongery and iron, £190,684; spirits, 
£146,717 ; wine, £79,738 ; ten, £177,722 5 
sugar and molasses, £384,180 ; tobreco and 
anuft, £77,474, 

The principal. itoms of export were, gold, 
valued at $1,730,002; wool, £2,687,910 ; 

rain wnd flour, £118,733; kauri qu, 
104,187 3. Phormium (Now Zealand flax), 
699,406 ; hides and tallow, £90,561 ; pre- 
sorved ments, £161,840, 

Oil and whalebotto, which in the carly 
days of tha Oolony were regarded. as its 
staple product, had hecome too insignificant 
to montlon ; whilé gold constliuted more 
thas one-third of the oxports, and wool moro 

‘an ong-half, ax had. sonrodly inorensed 
in proportion to the population, and timber 
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had become a very stunll item; but grain 
and other agricultural produce had become 
considerable. The item ‘preserved meats” 
indicates a new industry, and the same may 
be said of leather, of which there was ex~ 
poted to the United Kingdom nearly 
3,000 ewts, Of the whole, the item kauri 
gum ia the only one whose production is 
due to the rbonginal natives, and to this 
they aro stimulated by the presence of Euro- 
pean purchasers, Among the imports, tho 
altered condition of the peopla nud the 
country is indicated by tho importation of 
coals to the value of £162,649 ; machinery 
valued at £62,704; and inilway ond tele- 
graph materials valued respectively at 
£118,319 and £6,466. 

Tho shipping return for the year was a6 
follows :—~- 


Shipsinwards we 778 
Aggregate burden ,, 300,802 tons 
Aggregate crews .,. 18,866 mon 
Ships outwarda 4... 4, 748 
Aggvogateburden.,, 286,866 tons 
Aggregate cews .., 12,802 mon 


Customs duty recoived in year, £813,278 ; 
land revenue (exclusive of gold), £504,717 ; 
gold fields revenue and gold duty, £114,055. 

ae proportions per head of population 
weloi—- 


“ & a d 
Imports, pevhend .. .18 8 O 
+ “ Jixporta, porhend,, ..18 6 0 


«+ Onatome’ duty, perhead 218 0 
Land revenue, per head... 116 0 
Gold duty, &o,,pex head O 8 0 > 


Tho following table shows, for the sale 
of contrast, tho respective amounts for the 
years 1846 and 1872:— + * 


1846. 1872, 

Tmporta v0 ae one 165,475 £6,142,061 
Ditto por hend of 

population... ., £10,168, 218, 84, 
Exports a. a ye 282,686 £8,107,186 
Ditto per head of it 

population . 4. £9,183, 18, Ba 
Shipping—inwards 160 U5 
Shipping—outwards 167 43 
Oustoms’ duty ... £18,658 £818,278 
Ditto per hend of 

population ... £168, £3,18% * 
Lund revenue. £616 8 =£504,717 
Ditto per ‘head of 

population... ., 102, 8116s, 
Gold duty and 

XOVENUG a wee wa =: 114,055 
Ditto head of 

population... a. a 8s. 


Tho item “gold” appenrs so cons, Houonpl: 
in the rotors of 1872, and is ny itag oy 
auch importance, ns to claim more than a 
mere passing notice, 
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Tho first tine in which gold was regarded 
as of sufficient consequence to deserve to 
eppear in a separate tablo in tho annual 
goturns of tho Registiar-General was in 
1858, m which year the value of the gold 
exported was declared to bo £62,444, aud 
it was also stated that gold to the valuo of 
£40,442 had heen oxported in the previons 
year, of which about £40,000 was the pro- 
duce of New Zealand, In 1861 tho valuo 
suddenly inoreased from £17,685 (the 
amount for 1860), to £752,657, the largo 
inorense being entiely due to Otago, which 
exported gold to the valuo of £727,321, 
or within one-thirticth pat of the wholo 
amount, ; 

The jurors’ report on the Otago Exhibi- 
tiva of 1866 gives an account of the dis- 
coveries of gold in New Zenland to that 
date, and from it the following particulars 
ave extracted :—It is thore stated that gold 
was first found in Massacre Bay by an ex- 

loving pay under Captain Wakefield, in 
Te49, “but the discovery did nob attract 
much attention at the time” Nothing far- 
ther séoms to have boon done until 1852, 
when gold was discovered nt Coromandel, 
put only about 1,100 ounces were obtained, 
and the search was given up. Tn 1866 gold 

- waa found in several localities in Otago, but 
without any immediate result, In the same 
tea gold was again discovered in Massacre 
jay, and about a thousand persons soon col- 
lected thero, who worked with sama success, 
obtaining the gold that has been montione 
as exported in 1857. Discoveries wor also 
made in that and the sueceading years in 
Otago, yeb publio attention doos not scom 
to have been arovsed until June, 1861, 
when Mi, Gabricl Reed made tho great dis- 
, covery of gold in ono of the tributnrics of 
the Tuapeaka River, flowing through the 
ravine that is still called Gnbriel’s Gully, 
after the namo of its discoverer, Iiom 
that time discoyories of gold wore mado in 
various plices in Otago, nlso on tho wast 
consb of tho Province of Canterbury (now 
Westland), and finally at the ‘Thames, in 
the Province of Auckland, the result of all 
which hag been that thero had been exported 
from Now Zealand to the ond of 1872 the 
enormous gunnkly of 6,718,248 ounces, 
valued at £26,084,260, - 

‘Tha inorense in tho quantity of wool ox- 
geen froin the Colony 8 also very striking. 

i twentyryatrs, that is to say from 1853 
to, 1872, the quantity incicased from. 
1,071,840 Ib, valued at £66,507, to 
41,886,997 Ib,, valued at £2,537,019. Now 
Zeglahd now stands third on the list of the 
wool-produciig colonies from which the 
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United Kingdom draws so Inyge a propor 
tion of its supplies of the raw material for 
one of its principal manufactures, The 
lavgost quantity is sent from Victoria, the 
next largest from New Sonth Walos, and 
Now Zenland follows ng the third. Other 
romarke on thia anbject will ho found 
when tho inoroasd of stock of all kinda is 
spoken of, 

The recent yours have also witnossod a 
marked development of industrial purauita, 
hoth in the way of joint-stock companies 
and private enterprise. Since the passing 
of tho Joint Stock Companies ‘het, in 
1860, ench yeny has seen various companies 
floated,” but principally for gold-mining 
purposes or processes conneoted therewith. 
There were alao steam-shipping companics, 
gas companies, snw-mill companies, and ono 
Insurance company, whose operations me 
shill very extensive. Besides these, there 
was a woollen factory in Nelson, and many 
local companies in various parta of the 
Colony for working flax, erecting publio 
buildings, and othor objects of local interost, 
besides two oy three companios for pro- 
serving ment, the works of nt least two of 
which wore on 1 vory extensive scale, ‘Tho 
last consus has shown that at tho close of 
the year 1870, there were in operation 77 
mills for grinding and dressing corn, 161 
flax-mills, 109 saw-mills (including, in many 
cases, sash, door, planing, and undiag 
works), 6) brewerles, 22 boiling-down and 
moat preserving wks, 8 bnick and tile 
yards and pottorics, 49 follmongortes, tan- 
norios, &o, 21 malt-lding, 88 collierioa, 16 
iron and brass foundries, and 101 factories 
for various othor purposos, These tills 
and other works and fratories omployed 
7,177 hands, of whom 129 woro females, 
116 of the mills woro wrought by steam, of 
tho aggrogate power of about 2,500 horses, 
and 178 sicam-ongines, of & power excead+ 
ing that of 3,000 horsea, wero omployed in 
tho various fratories, besides 92 aloam, 17 
water, and 470 horse thrashing-mnchinos ; 
736 reapmg-machines, 12 steam-ploughs, 
and 28 steam-harrowa, ‘Tho annual pro- 
duction of butter was 6,199,072 Ib. ; and of 
cheese, 2,547,507 Ib. 

There were also 28 sooletiog axtablished 
under the Land and Building Sooiatios A oty 
in operation in the Colony at the timo of 
the census, with on aggregate of 4,050 
members, paying monthly contributions that 
amounted on the average to £12,987, 38, 

Thofollowing tables, which wore appended, 
to the finanoial statement of the Hon. the 
Ooloniul Treasurer for 1873, will show the 
relative choumstances of Victoria, Now 
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South Wales, und New Zealand, as reapeots flax, expoited from cach respectively, for 
theix imports and exports, and algo the rela- the six yeary ending the lst December, 
tive values of gold, wool, grain, timber, and 1871 :—~ 


Tantw showing the Total Valuo of Iuronrs and Exports of Vioronra, Naw Sourn 
‘Wares, ond Nuw, Z#aann, for the Six Years ending 31st December, 1871; with 
the Rate per Head of Popufation, 












































Inronra, Exports, 
ere Popuna. Le | 
TION, 
Value, Rate. Value, Rate. 
|. -: —_— =| —- 
Vroronta, & & 8 dy &, 8,8, de 

Year 1866 ,,, vs | 648,912 | 11,816,688 | 1712 6] 0,493,478 | 1418 O 
y 1867, ». | 659,887 | 8,923,986 | 18 7 4] 9,072,383) 16 2 8 
yn 1868, we | G8L826 | 9,424,565 {1816 6 | 11,697,808 [17 2 0 
pn 1869... «oe | 710,878 | 9,984,462 | 14 010} 9,530,816 | 13 8 4 
nw 1870 ae ove | 724,725 } 9,089,087} 12 10 9} 9,108,828) 12 1 1 
ny BTL eve ee | 762,445) 8,985,707 | 11 17 6} 11,161,622 | 1416 5 

New Sovie Wares, 

Your 1806 4, 4. ws oe | 481,412 | 6,412,442] 1417 8] 6,057,685 | 14 0 9 
sy BGT. ae ue vee | 487,020 ] 4,568,504] 10 8 6] 4,884,505 | 1016 0 
yy UBER. ne | 466,765 | 6,780,817 ] 12 5 9] 4,878,844] 10 9 0 
» 1800. wu. ae vs | 486,386 | 6,334888 {13 1 0} 7876,677/1G 4 6 
» 1870... .. .. «| 602861] 6,069,820|12 1 6| 6,902,677|1210 8 
wy LGPL er see ee { 620,282 | 7,677,014 | 1422 0} 8,048,426 | 1610 0 

Nuw ZEAvAND, 1 shorn, 

Yonr 1866. 4, vs. | 208,082] 6,657,601 | 27 2 3] 4,996,J00}21 1 4 
a 1BB7 0. ye oe | 238,668} 5,179,998 | 28.18 8} 4,479,464] 20 9 8 
n 1868... os a oe | 226,018 | 4,825,812 | 21 610) 4,268,762 | 1816 9 
y 1880. +. | 287,249 | 4,841,400 | 20 8 14 4,000,184] 17 4 9 
yy LBD. ee oy | 248,400 | 4,860,941 | 17 11 1] 4,644,082 | 18 5 11 
UBT ie ve as ae | 260,086] 8,067,098 | 1417 2] Bos} 19 7 4 
Naw Zuavann, including Aboriginal Natives (36,000 in Number at prosont), 

£, & a a & hoa dy 

Yoar 1866... 4. see ae | 247,222 | 6,687,601 | 2217 8) 4,806,100 1/1716 8 
ts 18B7 uve ue vee | 287,208 | 5,179,808} 20 2 9) 4,479,104)17 7 6 
n TOR... ve ae ae | 264,618 | 4,826,812 | 18 410] 4,268,762 | 16 2 9 
py 1869 av ae ee | 278,240 | 4,841,400 1 17 14 4] 4,000,184 | 1k 19 
ts 1870p ae vee ons | 2844400 | 4,860,041 [15 6 7| 4,514,082] 1519 8 
iy IB7L oon ue yo | 802,086 | 8,967,098 ] 18 110) 5,171,054 1}19 % 4 

Average or Six Yuars, 
aren 
&. Zed £, Ba dh 

Victoria ae use ve | 696,027 | 9,611,017 | 1B 1G 2 | 10,149,748] 1d 8 

Now Sonth Wales... ... | 476,682 | 6,114,000 | 12 17 2] 6,989,886] 18 8 4 

Now Zooland .. 284,484 | 4,808,201 {20 911] 4,491,609/19 8 2 








Ditto inalnding Natives | 271,607 | 4,808,291 {17 18 10 | 4,491,690 | 16 10 9 
t - _ _ 





. 7 this Tablo tho British and_Foreign Goods exported from each Colony hay beon 
,fleducted trom both Imports and Exports, leaying as Imports the goods retained in the 
{Oolgny, and for Exports tho produce or manufietnres of such Colony, 
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‘Daun showing the value of Gorn, Woon, Gra, and other AaniounruraL Provuon 
(inoluding Flour, Bulter, and Oheose), ‘Tncmen, and Fiax, exporled from the Colonies 












































of ‘Vioronta, New Sour Wares and New Zwsnand, for the Ive Years 
euding 31st Deaombor, 1871 ; with tho Rato por end of Population. 
Victoria, Now South Wales, . Now Zonland, 
ARIICLES. a — 
Value, Rale, Value, Tate. Valuo, Rate, 
Yenr 1867, & ga d &, 2, a th & ga dy 
Gold vas wee | 8,788,098 | 8 Jt 0] 129,619 )0 6 9] 2,724,076 [12 9 2 
Wool 1... we | 8,660,011} 6 10 7 | 1,711,822] 8 16 8] 1,680,608 [7 4 7 
AgrioultmalProduce| 122,972 )0 8 va 198,926} 0 8 10 37,682 10 8 6 
Timbor wo 2960/0 0 1 17,541} 0 0 10 19,106 |0 1 6B 
Flax cae cab an or ae 4256/0 0 6 
ee a Oe a ee) een Sao een 
Yotala uo | 9,516,586 [lt 8 8 | 2,057,808 | 411 10 | 4,862,777 110 10 oO 
Year 1868. 1 
Gold oe ae ce | 6,620,465 1019 9 126,208 | 0 6 4) 2doa7e1 li 6 6 
Wool .. .. ws | 4,667,182} 618 6 | 1,879,751 | 4 0 6 | 1,616,648 | 6 18 10 
AgrioulturalProduca| 19485010 6 8| 264,277/011 8} 124,704} 011 8 
Tiber ay eae 8,024/0 0 8 12,707 |0 0 8 165,688 | 0 1 4 
Tax ve vo ww ae . tne 8,187)0 0 9 
Totals .., «. {11,899,021 |16 18 1 | 2,282,028] 417 9 | 4,160,763 [18 7 2 
Yoar 1869, 
Gold use | 8,868,780 1 71010] 809,058 | 012 9 | 2,341,602 1917 & 
Wool os as ov | 8,286,001 | 411 0 | 8,162,622] 610 4 | 1,971,280] 516 7 
Agrioultural Produc: 68,988 ]}0 1 S| 296562/012 2 142,807 | 012 0 
Timber ye vey ave 7,552/0 0 2 28,169 |} 0 010 22,888 | 0 1 10 
Wax ao oe as . tn 46,245 | 0 8 10 
| a re ne | te ms tree tn ste penser im 
Totals ... .» | 8,668,985 [12 8 8 | 8,701,206 16 1 { 8,022,718 he lo 8 
Year 1870, 
Golda w» | 4,891,781 | 616 0] 886,090 ]016 4 | 2,168,010} 8 14 8 
Wool , va ve | 8,119,809] 4 6 1) 2,741,141) 5 O 0} 1,708,046) 617 2 
AgrioulturalProdnoe} 99,808}; 0 2 8] 166,804)0 6 7] 180472) 014 0 
Dimber i, sv ve 1,008 o 22,087 | 0 0 10 18,828 |0 1 6 
Flax ase see oo ‘ we we 182,578 | 010 8 
Totnla u. .. | 8,112,681 |11 8 10} 3,816,002 | 6 11 9 | 4,202,227 (16 18 & 
Year 1871, 
Golde ene | 8,428,087 1 7 8 8} *910,826 11 18 5 | 2,788,868 110 8 10 
Wool vn ae see | 4,287,011 |] 517 6 | 4,748,100 | 9 211 | 1,006,146) 6 0 8 
Agrioulinral Produ 76,024 }0 2 1 57,267 {0 2 2 208,508 | O16 8 
Timber .., ae 6788 |0 0 2 5887110 2 38 2047010 1 6 
TMax ae tee oe oo as on we 90,611] 0 6 10 
Totals ... 4. | 9,798,856 18 8 6 | 6,774,728 |1L 6 9 | 4,709,108 117 12 8 
open nnn nent ren snanumersoenchend| tenis oniesaricer 
Average of 8 Yeara. 
Gold a. ws 6,600,587 | 71910] 372,844| 015 8 | 2,802,173 10 8 10 
Wool .. 0. 1 | 9,771,050 }8 7 6 | 2,848,070 | 5 19 10 | 1,568,090 | 6 9 10 
Agrioultuin)Produco} 110,425 ]}0 3 2) 196003)0 8 B}] 1B8,00c} O11 7 
MmBBe 2. ae 6254/0 0 2 26,703 /0 1 f 18,650) 0 1 6 
5 a eS ta on 7 fn o9166 | 0 4 8 
7 ented eee sec cnaantepnn Sveencerteen fein 
+ Hota cae | 9497176 [L810 7 | Sdd280 | 7 410] 4,271,017 |L7 18 6 





¥* tho dmount of Gold Coin produged in the Mint in Sydno 
othar Colonie hus heen deducted from the ‘Total Uxporg of Galt 


Rebun of Now South 











Wales, 


rth etna heaped ieipedd 
from Gold recoived from 
a8 shown inthe TMxport 


NOTES STATISTICAL, &o. 


The returns of land in cacupation, and of 
the various kinds of stock held by the sct- 
tlera, form perhaps the best test as to the 
actual settlement of the country, The un- 
settled state of titles to land derived from 
the Natives operated very prejudicially to 
the earlier seltlers in Wellington, and the 
“ Native difficulty” still stands in the way 
of the acquisition of Iand in the Nort! 
Island ; but much has been done to remedy 
this, and the returns show how engorly Jand 
is sought after and purchased wherever it is 
available, ‘Lhe improved demand for wool, 
and its increased price, have also tended to 
foster the desire to purchase Jand ; and, as 
an effect of this, large tracts of country 
which were formerly held as “runs” only, 
are now freeholds, and, in not n few in- 
stances, estates are held by individuals of 
an extent tla would form no inconsiderable 
part of an English county. That this great 
inorease in land purchases has been the 
result of a steady growth, may be shown by 
comparing the receipts for land gales for 
the Inst fifteen years (ns given in the fol- 
Jowing table), and also by comparing the 
quantities stated in the returns of 1858, as 
cons peed with those given in the census 
of 1871 :-— 

Tantn showing the RevEnun derived from 
Sanes of Lawp for each of the Yens 
from. 1858 to 1873, both inclusive — 

&£ 8 dad 
147,689 9 2 
228,504 8 8 
106,447 1 8 
284,727 1 6 
608,171 12 10 
881,668 18 0 
698,222 0 10 
880,428 16 2 
622,626 6 2 


Yoar ending Deo, 31, 1868.,, 
Yeor ending Deo, 81,1859 
Your ending Doo, 81, 186 
Yoar ending Deo, 81, 186 
Year ending Deo, 31, 186 
Year ending Deo. 31, 186 
Year onding Deo, 81, 186 
Year ending Deo, 81, 186: 
Year onding Dec, 81, 186 





Year ending Deo, 81,1867... 276,600 7 6 
Yeny ending Doo, 81,1868... 178,216 0 4& 
Year ending Deo. 81,1869... 116,687 8 4 
Yoar ending Dao, 81,1870... 80,109 16 8 
Year ending Den, 31,1871 , 118,683 12 10 
Yeor onding Deo, 81,1872 . 881,868 1 8 


Yoar ending Deo. 81, 1878.,, 1,088,810 18 4 


Totat for sixteon yours 25,871,190 0 2 


This shows an expenditure of nearly 
£335,700 per annum in the purchase of 
land. from the Crown, a0 that even if the 
land averaged £1 por acie, there must have 
been an addition to the landed estate of 
the community of nearly 340,000 nores in 
“each of sixteon consecutive years. 

Qomparing the quantities shown in tho 
cenins of 1858 with that in the census of 
1871, there were, at the first period, 
Ra5bdl4 aores of land fenced, and 141,007 

t 
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acres under crop; and at the second, 
6,778,773 acres fenced, and 1,042,042 acres 
under crop, The tenced land was thus nearly 
29 times as muchas it was thirteon years 
xeviously, and the land under crop nearly 
ts times. The proportions of the Ind to 
the population, by which it was held, had 
also largely increased ; for in 1858 there 
were but 4 acres fenced, and 2} acres under 
crop for each individual; while in 1871 
there were nearly 26} acres fenced and 4 
acres under crop, The quantity of freehold 
land held by individuals was not shown in 
1868; but in 1871 it was 5,647,838 nores, 
or about 22 acres for each individual, Sup- 
posing the number of houses to represent 
the number of families in the Colony, there 
would ba, at the latter period, an avernge 
for each family of 98} acres of fiechold land ; 
while, including freehold and leasehold 
Janda, there were for each family 118 nores 
of land fenced, and 18} acres under crop, 

Tho high price of lubour has tended to 
prevent grain from being cultivated to the 
extent it should be; but the introduction 
of agricultural machinery is doing some- 
thing to remedy this, and the returns for 
1873 show that there were 131,797 sora in 
whent, 96,966 acres in onts, 16,266 acres n 
barley, besides 12,623 acres in potatoes, 
33,688 agres in hay, and 19,846 acres in 
other crops; while the oxpeated crop of 
tho year was 3,188,696 bushels of wheat, 
325,101 bushels of barley, 2,618,086 bushels 
of onts, and 62,125 tons of potntoes, ‘Lho 
gent Advombapes of soil and olimate pos- 
sessed by tho Colony are thus being turned 
to account, and it may be expected that 
grain and. flour willyet figure largely among 
artioles of oxport, 

Tho inorense of stook of all kinds is 
equally remarkable, Horses, cattle, and 
sheep wero among tho earliest imports to 
the Colony; and in the year 1851 it is 
stated that there were therein 2,890 horses, 
84,787 head. of cattle, and 283,043 sheep. 
In 1858, theso had increased to 14,012 
hoises, 187,188 head of cattle, and 1,523,316 
sheep; bub in 1871, tho numba were 
81,028 horses, 436,592 head of cattle, and 
9,700,629 sheep, ‘Thus, in thirteen yoars 
(or, indeed, in little more than twelve, ay 
the consus of 1871 was taken in February 
of that year,) tho horges had incroased more 
than five times, the cattle four times, and 
the sheep six times, Of the wool which 
the shesp produced, it may be observed 
that in 1858 the Registrar-General called 
attention to the great increase that had 
taken place from an export valued nt 
£66,508 in 1863, to an export of £254,026 
in 1858, the value haying thus beon nearly 


pty 
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quadrupled in five years, In 1871 the value 
of the wool exported was £1,606,144, being 
more then six times the amount in 1868, ‘The 
actual inorense in quantity was much groater 
than ia indicated by the ynlue ; for in 1858 
svool was valued at an average rale of Js, 4, 
per Ib, and in 187L a6 Jess than 104d, 
Rhus, while the valuo had increased sixfold, 
tho quantity had increased nearly tenfold, 
In tho cighteen yeara between 18653 and 
1871, tho value of wool exported increased 
twenty-four-fold, and the quantity thitty- 
five-fold, the averago value in 1863 having 
heen estimated at nemly 1s, 8d. per Ib, 

The collieries ave as yot in there infancy ; 
but promise to be of tho greatest valuo 
before long, Railroads and other means of 
transit are being provided, and itis highly 

robable that within a shot timo Now 

ealand may bo oxporting coal, instead of 
expending (as already stated) £162,549 
during ono year for importing it. Besides 
this, the immense stores of fion and other 
metals which the Colony possesses, will all 
become aynilable as fuel is provided for 
raduoing them to n metallic state, and thus 
mating them fit for the many purposes for 
which at presont they have to bo imported, 

Ont of tho population of the country, 
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dintely after the arvival af Ue feat rottlars. 
Jt also sont out a porlentous-looking iron 
enfo containing its cesh, bub it is popularly 
believed that tho amount of money which 
that safo contained, and which it invest ba 
assumed was all that tho bank thougtt 
neceasiry 40 sond to commenca business 
with, was tho very modest sum of £5001 
About cighteon yeurs after this,inDecombur, 
1868, when the first retinns wore published, 
tho banks held £187,267 in coin, £2,624 in 
bullion, and £1,772 in securities of tho 
Qolonial Government, while they had notes 
in circulation to the amount of £86,026, 
At the samo timo thoy hud received and 
held Govornment doposits amounting to 
£74,244, othor doposita not bearing interest 
amounting to 6179,264, and doposits bear- 
ing infest amounting to £227,760. On 
tho other hand, they had discounted bills 
and notes to the oxtont of £520,702, and 
had adyanced money in ynrious ways to 
the extent of £114,639, ‘Thoir total lia- 
bilities at this date were £600,607, Os, 7d., 
and thoi? assets £848,955, 169, 1d. 

Theso figures show that tho banks had 
found a much wider scope for their opora- 
tions than had beon anticipated when the 
Union Bank commenced ; but from this 


68,018 porsons—or moro than one-fourth of date the expansion of their business went 


the whole—were described in that census 
as being engaged in trade, commerce, manu- 
factures, agricultmal pursuits, or mining 5 
or as being mochanics, artificers, and skilled 
workmon ; besides 14,312 persons desorihod 
as Jabomors, Lhore wore also 694 males 
and 743 females engaged as teachers, 

Those notices of tho industrial and com- 
meroial statistics of the Colony would ho 
siacomplete withoné they included some 
statements relative to tho banking esate. 
blishments that ara doing business thorein, 
especially as returns aro published evory 
quurter, In a form prescribed by law, show- 
ing their assets anil liabilities so elassified 
that the dotnils become as useful for statis- 
tical purposes as any of the returny of the 
census, 

In 1888, when the Act was passed re- 
quiting returns to be sent to the 'Ereasury 
for publication, there were bub two banka 
that had branches in New Zealand, and ona 
of these hed only recently ontered tho field, 
the bank that first established ilsalf in the 
Oolony was tho Union Banke of Australia,* 
which sent out 2 manager to Wellington, 
and formed a local directory there, imme- 





* A bank was started in Kororarika about 
the same time, bib it did nob do much, ond ig 
balleredt to have collepsed at a very early 

Oe 


on with marvellous rapidity, wntil the date 
of tho last returns published (tha of Sep- 
tomber, 1873), aé which time the population 
of tho Colony may bo eatimated ag being 
about five times ad largo as ib was in 1888, 
Tho ntunbor of banks hud inoreased to 
fivo,* with branches and agonoies soatLoved 
all ovor the country, two of them having 
been formed in or for the Colony, and having 
to a large extent a local propriotary, Pho 
five banks hold among thom coin amount- 
ing to £1,344,700, bullion £262,080, and 
Ooloniul Government sccuritios £167,600, 
Thoiv noted in oiroulation were £701,480 ; 
thoy hold Governmont doposits amounting 
to £000,244; other deposits not beming 
interest, £2,431,782; and deposits bearin 

intorest, £1,411,916, They had discounted 
bills and notes to the amount of £2,216,806, 
and had made other advances to the oxtent 
of £3,207,867, ‘heir total assets wero 
£7,703,746. 18, 11d,; and their total lia 
bilities, £6,745,348, 163, 3d. Thug thoir 
assets wero more than nine times greater 
than thoy wore fifteen yonra boforo, and 
thoir liabililies about nine-dnd-a-hall tines 
greater, Tho following table will show this 
moro distinctly -— 


* The return show the namoa of pix, 
bat ono wus tn pirocdas of being absorbed 
in onothor that had prrahused ity bingy, 
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Tanut showing the Torar, Assers and Lrapmaries of the Bans in the Corony of Nuw 
ZEALAND, in tho Foum prescribed by “The Bankers’ Returns Act, 1868,” for the 
Quarters anding re&pectively on the 81st of December, 1868, and the 30th of 


September, 1873, 


Assets, 








Coined gold and silver and other coined me! 
Gold and silver in bullion or bars 
Notes and bills of other banks 
Balances dno from other banks 
Landed property vw. 

Notos and bills discounted 
Colonial Government secur 
Debts due to tho banka + ee ace 
Seonvities not inclnded under other heads 


Totals 











| Deeember, 1858,. | September, 1873, 

£ ad 2 adi 

tals |} 187,267 010 | 1,974,790 2 9 
or 2,623 14 1 262,980 0 10 
7,987 14 10 20,417 9 2% 

“s 290,087 110 

14,073 1610 | 144,108 19 10 
520,702 6 8 | 2,216.06 2 5 

1772 7 1 167,600 0 0 

69,570 10 6 | 2,817,162 11 8 


44,968 5 8 | 480,694 18 6 


7,768,746 111 


848,955 16 1 





Notes in ciroulntion 
Bills in ciroulation =... 
Balonoos due to other banks 

Govornment deposits .., 
Deposits not bearing interest 
Deposits bearing intexest .,. 


Totals 
eae 


Tho significance of these figures will 
bocome moro apparent by observing somo 
of the fasts which thoy disclose, ‘Nhus the 
indebtedness of the community to the 
banks is shown to have inorensed from 
£636,241. 2, Bd. to £5,614,763, 73, 6d, or 
nearly ninofold, but the indobtedness of 
the banks to the Government and the 
publis for notes in circulation and deposits 
had inoreased from £567,204, 1s, 1d. to 
£5,535,381. 8s. 7d, or almost tenfold, 
Putting these frots into snother form, it 
may be said that in 1868 the banks had 
advanced to their customers £07,047. 18, 4d. 
out of their own capital, but in 1873, the 
whole of their advances did not equal their 
notes in. circulation, and the money of tho 
public deposited with them, by the sum of 
£20,628, Is, 1d, This is 9 fact of great 





ae 























so} 86,026 2 8 701,488 16 10 
«| 88,212 19 6 40,639 17 0 
os] oe 169,327 9 8 
su] 74,24 6 7 990,244 O 1 
wu} 179,204 7 2 | 2,481,782 6 7 
ve} 227,759 6 L }idteie 7 2 
«| 600,607 0 7 | 5,745,848 15 8 





some day the Colony that has the ultimate 
liabilily in respect to this note-circulation, 
may claim to have the profit also, 

‘The rate of interest on advances has been 
materially reduced within tho lnsi two or 
three years, Until then, 10 percent, was the 
ordinary, or it might be seid the minimum, 
rate, for much higher rates were often paid, 
the single exception being that interest 
added to accounts by the Supreme Court 
was fixed at 8 percent. Tho rato of dis» 
count at the banks wés nominally 10 por 
cent,, bué really 11 and 1-9th por cant, as 
10 per cent. interest was deducted from tho 
amount of tho bill, Bank discount has 
sinco been reduced as low as 6 per cent. 
(although it has again risen to 6 per cont.), 
and advances on real property aro freely 
made at 7 per cent, and even Gper cent, has 


importance, as it shows thet, so far as the been taken in oxcoptional cases, This has 
banks are concerned, the whole business of permitted many things to be undettaken 
the Colony is boing carried on by means of that would have been impracticable pre- 
its own cnpital, and not by borrowed viously, while the public burdens have been 
money, It is also noticenble that theamount’ lightened through tho advantageous rates 
of tha notes of the banks in circulation con- at which money has been raised, 

siderably excootla that of the floating (or Tho reduction in the rate of interest has 


uufginded) dobt of the Colony. Possibly operated most beneficially to all who are 
. Q 
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engaged iy agricultaral and pastoral pw- 
suits, ‘To a very largo extent these are 
heing carried on by means of monoy 
borrowed for purchases or improvements, 
and whilo oven x high rate of interest 
‘Decomes (in affect) only a moderato rent, 
when the intorest is reduced, the borrower 
is enabled, without extra effort, to reduce 
the principal, and thus in a comparatively 
short timo ho may be relioved of the whole 
burden. nat 

In closing these brief notices, it must bo 
ropoated that while so Jarge a portion of 
the Iand remains unoccupied, and tho 
population is so sparse that thore is seareely 
one perdon—man, woman, or child—for 
every 160 nores of tho estimated amount 
of Jand suitablo for agricultural or pastoral 
purposes, it is strictly correct to regard all 
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that has beon dono as only proparative, Ko 
that the statist who shall * tnke glock” of 
tho progress of the next twonly, or oven 
ton, years, will scarecly rogard tho present 
as & faie starting-point, ‘ho opening of 
the country by ronda and railways, tho 
ostablishmont of factories in which the raw 
material produced in the Colony niay bo 
converted into articles thal are now im- 
ported from abrond, and the impetus that 
these again five Lo the inorease of popula- 
tion, will all so act aad ro-neb upon cach 
other—population enusing produotion, and 
production stimulating the growth of popu- 
Tition-—that steps in advance will bo made 
with a rapidity that will bo searecly credible 
whon thoy become facts, nnd to anticipnte 
which would seom to many to bo mere idle 
dreaning, 
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THE OENSUS ON 


pas population of the Colony (exclusive living, 


MARCIE Ist, 1874, 
Although tho denth-vato is appn- 


of ahoriinal Natives) on the night of rently so much lower than in Mngland, yob 


the 1st March, 1874, was a3 follows :—- 
Provings of Anckiand 
vw of Baranaki 
vn of Wellington 
vn of Hawke's Bo; 
n Of Nolo 
» of Marlborougl 
» of Oantorbury 
nm Of Westland” w. 
y= of Olagon, vee 





Slat Decomber, 1878, 09 no 


Ohatham Tatands, eatimated for 
yet 13 


cones ralurns havo 09 
‘boon reocivod a, as 


200,084 


some allowance must be made for tho fet 
thal tho immigration to New Zenlend has 
chiefly consisted of porsons not past tho 
prime of life, and thnt, therefore, the pro- 
portion of agod peoplo ia nob ao grent ag ib 
is in Hugland, 

In the consus of 1861 tho proportion of 
persons, in Hugland and Wales, af G5 yours 
of age and over, was 46°2 por 1,000 of tho 
population, 

n 1871, in Now Zealand, tho proportion 
of porsons of Gf years of ayo and over was 
10°7 par 1,000 of the population. 

‘The following tabla shows tho death rate 


Boing an inerease, since tho consus of of some of the Australien Coluntes for tho 


February, 1871, of 43,291, or 1688 per year 1872 >-~ 


cent, on the population of 1871, ‘Tho above 
numbers cannot bo’ considered as nbso- 
lutely correct, né tho compilation from 
the Houschold Schedules is only in pro- 
ress, No material alloration is antioi- 
pated. 

, It is not yot possible 10 tell what propor- 
tion tho males bear to the fomalos. In 1871, 
however, the proportion was 100 males lo 
71:2 fomeles, 

The total deaths in New Zoaland during 
the yenr 1878 wore 3,645, with an estimated 
Mean population for the year of 287,753, 
This gives a donth-rate of 12°06 por 1,000 
persons living, Tho menn denthemla of 
England for a period of 80 yents, viz,, from 
1838 to 1868, was 22°40 por 1,000 persons 


Now South Wales oy 1468 per t 

Do., averngo of six years soran ee 
Victoria wu 
‘Tasmania ,., 





Queonaland “ . 
Bouth Australia... ” 
Now Zealand . ae ALB y 
Tho Kuvopean States averago 1 death in 
34 to 40 porsons living. 
Russia avorages 1 in 60, 
Now Zonlund averages 1 in 90, 
In the month of obrurry, 1973, tho 
numbor of nores in grain erop was as 
follows :— 












Retimatea — Avarngo 

Prodneo eine 

Acres, Bushels. fable 
Wheat... 181,207 1 8,189,006 ah 
Gata oun 2)018,095 27, 





Barley 2. W200 nae UA, 


LATEST STATISTICS. 


Estimating the wheat at 6s, por bushel, 
the wheat crop in 1873 was worth £797,174, 

Tho number of acres under these several 
crops in the various Provinces, in February, 
1873, avd the corresponding number of 
aeres of the sume crops in Tebruory, 1874, 
so far as at presonb ascertainable, is 









given ;— 

Provineo, 1878, 
Auetdand 5,155 
Pacanaki 1498 
AVallington 4318 
Tawko's Bay |.. 1,430 
Nelson... 1. 6,309 
Marlborough ..) __ 5,217 
Onntorbury 113440 
Weatland ‘ 13 
Otago » 107,878 








Tho total number of acres under these 
grain crops in 1873, was 244,021, and in 
1874 was 264,0144, 

The following figures give the estimated 
average yield por acre of the grain oro 
mentioned, in the various Provinces in 
1873 j—~ 





Wheat. Onls. Barley, 
Auckland, bushela ,,, 182 .. 18) «. 174 
aranaki' —, se is) 14] 
Wellington, 20 16 
Mawka's Bay ,, 20 24! 
Nelaon » iv] i 
Marlborough ,, 20 18 
Canterbury) 2 10t 
Wostland a a 18 - 
Otago < . 805 20 


Tho average yield of wheat per acre in 
the undormentioned Australian Colonies 
was 


Bushels, 
In Now Sonth Waloa, 1878... 18°92 
vy Vietovin, 18720. ee 18S 
» Houth Australia, 1873 4... 1150 
», Uasmanin, 1873... oon ve 18°62 
Now Zoaland uyorage, 1873 oe PAD 
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The average yield of wheat for the United 
States for 1872 was 12 bushels per acre, 

The amount of land in permanent arti- 
ficial grasses in the month of Tebruary of 
the years 1873 and 1874 respectively} was 
as follows :— 










1973, 1874. 
Auckland 308,497 214,000% 
Paranaki 80,059 42,000 
‘Wellington 260,211 270,670 
Hawko's Bay ‘\. 70,504 116,368 
Nelwon .., 3) 98)735 48,000 
Marlborough < — 20,808 
Canterbury ‘1, 195,420 245,618 
‘Wostland 1,957 212K 
Otago... 170}958 297,085 





The returns of Marlborough for 1873 are 
not given, as inquiry recently made shows 
that much hill land, on which somo grass 
seed had been seattered, was returned last 
yer as land in artificial grass. As the 
returns this year aro more reliable, tho 
comparison between the two years cannot 
fairly be made, 

‘Tho abovo figures only refer to land laid 
down to artificial grasses, and do nob in- 
clude tho extensive tracts of country covered 
with nutive grasses, and on which a large 
number of stock is depusturing, 

‘Uhe account of the stock is only taken af 
the time of the consus, and cannot yet be 

iven for this year, in February, 1871, 
he numbers of sheep, cattle, and horses 
in the Colony (exclusive of stock helong- 
ing to aboriginal Natives) woro respec- 
tively :— 


Sheo; wee oe 9,683,051. 
Onttle se aes suse 485,877 
Horses 1 eee 80,477 





Tan in showing the Moan Tomperature, Maximum, and Minimum, of the Atmospharo 
ie ip) 


in the Shade, also the ‘Potnl Rainfall 
montioned Places :— 


registered, for the Yenr 1872, at tho under- 




















Temperature of Air in Shade, Mean Daily | ‘otut 

' Mean, { Maximum recorded. (Minimum recorded, Range, Rainfall, 

1 Fah, Fah, Tah. Fah. Inches, 
Mongonul 629 | 91°0 on 20 Jan. 85:0 on 27 June 160 4.6'800 
Auckland 602 | 90:4 on 8 Jeb, | S40 on 10 July 199 42-096 
Taranaki 684] 834 on 81 Deo, | 810 on 65 Aug, 170 68:640 
Napier 69'7 | 940 on 6 Feb, | 80:0 on 16 Aug. 170 28:940 
Wanganui 66-7 | 880 on 21 Fob, | 80:0 on 16 Aug, 10-6 88°120 
Wollington | 56:8] 88:0 on 22 Deo. | 31% on 16 June 116 60-945 
Nelson 667 | 90°0 on 24 Jon. | 25:0 on 27 July 20°9 78610 
Ohyiatohuych! 58°6 } 96:7 on 24 dunn, | 215 on 16 June 160 19°741 
Tlokitike 641 | 82° on 21 Veb. | 274 on 15 Ang, 120 128:210 
Dynodin Bl} 880 on 28 Jan. | 27-0 on 16 Aug. 14°7 27-898 
Queamatowns| 614} 83:2 on 81 Dea. | 21°5 on 15 dune 167 28°880 
Southland 496} 85:0 on 18 Jan, | 17:0 on id June _ 187 
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Exoiso Warehouse for mixiug with Now Zealand distilled spirits, 
imposod an ad yalorom daty of 10 per cont, in ley of thom, from tho 20th of July, 1878. 
W. Sxzp, 
Secretary and Inapoctor, 
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‘ 
Companativa ‘Pania of Ruvenuz Commer by tho GonowiaL Govannuurt, 
for the ‘Len Yeurs ended 1872-73, 























Ondinar Vorritorial NG 
Rovenna, _ Reyonne, Fount, 
&, & L, 

Financial Year 1868-64*.., veneers 706,088 3,862 710,035 
n» Yen 186L- on 731,686 24,802 766,077 
» Year 1865~-6¢ “8 908,300 9,738 912,008 
» Year 1866~ si 1,058,020 17,004 | 1,076,028 
ys ~—- Yoru 1867-6: vee 980,707 10,168 990,875 
3, Your 1868- se 1,015,848 6,056 | 1,021,809 
» Xear 1869 ese 1,018,860 V028 | 1,020,988 
y Your 1B70-71 on. 936,188 1,863 938,080 
» Yoav 1871~72 wee cae oe eet 1,081,083, 4,069 1,086,142 
” Yoor 1872-73 w. 0 ee es 1,119,004 36,506 1,166,410 
Votnls ow ae | 9,501,842 122,165 9,628,007 











# Tho Ainancial year ends on the 80th June, 





Revenue Qottzorp by the Cotontan Government during tha Ning Months 
onded Saturday, 28th March, 1874, 








Ordinary, Torrltorial, Total. 





Lab duly, 1873, fo 28th March, 1874...) 21,009,874 £76,808 1,088,782 








Comranarvs Tavns op Ravuruy, Colonial and Provincia, for the lon Years 
ended 8lut Decombor, 1873, 





Conontan. Provincia, otat 
Total Tatal | Qolonint 
~] Oxlinary./Porrituriny] — and 




















Ordinary, hale Ordinary, | 'Yorritoiin}, Provinaly, 
Ontendar Years & & & £ fh, & g, 
1804 | G9U,087 | B,LkG [180,714 | 716,686 | 826,401 | 721,820 | 1,660,220 


1805 | 824,686 | 25,162 | Toy,217 | 459,625 | 993,753 | 481087 | 1118.49 
1866 | 941i | 0,612 | Lag2a5 | 725,667 |Losnyce | 745,200 11,820,036 
1867 [1,000,875 | 16,108 | 249,660 | 50x,775 {1,210,044 | 621,043 11,761,087 
1868 | “ono,6n3 | 7,905 | 121,989 | 417,088 [tLoz,iaz | 425,920 | 1,597,918 
186 |1,012,810 | 6,008 | 162,058 | 376,048 |1,195,708 | 982,161 1,577,919. 
; 1870 | 970,121 | 9,611 | 148,292 | 27,089 (Lrisieds | 397,200 {1/456,043 
1871 | 927,78) | 2,976 | 129,201 | 877,107 |1,077,080 | 379,848 | 1,450,928 
1872 [1,030,735 | 6,277 | 138,660 | 818,772 [0,178,986 | 624,019 |1,802,494 
3873 251218 52,082 } 267,420 1,226,816 1,518,038 11,278,907 }2, 707,085 
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THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 


Piiaration and public works, from 

18653, whon the present Constitution 
was first established, to nearly tho end of 
1870, exclusively devolved on tho soveral 
Provinces ; and it may be said that, except 
to a limited extent in tho Provinces of 
Otago and Canterbury, they had, from 
viwious causes, almost ceased to exist for a 
number of yeais previous to tho latter date, 
Even if tho Provinces had generally been 
able to administer thoso two great depart- 
ments of colonization, it became evident 
that an administration conducted by in- 
dependent local authorities with distinct 
local interests and functions, would neces- 
amily be disjointed, and wanting in system 
and comprehensiveness, ‘tho term “ Publio 
Works” is used hero in relation to works 
of a colonial character, and in which moro 
than one Province is concerned. 

Tn 1870 tho Immigration and Public 
Works Act and cognate Acts were pnssed, 
and the policy contained in them may bo 
shortly described as follows :— 

The Colony was to'inour a liability, spread. 
over A course of yonra, amounting altogether, 
territorially and pecuniarily, to about nino 
millions, which were to be expended in 
specified proportions on the under-men- 
tioned objeats :-— 

1, Immigration. 

2, Main railways throughout cach Island, 

8, Roads through the interior of tho 

North Island, 
4, The purchaso of Native land in the 
North Island. 

5, Tho supply of water on gold fields, 

6, Tho oxtension of telograph works, 

‘Lhe administration of these services was 
vosted in the General Government, and tho 
responsibility, subject to somo oxcoptions 
in which its action doponded on tho 
provious concurrence of Provincial authori- 
tics, devolved on the General Government, 
Theso exceptions have been ubolished by 
subsequent legislation, 

As soon ag the session of 1870 closed, it 
‘bocame necessary Lo organiza a department 
to undertake the special dutios, and this 
department was supervised as rayuired by 
tho Act, by a Minister of Publio Works. 
Al firat, while the organization was in 
progress, and the practical worls was in its 
garly atago, tho Colonial Secretury acted as 
Minister of Immigration and Publio Works; 
‘but in the course of a year, when adequate 
funds woro xaisod, and important works 


and immigration on o large scale had been 
begun throughout the whole Colony, aspecial 
Minister was appointed, and shortly after- 
wards there was one for ench Island 3 bulin 
the latter part of 1872 the whole depart. 
ment was divided into two, namely, Publio 
Works and Immigration, and cach was 
placed separately in the charge of a 
Minister, ‘Chis arrangemont is still adhered 
to, and the large incrense of the duties of 
each service, and consequently of the 
department in charge of that service, and 
the great importance of those duties, render 
such ao division at present absolutely 
requisite, 

ince its organization the department has 
constructed in the Noith Island ronds of 
various descriptions to the extent of 1,150 
miles, a large propoition boing good travors- 
able dray-roads; also about 500 miles of 
bush tracks, which, although only at present 
available for horse traffio, have been selected 
with arent cao as suituble routes for dray~ 
roads hereafter. The expenditure on these 
roads and tracks has beon about £300,000. 
Thore ara now being constructed several 
hundred moro miles of similar roads, which 
will be the means of opening wp nearly all 
parts of the North Island for settlement. 

In tho South Island similar roads have 
been completed on the west coast, to the 
extent of over 60 miles, and aboutthe same 
length is now undor contract or surveyed 
ready for contract, ‘Choy have been laid 
out with the view of enabliig the gold- 
digging community to got about with euse, 
and of opening up that part of tho country 
for settlement. 

It may here bo remarked that before the 
ereation of tho Public Works Department 
of the Goneral Government, many thou 
sands of miles of good and. substantial roads 
had been constructed by the various 
Provincial Governments throughout the 
Colony. 

Tho construction of railways has been 
very vigorously proceeded with, The 
department has contracted for the com- 
plotion of over 850 miles of railway through- 
out the country, In addition to this, 
Parliament has sanctioned » further length 
of 360 miles, for which surveys and plans 
are rapidly boing prepared. Tho whole of 
the tbovs railways me to cost, when 
completed with their equipments, about 
£5,500,000, 14 is estimated that thore are 
now between 3,000 and 4,000 men con- 
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stantly employed, and that a still greater 
number will be required during the n0xt 
two years to complete the lines above 
mentioned as having been sanctioned by 
Parliament, 

In addition to the lines wider contract, 
40 miles of railway constructed by tho 
department are now open and in full work~ 
ing order, as well ag a further length of 70 
miles coustructod by the Provincial Gevern- 
ments of Canterbury and Otayo, maling 
tolal throughout the Colony of” 1,020 miles 
of railway either open or in various stages 
of progress, 

‘Nhe department has likewiso undertaken, 

“tho construction of soveral largo water. 
yaces on the gold diggings, which, when 
completed, are enleulated to provide re- 
munevative work for several thonsand 
minors and others over a period of many 

ents, For theso races Parliament has 
yoted £300,000, 
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There ara also soveral large conl-felda 
now in process of rapid development, Whon 
these mines mre in full work, thoy will 
afford permanent omployment for mony 
thousend porsons of all classes. 

It is not necessary further to partioularize 
tho work of envh dopartinent then lo state 
that tho conduct of Immigration ia in tho 
charge of the Tnmigration Minister ; and 
that the Pablio Werka,—the romnining 
services created by the varions Immigration 
and Public Works Acts excopt tho purchase 
of Native land, which dovolves on the Native 
Minister,—aro in chargo of tho Publio 
Works Minisior, 

This short sketch will, il is hoped, 
succinctly and intolligibly show tho nature 
of tho departments to whith occasional 
reference is mado in thia pamphlet, and the 
spocial object of which is to give practical 
effect to the Immigration and Public Worke 
Policy of 1870, 





IMMIGRATION. 


pus conduct of immigration to New 
Zealand was entirely in the hands of 
tho Provinces upto the end of the year 
1870, and the monoys expended in tho 
introduction of immigrants wero dorivod 
from Provincial rovenne ; each Province 
providing according to its requizoments and 
‘means. ‘Tho Public Works and Tnmigra- 
tion Act of 1870 provided for the appli- 
cation of £1,000,000 ont of the loan then 
authorized to be exponded upon tho intro- 
duetion and location of immigrants throagh- 
out the Colony, Enorgatio measures wero 
at onco takon by tho Government to give 
offect Lo this important portion of the Act. 
The Agenoy in Mnyland received full in- 
structions, and the Provinees wero invited 
to co-operate with tho General Government, 
by sotting aside and preparing land for tho 
sebtlomont of tho immigrants, A staff of 
inmigration officers was appointed through- 
out the Colony, whose duty it is Lo receive 
nid care for the immigrants upon arrival, 
house them in the depdts, and forwar 

them, whon required, to tho country dis- 
tricts, Tho details of management were 
entrusted to a nowly-organized department 
ander a responsible Minister, having charge 
also of the Publio Works. In 1973 it wos 
found advisable to soparate the worl, and 
the present Immigration Department wos 


estublished, of which the Ion, the Promior 
of tho Colony is tho present Ministorial 
head. ‘fhe system first adopted was that 
of grunting assisted pussages to suitable 
classes of porsons duly selected by the Home 
Ayonoy, or nominated by their friends in 
the Colony and approved of by tho Agont 
Genoral ; but ns ib was found by expericnce 
that tho required money paymonts xorlously 
checked the flow of a very desirable class 
of immigration, tho Government decided 
upon making immigration absolutely frao, 
not only providing passes to the Colony 
in the fines’ vessels which onn bo chartored., 
for tho purpose, but in all eases where thelr 
civeunstunces rondor it necessary, bringing 
the emigrants to the port of ombarketion 
and supplying thom with oultit, This sys- 
tem enmo into forco in tho month of 
October, 1873, and hay beon attended with 
vory satisfrotory resully, Besides the ami- 
grants from the United Kingdom, » number 
of Scandinavians have beon introduced into 
the Colony undorarrangemonts with business 
firms in Tamburg and Christiania, Theso 
havo been located chiefly in special avttle- 
monts in tho thickly-timbered country in 
the Provinces of Wellington and Hawke's 
Bay, and they oxo xeportod to be thriving 
and well doing in overy way. It is pro- 
posed to oxlond this elnas of immigration 
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during the next two years, as bein; 
especially suitable for the settlement 
forest lands, of which there is a large aren 
in both Islands. 
, Tho establishment of special sottlements 
in various parts of the Colony, where immi- 
grants will be assisted to thtain freeholds 
under a system of deferred payments or 
othorwise, is proposed in order to afford 
opportunities to men with families, whose 
means ave moderate, but who aro in a 
position to place some small amount of 
capital upon the lend, “The Immigrants 
Land Aet, 1878,” has farther provided in 
this divection, by authorizing freo grants of 
Jand to the value of £20 to every immigrant 
and cach adult of his family who after being 
approved by the Agent-Genoral may have 
paid their own passages to the Colony; such 
grants, of course, to be contingent upon 
actttal residenco on the location selected. 
_ The present position of the New Zealand 
immigration scheme may be thus summa- 
rized,—1, Absolutely free passages* to the 
Colony with, in some cases, assistance for 
transit to port of embarkation, and outfit, 
2, Reception of the immigrants upon arrival 
in the Colony by officers of the Government, 
and for a fow days their housing and main- 
tenance in comfortable depdts. 3. During 
those few days immigrants are rationed ut 
public expense, and if they do not find 
employment at or’ near tho ports, aro 
forwarded to depots up-country, 4, Immi- 
grat nominated by their friends in the 
lolony nve forwarded, if so required, free af 
expenso, to the placa of residence of the 
person nominating, 

Tho numbor of immigrants introdueed 
by the Genoral Government, under the 
Pablio Worlrs and Immigration Acts, up to 
the 3ist March last, amounted to 17,879 
souls, of whom 7,738 wore nominated by 
their frionds. In bringing these to the 
Colony, ninoty-oneships were employed, the 
average length of voyage being under 
ninety days, ‘Tho immigrants introduced 
havo been inunediately disposed of; in 
fact, the supply of all kinds of labour has 
beon, and remains, inadequate to, the 
demand. Thore have been occasional 
inatanecs where artisans, having only know- 
ledge of ono branch of a particular trade, 
og. * fitters,” &c,, from the manufacturing 
towns, have found a difficulty in aecommo- 
dating themselves to the requirements of 





*Té is no6 intended to continue for any 
Tongth of Lima to give freopnssages, Shortly, 
the immigrant will probably be required to 
give 6 promissory nate for the repayment of 
at least a portion of tho cost of passago. 
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the Colony ; and, as a rule, workmen of this 
class shonid not be enconraged to omigrato 
to New Zealand. Country mechanics, 
general blacksmiths, farm labourers, shep- 
hords, plonghmen, and female domestic 
servants are certain of employment, with 
good wages and comfortublc homes. To 
Hlustrate practically what is renlly the state 
of things in the Colony, we print the follow- 
ing extracts from letters written by their 
friends to persons whom they wish to 
induce to emigrate, ‘hese letters, being 
upon forms furnished to the nominators and 
sent in with the applications, are forwarded 
post free by the immigration officers :— 


Extract of Letter from A. B. to Winiras 
D., of Newington Causeway, London. 
Mrz. D,,~I am sure if you como to this 

Colony you will get stoady employment at 

your trade at painting, paper-hanging, or 

plumbing, Yon conld get 12s, day, and 
as many places for your family at good 
wages. 

T should also adviso Mary's husband to 
come out, as here is from 8x. to 93, per day 
offered for men of his occupation on the 
railway, I do not know his namo, so I 
cannot send him a copy. Yours, 

March, 1874, AB, 


Extract of Letter from Danint H, to G, J, 
of Lambeth Walk, Lambeth, England. 


T aay toll you Now Zealand ig the best 
part of the colonies for a poor man to como 
to, as there is plonty of worl for industrious 
porsons, and good wages, Iremain, dear 
triend, 

March, 1874, Danien H. 


Extract of Letter from Guonax &, to Tos, 
$5 of flushing, Falmouth, Cornwall. 
Dear Broritnr,—You gay you would 
like to come out to New Zenland: come, 
by all means, and come at once ; the wages 
you would get hero is more than doublo 
(from 8s. to 105, per day), and living just 
as veasonable as in Singland, You need not 
bo under any anxiety, as there is plenty or 
work for a good workman like yourself, I 
shail be glad to seo and to entertain you. 
‘There are a great number of young fellows 
at Flushing who would flo well out hore 
instead of half starving at home, You oan 
try to induce them to come with you, and 
as many respectable females ag you con 
possibly get. ‘They can all como by tho 
same application and by the same ship ag 
you would come by. Hoping in ashort time 
to sea you out, Yours affectionately, 
March, 1874, Be 
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When you writo te the Agent-Gonoral, 
dou’t forgot to ask to he allowed to ombarkt 
at Plymouth instead of London, us! this 
would. he a great saving of money. 1b cnsb 
me about £6 Lo got to ship from Flushing. 
Extractof Letterfrom Jams M, toMawria 

1, of Paisley, Scotland, 

Dear Mantwa,—I advise you ta take 
this opportunity to come to Now Zealand, 
Your relations have all done woll, If you 
value your children’s success in this world, 
you should embiace this opportunity, You 
will gota fioe passage, and I beltove, by 
application to tho Agont-Goneal, you nny 
sail from Glasgow, aud any of your friends 
or rolations may apply to tho Agont- 
General, and they may como with you, 
You may consult with my cousin, Mrs, 
Jean L,, and I believe sho will both adviso 
and assist you to go, you and family, and 
Margaret MeM,, and as many young girls 
as you can get of a rospectable character, 
bué nof otherwise, If yon come I will 
receive you at Wellington; rest satisfied 
on that point. Yours truly, 

March, 1874, Janna M. 


Copy of Lotter from Onannis MoN., Boot- 
maker, Christchurch, to Jonn §., Gates- 
hend-on-T'yne, England. 

10th December, 1873, 

Dear Jony,—I have this day nominated 
you and your family as people specially 
fitted for good colonists, My reasons for 
nominating you aro threo, First, wo need 
good and steady men, such ag you are, to 
assist in sottliny the country ; second, your 
own prospools would he very much botter 
than they are in Wnglund ; and third, tho 
prospects of your daughters would he in- 
erenaed a hundred-fold, Tor instance, such 
a gitl as your oldost daughter must bo hy 
this time, would recoive, as a aueso girl, 
from £16 por year upwards, As another 
instance of what a girl can dang a machinist, 
T hayo ono; sho is now nbout sixteen years 
of age; I pay hor 10s, por week; I do not 
find her; sheis vory smait, of course ; her 
hours of worle aro from half-past 8 am, to 
5pm; and you could depend on gotting 
from 60s, to GOs, a week yourself, and most 
things as cheap as they mo in England ; 
and hefore I closo I might gay, you can 
havo all the comforts of lifo here as fully as 
you can in Gateshead-on-Tyno. 

Time would fail mo to write half tho 
Mdrontages of this plnoe over Tngland, One 
groat acdvaxttago is the hours of Jabour in 
our trade aro much shorler, boing from 
8am, to 6 pm, Anothor, schooling for 
children for next to nothing, Ohwrohes of 
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all denominations. Good Templars’ Lodges 
in grout numbora, Building Soolatios, out 
of which you can homies cottage and freo- 
hold for little more than a vont hy monthly 
payments in tho come of a few years, 
These and many more are within the reach 
of ovory steady, prudent man, In nomi- 
nating you it is your and your fimily's 
good I seok; bub should you think ib 
would not adyantago you to come hove, do 
not come, as this costs mg nothing, nor will 
it do, como or nol. come, 

Should you make up your minds to come 
(for mark, ] want you all to como willing 
or not at all, it is vary important for all to 
be willing), and should outlit or passage to 
London stand in the way, apply to our 
friond William Tf, I will instruct him, by 
to-morvow's mail, regarding that, so if you 
are minded to come thero will ho yothin 
for you nor for mo to pay, save you wil 
havo passage to Tondon to pay, and any- 
thing you mny have to geb from our mutual 
friend W. IE Tf you come, let me know, 
and I will look out for you. So no mora 
from. 

Yours truly, 
Onanies MoN, 





Copy of Lottor from Many _G,, of Canter. 
bury, NZ, to Parriox B,, of Galway, 


Troland, 
8th December, 1873, 

Dean Unonn Pariior,—If you como to 
this country, it is not ono shilling a day 
you will have ns nb home, but from five to Len 
shillings per day hove, If you waro to 19+ 
main at homo all ihe days of your life you 
nover would bo oub of pore. ty, You can 
seo yoursolf, all thal, Joft home, te your awn 
knowledge, how well they are doing in this 
country, sending money homo to their 
arvents and friends, Singlo women gat 
vom £20 10 £35 a year hore, single men 
from £40 to £60 a year aud found, Mar- 
riod couples, without funily, get from £60 
to £100 a year, house, and found, Pro- 
visions of all Kinda aro much cheaper hero 
thanat home, Beof and mutton from 2d. 
to bd. por Ib. Bread, tho four-pound loaf, 
7d. Milk, 3d. per quart, Jiggs, 1s, por 
dosen, Iam, 6d. to 10d, por Ib, “Qlothing 
reasonable enough, ‘Tradesmen of all kinda 
do woll hero; ab preaont ara otting from 
ten to twelve shillings por day. If you 
should come, you may some day have a 
lace of your own frechold for ovor 5 and T 
have no doubt that you will bo thankful for 
the chanco df coming out froo, as 9 good 
many who have como out on tho agsisted 
omigtation aro doing well, Mr, Charles 
dK, £ have no doubt, if you should ro- 
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quire, would wuite for you to the Agent in 
London, 
Lam, dear Unele and Aunt, 
Your ever fond Niece, 
Many G, 

, P.S~—L have sont for my father, mother, 
sisters, and brother, the same time as I did 
for you, that you may he together. I have 
also sont for Patrick C., wifo, and funily, 
who will do woll here, 





Copy of Lotter from Jnrmutan R., of Can- 
torbury, N.Z,, to Brsste 3, of Coolatin, 
County Wicklow, Ireland, 

‘ 8th December, 1873, 
‘Tus ise very good country for all that 
are inclined to get on. You will get from 
£20 to £26 a year, and whon you wish to 
marry, you will have no difficulty in gettin 

a husband. I like the country very well. 

T am sure if the people of Ireland know 

what « fino country it is, many would come 

out. I got employment at once at £1 per 
weols for eight hours’ work a day, I get 
overtime at the same rate, I also have tho 
best of board and lodging, I am living 
with W. D, from my own country. Moro 
demand for single fs and men than for 
married couples, ‘There is now free immi- 
tation here, If you know of any person 
iko youraclf, thoy will have no difficulty in 
getting out by writing, I think it will 

Cost you .61 for outht, 





Oopy of Letter from Jussn W., Canterbui 
‘Now pate to Danian W,, Brinklow, 
near Coventry, Warwickshire, 

18th January, 1874, 
Doar Brorien,—tI hope you will mako 
up your mind and como to Now Zealand at 
once: i¢ will be the best day’s work you 
ever done, You will be sure of immediate 
omployment nt good wages when you land. 

Pood is very cheap, and wages high: you 

will ho abletosave more avery week hero than 

You, are oarning whe1o you are now. Now 

Zenlond is a fine and healthy country ; no 

one can help bublike it, Any man may do 

well that will work, Jzsse W. 


Lotter from Rev. M. L. C, to Caatnrs A,, 
of Gloucester Street, Commercial Road, 
3, London, 

18th January, 1874, 
Tako « fow hundved young men and 
women with you, particularly carpentors 
and. tradespeople, or farmers with a little 
money. @ want a few thousand Irish 

hore from Tipperary, I wish there were a 

few of them near tho home agonts to help 

Trish o¢ Unglish Catholics out here, 


j 
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Extract of Lotter from Acres P., to 
Ouanuzs T., of Shetland. 
18th Tanuary, 1874 

T write you to inform yéu that joiners 
here are getting 12s, a day ; that the coun- 
tiy is healthy; that the voyage, though 
long, is pleasant and not dangerous ; and to 
invite you to come out along with Mary if 
you are now married to her. You can got 
a free passage on applying ay directed 
above, 

Pxtract of Letter from A. M. fo Trosas 
M., of Shetland. 
’ 18th January, 1874, 

T invite you all to come owt hero ; we are 
getting fine wages. Tho country is fino 
and healthy. Wages are—for labourers, 
8. a day ; carpenters, 12s, ; blacksmithe, 
10s, to 15s.; shoemnkers, £3 a weelk ; tai- 
lors, £3 a week ; servant girls, from 10s. to 
lbs, a week, My giles are engaged at 10s, 
a week, and the other two at 12s, and 13s, 
Snilors aro getting £8 « month, We nro 
all getting 8s. day. Como away; and if 
your daughter is married, Jet her and her 

sband come, 


Extract of Latter from Jemanta §, fo Many 
O, EL, of Shetland. 
18th January, 1874, 

Some of the people of Unst do not wish 
emigration to New Zealand to go on, lest 
they should have to pay longer wages to 
their servants, but Tam glad I came, IT 
have 12s, a weok ina nico family, and am 
well and happy. I wish you to imitate mo 
and como here, where you can he well and 

ob something like wages. 1 am getting 
just, about cight times the wages I got 
in Unst, Give information to all the gila 
you know in Unst. Thero is a great de- 
mand for servant girls at wages irom 10s, 
a week to 16s. and even 203, 





From the Southland Ties, 

Copy of a Letter from Ricnary Gorrie, 
an immigrant by ship Scinvtar, to the 
Barrack Master, Immigration Depbt, In- 
vercargill, 

Duar Sir,—~I cannot take lenyo of you 
withoué expressing my best thinks to you 
for your kindness and the nevertiring 
energy and trouble you have tuken to se~ 
cure the immigrants good places and good 
pay. Through your kindness, [ have se« 
cured a good place, at good wages, and a 
good homo to go to, On our arrival you 
zeecived ys with great kindness, and much 
credit is dus to you for the way you treated 
us. You had a good supper ready for us 
tie minuto we cfme to the depot, I ony 
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safely say you did all you could 40 mako us 
welcome and happy. We have not re- 
ceived auch kindness and treatment sinco 
wo left home as we have recoived in this 
dop6t. I find, for cleanliness and comfort, 
this placo beats all that I have been to yet. 
Tam requested to thanke you by nly follow 
immigrants for your never-titing kindness 
to thom since our arrival hae, Many of 
them could not writo to think you; others 
got employment so quick that they did nob 
have time to do so, I promised £ would do 
it for them, I shall forward a copy of this 
letter to Dover, Kent, England, to Colonel 
Couchman, R.A. } Major Dickson, M.D, for 
Dover; tho Earl of Gilford, Lady Oock- 
bourne, and Colonel Hendorson, Chief Com- 
missioner of Polico, London (whoso service 
I have just loft to como here) This is 
a fine country for a young man to come to, 
and a man with « family can do woll in this 
place, ‘hero is plenty of work, aud good 
ay for eight hours’ worl. I hnve mysclf 
ate a good home to como here, and 1 am 
fully paid for my trouble in coming out 
here, I should advise evory ono that wants 
to better his position in life to come horo, 
Tho above-named gentlemen will havo 
copy of this letter to got publishod in tho 
English papers. I promised to send them 
@ true account of the treatment received 
here: You may publish this, if you think 
fit—TI am, &e., 
Rrewarp Gorrie, 





An Immigrants Advice to her Sisters, 
24th January, 1874, 
Brine as fow things as you can, luggage 
being ono of tho most troublesoma things 
possible for single women, Enoch of you 
must havo one box that you can get at, 
oneo 4 month, during the voyage, Into it 
mt all your best things, Wach mnst also 
have a Inrge oarpot-bay with a good lock, 
Tn it put twelve shifts, to save washing, for 
if you hava to wash thom with salt wator it 
ipoils thom—old ones will do very woll ; 
also eight or ton pairs of stockings and two 
Alannel petticoats, besides the ono you have 
on, 80 that you may have onough to last 
through the voyage, Ilnvo also_a red 
flannel jackot to wear at night, and plonty 
of pins and needles with you, 08 woll as 
any work you could bring to do dating the 
voyage, Knitting or sowing, thread for 
tatting, or anything you can got, Tach 
musb Have hor own bag, which you sill bo 
allowed to keop in your berth, aud you will 
get to them when you like, Lot tho boxes 
e proporly addressed, and stitch an pd- 
dress on ench of the bags. You should 
lave a small box for thieo shilling tins 
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baking powdor, or you will hnvo nothing to 
eat bub ship biscuits, You got your flour 
weighed out to you, and you ean mix tho 
powdor in it and it will make vory good 
read, Dan't omit that, Carbonate of 
soda and tartare acid might do, bub not go 
well as tho baling powder, A. largo tin of 
piscnits would bo t Hood thing to bring, 
Some brandy and a little gingor wino is 
also good io have, The fomalo emigrants 
avo divided into mesyes of six or cight 
persons, and each mess hag a table. You 
must keop a goed loole-out for your own 
share, and Koop all your own things looked 
np. Bo frank, obliging, and kind to all, 
but mako a friend of no one, and keop your 
tongue still, for thore is always some soan~ 
dal and hothor going on ; so be advised, and 
keep by yourselves on tho voyage. I foryot 
to tell you to have a hat on whon you leave 
homo, not too good to wear on board ship, 
aud have some bits of stult in your carpet 
hag to trim it up aftor a while, as it will 
soon gob to look shabby, Also havo a dross 
in your bag to wear on Sunday, with collar 
and oufls, You must also have somo light 
print fracks to wear in tho tropics, You 
would need three, which you cam havo 
in your box, as you will got them out, thero 
being a goneval turn-out of boxes to let tho 
people et their light things for the hent, 
After thet comes the cold, for which you 
must have worsted cufls and a good warm 
jacket to wear all day, also a shawl ov 
clonk: to talo round you, for tho cold is 
severe, All your dirty vlothes you will get 
washed at tho immigration burracks whon, 
you land, Unve some little hits of things 
to pub round your neck. They holp to 
mako you look tidy, Above ail, do not 
anewor any letters that may bo written 
to you by any of the sailors ov passongors, 
for ns thoy are not nlowod to spent, thoy 
write, You know thoy dress and go to 
church on board just the samo a8 on Iand, 
Bo sure to have your Bible and bome of 
Spurgeon’s sormons handy to xead, Algo 
hayes coarse apron to put on when it 
is your turn to wash up tho dishos for your 
mess, 





From Chambers's Journal, Fob, 14th, 1874, 


Stnonspecifying some of thecirounstances 
which recommend New Zealand to thvour- 
able consideration, wo havo received freah 
information from a friend in the Colony, on 
which every reliance any he placed. In 
his lettor, dated from Wellington, 23d No- 
vembor, 1878, ho anys, * Wo nro now offer. 
ing froo passages to all who orn pass tho 
selection. Wo do nob want paupers or 
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infirm people ; but persons able and willing 
to worl, of all Icinds, ave in urgent demand, 
expecially good domestic servants, A ship, 
tho ‘ Helen Denny,’ came in lost weok from 
London, with 180 immigrants—a mere drop 
in the bucket. I went yesterday to Mount 
Cook barracks to see thom, Thoy were 
a vory tidy, respectable body. Some girls 
from London were among them. One, a 
smart little lassie, aged seventeen, had been 
in ‘service since she was eleven. In her 
last place she gob 38. per weeks, Tlete she 
was already engaged at 109. Tho cliniate 
seonied to strike them. One also remarked, 
‘How clean all the people aro!’ This does 
not strike us who aro used to it, butany one 
who knows the back slums of every big 
town in England and Scotland, must ob- 
serve a marked contrast in the appearance 
of the people in our colonial towns, All 
dreus well, and the women of the very 
humblost rank, I think, oxtravagantly go. 
But wages being good ond omployment 
abundant, aud no accumulation of a do- 
praved. idle class, aqualor and poverty are 
not to be seen, It is undoubte pleasing 
to seo tho tidy smartness of tho young 
women, married and single, People are 
hore more aimple in their habits than is tho 
cage at Melbourne, There the overplus of 
wealth, along with a degree of recklessness, 
have led to an artificial and bloated style of 
living, Carriages and luxurions houses are 
there the rago—a result being that many get 
into diffioulticy, Hore, things are taken 
more naturally, As regards Inmigration, 
T cncloso a summary of wages aftered to 
artizans and others, trom local paper.” 


‘Tho following Lettor, written by Mn, Jonn 
FPrasnr, of Christohweh, in the Province 
of Qanterbury, is copied from an Edinburgh 
paper, the Datly Review, of 11thDee, 1873, 


Sm,— The faoilitics at present afforded by 
the Government of New Zealand for the 
conveyance of immigrants to this Colony, 
and the kindness with which they are 
treated on their arrival, ought cortainly to 
bo taken advantage of by on immense 
number of the working classes of Gieab 
Britain. My best way to bring these 
advantages under your notice is by givin, 
a brief account of the manner in which 
those who came hore with mo three months 
ago ‘were trontod by the immigration 
authorities, both throughout tho voyage 
from Tingland and on our arrival here ; also 
by. beleily alluding to the prospscts and 
inducements held out in this Colony for 
inimigrants, and by comparing theso with 
what is to-be met with in the United States 
of Amori¢a or Canada. Ip oyder, thorefore, 


81 


to show my competency to judge of the 
contrast between thesé nations as fields for 
immigration, allow mo to inform you that I 
have been in almost every Stato in the 
American Union, algo in all the principal 
provinces and towns in Canada,and through- 
out several of the leading nations in the 
Continent of Europe, and that under oir- 
cumstances whereby I had every opportunity 
toseo and know the real state of matters 
there, and not what they are represented in 
omigiation pamphlets and othor accounts, 
written expressly for the sake of trade and 
not for the sake of tho poor emigrants, who, 
in many cases, only become victims to mis- 
leading advertisements, 

The ship chartered for our conveyance 
was one of the strongest and most seaworthy 
that could be found in England, being built 
of Indian teak in the days when stability 
was considered before speed, and material 
was thoroughly seasoned before it was put 
in use, Our voyage was somewhat longer 
than the average run, but the confidence we 
all had in tho old ghip’s stability, owing to 
her having survived the terrific storm we 
encountered in the Bay of Biscay on the 
2nd of February last, ag well as the excellent 
quality and sufficient quantity of provisions 
served to us throughout the voyage, would 
have prevented any comments upon that 
subject, were it not that wo, unfortunately, 
had simple fever on board. I am sony t 
cannot speak in the same terms of the 
bedding provided for those who camo oub 
on tho assisted passage schome, ‘I'he mat 
tiesses consisted of wool, hair, and a mixtine 
of rags or tailors’ parings, Now it is this 
Inst part of the mixture that I don’t approve 
of, as it has (at least) & tendenoy to canny 
disease on board, I rentembor seoing one 
of the pillows out open by the young men, 
and it contained the same mixture as the 
beds, with an addition of still more objeo- 
tionable ingredients, Theonly otherarrange- 
ment that I considered deficient was the 
want of ventilation by means of “ jalousbes” 
between the compartments between decks, 
especially between thoso that had only ove 
hatchway or inlet to thom; also, the want 
of private doors in bullchonds, to be used 
only by tle surgeon-superintendent on 
ordinary occasions, but in the event of any 
alarm or accident In one compartinent that 
the passengers could be removed without 
tho danger of going on deck, This last 
arrangoment would have saved a grenb 
exposure to dangor, and soveral injuries 
sustained by the passengers and crow whet 
our ship was disabled in the Bay of Biseay- 

After the usual inconvenienses of a long 
confinemont on board ship, we arrived at 
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the port of Lyttelton, Cantorbury, in the 
latter end of June (tho middle of wintor 
hore), and a8 we had fever on board wors 
very proporly and to our advantago ordered 
into quarantino, on Ripa Island, where we 
were received with great kindness hy the 
master and matron, Mz, and Mrs, Plumber. 
‘Wo spent the next ton days thers; every 
one leaning up and preparing his kit for 
colonial life, the mon working a few hours 
daily, making paths, &o, around tho build- 
ings, which were nob quito finished for our 
recoption, Tho mrangoments mado upon 
this little islund for the comfort of wnforlu- 
naté immigrants aro certainly very good, 
and the hospital wards and all the other 
arrangements for the comfort and separation 
of the sick aro upon the most modern and 

“approved principle, During our stay there 
we were applied with abundance of fresh 
provisions, and whatevor was required for 
the use and comfort of the sick was granted 
on demand. 

On tho 8th of July wowore taken on bonrd 
agsmall scrow stexmor and conveyed to Lyt- 
telton, whoro we ull oxpectod to bo thrown 
Upon our own resources ; but not so—n train 
was thoro in readiness to convey us to bar- 


yaoks, near Ohvistchuroh, whero all those who- 
, 4 porson, allow mo to inform him Uist nore 


had no friends to go to might romain, froo 
of oxponse, until they got employment, At 
tho same time, tho authorities advertised 
thab go many of difforont trades wero thoro 
myaiting employmont, and tho result was 
that nearly all of them wor engaged tho 
hexb morning ab tho following rales of 
pages :~Married couples, £60 por annum, 
and found; singlo men, farm labourers, 
£36 to £52 por annum, and found ; boys, 
£0 por annum; single womon, eres 
Sorvants, £20 to £30 ; and nurses £12 por 
annum, All those who had the good 
fortune to be tradesmen got from 10a, to 
12s,"por day of eight hours, that boing a 
day's work hore, In a fow days more wo 
word woattared all over the Province, tho 
Tmmigration OMcor forwarding thogo that 
Jad friends up tha country to their dosti- 
nation froo of expense, All thoso fnots will 
clearly show that itis not nocessary to have 
much money at the time of lading in this 
Provineo to insure suacess ; on tho contrary, 
thoss who have money will not accopt a 
rough-and-rendy job until their money is 
Spent, and necossity compals thom to do go 3 
whereas the man that had no monoy at the 
itime of landing took the first employment 
he got the change of, and by the timo tho 
other man commences work tho cards are 
changed, and the one who landed poor, and 
moy be ponniless, is better off than tho 
other Y always found this to ho the caso 
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in Amorien and Canada ag well as hore, Ib 
is now about throo months since we one 
horo, and during that timo I have frequontly 
come eros several of my fallow-passongers, 
both mon and women, nnd aftor an intor- 
ohange of the usual congratulations, “ Tow 
aro you gotting on, and what avo you 
doing ?” aro invariably the noxt quostions, 
and in avery conse the answer haa been 
“ Birst-rato.” I am happy to say diet I 
havo hitherto been able to return the samo 
answer, J will now givo tho price of pro- 
visiona, &o., that they may bo comprrod 
with tho above rates of wages Beal, 8d. 
to 4d, per Ib. ; mutton, 2d, to 8d, por Ib, ; 
4 Ib, loaf, 6d, 10 Gd; ton, sugar, ooffoo, 
butter, choose, ogga, &o., about tho samo 
price ag in tho old country, Ionso rents 
and conls aro half a3 muoh again, or 60 por 
cont, more than at homo; and clothing, 
boots, &o, about 15 to 20 per cont, moro 
than at homo, A. working man orn live in 
any of tho boarding-houses in Christchurch 
for 15s, to 168, por week, nnd hayo a vaviot! 

of butcher ment three times a day, Spink 
tuous liquora_cost Gd. a glass evorywhero 
here; but “God forbid” that any pergon 
will conro-hore with tho intention to drink 
his sitplus monoy, If thoro should be such 


is a woll-conducted Iunatio asylum hora 
and that ono for drunkards ig in course of 
srootion ; in oithor of whioh it is move than 
likely ho will end his days. “‘Lho Mystorios 
of Glasgow Whisky” would bo « joko to tho 
“ Mysloriey of Ohristohuroh Spiriliy” if thoy 
woro similarly dealt with and exposed in the 
public papors, ‘Cho class of people that is 
required horo ig the actual working lava, 
mon and women who aro noither afiaid nor 
ashamed to work, and nob vory patioulay 
what kind of work thoy turn their hands 
to, All such pooplo aro bound to bettor 
thoir condition hy coming hero, not only ax 
sorvents, working shorter hours aud battor 
fed and paid than at home, bub with the 
prospect of boing oithor landownors or buai- 
noss peoplo nftoy a tow yoms of toils what 
they could nover aspire to in the old ooun- 
try. It ig not tha man or woman who 
always enjoyed a Inxurioua life in v oom 
fortablo situation in the old country that 
reali/es most tha advantagos of coming to 
a country like this; but tho poor, hard- 
wrought man who could barely allord from 
his small onrnings © auffloioncy of the no 
cousaties of life to himself aud his family, 
I do not mean to say but tho frat man wil { 
mako more monoy hore than in tho old | 
country; bub thovo is a considerable diffor- H 
onco botween gratifying tho mind with 
& heavy purse, and satisfying tho crap 
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vings of a hungry appetite with a good 
dinner. 

T cannot say much from my own experi~ 
ence ubout the climate of this Province, 
owing to my not being hore a whole season ; 
but from what Thave seen and learned from 
the most reliable sources, I consider it 
thoroughly adapted to British constitutions, 
The past winter has been very mild ; there 
has beon' a grent deal of rain, but no snow 
upon the plains, Tho nights are, in pro~ 
portion, colder than the days, and the 
changes more sudden than at home, I can 
neither sey much upon the subject of land~ 
purchasing, only that I see from. tho daily 
newspapers so many hundreds of thousands 
of ncres being sold weedy, and the average 
price is about £2 per acre, The greater 
part of this Province is a vast plain, with~ 
out wood, so that the land can easily be 
ploughed and a crop got off the first season, 

have been informed that for about 12s, 
an fere if can be got ploughed ; so that for 
Jess than £3 por acre the land can be 
bought and put under crop, except the 
prico of seed. Cattle aro very cheap here. A 
Good four-year-old horse can be bought for 

y20, and. a rery ‘ood serviceable horse can 
be bought for half that sum, and even for 
less money, A. good milch cow can be 
bought for £4, 10s, to £6, 103, Articles of 
lugbandry and machinory are more expen- 
sive than at homo ; but from what I havo 
ascerlained from landowners here, it does 
not requivo such a largo sum as 4 stranger 
would be apt to think to start a man in a 
comfortable farm of his own, 

‘Ghristchurch, the capital of this Province, 
contains a population of about 10,000 souls, 
tho result of three-nnd-twenty years’ habite- 
tion ; also churches of different denomina- 
tions, banks, museum, zoological, garden, 
orphanage, lunatic asylum, and a prison; 
fvom all of which it must be admitted that 
this is v thriving Colony, 

I will now, for comparison, briofly relute 
on imnigrant’s treatment on arrival ab New 
York, Aftor the usual international pre- 
liminaries are gone through, the Custom 
officers coma on board aud commence to 
oxamino the luggage. Evory box and parcel 
is ransacked without morcy, and in some 
eases tho contents thrown upon deck with- 
out being at all particular what injuries 
thoy may sustain, Evory package is thon 
labelled with @ numbered brass ticket, a 
duplicate of which is given to the owner to 
redeem it at Castle Gardens, Immigrant 
andl lugguge avo then transferred to a steam- 
tug, or  bnrgd, to be conyeyed to tho Iand- 
eing-stage, After landing, the immigrants 
Ayyre to poss a gate in single file, and onter 


83 


their names, profession, and destination in 
@ book ; after which an official mounts a - 
rostrum and gives them a fey good instrue-, 
tions, such as “those that have friends up 
the country to go to them at once; those * 
who can go up country to look for work to 
do s0 without delay, as their stay in town 
willbe expensive, and their prospects to got 
cuployment not so good, &e., &o. 5” after 
this they are set at liberty to procure am- 
ployment as best they can, ‘There is an 
employment agency there, but whore several 
thousands are landed day after day, a very 
mall per-centage indeed find employment 
there, There is also a money exchange 
office, where the full value is always given 
without imposition. .As soon as a number 
of immigrants make their appearance out- 
side the building, they are accosted by a 
legion of “ land-sharke,” for whom no false 
hood is {eo great, and no scheme to extort 
money too This class of men, 6r 
rather “licensed imposters,” are to bo met 
with at all the landing-stages and principal 
railway-stations in America, There is atill, 
another oluss of imposters to be guarded 
aginst, and that is employment agents : 
they will tell the “ greenhorn ” thatso many 
situations of differont kinds at various 
salaries are at their disposal, and by paying 
a certain sum he can have one of them 
“through their influence,’ if ho is found 
suitable, Almost invariably the applicané 
is found © unsuitable,” and not only forfeits 
the agent’s commission, but turing the 
intorval—which, if it can possibly be ef- 
feeted, will be several days—ho is not only 
losing time, but incurring expense, Now, 
suppose that aman gets employmont there 
ata highor poy than in Great Britain, yas 
he has insurmountable difficulties to contond 
with, which, in my opinion, will moro than 
outweigh his advantages, There are the 
extremes of climate, In summer the heat 
is almost tropical, and in winter the cold is 
almost polar, Besides theso, a British sub- 
ject is nn alion there, and cannot bo ad- 
imitted into any Government employ until 
he takes the onths of affiliation, and dis. 
oleims any future allegiance to his mother 
country ; so that he has neither voice nor 
vote in the affairs of the county, town, or 
State, in which he resides. I admit that 
many thousands have bottered their circum- 
stances by emigrating from Great Britain to 
America, but I maintain that if these people 
had only used the same exertions in this 
province as they wero compelled to do 
there, they would have acquired much 
results with still greater onso, ‘Tho 
security of life and property is another 
groat consideration, and J must say thas 
ra 
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there oxo good laws and institutions in 
Amorica; but the law is nob enforced thero 
as strictly as i is hore, and that may nc- 
count, to a cortain oxtont, for the uncer 
tainty of life ond property, Thoro is still 
another reason for it as woll, and that is 
the great influx of ill-disposed people that 
rosoré to ib from all the nations of Jiurope 
and elsowhero every year, No sonsible 
person will for ono moment think that tho 
bea voyage noross tho Atlantic will change 
their habits, though it may euro thom of 
tho bilo, I must not leave you wndor tho 
impression that evory ono tho immigtant 
meets with in Amorica will attempt to take 
advantage of him. Tio will moat with 
people of tho moat noblo minds and purest 
motives there, who will not only give him 
food instruotion, but actually oxert them- 
selves to do him a good turn and procure 
employmont for him, ‘The United States of 
America ave, in my humble opinion, the 
most indopendent nation in the world, 
heoause thoy aro kelf-supporting ; but as a 
field for immigration, I cannot im any way 
compare their advantages with thoso of this 
Provinoo, whero no uncivil Custom officers 
yansaole your baggage on arrival; no land. 
sharka imposo upon and mislend you; no 
extremes of climate burdon your daily toil; 
whero employment is not only easy to be 
got, bus aotutally procured for immigrants 
(the demand boing always greater than tho 
supply); whero the laws are purely British, 
and strictly enforced by an oMloient polics 
force, rendering life and property as sufo as 
in any part of Groat Britain; and whore 
tho immigrant upon his arrival is entitled 
to all the privileges, and if competent, may 
ocoupy any position or office in the Pio- 
vinoo without the coremony of affilintion or 
disolaiming future fidelity to his motlor 
country. 

1 will now vory bttefly refér to Canada as 
afield for emigration, and I am sorry that 
my experignce thero will not onable. mo to 
advise any person who can livé comfortably 
in Grea Britain to go to that Dominion 
with n viow to hettor his condition, Not 
only has he the extremes of climate to 
cndure, which will proyont his working 
moro than oight or at tho most nino months 
in tho yoar, but the rate of wages is not 
much hotter than in tho old contry, A. 
Isbouring man who will gob a dollar (4s. 2d.) 
day in Canada will get 7s. to 8a. in this 
Proyings, £ have soon strohg able men 
working in different: onpacities, in Cannda 
for 75 centa (86, 1$4,) por day; and endur- 
dng the rays of a scorching sun to burden 
their toil, “I admit that thero is plenty of 
work for many thousands of immigrants in 
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the back woods of Canada, but T consider 
that tho immigrant’a grout object should 
be “wages under casy ciroumatances,” nob 
“Jubour under disadvantages,” wach as he 
will meet with in Canada, When I say that 
T have sean moro men looking for worl in 
Canada, and could not find any, than ever 
I saw in Great Britain, in proportion bo the 
population, it may bo thong hb thet Tam 
projudiced against Canada ; but 1 am not, 
and this is teat, From published statistics 
i will bo seon that so many thousands 
aro annually omigrating to British North 
America, bué T am propared to say that 
twelve months aflor landing one-third of 
tliom (nt least} aro only to bo found in the 
United States, whore they are much bottor 
paid. Provisions aro cheapor than in 
Britain, but ib mush bo remembered that 
along wintor is to bo provided for, whon 
no work can bo dono. ‘Wha grent induce- 
mont in Canada is the froa-homostoad prin- 
oiplo of aoquiring land ; but whet is ond 
to & poor immiguant, without mons to 
cultivate ib? Nor at tho presont rato of 
wages there can he have any great hoper of 
acquiring monns to keep himsolf respectable, 
Tho amount of money necessary to clear ono 
aera of Jand in Canada will bay and olear 
from threo to fivo acres in thiy Provinde, 
and that without any loss of time, Thore 
aro no provisions made by the Canadian 
Govornmont for tho muintonaneo of inmni- 
grants until thoy find omploymont; on tho 
contrary, they caution them Lo ho propavad 
with means for that purposo ; and I can only 
say that tho moro ho is propnred the bettor 
for himaolf, Canada is on extensive Do» 
minion, rich in timbor, agrioultiwe, ond 
minorals } but aso field for omigration it 
will only rank kecond to tho United States, 
which I have already olassod as gooond to 
this Colony, ‘Tho suma roligions privileges 
and rights of nationality aro onjoyed by 
British immigrants in Canada as they hava 
horo ; but the extremes of climate aro in- 
surmountable diffleultics to contend with, 
not only to the working man, bub to the 
farmers as woll, as thoy hive Lo atall-food 
thoir cattle thoro for about five months in 
each year ; whilo in this Provinco of Now 
Zenland thoy are noither housed nor fod 
but by what nature provides for their wants 
in tho fields, 

1 have not, as yet, beon to Australia; 
hut from the fact that a greab number of 
tho peoplo hove havo como from thoro, I 
convluda that this is at leash ag good a fleld 
for immigration, with a much more prefers 
able oliniate, 

Lhave now given. yon é brief summary of 
my observations and oxperlencs in those 
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parts of the world that ave the chief “fields 
lor emigation,” hoping that thoy may 
stimulate a desire in the hosoma of at least 
some of my friends and acquaintances, who 
have to work for their daily bread, to seek 
it where, by honest labour, it is to be found 
plenteously and with considerable case. Ib 
may be thought by some that Ihave judged 
rashly; and if such should be tho case, my 
roply ix, that it is while the scenes of poverty 
and diatrogs, that ae daily met with in the 
old cotntry, ave fresh in a poraon’s memory, 
that he can best geo the advantages of 
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riches and plenty such ag are overywhere to 
be mot with here. The subject is ono that 
would requira a volume to be written upon 
to do it justice; but I have neither timo 
nor desire to become a historian, I have 
here truly and conscientiously, and without 
soruple or prejudice against one place mora 
than another, given you tho substance of 
my experience in those parts of the world, 
and should any of my friends or others be | 
guided by it, and better their condition, I 
shall consider myself amply rewarded for 


my trouble. 
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Back, J. Churton, 0, L, Wiggens. 

Genzrax Post Orricn. 

Postmaster-Goneral— Hon, Julius Vogel, 
O.M.LG. 

Secretary—W. Gray 

Inspector—Thomas Rose 

Accountant, Money Orders and Savings 
Banks-—J, K, Warburton. 

Chief Clerk—J. W. Wilkin. 

Dead Letter Clerk—H, Morrow 

Clerks—G, M. Nation, I, Halliwell, W. 8. 
Rodger, W. Hickson. 

TaLegRAPA DEpaRTMenrt, 


General Manager—O. Lemon 

Accountant—Abraham Sheath 

Chief Clerk—A. T, Maginnity 

Electrician—W. H. Floyd 

Clerks—G. Gray, J. G, Corbett 

Cadots—S. Cimino, C, Storey, B.C. Corliss, 
W. Wardroy 

Mechanician—IL, F, Smith 

Storekecper—J. ‘I, Williamson. 

Costous Derarruenr. 
Commissioner—Hon, W. H, Roynoldg 
Begratary and Inspector of Customs—1W, 

ee 


Chief Olerk—W, France 
Olerks--H. W. Williams, G, W. Ewart. 
(Distillertes Branch.) 

Ohief Inspector—W, Seed 

Tnspector—W. Heaps 

Cadet—P, Brown, 

(Marine Branch.) 

Secretary—W. Seed. 

Marine Engineer—John Blackett, C., 

Inspector of Stenmors and Nautical Assessor 
—R, Johnson 

Inspector of Steamers and Engineer 
Surveyor—J, Nancarrow 

Examiner of Masters and Mates in Naviga- 
tion, &o.—R. A, Edwin, Com RN, 

Clerk—L, Wileon, 

Native anp Derence Orrtor. 

Native Minister—Hon. SirDonuld MoLean, 
K.O.M.G. 

Under Seoratary for Native Affairs—II, T. 
Glarke 

Assistant Native Secrotary—II, Halse 


* 
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Navive avy Dersnon Orrren—continued. 


Acting UnderSecratary for Defonce—Lieut.- 
Col, ‘W. Moule 

Ohief Clak—Z, W. Lewis 

Accountant—R. J, Gill 

Translator—T. I. Young 

Record Olerk—W. J. Morpeth 

Olorks—aA. Boughton, |, N. Russell, nw. 
Riemensohneicdor, I, Davies, R. 
Whitaker, W. C. Higgin : 

Commissioner of Native Roservyes—Major 
Charles Tenphy, V.0. 


Militia and Volunteer Branch, 
Clerk—I', Stevons, 


Land Purchase Branch. 


Liout.~Colonel J. H, II, St, John 
Clerk—P, Sheridan, 


Waka Maori, 
Rditor—J, Grindell. 


Stonzvary ror Crown Lanps 
Deranrment, 

Secretary for Crown Londs (vlso Land 
Claims Commissioner)— 

Undor Seorotany—O. ¥, anghton 

Ohiof Olork—H. J, Mastors 

Qlerka—O, Wakefield, IL, B, Leadam, 1, 
Samuel 


» Draughtsman and Assistant Inspeotor of 


Sruvoys—-J. W. A. Marchant 
Assistant Draughtsmon and Clerk to Land 
Claims Commissioner—G, Fannin, 


LAND ‘Transver Orvion, Ounis'rouuromn, 
Rogistvar-Genoral of Tand and Deeds—J. 
» Williams, 
Rearsrran-Carmears Orvten, 
Rogistvar-Goneral of Biruly, Deatha, and 
Matriages—-W, RT, Brown 
Clerks—W, Teague, 1. J, Von Dadolszen. 
4 Groroaroan Derarrasuy, 
Manager of Geological Survoy and Curator 
of Qolonial Musoum—J. [ector, M.D., 
BRS. 
Assistant Geologist— 
Olerk—R, B, Gore 
Droughtsman, &c.—John Buchanan 
Analyst~Wm, Skoy 
Mossonger—John Smith, 


Prinzina Orton, 
Government Printor—G, Didsbury. 


Twarxoron ov Stones Doran 
Tne ator of Stores —~Lient-Oolonol i, 
orton 
Ohiof Olork—O, A, Humfroy 
Clerks—-John Curry, Sydney Dando, 
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Iaatraration Drrarrrey, 

Ministor for Dmmigration~~[lon, A. A, 
Atkingon 

Under Seervotary—-C, E, Haughton 

Ohiof Olork— 

Accountant- «7. TH Ballard 

Olerks-- & O. Gibbes, 2. Lyneh, Gh 
Waitt. 
Iminigration Officers, also Emigration 

Oficurs under Passengers Act. 

Auckland-—Dr, Pollon 

Tnmigiation Oftcor—IL, His 

Thamos—D. G, MeDonnell 

'Pavannki-—W,. R, Hulke 

Wollington— I, J, TL. liott 

Wanganui and Rangilikei--A, BP. Tale 
combo 

Napier—G, 1, Fannin 

Marlboroug h—Joln Barloyman 

Nelson—O, Htiot 

Groymowth—J. 8. Wylde 

Tokitika—J*, A, Tenrtionth 

Christehurch--J. 1, Mavoh 

Timaru— fF, Le Oren 

Oamora— 

Dunedin—Colin Allon 

Riverton—!, Daniell 

Invoreargill—-W. 1, Pearson, 
Goverment AnNULTIES Depanpunn. 

Commissioner -W. Gisborne 

Accountant U, G, Knight 

lors — RU, 1, Vinoont, ‘I J, Boyes, and 
W. W. Knowles 

Cadots— J, 1. Doan, J If Richardson, and 
8. W. D. Levine 

‘Pravolling Agonts- 'P. I MoDonowsh, F. 
H, Wright, LL, Olapoott, ond W. J. 
Moonoy, 





DDPARTMUNTS OF M1 GHNUNAT, QGOVERN« 
MUNDT IN WIR PROVINUKS, 


JupietaL, 
Supreme Court Judges, 
Ohief Tustico— 
Auokland-—Sir G. A. Aioy. 
Puisno Judges— 
Wollington—A, J. Johnston 
Nelsou and Wostlhand—O. W. Richmond 
Cunterbury—IT. B. Grosson 
Ologo—IL S. Chapman, | 





District Court Judges— 

Auckland and Grahamstown —~ ‘L, 
Beckham 

Now Plymouth—IL E, Kenny 

Napier, Waipawa, aud Gishorne—~I, 8, 

eston 

Westport, Reefton, Charlogton, Ahaura, 

Ho ‘bila, Groymouth—G, W, Harvey 
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District Court Judges—continued, 


Timaru, Onmaru, Tokomnirire, and Inver- 
eargill—O. D, R. Ward 
Otago Gold Ficlds—W. Gray, 
Registrars of the Supreme Cowt— 
Augklend—L, O'Brien 
New Pymouth—I, E. Kenny 
Napier—D, Guy 
Wellington—A. 8. Allen 
Nolson—I, W. Bunny 
Blonheim—J, Barloyman 
Christehurch—— 8. S, Walleocks 
Dunedin—£, if, Ward 
Tnyoroargill—W, Stuart. 
Resident Magistrates— 
Auckland—T, Beckham 
Onehunga, Papakura, and Wainku —R. 
O, Baratow 
Wangarci-—H, R. Aubroy 
Hokianga—8, W. Von Sturmer 
Waimate and Russell—E, Williams 
Kaipara—J. Rogan 
Waikato—W,. N. Scaranoko 
Raglan—W. Harsant 
Tauranga—J. M, Roberts 
Coromandel—J. Keddell 
Shortland—W, Teaser 
Maketu—B, Ti, Wamlin 
Opotiki—tI. W, Brabant 
Povorty Bay-——S. Locko, W. K. Nesbitt, 
and J, IL. Onmpbell, 
Naupo—S, Looke and D, Scannell 
Now Plymouth—I1, @, Konny 
Wollinglon—J. U0. Crawford 
‘Wanganui--d. T. Mdwards 
Paton—IC, I’, Curner 
‘Uppor Wanganti—Jt, W, Woon 
Marton, &o.—-W. J, Willis 
Wairarapa—IL 8, Wardell 
Napior—~II, B. Soaly 
Wairoa—I', 7, Ormond 
Nolson—L, Broad 
Collingwood", Guiness 
Weastport—J, Giles 
Reeftor—O, Broad 
Cohden~—-O, Whitofoord 
Blenhoin—8. DL, Muller 
Picton—~J, Allon 
Havelook—W, Whitehorn 
Ohristehurch—O, 0. Bowen 
Lyttelton —W, Donald 
Kaiapoi—G, L. Mollish 
Akaroa—Justin Aylmer 
Simara—B, Woolloombe 
Hokitika—G. G FitzGerald 
Groymouth--W, H, Rovell 
Okavito—M, Prico 





Dunedin—J. Bathgate and 1. N. Watt - 


Port Ohalmow—aA. RB. O, Strode 
* Oamaw—T, W. Parker 
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Resident Magistrates—continued. 


Tawksbury—J, W. Murdoch 
Tokomairiro—J. P, Maitland 
Lawrenee—&, H. Carew 
Arrowtown—H, A, Stratford 
Swilzers—J. N. Wood 
Queenstown—R. Beetham 
Clyde-—W. L, Simpson 
Naseby—-H, W. Robinson 
Invercargill and Riverton — H, MgCul- 
loch 
Orepuki—H, Rogers 
Chatham Islands—S, Deighton 
Stowart’s Islund—J, B. Groig, 
Sherig’s— > 
Auckland—H. C. Balneavis 
Taranaki— 
Hawke's Bay—J, T. Tylee 
Wellington—J. 0, Crawford 
Wairarapp—H, 8, Wardell 
Wanganui—J. 'T. Edwards 
Nelson—L, Broad 
Marlborongh—S, L, Muller 
Cantorbury—A. Back 
Westland—G. G, FitzGerald 
Otago—I. N, Watt 
Southland—H. MeCulloch, 
Crown Solicitors— 
Auckland—F, M. P. Brookfield 
Taranaki—A, Stondish 
Hawke's Bay—J. N, Wilson 
Wollington—O, B, Izard 
Wanganui— 0. B, Borlaso 
Nelson—H, Adams 
Canterbury—-T, $, Duncan 
Westland—s, M, South 
Otago—B, CU. Hagyitt 
Southland—T. M, Macdonald, 


Crown Prosecutors— 
Westland—s, M. South 
Westland North—J, B, Visher 
Timarn~J, W. White 
Oamaru—T. W. Hisloy 
Tokomniriro—W. ‘Taylor. 


Derury Comaisstoxmrs of STanps. 


Auekland—T, Kissin, 
Taranaki—A, §. Douglas 
Napior—Hanson Turton 
Nelson—E, W. Bunny 
Marlborough—J. D. Bamford 
Canterbury—T. W, Mande 
Westland— J. M. Batham 
Dunedin—E, ff. Ward 
Southiand—W. Russoll, 


Customs. 


Scoretary and Inspector— 
‘Wm. Seed. 
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Collectors of Oustoms— 
Auckland—T. Till 
Thomes-—H. I, Audrews 
Wangarei—R, IL. Anbroy 
Tauranga—D, MoKellar 
Poverty Bay~—G. F, Marvis 
Now Plymotth—2, Chilman 
‘Wollington—I. 8, MoKellar 
‘Wanganui—J, G, Woon 
Napier—J. M. Tabutean 
Nelson—D. Jolmston 
‘Westport—(Vacant) 
Greymouth—D, Lundon 
Pioton—J, Allon 
Lyttelton and Qhristchurch—W, Mills 

okitika—L. Patton 
Dunedin—J. Lackworth 
Tnyareargil and Bluff! Harbow—aA, J. 
les, 


Sub-Collectors of Customa and Officers in 
Charge of Ports, 


Mongonui—l, W, Patioson (necting) 
Onehunga~-I, N, Browor 
Tokiange—B. Von Sturmer, officer in 
charge 
i avelonke—W. » Whitehorn 
Kaikoura—J, Goodall 
Russoll—Li, B, Laing a 
Weairau—J, Barleyman ” 
Okurito—R. J. La Nanzo, Sub-Collector 
Akoron—RB, A, Buchanan, officor in 
charge 
Timaru—O, Ti, Cooper, Sub-Colleator 
Onmarn—2, W, Parker , 
Rivorton—B. Bailoy, officer in chargo 
Ohatham Islands—S. Doighton, Sub- 
Collector 
Stewnrt's Ialand--J. B, Groig, Const- 
waiter. 
Tinap Posrtasrans, 


Aucklond—S, B, Biss 
Thames—B, Coole 
aranaki—l. Von Rottor 
Hawke's Bay—John Grubb 
Wellington—E, D. Butts 
Marlborongh—J, I, Winstanioy 
- Nolson—Sydnoy J. Dick 
Canterbury-—J, J. PilzGibbon 
Otago—Arohibald Bary 
Southland—R, Kayo 
Tfokitikn—R, Kirton 
Groymouth—J. I, MoBeth 


CoaanestoNnns o# Crown Lanns, 
Auockland—D, A, Tole 
Yaranakl—O. D. Whitcombe 


Wellington—J. O. Tloldswouth 
Howke’s Bay—It, B. Sealy 
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Nelson—IZ. O. Danioll 
Marlborough--O, Goultor 
Cantorbury--W. G, Britian 
Otago—J, '2, ‘Mhomson 
Southlimd—W. IL, Penson 
Weatland—G. G. Titazendd, 


Anmnn ConsvavuLany 


Commissioner— 
William Moule, 
Ohief Clerk and Accountant— 
James , Tox. 
Clerh— 
James J, Stovenson, 
Storekeeper-— 
Samuel G, Anderson. 
Inspectors, 1et Class— 
‘William 0, Lyon 
Join II, U1, St. John 
John M, Roberts 
Arthur Tuko 
Thomas Brohun 
David Scannell 
Tonry F, ‘Tuner, 
Inapeotore, Ind Oluss— 
John B, Thomson, 


Sub-Inspeetors, 18t Class~ 
Willian Oluo 
William A. Richardson 
Vorator Y, Goring 
Vrederls G, Rowan 
‘Walter Ii, Gudgeon 
‘William J, Gundry 
Frederick J. W. Gascoigno 
Bydnoy A, B, Capel 
Thonns Withors 
William TL, Northoroft 
ILenry 0, Morrison 
Arthur A. Crapy 
Thomas N. Ji. Konny 
Robert Bullen 
John RB, Watts, 

Sub-Inspectors, 2nd Class— 
Arthur 8, 3B. Forster 
Frederick O. Sinith 
Charles W. Forvis 
Stowart Nowall 
Alexander LH. MoIican 
John ‘I, Marshall 
Thomas Hackett, 


Instructor of Mausketry— : 
William @, Stack, 
» Stergeons— 


Jolin Carey. 
Patrick J. O'Carroll. 


OFFICIAL DIRECTORY, 


Anmep Constanunary—continued, 
Assistant-Surgeons— 


Frederick W. Aumitago 
Wiliam 1. Jackson 
Samucl Walker. 


PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS, 
Auckland, 


Superintendent — His Honor John William- 
gon, M.AILR, 

Executive Conncil—Provincial Secretary, 
John Sheehan, M.H.R. ; Provincial So- 
Holtor, A, Beveridge ; Provincial Trea- 
surer, G, M, Reid; without office, P, 
Dignen, 

Taranaki. 

Superintendent — His Ionor_ Frederick 

lonzo Cwrington, M.H.R, (without 
Executive), 


THeawke’s Bay. 


Suporintendont--Tis Honor John Davies 
rmond, M.ILR, (without Executive), 


Wellington. 

Superintendent—ILis Honor William Fitz- 
horbert, O.M.G., MILT, 

Exeontive Council—-Provinoial Secretary 
and Treasurer, Tenry Bunny, M.ILR. ; 
without office, George Hunter, MILR., 
W, IL, Wate, 
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+ Provinoiat Govennatents—continued, 
! Nelson. 
Superintendent —His Honor Oswald Curtis, 
MER, 


Executive Council—Provineial Seoretary, 


Alfred Greenfield ; Provincial Treasurer, 
Joseph Shephard; Provincial Solicitor, 
Albert Pitt, 


Westland. 
Superintendent—-His Honor James Atex- 
ander Bonar, M.L.0. (without Executive). 


Marlborough. 

Superintendent—His Honor Arthur Pen- 
ross Seymour, M.H.R. (without Tae 
cutive). 

Canterbury. . 

Superintondent—His Honor William Rolle- 
ston, M.ELR, 

Executive Council—President, William 
Montgomery ; Provincial Secretary, Ed- 
ward Jollie ; Seoretary for Public Works, 
{. W. Maude; Provincial Solicitor, 1. 
E, Joynt, 

Otago, 

Superintendent—His Honor James Mac- 
andrew, MILB. 

Executive Council—Provincial Secretary, 
Donald Reid; Provincial Treasurer, 
Georgo Turnbull; Provincial Solicitor, 
R. Stout; without office, Dr, Webster, 
Mr, Lumsden, 
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VUE PROVINCHS. 


Oraco, Worinawaroy, 
Canr.anuny, Mey? 
Hawks U vy, 
Soo Isnany a. 4 Wisrtann. Nowra Tetany sens anarcy, 
ry Maurnorovalt, AUUKLAND, 
Noxsow, : 





THE PROVINCE OF OTAGO. 


eines 7 and flax, without a rool to cover or protact 
Bante History ov rie Provixcr, them or a known free to welcome them, 
re ortion of tho Middle Island of Now und the dread uncortainty as to how or 
A Zealand known asthoProvinco of Otago, where provisions could he obtained uni thoy 
was, provions to tho avrival of tho first could grow thoivown, thotimo of thoir arrival 
immigrnts, occupied by a fow while mon being near tho beginning of winter, must 
engaged in pastoral or whaling pursuits, all have tonded to dump their enthisinsm, 
and by © small number of Natives, In Now-n-days, stich doubls or discomforls 
1840, a missionary from Syduoy was located cannot exist, Accurate charts and splon- 
at Waikouaiti, whoo a small settleomont did lighthouses along tho const command 
hed been established, and his chargo ox- the mavinor’s confidence ; and on arrival ab 
tended to the south of the Olutha, x fow tho Toads, « poworful steamor is ready to 
individuals boing sparsoly soltled there, Low the immigrant ship up tho lurbon, 
Otngo was originnted ase spovial settle. both sides of which avo now, to the hill 
mont, and a block of 400,000 actos having topy, studded with snug homes and hex 
been pureliased from the Now Zealand wiant clearings, On tho ship bathing nt 
Company, tho carrying out of the expori- Port Ohnlmers ortho Blut, tho train onies 
menb was entensted to a committes of Uo prssongors oither to Danadin or Inver. 
Jaymen bolonging to or symputhizing wibh ¢argill, hoth handsome sitios, roplete with 
the Wreo Church of Scotland. ‘The Associa- comfort, where anxiously-expeotant friends, 
tion, as tho schomo waa nanied, deypatchod acquaintances, or employers anxious to 
theships “Philip Laing” and “ John Wiel employ labour, aud to whom tho news of 
Ji? with tho first omigrants from Britain ; the ervival of the ship has boon flashed hy 
‘both vessels arriving aafely in March, 1848, tho telegraph, are. waiting to reeoive the 
Ab that carly poriod, the navigation of tho strngors either with a hearty friendahip’s 
south portion of tho Colony was considered welcome or a profitable business ongage- 
dangerous, as thoroughly reliable charts did ment, 
not exist, and the coust was known only lo ‘Lho pioneers of tho sobtloment wore nei- 
tho faw whalers on tho station, ‘Tho pro- “ther daunted nor discouraged by their dim. 
spacts were not very cheoring to those har- cultics. Brucing themsolvos to auffor hard. 
bingors of tho present community, and ships, to onduro fatigues, to do thoir duty, 
doubtless tho hearts of many of thom failed thoy did it nobly and well, a frob alleated 
them, while sailmg up the harbour, on soc- by the solid fonndation on which tho inatt- 
ing on both sides an hills densely wooded tutions of tho Province rest, the charactor 
to their summits, without & patch of opon tho -sottlad have gained, and the success 
land excopt the barren sands at tho Maori which has attended thoir offorts, 
aeltlemont, ‘Tho discomfort of boing con- ‘Tho preliminary labour of cleaving tho 
‘veyed in open bonis, slong with thor house. lend ond building houwses—somo of them as 
hold offeats, from Por) Chalmers, and primitive as wnakilled hends could mele 
landed on tho shores of tho town of Du- thom-—being so fiw effootod, moral and 
nodin, its surface an entanglement of serul intulloctual reyuivoments were ai once al 


THE PROVINOE OF OTAGO, 


tonded to, On tho fist day of Soptember, 
1848, tho first public building, to be used 
as a church and school, was opened, tho 
avorige attendance of scholars being forty, 
ulthough on some days it reached sevonty, 
‘This was under tho auspices of the Associn- 
tion and connected with the Free Ohmch. 
A few months Inter, the first newspaper, 
tha Otago News, was published, and in 
May, 1849, a public Tibrary was opened, 
Following in close succession, building so- 
cloties were started, and o Mechanics Insti- 
tuto, which has now grown into the flourish- 
ing and highly-valued Athongeum, with its 
library, vending, and class rooms, 

At the close of the first year of the sottle- 
ment, the population consisted of — 


Males, Females, Totsl, 


Lown of Dunctin .. 210 204 4d 
» Port Chalmers 28 10 38 
County, un me: 168 105 263 
Total, sw 420 17H 

Tho Customs Royonte waa . £1,255. 69, 24 
Lixpondituro., on. oe ve 058. Bs, 7d, 


Notwithstanding the visible signa of ma- 
terial progress, and the means for mental 


improvement which were provided;etémants’ 


of discord. oxisted iu the young gblumunity ; 
and, judging from thonewspapekaand other 
documents, the strife was a hard and bitter 
ond, tho questions in disputo being,— 

u ‘Was tha sottlomont to continue a class 
ono 

2, Woro the soil and climate suited for 
agriculture ? 

Tho utter impracticability of tho first 
was shown o1¢ it was fairly put in opera- 
tion, a fu months bringing it 10 a suddon 
termination, , 

Tho News took a atrong position with 
refa.cnce to the socond question, maintain- 
ing that Otago was not suited tor the 
growth of coreals--and certainly there was 
a show of reason for this view, as little was 
done to test tho soil, settlers finding it 
aasiet to make a living by stook-raising 
than by ctltivating—and several offorts 
were mado to form a company to import 
flow, But «a dedided answer hag been 
given in tho affirmative, by the faot that to 
the vory places from which it was intended 
Yo daw the supplies of breadstuffs for 
Otago, sho now sonds ont of hor abundance, 
Tho last ship which sailed to Sydney tool 
a large quantity of flour and oatmeal, tho 
produco and manufacture of the Province. 

The sottloment continued slowly bub 
stoadily to ndvance, receiving additions to 
its population both trom the home country 
and tho neighbouring colonics, A writer 
of the timo says, “The impression became 
prevalont in Australis, that Otago will 


bho time as 
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become not only the greatest cattle district 
of New Zealand, but of the Pacifio gene- 
ially.” Upon the retirement of tho Now 
Zealond Company, in 1880, and the grant 
ing ot a constitution to the colony, Otago 
was crectod into x Province, and its original 
houndaries were so extended as to incinds 
all the country south of the Waitaki, 

The meeting of the first Provincial Coun- 
cil on 20th December, 1853, marks the firsé 
epoch in the history of Otago. Prior to 
this date, there was no responsibility for 
the conduct of public affairs, Now, thero 
was a responsible ‘body possessing ¢on- 
siderable powers, and a Pirgely-cxtendad 
estate to administor. In his opening ad- 
dress, the superintendent said, “A return 
mail fiom the seat of government (Auck- 
land) ig just in tho same category aa a 
return from England, business in the mean- 
while being in a state of aboyance and 
confusion, Meanwhila, it is ow duty 10 do 
all that woe can for the public good” Tow 
was this done? Assembled in a small, 
unpretending wooden building, described at 

“one of the most clegant build. 
‘ings in Dunedin, capable of containing from 
80 to- 100 people,” and “an erection the 
like of which no othor settloment in New 
Zealand could boast,” the Council at once 
commenced business and proceeded to seb 
their house in order. ‘tho monetary con- 
dition was “Treasury grant closed, land 
fund reduced. to nil, and tho Province left 
with two-thirds of the genoral revenue 
(£1,480) to do all for themselves and as 
they best can.” What they had to do was, 
provide for oxpenso of government, form 
roads ond built bridges, athach immi- 
gration, attend to education, and open up 
communication with othor Provinces and 
the outer world, Qo accomplish all these 
objects with an income of £2,000 a year 
must hove been a pleasing tusk! Yot @ 
determined start was made, and tho Pro- 
vines bean, and still continues, its onwmd 
marek, 

The governing machinery was at first 
noithoy oxtenaive nor expensivo ; ibhas now 
asaumod considerable proportions, 

‘Tho principle of subsidizing local efforts 
for the construction of roads and bridges - 
was adopted at the first meeting of the 
Council, ‘Thora is scarcely o district whieh 
is not intorsected and opened wp by local 
roads, and the main roads formod and kept 
up by the Government render it safe and 
pleasant to travel in all directions, Some 
of tho bridges by which the uvers me 
spanned combine great strength with ale 
gant design. ‘Lhe only yrossible means of 
travelling ox bringing goods to market in 
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early days was by bullock-sle accom 
plishing’ from ton to fiftcon miles a day! 
wheeled vehicles could not got along, So 
well, howovor, was tho forming of roads 
wished on, that a aiage conch began, in 
858, to run bolween Dunedin and Loko- 
mairiro, & distance of thirty-six miles ; and 
ina few years later the samo moda of con- 
yoyanco was established to all parts of tho 
Province, 7 

Immigration reeotved the immediate and 
careful consideration of the Council, An 
ordinance was passed, appointing agencies 
in Edinburgh and London, to procure omi- 
grants and arrango for their passages, Tho 
Hdinburgh agoncy still exists, and hns 
peen tho means of sonding a large number 
of tho inhabitants to thisland, In addition 
to tho permanent agencies, special_ngents 
were despatched to Australia and Britain, 
to put the attractions of the place before 
parties intending to emigrate, and tho result 
was a large influx of suitablo and much- 
neoded population, A contract was nlso 
entered into with Mossrs, P, Menderson 
and Co,, of Glasgow, to establish a rogular 
lino of ships direct from tho Clydo, which 
restltcd ina coniplete success, and presonts 
® picture of fortunate navigation having 
fow pavallols, During the sevonteon yours 
thia contract has beon in operation, about 
260 ships have beon sent from homo carry- 
ing emigrants, and havo loaded for home 
with cargo, every vessel arriving anfoly ab 
hor destination, OF all the passenger floct 
wading botwoon Groat Britain and Otago 
sindo its sottlomont, only two havo nob been 
accounted for, 

Tntercolonial and provincial steam navi- 
gation soon presrod itself on tho attention 
of tho Council, as the produce for export 
and the requiromonts for import were be- 
coming extensive ; accordingly, a bonus for 
a steamer was offorod, and tho “ Queen,” 
a locally-owned veasol, which had beon 
plying for a short time, wai specially on- 
paged to make tlio trip monthly between 

Lolbourne and Port Ohalmers, Additional 
steamers wore soon obtained, and rogular 
communication established. Tho produce 
of wool and grain inoroascd so rapidly that 
vessels woro laid on the borth to lond for 
Tondon direst with wool, and for Mel- 
bourne with grain and other products, 

The price of money was a serious draw- 
bnele to tho progress of the Provinca, in- 
tordst as high as 20 per cent. being vequired 
on lonns where amplo security for the prin- 
cipal was givon, Monetary trangnotions 
wore conduetod through the storokeopora— 
not oe wery convonient mothod—until a 
branch of the Union Bank was oponed in 
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1858, Now thero ara five differont hanks, 
having brauches in all tho contros of popu 
lation, and money ia 80 plentiful ug to bo 
obtained on good geourity at six por cont, 

While carefully advancing in matorial 
prosperity, equal attention was paid to 
education and roligious requiromonls, As 
tho settlers spread themaelyes over tho 
country, thoso in chargo of coolesinstical 
affvirs provided additional churches, and 
brought out ministers to suporintond thom, 
Tho Council was also forward in makin, 
provision for tha tenching of tho young, and 
tho education system of Otago, which has 
succeeded so wall and beon so deservedly 
praised, was initialed in tho fival sossion of 
that body, 

The advantage of opening up the southern 

orlion of the Province, in which there wero 
argo tracts of splondid land both clear and 
timbered, was curly recognized, and_ sites 
for tho towns of Campbolltown and Invor- 
cargill being fixed, tho country was du 
veyed, and very soon & Iargo number of 
sections were bought and sottlers Joonted 
thereon. Complaints wore mado by tho 
inhabitants that this oullying dtstrlot was 
not receiving its duo share of attention 
from tho authorities ; and a momoriul was, 
in terms of “Tho Now Provinces Aot, 
1868,” presented io tho Colonial Govorn- 
mont, requosting that tho district might be 
detached from Otago and ereated into a 
new Provinces, ‘This was granted, and in 
1861 tho Provinco of Southland was oreatod, 
with an area of 2,300,000 acres, Tinbavragg 
monts, howovor, so ncoumulated on tho 
little Province, that in 1870 it waa found 
advisable to reunite ib lo Otago, whinh was 
done, and it now partakes of the gonorm 
prospority, 

Tho Ureovery of tho gold felda in 1861 
may be considered the noxt opooh in this 
history. Rumours of tho oxistonce of gold 
had before this dato beon freely cironlatad ; 
nb until tho diacovory, by Gabriel Rend, 
of the gully which bears his namo, no pay~ 
ablo workings hud been oponed up, ‘the 
extraordinary richness of this gold field, ta- 
fothor with the caso with which tho gold 
was obtnined, at first hardly obtained bollol; 
but ag spovimens of the precious motal 
arrived in town day alter dey by trust- 
worthy messongera, who were in hot haste 
to got baok again, tho fevor hooame goneral, 
and every man, tradesman and storokoepor, 
left his a ee and was “off to the 
diggings.” ‘Tho report of this yoally rich 
gold field goon reached tho adjacant Pro- 
vineos and Colonies, aud a gvont “rnah” 
‘Wea tho consequence-—thousands arriving 
ing asivglo day. For a timo, othor occupae 
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tions svere forgotten ; but the excitement 
gradually eubsided ; the lucky digger hav- 
ing & good many pounds to his credit, and 
high prices ruling for overy article that 
could bo raised, ‘soon induced many to 
return to their legitimate industries, and 
leave the more precarious trade of gold- 
finding to mon who followed it as thoir 
profession, The discovery of the Tuapeka 
gold flcld was followed, in 1862, by tho 
Dunatan, the Lalos, Nokomai, and several 
othors, which havo proved to be very 
valuable, and afford employment to 2 large 
number of men. Tho portion of the Pro- 
vineo in which the gold fields are situate 
had hitherto been an almost unknown 
country, and to the energy and enterprise 
of tho gold-scekor tho oredit is due of open- 
ing it up much soonor than it would other- 


95 


wise haya heen, ‘Tho risk theso hardy men 
undertook deserved reward, as the result of 
their efforts has been of incalculable advan- 
tage to Otago, The quantity of gold ex- 
ported from the Province up to March 3], 
1874, was 3,267,864 oz. and its value, 
£12,762,802, 

A short summary of the social condition 
of the Province will form an appropriate 
finish to this chapter. Talking the labour 
and. cost of living quetuons first, itis found 
that from the earliest days of the scttle- 
ment the working men insisted on the eight 
hours’ system, carried their point, end have 
been able to maintain it up to the present 
time. When oxtra hours are worked, extra 
pay must follow, The subjoined table will 
show the comparative rates of pay and 
prices of provisions :—~ 


























1850. 1860. 1873, 

Beof, por tb. a eal 64d, to 7d. ‘7d, to 9a, 44d, to 7a. 
Bread, por 44 1b, loat a Od. Is, ‘ 84d, to 6d, 
Buttor, por Ib, cue ae eet 18. 90, to 28, | Ls, 10d. to 2, 2d, 8d.to Ls. 
Candles, yy se eee eee 8d, 1s. to 1s. 2d, &d. to 84d, 
Ohooso, 5, ue ue ee anf Le, to 1s, 6d, Ia, 44, 4d. to 1s, 
Coffoo, yy uve ee eevee 18, 48, to Le, 6d, Is, 9d, 1s. 8d. to 1s, 9d. 
Uggs, por dozon 4, ve ae of Le, Gd, to 2a, 2s. 1s. 2d, to 1a. 3d, 
Plour, por 100 lb, ee oe] 188, to 178, 25s, to 28s. 128, to 14s, 
Wrawood, por cord. ae ef 148, to 188, 26s, 18s. 
Mill, pow qnarb iy ase cee ee 4d. 7a, 6d. 
Mutton, por tb. ve en 64, to 7a. ‘7d. to Bd. 8d. to Bd, 
Pork, Moe oe on Gd, to 8a, Gd, to 84. 4d, to 64, 
Potntoog, por ton a as 140s, 120s. 80s, 
Hagar, por lh, ae ve oes 4d, to 6d. 6d, 4d. to Gd, 
‘Nou, n ve ur ne ae] 28, to 28, Od, $s. to 8a, 6d, 2s. 9d. to 3s, 8d, 
Mmbor, por 100 foobe ue sf 168, 10 203, 20s, A6s, to 20g, 
Wagos— 

Moohnanios, por day Ba. to 7s. 9s, to 10s, 12s, to 15s, 

Labourers, ” 83. to 4s, 6s. to 7a, 8s. to 108, 








Dwolling-houses wero always scarce and 
commanded high rents, To overcome this 
difioully, and enablo every men to become 
Nis own fondlord, tho first building socicty 
waa started oatly in 1850, and has fulfilled 
in every respect tho oxpectations of its 
promoters, and done an immenso amount 
of good. ‘Those societies have continued to 
onutiply aud increase, 

To make life ag pleasant as possible in 
tho smull community, holidays wore kept ; 
glubs to promoto honge-racing, cricket, and 
othor healthful games wero formed ; many 
enjoyable cvenings wore apent at balls and 
muslo parties ; and lectures were regularly 
delivorad by the: leading men, in addition 
to tho advantages of a public library and 
Moohanios’ Instituto, 


A gaol was one of the institutions the 
early aettlers found provided for them on 
their arrival, although its utility was very 
doubtful for a specially-selectad community: 
and in 1850, a Judge of the Supreme Court 
for Otago was appointed of a salary of 
£800 a yenr, Almost all the prisoners con- 
fined in the gaol up till the period of the 
gold discovery, were either runaway sailors 
or committed for trivial offences ; and the 
honest old gaoler had the duties of a father 
to perform, rather than those of an officer 
of justice, Even since the golden era, crimes 
of great enormity have been extremely few, 
considering the promiccacut character of 
the new artivals, No doubt, daring offences 
swere perpetrated, but the number was com- 
paratively small, Tho natural features of 
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tho county did undoubtedly contribute to 
this result, as tho possibility of concealment 
or escapo was & slender ono ; but tho prin- 
cipal proventive of crimo was tho thoroughly 
cllicient police foreo which was orgunized 
immediatoly on the gold ficlds boing de- 
clared, ‘I’his foreo hus elicited the hghost 
praise from the Supreme Conrb Judges as 
well as from tho neighbouring Provinces ; 
and, it is gratifying to add thi ib still con- 
* tinues to morit the samo chuvactor for sl cadi- 
uegs, carofulness, discipline, and modeintion. 


Gencrat Discreerion or Ti PRovinos, 


Otago is in Iongth about 160 mites, and 
in Dendth 106 miles, and is estimated to 
contain 15,600,000 acres. Ib may bo suid 
to possess ovory description of scenery, both 
along the coast hne aud in the interior, the 
features being eminently of a Scottish typo, 
whilst the names given to places jhavo 
strongly stamped this character, Along tho 
eastern and southern const lino, the prin- 
cipal harbour is Otngo, which is a long arm 
of tho sea, into which yeasols of very heavy 
dvanght can onter with safoty. Sten tugs 
are always at command, should tho wind 
prove adverse, ‘Tho chanel to Port Chal- 
mors is somewhat svinllni but, reuching 
tho port, a Jayge fleot can io at the piers, 
ov anchor in tho differont bays, in smooth 
water and under sheltor of tho land. Bluff 
Tlarbour, the first port of arrival and last of 
opartura for tho Suez muil sLeamers, is a 
safe ono for vessols of any tonnage, ‘tho 
othor harhonrs aro chiefly uscd for coasting 
sesvals, Tho wesb coast is @ atecession of 
sounds or inlets, some of thom of immense 
slau, with great depth of watoy, easily Gikon, 
and yuite landlocked ; bub 24 this portion 
of the provines hag yet Lo he naltled, a imo. 
deiniled necount need not bo piven. 

All tho principal rivers discharg’ on tho 
east and south coasts, sevoral of them be- 
ing navigable for many miles, by coasting 
steamers and vessels, Thoir lengths, com- 
pared with the size of tho povinco, togather 
with tho volume of water thoy discharge, 
aro hardly exedible. Tho principal ono ia 
‘tho Olutha, estimated at 220 miles in length, 
having its source noith of the Wenake Lake, 
ata height of 741%, above tho sea-level, 
and caloulated by tho Jato Mx. Baifow, 
marine ongineor, to discharge 1,090,000 
cubio fect of wator per minute, The qunn- 
tity of water is greater and ita temperatura 
lower ducing summor than winter, this be- 
ing caused by tho melting of the enows on 
tho weatertt ringes of mountains, Several 
tributaries flow inte the Clutha, the most 
notable being tho Pomuhaku, Munuherikia, 
Cordvona, and Kawaran, the latter dauining 
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Lako Wateatipy, Tho Taiori River flows 
through the plain of the samo namo, and is 
asluggish abrean for a lage portion of tls 
coursd, Ib is revkoned as 160 miles Jong, 
although tho distance from its soureo to its 
mouth, as tho orow flea, is nat above 4h 
miles. ‘he Matamra is 120 miles in longth, 
tho Oroti 180, and the Waian and Manaroa, 
by which Lakes Manipori, To Anau, and 
Muvora avo drainow, about 140 miles, tho 
Waitaki, flowing eastward (30 miles, and 
the Awarna flowing westward, form tho 
northern boundary of tho Provinces, 

Lakes aro numerous, and somo of them 
of lurge oxtont: in tho north, the Wanaka, 
covering 76 squire miles, and tho Tawea 
483 in tho south-east, the Waihola and 
Waipori, 5}, tho Tuakitoto and Kaitan- 
gata, 3}; in the interior, tho Wakutipu, 
112, and tho Manipori, 36; and in the 
west, Jo Ann, 132, and Morrow or 
Kaknpo, 10 square miles, 

Mountain-ranges_travorso tho Proyineo 
from north to south gonerally ; the hick- 
bonelying near tho westcoush; thus account. 
ing for tho custerly flow of tho rivers, ‘ho 
principal perks in different dircations aro 
Mount Aspiring 9,049, arnslau 9,200, Bon 
Novis 7,650, Titaron 6,643, amillon 4,674, 
Muanngatua, 2,080 ft, in height, ‘Che snow 
Jino is 8,000 ft, ; but all the mountains at 
taining this height aro on tho weat sido, 

Although tho forests handy to markot or 
vshipping port havo to a layo extent boon 
thinned out, there mo atill immense tracts 
which huve nob been touched, for want of 
eeceds 5 bat now éhat rouds wul rilways 
we bringing them within reach, a rupply of 
timber for railway, building, and other pur 
poses, sufleiont to meet the demand” for 
may years Lo coma, ean readily bo obtained. 
Longwood and Wiiua forests alone contain 
upwards of 1,000 squaro miles, and almost 
the ontire western sen-bonrd is a donde bush. 
of most valuablo timbor, 

Tho aren of land fitted for agricultural 
pweuits is computed at 9,000,000 acres, 
and is distributed in ovory direction, ¥rom. 
tho northern boundary (tho Waitaldi Rivor), 
south to Dunedin, a distaneo of about cighty 
mnitos, and from tho const inland, an average 
breadth of forty miles, the land aonsisis of 
extensive pleins and downs, with hero and 
thore a few hill rangos, sonio of the penlts 
of which rise to 4,000 ft. ¢ but gonorally the 
spurs and ridges are well rounded and of 
easy slopo. Further in tho interior aro tho 
Upper Tuieri, thirty miles long by fi{lee 
broad ; pper ‘Waitaki, twonty by ffteon; 
Uppor Olutha, forty by ton; Manuhorlkia 
forty by oight; Ida, thirty by six yall 
magnificent plains, besides other valloys of 
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OUNEDIN, FROM TEE Bay. 
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amallos oxtant but of great tertitily. South 
from Vinedin io the Clutha River, and 
thence to the Matama, alter crossing Snddlo 
Uill, which is cultivated to its summit, the 
long icach of the aii, Tokomairno, 
Olitha, and Matuua plains extend for 
about 120 miles, with o breadth varying 
fiom ton to forty miles, the lulls on either 
side, not of gieat hoight, noted for their 
Jong rounded ov flat-topped spras and rich 
sloping gullies. L'vom the Mutama south 
to the ocean and west to the Wan River, 
© breadth of sixty miles, and of similar 
length, the county is almost a dead level, 
ocensionally intoritptod by hills of modorate 
elevation. ‘Che méerioy, in which the gold 
tiolds aro prinoipally situate, is much moro 
mountainous and Inoken, bub possesses fine 
straths and glens, admnably adapted for 
tho Inbouvs of the husbnndman, 

Tho peculiarly healthy charactor of tho 
climate is atteated by tho fat of so many 
atrong, sotive children seen in all direc- 
tions, their stout limbs and ruddy coun- 
tonances vn subject of general remule by 
strangois visiting the Province, 

Oniginully, the Province was divided into 
two counties of almoyi oqtial mea, the 169th 
degreo of east longitude bemy the bound. 
ary . they were named Linco and Wallace 
respectively, [t 1s now pucelled out for 
different pmiposes, either political, social, 
or industiial, ‘The poliltcal divisions are, 
first, for tho election of Roprosentatives in 
tho Gonoral Assembly, ov Colonial Marlia- 
ment, numbormy oigtoen, and roluning 
nineteen mombers, ‘Tho uoyt is tor the 
election of the members of the Provincial 
Caunail, numbering  thirty-fouw disticts, 
with forly-six membors, The social divi- 
sions ato tho cducutionaldistriots (elsewhere 
Mluded to) and Rond Board distrivts, of 
which there ave forty-six. The powers of 
tho road trustees aio similar to those 
of own Councils, ‘hese bonds have 
effected a groat amount of good in their re- 
poset cistriots, and mie considored ono of 
the best institntions of Otngo, ‘The indus- 
trin diatriots a.e-—Mirat, ugriculiuxal, known 
us hundreds, numbering thirty-siv, and 
containing in the ngprogeto over 2,000,000 
acres, — Keoping pace with the demand 
for land for soltlement, now Iundrods nro 
proaluimed, and theso mo taken from the 
acednd industrial division, namely, pastoral 
Jand or vans, The occupier of land on lease 
fox grazing purposes mint fall back before 
tho settler, who has the prior and gnperior 
daim, and which cannot be ovetlooked. 
QGold-digging is tho novi but not the 
loan important industrial division to he 
noticed. Thoro mo now len gold ficlds, 
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ombracing an aro of 10,000 square milos, 
not by any means all dakon up’ for digging 
pursuits, but over which the gold-reekor is 
nb liberty to prospect, nnd to “spot” any 
elaim hb may fiaawy a payable ono With- 
in the gold fields, what 1s Lamed agricul 
tral Jonses can bo obtained ; which means 
that a pieco of Jand known not lo be 
auriferous cm be selected, fonced, im: 
proved, and settled on, at a yeuly vent of 
2s, Ga. an vere, and nb the ond of the thiid 
year tt can be purchased ab 204 an were, 

Tho towns of this Provines next claim 
notice, Thero me about seventy recorded 
on the map, and of these over forty con- 
tam a number of inhabitants, Sixteen of 
thom have become of so much importanco 
as 10 possess n mayor and couneil for tho 
management of their affairs, and eleven 
of these inenpornted towns cm bons of 
having nowspupes published in them, Tho 
sites for all the towns have been selected 
in localities where special industiies were 
hikely to be established, or at points of the 
mam ioads considered suitable. A, short 
description will be given of the principal 
ones, 

Dimedin, boing the Ingest and most 
important city, not only in the Province, 
bné in tho Colony, first demunds attention, 
1b stretches along the head of tho bay, and 
has a north-east aspect, A. largo number 
of tho dhvelling-honses are built on the Inlls 
embraced within the boundaries, and the 
fine folinga tieey with which they aro in 
geneal smrounded, give a highly pietu- 
2esyue appemance Lo the scene, Deotdedly 
the best view is obtained im appronching 
hy walter, Ax the prospect is opened up, 
t pleasing impression i¥ mado on the 
visitor; uml on neaing the jetty, the 
numerous chinney-stalks, mt the somul ot 
manny hammers, giva the idea ol husy 
industry. Roads fom oll pats of tha 
Province convoryo on Timed as tho 
enpital: the mnin north road by tho Noith- 
enst Valley; tho mitin sonth road by 
Cavorsham; the road to the inloder by 
Stuart-stieot; Machaggan-street ; Pino Tl; 
the road to Otago Heals by tho Peniumla. 
By all theso routes vory fino views of 
different parts of the city aro obtained, 
‘The avea is 8Ghneres, ‘There aro Mi) atrarts, 
cach 66 ft. wide, the greate. number ein; 
metalled, having owmbed snd asphnite 
povoments, und well lighted with gus, ‘Tho 
length of Piincess-street and Goorye-nbvecl, 
the one being a continuation of the other, 
iv 23 miles, orif the oxtension of tho ily 
through the suburbs of Kensington, For- 
biny, and St. Kilda is included, thoro is 
stauiht ine of etecetfourmilesin length, and 
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almost level. Tho longest from ensb to 
west ig High-steect, ubout one mile, In 
the contro of tho city is the Oclagon, and 
around tho Tondwad sides a holt of 640 
acrey is sob apart for the xeoreation of the 
inhabitants, ‘Tho banking establishments 
and retail houses are mostly in Princos- 
atreob andattho south ond of Goorge-strect. 
Soma of tho shops would do credit to 
Princes-streot, Edinburgh, after which oily 
Dunedin and its streots aro named, Tho 
wholesale houses aro mostly situnte in somo 
of tha quictor streoty, bul aro gradually 
boing attracted closer to tho terminus of 
tho railway. ‘tho timber and iron works 
ava distvibnied to the xorth and south 
of the Oatagon, A. considerable proportion 
of the industries of tho Province havo thoir 
principal sent in Dunedin, ‘Lhe public 
buildings aro handsome and numerous: 
amongsp others may be mentioned tho 
University, High School, Custom Honso, 
Post Office and Provincial Govornmont 
Buildinga, Tospitel, Lanatio Asylum, Bene- 
volent Asylum, Masonic Tlall, Caledonian 
Grand Stand, churches, particularly tho 
First Church (pronounead the finest ecole- 
siastical edifice south of the aquator) ; tho 
banks, warehousos, and free and bonded 
stores ; and as privato buildings, the resi- 
dencos of tho principal vitizons, ‘he places 
of resoré for information, xeoreation, ot 
amusement are tho Athenwum (with its 
reading-raom and extensive library), the 
Museum, Botanionl Gardons aud Acclima- 
tization Grounds, the Princoss and tho 
Queon’s theatres, musio and _concoré halls, 
vooroation-grounds north and south, race 
course, and publio bathy, ‘Cho corporation 
affairs are manayod by a mayor and 
counaillors, whose altontion is chiolly ocon- 
pied nb prosont in promoting monsnros for 
sanitary improvement of the sity, and 
m arranging fora ‘own Hall, with offices 
Atlached, intended to be tho finest strue- 
ture in the city, and to cost £30,000, ‘ho 
police arrangements avo part of the syalom 
in forco throughout tho Province, being 
andor the charge of tho Provinoinl Govern- 
ment, by whom tho oxponses ave dofrayed. 
By private companies 2 good supply of 
oxcollont water and gay is Inid through all 
the atreota and into most of the housos. 
fvo morning papors and one evening papor 
are published daily, besides four weekly 
and“ seven monthly poriodicals, ‘Cho 
Chomber of Commorce, Association of Un- 
dotwritors, Law Society, and others of a 
similar dosoription, avo important institu. 
tions, Edina has hoon distinguished by tho 
pale of “ Modem Athons” ; Dunedin, with 
Hs wilibrtous olfmnte, ts attraotive evouory, 
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itsolegunt buildings, its enterprising citizens, 
ita noblo institutions, and its comprohunsive , 
provision for # liboral and classical oduon~ 
Hon, bids fair to claim tho title of tho 
“Athons of tho South” ‘he population 
ag the consns, Pobruary L871, way 14,867 ; 
at the consus 1st March, 1874, tho num- 
Dov was over 18,600 ; Showing un inorenso 
of xbout 8,700 in tho threo years, If tho 
suburbs aro included, tho number will 
amount to 26,000, 

Port Ohalnors is the principal soaport- 
town of tho Provinces, Jb is built on a 
peninsula jutting into the harbouy, hall- 
way hetweer tho Loads and Ouanedin, aud 
ab It a grout proportion of tho commores is 
conducted. “It elains to bo the eldest 
town in tho soltlomont, Ab Uno railway 
pier and in tho stream, there ave always 
largo vessels louding for or discharging from 
Aifforont parts of the world, ‘tho layge 
addition which is boing mado to tho pive 
will givo inoveased facilitios for trado 3 and 
tho patent slip, floating doolr, aud atone 
geaving-doale (tho only one in tho Colony. - 
Mmensuring 328 ft, by 60 {6 in width, having 
921, of water on tho sill), make it an 
attraction fox ships requiring cleaning wud 
xepnirs, ‘Cho time-ball by whieh vhrouo- 
moters avo adjusted is dropped daily wt 
noon, and is orcoted, along with tho sigma. 
station, on the hill on tho west sida of the 
town, Tho building of woodon vessols, ta- 
golhor with ships amilinvork, are tho staple 
industries of tho down ; and the vicinity ta 
famous fora hard blue stone, mech asod 
for houso-building, A. start how alvo boon 
mado in seving a flagstone suitable for 
foolpaths and courtyards, ‘Choro ave several 
substantinly-built churches, a gramps 
soliool, banks, stoves, and hotel, Gas lias 
alveady been introduond, and tho Lows, 
Comoil avo arranging for w wator-supply, 
‘Lho population, Including Hailors on hoard 
tho shipping, in Maroh, L874, was 2,387, 

Onmary, in tho oxtremo north, ty 
dovidedly tho maritime town of Otnyso, 
It is sitnated ona torraco ovorlooking ths 
Southorn Ocean, ho vash expanse of 
water, sud the healthy and rotveshing 
atmoxphore, rendor tho looutity mn invixo- 
rating one, ‘Tho bay or roudstend oflira 
inducomants for sea-bathing which will not 
bo overlooked, and in a short timo bathing. 
mvhines, with all thoi a pplinnces, will ho 
profitably onyagod hore, Tt ia tho shippin, 
port of the largest pastoral and agrionltural, 
and porhaps minoval, districts in tho Pro. 
vines. Tho quantity of wool, whoat, outs, 
barley, and grass seed produced in iho district 
around is vory groat ; and tho quality mas 
ho judged, when ivia atated that flour with 
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the Oamaru brand commands tho highest 
yricoin the murket, ‘Tho building-stone is 
unrivalled, and om. be got in any quantity, 
Limextono, coment, pipestay, and coal exist 
in abundance 3 and the substantial break- 
water which is being mpidly built, will 
grontly fuoilitulo shipmont, and offer sheltor 
in any weather to coasting vessels, Tn 
building the Iionkwater, conoroto blocks, 
wojghing over 30 tons, aro used. ‘theso 
ave mado on the shoro, lifled, carried, and 
placed in position bya steam orue made 
In Dinadin, only two or three men being 
xoquired in tho operation, ‘The town has 
an imposing appearance from tho sea, ‘Tho 
stroots aro wide and regular ; and sovoral 
fino buildings substantially constructed and 
profusoly ornamented with stone from tho 
vicinity, confirm tho impression whon one 
has lnded, As regards population, it is 
tho second town of the Provinoo, the number 
in 1874 boing 2,829. 

Palmerston is situated ab tho junction of 
the Dunstan Road with tho main North 
Road, and is rapitlly rising into importance, 
Dampden, Mocaki, and Waikouatti aro 
coastal towns, with fine country around 
thom, 

Southward from Dunedin, tho firat im- 
portant town id Millon, uenr which the 
Jrnation of the 1oud and railway to the 
Tuapole gold ficlds is mado, Being in tho 
centyo of ono of tho oldest settled ugrioul- 
tural districts, and having onorgotio mnd 
porsovering residents, ib hus beeome the 
most Nourishing inlnd argrioultwal town 
indho Province. Agrioultural implements, 
conch-hitilding, limo-burning, brio antl tile 
muking, wre tho main industries. Glazed 
tiles ara principally made in Milton, and 
the Corporation havo effected gicat im- 
provements in forming tho sbreols and 
ulten ding to sunitary matters, Population, 

101, 

Raleluthe is a ativving township on tho 
banks of tho Uluthn River, and is making 
strong ellorta do overtake some af ils elder 
rivals, Population, 430, ‘There is x vory 
fine bridgo, of wood, neross tho Olutha 
River at this point. 

Tnvoreargill is the principal town of tho 
lato Tiovineo of Southland, and is well 
placed new the head of the New Rivor 
estuary, Bom of tho nisin streets aro two 
chains in width, and all of thom aro nid off 
ab right angles, Considerable advanco is 
being nada m the material and architecture 
of ike buildings, and the mexebants are 

ossoadod of grt onoxpy and porseyoranco, 
Ihe fizal railway in Olago was constructed 
to vonnoob this town with its shipping port 
al Blu Harbour, a length of twenty miles, 
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Tho line was conatructed under the South- 
Jand Provincial Government, A. continu- 
ation of the railway for an additional 
iwonty miles connects it with Winton, 2 
splendid district of country, and branch 
lines avo being pushed forward in other 
directions, Largo quantitios of wool and 
groin aro Produced, and are shipped direct 
from tho Bluf! to London and Molbowne, 
The oxtousive forests around tho Lown givo 
animmonso trade in shipping timbor to Joss. 
favourod localities, Nearly twelve amillion 
feot evo sawn annually, Another feature 
of tho wade is the oxport of preserved 
ments from the works at Woodlands. ‘wo 
nowspupers avo published in the town, In 
1871, tho population was 1,962; in 1874, 
2,484 : inotease, 5632, 

Rivorton is a beautifully-situated town 
at tho mouth of Jacob River. In addition 
to tho local trade and tho oxport of grain, 
scal-fishing occupies a considerable degree 
of attention, and the opening up of the 
Orepuki gold_ fields, and the immonge tim. 
ber forests adjucont, will give tho town a 
considorable impetus, 

Tho towns in tho interior of the Province 
aro for tho most part in tho centre of minky 
districts, Inwronce, on tho Tuxpeke gala 
fiold, was the frat cronted. Lt is the aoat 
of & considerable amount of industry, and 
its residents are alive to every opportunity 
of promoting its prosperity, In tho Tu 
poke distriot, the gold-mining is pencioaly 
confined to what sve called alluvial workings, 
Ammonso sis have beou oxpended by the 
minors in bringing in water from distant 
sixcams, some of Lho races being twenty to 
forty miles in longth, winding round hill- 
sides (which aro often tunnolled), or carried 
noross gullies by funting or pipes, By 
mouns of tho water, the face of tho workin 
is washed down, and all the soil cartied 
wway, Jonving tho slones behind, which 
must bo romoved, and the gold, which, 
heing the heaviest molal, and in vory amall 
particles, is gathored with tho rofusa divt at 
the bottom, and careflly separated by a 
process of washing, Au idea of the quan- 
tity of wator node mey be formed whon 
it is stated dint the height of the fase to be 
washed down at tho celobrated Blue Apur is 
110 fl. hy a width of G00 yards, To ausiat 
tho work of the wator, shafis avo dviven into 
tho face, chambers formed, and large quan- 
tities of powder used for a single explosion, 
bringing down anany thousand yards of atutt, 
which is all washedaway, Many men aro em- 
ployed in mining hore, whose suppiica ond 
muterial ara furnished by tho merchants in 
Lawrence, ‘he town is woll built, and, 
liko all the Govorumont towna, reyularly 
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Tnid off, no street being less than a chain 
wide. There are vn Grammar School, several 
churches, banks, Athenaum, milly, brew- 
cries, hotels, ad overy other requisite, 
Proceeding further into tho interiov from, 
Tawronco, up tho valley of the Oluthn, the 
noxt Lowns of importanee aro Aloxandra, at 
tho junetion of the Manuhorikin River, o 
distance of sixty-oight miles ; Clyde, on tho 
banks of tho Clutha, seven miles futher 
on; and Cromwell, ab tho junction of tho 
Kawarnn, thivteon miles further, At tho 
Intter town, tho Clutha is spanned by a 
suspenston-bridgo 360 {t, lony, 15 fl. wide, 
and capable of sustaining a heavy trailie, 
‘Tho mining in theso districts is of diferent 
descriptions, When tho great river is low, 
its banks aro abripped and tho mterial 
carried dow highor level, wheve it iy auwhse- 
quently washer, tho refuso carried back: into 
tho river, and then lost to sight. Often, the 
workmen unfortunately find that, without 
any warning, tnontl’s hacd worke a in an 
hour ov two lost, without the possibility of 
savings by v sudden rise of tho river sweap- 
ing all their stall wway. Another modo of 
gold-finding is dredging tho bottom of tho 
river by machinery, bringing tho precious 
motal along with tho silé to the surface, 
where it is saved, A. novel dredging-mna- 
ghino lus lately been built for this PAE, 
being a strong ciyur-shaped tubo, of ion, 
with an opening in the floor, in which fow 
ov six mon can bo phwed. Lt is bo bo aunt 
to the bottom, and the inmntes will collect 
tho stuil, and work ab it in their prison 
house, viv boing forced down to them from 
above to enabla them to oxist, Quarts. 
mining is still another method. In this 
caso, tho oll exists in tho sulid rock, whtelt 
has to bo blasted, kent to the surtiae, and 
thero ertwshed to powder by powerlul savup- 
ing machines driven hy stem or water 
powor, ‘Lho veins of quartz tun into the 
mountain-side or dip downwards 5 in oithor 
instance, hundreds of feet have often to he 
gono over in what is called “bringing tho 
stone to grasa,” that is, to daylight. All 
these workings require skill and erofahiews 
in carrying them on. Although tho diggov 
nt times makes lucky finds, it is no moro 
than ho deserves for tho onergy aud industry 
he haa to exerelgo, 

Proceeding onwards from Cromwell, and 
crossing the streams Roaring Meg end 
Gentle Aunie, Arrowtuwn is reached after 
twenty-wix niles, and Queenstown alter 

+ forty, ‘Tho latter is prettily sittated on 
tho shore of Lake Wakntip, As in ull the 
other towns, the residents hero are doing 
their ulniost to male their town attractive, 
each one trying to excol, ‘lho great dis- 
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taneo from the erly agrieutiural produeing 
districts inaking: cartiaga very espousive, 
emo tho setiers hero to ry what they 
could do in raising grain, When gold 
ininors ilrsh went into tho Lake disiviot, it 
was allexod that not oven a Sante could bo 
grown thera; bub in fel, Cho distrleb not 
only now produces nitweh fine wheat, so that 
a very Inrgo flowranill ix kopt coustantl 
employed, but varias fruity are cultivaed, 
and they ripon ourlier and better Uum in 
districts around Dunedin, 

‘Cho othor gold fiotd towns, Hamilton and 
Nusehy, ave on tho vot from Dunstan to 
Palneision, Mach is a municipality, aul 
vies with ifs neighbour in progres’, both 
rolying on yold for their prosportly, 


Kinps ov ayn anp Avnracn ov Crores, 


Olago is estimated lo contain aver 
9,000,000 acres of Jand fit for ngeonlanal 
purposes, and in addition, abort 1,500,000 
acres under forest, which when eloaredt will 
toa Inrge extent he of espesiel vali, lho 
gonoral charactor of the soll ix at iw taiy 
average, while in soveral districts, north, 
middle, and south, it is very rich, abvong, 
and deop, tempting the firmer to wow 
asnecession of wheat crops without ators 
nating ov supplying the waste hy manuring, 
This practice is not now followed te snoh an 
oxtont as formerly, ‘Lhora ix, of, coume, 
largo nmouut of steep and broken couutry, 
Dit tho greab improvements Chab me botuye 
Inde i aygrieulutal daploments vender the 
thy of aneh land comparatively enay, 
Janu which a few yeawt ago wis considered 
wiulib to work, ar nnpralitable if wrongtit, in 
now rentily daken up amd proved to he Huht 
to plough, nnd to yield w youd return, 

Lonums, clays, gravel, und peat, all resting 
on formablo subsoils, aro similarly divorst« 
fied as in Britain, dub theiv virgin vhuraeter 
and the influence of the tomporiture ronder 
them much suporior in produativeness wid 
less costly to work, “Mxtensiva plats, 
downs, atvaths, jdens, and youtly-sloping 
hill-sides, none of them requiving much 
outlay for drainage, and all of splondid soil, 
fitted lo produce any orops stilted for a 
tomporate climate, ave xprend over the pro~ 
vineo, and only await the ohorgy of the 
husbandman, to whom they will yield a 
genevons return. 

Tho host proof of tho fertility of the soil 
in afforded hy preeticnl losts. ‘The prodave, 
us asceriajued by vareftd returns, for aop 
1872-73, from the 3,706 holdings ox 
farms in the Provinco, gives as tho average 
yield per acre-—whent, 20}; oats, 30), 5 bare 
oy, 27 bushols ; potatecs, 6, tans, 
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For Crop 1873-71, the return is as follows :-—~ 
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Authoritative returns for other erops aro 
not obtainable, bub me known lo be equally 
sitbistietury. 


Laxp Rnaunations, 


Publia---or as thoy ave enlled, “waste” — 
lands ave soliL_on several principles. Tho 
original and still tho leading mothod is tho 
hundred system, whieh means a largo pieco 
of agvioultaral country selected within piven 
boundaries, aid surveyed into sections of 
from 50 upto 200 acres, On this being com- 
ploted, the laud is declared open for appli- 
cation on o day fixed by advertisement, and 
nt the uniform prico of LL an acre. Th 
waking tho apphation, a dlppoit of 10 per 
vont, or 4 an nero, is paid; and if ono 
applicant only puta ina claim for any nun- 
hor of seationy, ho is forthwith declaxed the 
purchaser, pays tha Dalanco of purchase. 
monoy within Cen days, aud pots a cortifl- 
etto Of prrehasa, on which tho Crown geant 
is insted I more than ono person applies 
for the swne lund on tho same day, tho 
nections so appliot for avo advertised for 
anlo by anelion, and the highest bidder 
Devons the puroluser, Only thoso who 
purchase Jand within a hundred have tho 
privileyo of running stock on the unsold 
portions; and a Heonco to depastnve is 
inaed according to a flxorl seala, the cost 
boing yearly 84 Gd. a head for great 
euttle and 7d, a& hoad for sheep, This ag 
sesament, utter paying cost of collection, is 
applied to forme and mike roads within tho 
hundred. ‘lhe holdevof land has the privi- 
Jrge of froa grazing for tb eeitein noumber of 
atovk. After tho expiry of soven years 
fran (ho date of the proclamation of tho 
hundred, any land venuining within ib une 
rnold ray be pub up to auelion ab 10s. an 
nove, and knocked isin to the hes bidder. 
‘Phere uve no conditions atlached to this 
system of sale, either as to tho extent of 


Iand ono man can purchase, or as to real- 
dence ov cultivation, 

Another method of selling Crown lands 
and one highly favourablo to aman of emall 
means who wishes to sottle on and worl 
tho ground, is the doforred payment system. 
Blockea of lond, nob exceeding 6,000 nares 
in ono block, or more than 30,000 acres in 
any ono year, evo selected, surveyed, and 
declared open for applieatton, A. lenso or 
licence to oceupy not more than 200 xeres, 
ata yeurly rent of 28. Gd, an nore, payablo 
half-yearly in advaneo, is issued, and tho 
holdor of tho lewso is bound nob to sublot 
during its curronoy, Ife must within throo 
years encloso the Jand with a substontial 
fence, and cultivate one-louth part of it 
Half tho cost of fonoing can bo recovered 
from tho adjoining ocoupioy, On payment 
of the tonth year’s vont, tho land booomes 
tho freehold proporty of tho cecupior. 

An additional modo is, frea grants lo 
immigrants, whereby every mau paying his 
own passage Lo Now Zonlund is ontitled to 
£20 worth of land for himself, mad, if ho 
has nw family, to a like portion for ach 
adult momber, ‘Those who may bo counted 
members of the funily, and for whom tho 
full amount of land can bo claimed, aro 
wifo, child, grandchild, nephow, or nieco 
over 14 yoars of ngo, and if wnidor 14 years, 
lund to the valuo of £10 con bo claimed, 


Tayns Opry ror San 


Tho prevailing systom of land sales as 
deseribed, regulates tho area of Jand in the 
market ab ono time for sale, Sometimes 
tho denial is yront, and scelions are eagerly 
and rapidly bonght up 5 thus causing Lor a 
short poriod a seurcity. Bub the delay is 
nol such as to canae much inconvenienrs, 

Sevoial now hundreds aro aboub to bo 
proclaimed, and so soon_as the vlassiflea 
tion of tho land in tho Southland distrlot 
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ia completed, which will bo vory soon, & 
large extent of first-class agricultural coun~ 
try will be open for sale, 

Tho blocks sot aside on tho deferred pay- 
ment principle compriso Innd of vory su~ 
perior quality, and it is expected Uhut tho 
aron and numbor of such blocks will be 
greatly increased, 

Immigrants claiming under tho freo-grant 
system havo the wholo unsold country opon 
to them for golection ; and whon it is stated 
that country as good for settlomont as any 
alvondy taken up can bo obtained, tho in- 
ducement is very great, espocially when it 
is considered that tho facilities which tho 
improved means of trangil alford, give 
valtte to the Jand which it did not formerly 
possess, 

For pastoral purposes, vory little now 
country is available ; tho expectation is, 
however, thab when tho leases at present 
hold of very argo runs oxpire, thoso rans 
will bo subdivided, so that a greater number 
can engage in this pursuit, and mako tho 
Provinco show « lnrgor retin thon it has 
yot dono from this source, ‘By the outly 
of # little capital and Inbour, the oamying 
onpacily for stock may bo increased ton- 

old, 


Tho original dosign of Uhe sottlomont was 
to provide frecholds for all who wore reudy 
nd willing 10 occupy and cultivate thom. 
'd & very largo oxtont thia plan has been 
carried out ; still, iL was impossible ontively 
to provent speoulntion by thoso coloninlly 
called “Land Jobbors,” “Whether tho lend 
isin tho hands of the Grown or of privalo 
parties, no legislation can provont this trute, 
ut holdory of largo ostates, whon thoy find 
a good opporarnity, throw their propor- 
ties into the murkot for salo, and if tho 
prices offorad show uv good profit, a bargain 
Ja gonerally slruck, hore aro no ontuil 
Jaws hero, and lund can bo as eusily and 
ney tranalerred as abnost day abhor 
artiole, 

Thore are constantly Crown properties for 
sale, in faxms of from 200 to 300 acres. Ono 
of theso 5 wolally deserves notico, viz, 8,000 
acres in tho Winton district, Dighvr class 
land could not bo obtained anywhere, or 
atrongth, depth, and riolmess ib cannot bo 
siurpassol. ‘Tho Carso of Gowrio, tho Lo- 
thiang, or the finest agricultural districts of 
England or Troland, do not excel it, and the 
climatic intluoncos nro ag favourable ns in the 
south of England, An inducement is hold 
out to buyers hy spending tho prrohinse- 
money over threo years, ah a ronsonable rate 
of Intorost. Good practical farmora, who 
even now, wilh tho high prices ruling for 
gtain, are attuggling an to make both 
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ends mest, would, on such soil, with anch 
advantages and go little cost for manures, 
goon become indopondent. 

Tho holdors of small frechold propertics, 
sny trom 100 Lo 300 nores, avo nol, oxcopb 
in’n fow cases, disposcd to Jeb their farms, 
Fanning is, and hus beon for some timo, a 
profitablo oconpntion---yood prices and a 
ready nimuricet ; and this accounts, to some 
oxtont, for the small number of farms in tho 
markeb to bo lot, Occasionally such in- 
stanoes ooours these, howover, minal he held 
ea tho excoption rather than the yuo; and 
whon thoy do ocenr, the amomnt of yearly 
rout demandad pov sore ix oyu Lo the price 
ab which tho land wag originally hought, Tt 
iso question for tho now arrival to consider, 
whothor ho wonld nob do bobtor to scours a 
freohold at the upset price, although he 
would bo longer in bringing produce to the 
market, than to pay a lurgo vent for land in 
x condition realy 10 prodtce ov already pro- 
ducing, In tho fiest caso, ho hay yonghor 
work (o undertake and moro hardships to 
onduvo ; but ho has tho satisfaction of hohig 
his own “laird,” and of having: no rend to 
pay. [Ho has fresh, unused soil on which to 
comnionco worl, and. con arrango hia farm 
to his own mind, ‘ho abjeotion that the 
locality in which ho can soloct Ind. is wb wv 
greator distanco from tho unrkot, is over. 
come by tho fnob that the railways now 
boing constructed will mateo Iand situated 
ab ono hundred miles’ distanca more oon. 
voniont of nceosn Ui it waa a6 bon miles! 
distance a fow yenrs ago, and the voxb of 
exrylago will tlse bo loss, 

Besides tho ovcasionnl “small fam. to 
Jat,” it is proponed by ono ov two vompunicr, 
holdors of argo tracts of eountry which 
have bean fenced, ploughed, and crapped, 
or Inid dowat in gersy, Lo ob them jato ord 
nory alzod faring, und to ofler thom on reno. 
ublo tornis to approved (onanta, To u dons 
aidorablo oxtout thig with provide « supply 
to meot the domand which muy tide, 


Drivis of Propuoy ano Manueavrunes, 
Agricultural, 


What, per bushol of d0Tb,, ds. Od, bo i 5 
flour, por ton of 2,000 1b, 211 Lo £18 5 ots, 
por bushel of 40 th,, 24 Gd, toda; ontmenl, 

ner eWhs Ls. Co 18s. 3 barloy, por bushel of 
HO Ib., da. du to da, Ode 3 mall, por bushel, 
8s, to Os. Gils xye-grass Hood, por buvhe 
of 20 Ib, 3s 2d, to Gs. 3 rye-gress lay, por 
ton, £5; onton chal, por ton, £4 to e603 
onten hay, fis ton, £3, 10a, to £5 } potatoes, 
por ton, £3. 10s, to £4; turnips, &o., por 
ton, 26x, to 808 3 native flnx, por ton, 614 
40 O18 } rapo-sead, 22s, por owl. 
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Pastoral, 


Waal, from 94d, to 2a 2d, $ hides, 4x, to 
204, cavh ; skins, 7d. to bs. 9d, cach ; beef, 
20a, Lo 9h, lice 100 1h. 5 mution, 2d. to 24d. 
per Ib. 5 veal, Bd. Lo 74, por Ih, 


sys Manufactured. 


obenther, Id. to dd, per Ib, 3 bone duet, 
ett lo £7, 10s, por ton ; boots, 6a, por pair 
upwards 5 flax ropo, £40 to £44 ; preserved 
ments, 24d. to Ghd, por Ib, ; Honp, per owt, 
18a. to 38, ; clothing, from 25s, por suit up- 
wards hataand caps, from Ls. to 218, ploughs, 
single, double, and ircblo mounted, from 
£10 to £25; drays, single and double 
horso, £21 to £265; waggons, six to cight 
horace, £60 to £76 ; spring carts and bng- 
gles, £18 to £60; reaping machines, £30 
wwrard 5 chalf-oubtors, £10 upward ; sid- 
dlory, riding, from £6; ]inness, carviora’, 
£10 upward; bricks, por 1,000, £2, 16s, 
to .£3; tiles, per 1,000, 204. to 40s 3 ale, 
per hhd,, £4 to £7; portor, per hhd, £5, 
Os, to £0; whisky, per gallon, in bond, 84, 
to 983 geneva, in bond, Gs. to ds. Od. 5 
aératod waters, por dozen, 24, Lo 8x, 5 com= 
pounds, por dozon, 8s, to 140s, 


AEinoral, 


Goal, at pit mouth, 8s. to LA, por ton 5 
gold, 28 Lo £3. 15a, por o, 3 lime, at kiln, 
28, por bushel, 


Eypusrurs--Actuan anp Vossimis 


Tho fidh, grout and smell, which dhonnd 
in tho ovean around tho coasts of the Pio- 
vinco, have hitherto contributed vory slightly 
to its prosporily in comparison with what 
thoy might have done. Sbrmgord havo been 
profitwhly pursuing, in theso wators, tho 
trado of wheling, and thus carrying way 
tho profits which should have neorucd to 
Oloyo. To organiza and ft out e thoroughly 
ofciont fleot of whalers would cost a coni- 
paratively small sum, as vessels and crews 
avo ut command, ‘Cho xuitubloness of tho 
port for this trado has from tho frst beon 
recognized, and in former tines was mado 
wood uso of; but now, whon tho fneilities it 
alters have Jeon greatly inereasod, the trade 
lies clwindlod down to catching » fow whales 
ab the mouths of the hurbows by mems of 
whuloboas. Lb is proved that the whales 
have hecome meh more nnanerous of Inte 5 
wail if reulations were enacted and onforcedl 
waninst the indisoriminato slay, tur towhich 
thoy were subjootod, Lhey might yot beeome 
ug plontiful as formorly, 

oaling, alsa, n6 a kindred ocoupation, 
morita notice, “A. fow honls ave ab prosenb 
engaged in thid Gada, ohiofly hailing from 
tho southern ports ; but it iy cupablo of eon- 
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aidoxablo extension, tho oil and alcins yielding 
a good profit, and finding a ready market, 

Ouring smull fish might be mado o sure 
source of wealth to v large stmberof fisher- 
mon, Tish ave very abundant, and, al- 
though somowhat dilleront to tose which 
frequont the British and Newfoundland 
bunks, are, when properly cured, of fivat- 
rato quality, and thoro is a markel for any 
quantity in adjacent countries, ‘Tho mathod 
of curing udopted in Nowfoundland might 
he suitable for somo of the Icinds of fish, tho 
cost of salt hoing thus saved. 

It is a question whothor salt could not be 
produced hero by evaporation nt a cost less 
than that of the imported article, 

Leaving the waters and tuning to the 
land, the industries which presonl thom. 
solves to tho onterprising colonist are nume- 
rous, 

Glags-worka for window-glags, bottles, and 
oxystal avo urgently required, and tho re- 
quisito materiuls for the manufacture of all 
dosoriptions aro plentiful and_at hand, ‘tho 
Dunedin bottlers alone would xequire for 
thoir present trndo from 200 to 400 dozon 
bottles a day; and with the prospect of a 
trade ombracing othor colonics, India, and 
China, which is sure to be opened up, this 
quantity would bo enormously inereasad, 

Superior cluy forpottory, delfware, und flve- 
bricks bas beon digcovored in several Joonli- 
ties, nnd ab tho presonb time a compiny is 
heing formed to establish this trade at Greon 
Tland in connoation with tho colliories, 

Tn addition to the branches enrried on ab 
tho Loundeies, tho casting of holloware and 
flre-grates would ho a profitable inveatmant, 

Roofing slube and flags for paving aro 
intported Lo a laygo extent, Tn wovornl dis- 
lriats slono adapted for tho purpose can bo 
proonved, und these artioles will, on tho 
oxlonsion of the rilways, become itomy of 
considorable produation, 

‘True gnite of different colour abounds 
on the West Coast, and the onso with which 
it enn bo prooured and whipped indicates 
thut that portion of tho Provineo will be- 
coma famous for its quarries, 

The natural produots of the soil, and what 
it can be mada to produce, opon alwndant 
prospects of Inbour to tho yliltul and indus- 
trios, 

The lmgo consumption of paper of all 
sorts which ia daily going on, nttvacts at- 
tontion to ily mmufrotiro ns on industry 
nob yet in operation ; and the bonus offerad 
by tho Covornnient, and the facts Utat vari- 
ous treo fibres ag well a4 a grist shinilar to 
spate ave in abundance, both woll adapled 
for the finer deseription of paper, and tliat 
the refuse from the fnx-mills, whieh is valu- 
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ablo far tho coarser sort, can bo had in 
plenty and ab w cheap role, point to this 
trado ny ono that must shortly bo estuh- 
lished, Preliminary ateps havo been taken 
to commence it, 

Sugar-moaking from beetroot has long beon 
pointed to as one specially suited for Otago, 
‘Yhe clayey loams of tho plains aro ominently 
fitted for producing tho rool of the quality 
and size which exporionco has proved yiclds 
mosb saccharine matter, and the climate is 
oqually fuvourablo for matting, Beet sul. 
ficiont 10 carry on a large oxporb trute, as 
wolt as supply tho colonial demand, could 
casily be raised, and would prove a soureo 
af great profit lo tho agricullurist, . 

Another enterprise in whieh the Province 
must ombark is the growth of flax and hemp. 
Jivery clement of success exists, and theo 
is only wanted skilful adaptation of lebour 
to bring about a profitable result, Tt will 
not do for tho faxmors to contine their alten- 
tion to tho production of tho ordinary grain 
crops ttlone,as these charyo so much in value, 
‘The growth of flax ant homp connnends it- 
self for theiv immediate adoption, ‘Che fibro 
which each produces is in coastant domand 
both for homo and foreign trado, and tho 
prices usually ruling ero highly romuanca- 
tivo, Besides tho fibro, the seed of tho ilax 
yiolds 9 high price, and if not oxported as 
seed it can bo pressed so ag to produco oil, 
muoh need by printer, and tho residue ho 
sent Homa ns cuko for catile-feeding, 

Strong offorts avo boing mato to atart wv 
wwoolpack and baygeing munutiotory, bo bring 
tho native flax into repute, Uf, in adilition 
therolo, mittcomonts wore offered for the 
cultme of hemp to be manufactured into 
fabrics, feat course cordage and sailetoth to 
hand and tablo tinen, a sources of great wenlth 
and industry would ba opened up, for whieh 
the Provinco can supply overy requisite ov 
cepb the labour, whieh inight bo obtained 
from tho north of Leland, whore the ilax 
industries mo the staple of tho country, and 
the cast of Scotland, whero flax and hemp 
goods aro prinvipally mannfuctuver, 

Growing rape for oil and fecding-cako 
could nlso be gono into by tho furner with 
confidence, 

Glovor seed is anothor product woll worth 
attention, Whilo clover paslioulurly grows 
xo IustrianUy aud spontandously as to be 
almost accounted a weed, Stipening carly, 
and with the simplo machinery needed for 
cleaning, a Jargo quantity of seul could 
annually bo produced for oxport, 

Tops grow very frooly and produeo an 
abundant orop, whilst the aleadily-inoreas- 
ing demand, and tho prices vuling, ave great 
inducombnts to holdors of land in. favour« 
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ablo localitios to grow alioltor to protect tho 
vine from the gusty of wind which provail 
during summer. [b will alee samo years to 
geow 1 supply sufliciont for the provincial 
trado : mennwhilo, the introduetion of a fow 
hands aoqnanited with the growing, hand. 
ling, nud drying of this valuable plant would 
bo advisiblo, 

Chicory is another agricuttural produet 
which is hugely imported, when it might bo 
auceossfully cultivated. 

Lhe growth of trees whose bark is adaplod 
for tanning purposes also elaima attontion, 
Tho Tasmanian wattlos which chiefly con 
tribute to this purpose, grow freely anil 
quickly in the Provines, and inn fow yours 
the burke alono would pay tho planter well, 

Dairy fuming is another branch of in- 
dustry needing devolopmont. Cheese fice 
tories with yoo wmagement would produce 
t fhat-class reliable article, nob only for the 
limited local constunption, but for other 
murkets, 

THER, 

Tn tho south and west parts of tho Pro- 
yinuo there ave larga end aplandid forests, 
which, althongh not contumlag any tine 
pines or conifors, produce wood vory value 
able for strongth, durability, and tho high 
polish it Wlcox, 

Tho tices moxb prized wb present for rail 
way and errpontor wale are -'Toturs (fom 
tho Blall arbour hundreds of thonaimids of 
stoopors ao boing shipped for the nelyhhour- 
ing Provineo of Cantarbury, hesides provid 
inyg Chose necessury for Otago railways) 5 xed, 
while, and hteole ping are next in demand, 
for building and Caenitiroework 5 and for 
wheelwrights, conch und cabined makers, 
fol, ula, holake, birch, manuka, tnple, 
nnd other sorta, sve coming more inte repro 
aa they nvo leatod. 

Jriconces aro geanted hy Uo Covernmont 
for eutuing timbor oithor by pit-auws ov nay- 
wills, cortain areas being proeseribod and 
conditions attached, ‘ho southorn wil- 
ways ullord yroab facilities for bringing tho 
sii Umber lo a shipping port; nud on the 
weat const the numerous sotinds oF hurheurs 
all haying good access and shelter, a well 
as bold water along their conats, enabto 
vessels La minke fast to tho oliff on whieh 
iho tiees are growing, and bo lord with 
area case, bor driving power on the lows 
ying forests, atenm-ongines ave most iu use, 
us thoy can be bought and worked wh on 
cheap rats. Vor bill forests, walor iar 
is abundant, so that, ag regards quality of 
limbor, supply, favilition for guwiug, und 
convenieneo for shipping, avery induvemend 
is held out for oxtonded enterprise ; and 


tha gront and increasing domund, togethor 
with tho prices, render suecess eortain to 
those emlurking in he teade, 


Minnis. 


Gold, as yot, has been tho most valuailo 
mineral discovery, Lb is founrt in almost 
every distiich in tho Provines, from Mure- 
whem lo Orepnki, and from Awarna to 
Wakawe, cither allavially or in quartz, 
giving gooll ground for the remmule thet it 
would pny to wash all tho soil of the Pio- 
vineo mud to crush ils granite rocks. The 
great valuo und extent of the gold fields can 
hardly bo estimated, At the prosent time, 
their dovelopmont depends, to a great ox- 
tont, on individual exertion, so that vory 
large yold fields are not yel available, await- 
ing the combination of eepital and Inbour. 
Tho occupation of digging is an eveiling 
one, causing many of its discomforts to he 
overlooked, Maning is less preemious in 
Otago than in mosh other places: still 
iL is nol tho aeoupation host suited for 
new arrivals or tho goneality of immi- 
grants, 

Cont comes next in order of value. From 
the emliest days of tho settlemont, coul- 
sens haya beon more or less worked, ‘ho 
distribution of this great source of wealth 
is very general, and it is in beds of 
gent Drendth and thickness, Brown coal, 
ov lignite, is nb present most in’ de. 
mund, being more lanscly dishibuted and 
noayor tho centres of consimption. ‘tho 
cows of Kaitangata and Kaka avo of 
auporior qrulity, and ay bettor means of 
conveyntey ave opened up, dnl tha price 
conaeqnently reduced, their merity will be 
wore folly rovognized, Bituminous shulo 
Ina hoon discovered in diffrent places, wd 
inquirtes uo boing mado us lo its value and 
oxtont, 

Onin abono ranks as of frst importance, 
Enaily obtained and plontitul, workable with 
tv enrpenter’s chisel and aww, capable of 
heing oul and carved to any design, of 
light, cheerlul colour, and becoming harder 
the Jonger ib is exposed to the atmosphere, 
it will neon innko tho disiviol from which it 
is obtained a scone of constant and inerexs- 
ing labour. Sts vidue and superior quality 
have already heen vevognized in the Colony 
of Vietorin, and one of Che best public 
buildings in Melboutny is new being erected 
of i ti Gama and Donodin i is in 
very genmal use, Ji the Oana district, 
alse, tho mitered fom which Portland 
vemenb fk nucle lias been discovered, and 
pramises good resulta, 

Lime is abundant, aud kilns mo ab con 
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slant work on tho Poninsula, and ab Wat 
hola and Kowoo. 

Tronstono of a very supetior quality hns 
recently been discoyered in the district of 
Riverton on the south-west, and ab Cattin’s 

Jove on the sonth-cast, from which great 
resuills mo expected to bo obtained, 

Antimony is already an article of export, 
and is steadily increasing in supply. Spe- 
cimens of copper ore, plumbago, and cinna- 
har have been obtained on the Carrick 
langes, Dunstan district, analyses of which 
show them to bo valuable, Different do- 
soriptions of useful clay avo alyo ubundant, 
and will amply ropay tho lnbour of practical 
hands, 

Should Otago present no_other induce- 
ment, her mncial resources atone would be 
a grout ultraction ; but when combined with 
her other avantages, no country can offor 
Etenter promiso of prosperity to the indus 
ious, steady emigrant, 


Tavoun Wnenorven and Rrqumup, 


Tho manufacturing interests of Otago ero 
varied, extonsive, and extending, Ag tho 
cultivation of the soil was tho first pursuit 
in which man was engaged, tho prepnration 
of ils produots for his support claims flrat 
notice, 

There avo at fullwork at the prosent time 
neuly thuty grain-mills, deiven cithgr by 
water or steain power, komo of them rblo to 
produce fifteen tons of fine flonrdaily, or 
a considerable portion of tho year, doveral 
of theso mills are at worl on tho double- 
shift system, so Uhab the quantity of flour 
font to market ia Invge, Chat thomachinory 
employed is on Lhe most approved prinefplo, 
and that the management is in praotical 
hands, is ertnin from tho faeb that tho 
Wovineially-manufelured article has com 
pletoly shut tho market against foreign com> 
petition, and hus, in addition, been Inrgely 
tnt profilebly exported to supply the wants 
of neighbouring Provinces and Colonics. 
Sevoral of tho mills havo also applianees 
aud machinory for oatmenl, aud pot and 
peut Iueley, all of which aio podnecd 

lagely, 

Hisonit-makors have established for them- 
selves u wide-spread reputation, so thab both 
Tunid and steam power te in constant work 
to niest tho demand which tho quality of 
tho mitiole has created. 

Yo provide the furmer with manure, and 
thus enablo hin to_ produce tho Targest 
quantity of gain, and of the best desevip- 
tion, several hone-mills ave in coustant work, 
pradueing handrads of tons amunully, 

Bub nanaring the lund with the most 
approved slinulunts wilk nob prodico any 
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Gesoription of crop to the fullest oxtonb 
without propor attention iy paid to diainnge. 
To moet this necessity, pipo and tile mant- 
factories ave haan established hoth in towns 
nod country districts ; and this woulciag of 
the clay is nob confined to tho ordinary 1¢~ 
quirements of the farm for drainaye, but 
extends to buckmaking, which has assumed 
largo proportions, requiring tho services of 1 
great number of hands in different capaci- 
ties, Snlt-glazed pipes, for railway ond 
sewage piuposes, have algo their prodncors ; 
whilst flower-pots, vases, and othor naoftl 
and ormamontal articles, gro produced im 
ondless varicty. 

The browing of tho Provinco is in high 
repute, and although at present of large 
dimonstons, is not sufficiont for the homo 
trade and exportation, Dunedin is tho 
puinofpal contio of this business, six ox- 
tensive cstablishments boing in full work, 
and an additional ono in courso of ereo- 
tion, Tho estimate of tho ayeropgate 
production js over 1,500 hogsheads por 
month, 

Distilling has also an oxtonsive ropreson- 
tation, ag in tho ono distillory oaisting, ovor 
6,000 gallons of proof spirily avo produced. 
etch month, in addition ta a largo quantity 
of malt supplied to browors. 

Coming now to man’s second dopartmont 
of Iabour, viz, tho pastoral, the shearing 
of the sheep having been porformed—for 
which tho ghoarcr is this year paid 201, 0 
hundred head, with rations-scouring tho 
wool and other Pipcesses omploy a considor- 
ablo amount of labour, Choire wool Ioing 
selectad, ib passes into the nowesb industy 
of the Provinco- its menufavtave into cloth 
and othov matorial. This industry will vaute 
amongst tho foremost in importanco, Th iy 
true, an attumpl was made in oarly days, 
hy a worthy weavor from Paisley, to pro- 
duce webs by the hand loom, Int that slow 
ploceas nob mauling with success, Uo Mog. 
gicl Woollon factory may fiirly olaim to 
ho first in tho fiold, ‘This establishment 
occupies a fino healthy sito on the Taiori 
Plain, and around it tho cosy collages of 
the workers, with their tidy gurdenplots, 
mo situated, Every apptianes which modem 
invention hag procuecd, to oneble thy fay. 
tory to bring to market the best of its kind 
in overy es is ab commend 3 and 
as qrosull, is tweods, blinkels, knittings, 
and worateds have beou pronounced so ox- 
collent ag to require a imiga addition to the 
buildings and machinory, to permit of tho 
orders pn had from the Colonies, India, and 
Groat Britain to bo excouted. ‘Lhe fuctory 
is now in the hands of uicgistored company, 
and with tho oxtonsion of ihe trdy an 
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alditional supply of glilled Inbour will be 
required, A second faotory of wv similur 
kind will also shortly bo ab work, 

‘Tho mntorial, boing flnished at the mills, 
is brought inte Lown, whore soveral factories 
keap « Iago numbor omployed in meleing i6 
up into wearlug apparel and other goods, as 
many a4 400 to 500 hands being recently 
wanted by ono factory alone, 

flab and cap manufaroturing has two (ime 
in tho oily giving it thoir aoloattontion, and 
producing ovory style, colo, o shape which 
the most iastidious could desive, and ab prlves 
which dofy importation, 

Leaving the wool, and coming to the skin 
and hido branch, soveral oxtonsive tamories 
avo in full and constant worl, omploying w 
considerable amount of Iahour. Vrom the 
stenm-nill grinding the bark, through all 
tho different pracosses nouessuty to produco 
lenthorof ovory desoription, tho best methads 
of operittion ave been adopted, the wants 
of tho local trade supplied, and a largo 
quantity exporter, 

Mon and boys mo wanted to oneblo tho 
difforont branches of tho hoot-fotorins 40 
bie pies with tho requiemonts of this 
atpidly - progressing indisponsnblo _ trade. 
There is no uso in sonding uway tho lenther 
to ho mado into boots and shoes, and in (hat 
shape senb back agatn, when boots and shoes 
can bo mado as woll in the Provinces, ho 
importance of this industry may be Jndyod 
from tho faot thab ono dem tung ob over 
120 pits tw day, and only wants Inbour to 
incrouse this nunbor, 

‘Co sno any waslo of tho may wntorint ab 
tle tamery, the manufacture ol plie hag 
heen oslablished, compatonl jndyex pro 
nouncing in its favour, and tho manifeata of 
homowad-bound ships showing {6 aa park 
of their enrgors, 

Uaving dixposed of the wool, sletus, hides, 
and bones of the animes, the utilizing of 
tho eaveaso forms ta important question, Tt 
would require ab least ono hundesd tintos 
tho presont population to consume the gure 
plu ulock in tho Province, Tt mitet 
cithor bo thrown way or turned Lo proflt- 
able ws, ‘Pho lator coitraphas hoon adopted, 
and soveral mout-preserving establishments 
have boon stated to propare the heel and 
mutton to help to faut tho under-Lod popu 
lation of to old country, ‘Tallow f5 algo 
animportantitom. In both of theae branches 
alaughtouuon, butchers, tinsmiths, coopers, 
carpontors, and othox iaudes avo Jaryoly one 
ployed. 

or should tho first-rate quulily of tho 
soup and candles made bo ovorlookeil. Sonp- 
me cing js a alaple meannikatwre, soverul 
works boing in golive oporation in prey. 
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TIE PROVINCE OF O1awu.t 


ing this indisponsable article of domestic 
contfart, 

Matorial for agriculimal and_ pastoral 
munutaclures havimg beon introduced by 
the sobtlers, what hes been done in regarct 
40 native podnats? Besides preparing the 
native flax for export to the extent shown 
in Cable 3, very largo amount has been 
manufactured into rope, ranging from 4 in. 
in diamoter downwards. From some entso, 
the flax tate has not been fonvishin 
Jatcly ; still thore is no need to despond. 
Probably in a fow years tho native fibro 
will ba exported in a manufretured stato, 
not in flax and tow, as at presont. 

Tho timber trade in its difforont branches 
of minufactnre is ono of the greatest in the 
Provee. Saw-mills exist, containing cir- 
cular saws from tho largest sizo to medium, 
eross-out with radial bonch, all the saws 
shuponod by patonb machine; planing, 
tonyuing, grooving, moulding, tononing, 
moilising, shaping, boing, and tuning 
machines, producing flooiing, skirting, 
moulding, architraves, buokets, tubs, broom- 
handloy 5 nnd every article necessary for 
house-building and furnishing, can bo 
readily obtained. An iden may be formed 
of the extont of tho trade when it is 
atated that one house, during tho past 
twelyo months, sold glazed windows of 
wmoney valuo of £4,600; and panel doois, 
6,150, 

Trom the laigest and heaviost stage-conch 
or wigon to tho handsome chariot, light 
bugay, express, or common cart, the conch- 
builders of Dunedin mio propared to exe- 
cute any orders entrusted to thom, 

Furniture and cabinet makers are also 
doveloping thoiy tindes to m oatont that 
aunties ovory ono. Some of the largost 
oud mos) commodions warehouses in the 
ery ave connector with this trado, 

Workovs in all sorts of metals are busy 
plying their trade from day to day. ‘Taking 
tho iron dopartmont ag feat in importance, 
somo firma give their attention principully 
to riveting, and from their shops tho in- 
cossant elatter of the hammor indioates 
great aotivity, Iron vessels, boilors, vats, 
tubes, girders, and works of a similar cha- 
rector, indicate the prosperity of the estab- 
lighmonts, 

Equal in importance with the provions 
branch aio the maching shops, whore will 
bo constantly found in courso of constinc- 
tion land, marine, and hydraulic engines ; 
querl-erushing, flax-drossing, snd litho- 
graph printing machines; wool, tin, and 
alondoring presses ; plato and tin rollors; 
and Droparations are being made to build 
locomotives. ‘No show what this trado can 


do, n crane to lift 40 tons weight has been 
satisfactorily made in Dunedin. 

Other houses malo standards for who 
fencing, castings of various designs ond 
patterns, galvanized pipins, spouting, 
ridging, and a specially patented iron 
fluming, 

Tin, copper, brass, lead, and gine mant- 
factines give employment to 2 great nium- 
ber, especially to the boys of tho cam- 
tunity ; and tho erse and exactness with 
which evory item can bo wrought, twisted, 
moulded, cast, or hammered, cithor by 
miachine or hand, has mado these trades 
spooial features of industry, 

Tho limits of this Ifandbook prevent 
partioular notice hoing given to every tude, 
80 that what is to follow mush bo con: 
densed. 

Mills for grinding coffeo, spices, rice, and 
such-like commodities avo in steady opera- 
tion, and a lavgo portion of theso neaensMy 
articles of consumption in the Goh, ‘y me 
ground and prepared in Dunedin, 

Soveial factories to supply liqn aus, 
abrated waters, &e,, also afford omploymont ; 
and ab tho Vienna Wahibition, an certificate 
of morit was awarded to an exhibitor from 
Otago, ‘Wines mado from tho diffmont 
fiuits grown, aro daily gaining favour, and 
the Intest enterprise in this direction is 
erdor, erual Lo thut of Devonshire, 

Monumental and ornamental work in 
atone is a prominent trade, md ono house 
makes varnish and polwh to meot any do- 
mand. Paper bags, mk, and blacking have 
their producors, 

The Poninsula, can bonsh of a cheese- 
frotory on the American principle, whieh 
has been in opoition for some time, sad js 
annnally improving tho qualily and in- 
erensing the quantity of ils produels. 

Qod-liver ofl cannot bo overlonked as 
an industrial purauit. "ho Porl-Chalmors- 
malo oil, fiom its purity, clemmesa, and 
other qualitics, hag drawn Son the appro 
bation of tho medical feoulty, and tho pro. 
ducer is fully ocoupied in supplying tho 
orders that avo sent to him from other 
places, 

To conaludo this chapter without refer. 
enee to the building of wooden vesseli 
would be an omission, Althongh tho trade 
is not in avery lively condition, yabib gives 
signs of finprovement, .A mote grave tawt 
would bo the omission of agricultural im- 
plement works, in which Otago ovcels, 
thore is now no necessity to impmt bursa 
gear, hoy-rakes, horrows, hors, yoles, 
oultivators, grubbers, aubsoil, single, double, 
or treble furrow ploughs, reaping, mowing, 
or thrashing machines, or nny ather fanny 
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requisite, 18 these mo wl mado in Otago, 
with the particular recommendation that 
they ayo made by men who Imow tho 
country and tho kind of implement v- 
quired, Cart, couch, and anddlo hamen, 
in all the difloront styles of mannfactue, 
can bo obtained from Dunedin and up- 
country makers, 

Phere is a largo dommand for all kinds 
of labour ; of conse, in some trades much 
greater than otha. Jor instance, tho 
supply of fomalo domestics for Lown and 
countiy ia quite inndequate to tho domand, 
Vorm ‘sorvauta aud taboos are aaa in 
groat domand in all tho ayrioultural dis- 
tricts, Good wages, carefilness, and cheap 
Jand soon onable the firm seryant to slat 
farming on his own reconnt. — [or railway 
constrnetion, kuw-mill purpoyes, — rond- 
making, and gonorally for unskilled Iabowr, 
the demand is large, and many useful works 
ave ab a standstill for want of men suited 
for auch work, Brickmators ant Inyers, 
masons, carpontors, timers, blacksmiths, 
ongincors, boiloy-mulavs, — wheelwriyhis, 
printors, workers in brass, coppor, and lend, 
could, to a considorable number, find om- 
ployment, the domand for labour nob boing 
confined to one locality, but oxtending ovor 
tho wholo Provinge. 


Rates of Wages. 


Bakovs, por day, 108, to 11s, 
Blacksmiths, por day, 114. to 148. 
Roiler-makora and vivetors, 10s. to 12a 
Bricklayers, por day, 124, to tba, 
Brasefornders, par dny, 104, to 12s, 
i ae and joiners, per duy, L2a to 
MH 
Goaoh-buildes snd paintom, per day, 
12s, to Lis, 
(Coopors, por day, 4. Lo 0s, 
Dairymaidy, por mmun, £40 to £60, 
and fom, 
Domestia servants, per annum, £30 to 
£40, tnd fond. 
apiaineons and drivers, por doy, (25. lo 
B4, 
Varm servants, por annum, £62 lo £66, 
and found, 
Gardonory, per day, 10s, 
Labourers, por day, #3. to 10g, . 
Masong, por day, 124, to 14, 
Machanios, pe tay, 124, to Lds, 
; sna aid puperhungors, per day, 1Ls, 
0 128, 
natn por ann, £65 lo £60, and 
ound. 
, Plumbors, per day, 114, to 138, 
Piasarens ber dey, Us, iat 18a 
addlord and haniessnalkers, por day, 
Oa, to 18s, eae 
\ * 


i 


Shopherds, por annmm, £65 to £00, and 
found, 

Quariymon, pov day, 11%, ta 184, 

Tanners and ourriow, por day, Uae ta 


Hy 

Vphotuterors unt eabinataaikers, per 
day, 12s, to Ls, 

Tailors, por day, 44, to 10s, 

Watchmaker, per day, (2s, 

Whol and enrb writs, por day, 108. (9 
12a, 

Usual Rations allowal lo Labourers. 


Tho meals of hired servants, mala ov 
fomalo, avo nob doled ont tn misurablo 
pittancos, and of tho vlieapeat articles the 
Tarkok eu ty mply 5 on the vontrary, Adv= 
vunts fare well, if nob Atanptuoualy, avery: 
day. ‘Cho common homo pratica of having 
weeldy allowanees of ten, angar, Go, mady 
up ab the grocers, of inferior quilily to that 
suppliod for tho funily, is quite aninown 
and would not bo stbmilted to. 


Provixorst Puntaig Wours. 


‘Tho simplostatemend that the Lrovingiut 
Covornmont has exponder, almost every 
you sineo its establishment, un inoveusings 
amount on publio works, wonld of itvol! 
indiento tho foresight shown in tho past, 
and bo a guumantes for the fiture, Ponsern. 
dug, front ily own vesourees, a& Layo Loventis 
without muy tavation, and having wregolute, 
enterprising community, tho publio work 4 
of the Provinvs must ho envied on with 
inoveasing aluority, ‘Cho Jotmout jn, the 
Jahouvois me so fow while the works gre #0 
many.” Mor the arent yeu, about 
£200,000 havo hoo appropriated for ¢x- 
pondituvs on forming and muaintainiig 
loads, ridges, wetilways, and trinnaways, 
carrying on hivbaay world, such as brenk. 
wator, joblioy, dredging nnd readlaininys 
end creating buildiugs for puihtio purpouws, 
Nor is tho outlay of publia money for 
shnilar pmpoves ab all Tikely to bo Togonerl 
ay every anile_of saihway constructed, vou 
matte, biidygo Iuilt, or jolly erected, either 
apons up new country, gives gventur ine 
Auoomont for kettlomont, or remover diftl- 
onlties and expense it tho tranaporb of 
peaduce ; aud, v4 a cgrsoqttonee, will re- 
quivo the progressive mavoment to bo 
cartiod on for many young, until ovory part 
of tho Provines iy cusily and rapidly acees- 
siblo, At present, gront aalivity is shown : 
no les than oight different Tinos of ruil 
lending from xeaporta vo agrloultuval and 
othor dighricts aro wider construction, 


Ruisauta Soorweres, 
As previously noflecd, building oolotios 
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fon » leading fontuxe in the history of tho 
Provineo, commencing with the first year 
of ita oxistonco, and progressing until now, 
when tho number amounts to sixteen, alt 
inactive prospority, Some of them aro con- 
duoted on the terminable principle, others 
on tho pormanent, and some of dom com- 
bine both, Tho entrance fee varies from 1s, 

or share to 2s, Gd, and tho shares range 
rom .£10 to £100 ench, tho fortnightly or 
monthly subsoription varying according 
to the value of tho share, ‘Tho prosperity 
and importance of theso gocioties may be 
judged from tho facta that dividends or 

onnses oqual to eight per cont, por annum 
have beon declared, and that the amount 
of business transnoted ranges from £5,000 
por annum to £86,000. ‘Io working mon, 
thoso societies havo proved of immense 
advaningo, enabling thom to secure a free- 
hold or erect « building on ersy terms; and 
a faot highly favourable in their history is, 
that hitherto oll of them, have been con- 
ducted soundly and satisfactorily — there 
havo beon no failures and no swindling, 
‘Tho number of the oporative class who 
ossess frecholds and free houses would nob 
have boon so great had such socioties not 
oxisted, and it is gratifying to find that the 
interest taken in such institutions by the 
upper and wealthier classes is oxtonding, 
A. meeting was vecontly held in Dunedin, 
4o form an association for tho purpose of 
purchasing land and building solf-contrined 
cotinges, of sLone or brick, and each having 
four or five rooms, and selling thom to tho 
occupiers on the deferred-paymont principle, 
do that the ent paid weekly will go towards 
punchasing tho frechold. In addition to 
high wages and cheap provisions, the pro- 
spect of thus obtaining v frachold homo of 
his own is offered to tho provident trades- 
man and his frugal wife, which i¢ will bo 
thoir own fault if they co not specdily realizo, 


Raniaious Bopies, 


From tho numbor of sects which exist, it 
will be seon that the greatest toleration 
provails, According to tho last census, 
and from this source all the figures in this 
chapter avo derived, there me about ono 
hundred different forms of belief professed 
in the Province, Strictly apeaking, no ono 
of these bodies has Stale sid or endow- 
mont ; for although the Proshyterians hava 
land resorves which yield a considerable 
vayonue, thoso resorves wore not made by 
the Govornment, but wore a distinctive 
feature of tha Otago scheme, when « class 
watélemont was intonded, Tho reserves avo 
vegted in trustees, and the reuts aré spont 
in building churches ond moanacs, on 
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acholarships, and in paymont of the salary of 
£600 2 year to the Professor of Montal and 
Moral Philosophy in tho University. Nono 
of the monoy gocs for ministers’ stipends. 

Tho Presbytorian Church, being the frat 
plonied in the Provineo, has tho largest 
niumber of adhorents, ministers, and 
churches. It is nob connected with any 

rtieular branch of tho same porsuasion 
in Britain, bué is composed of mombors 
from the United Presbytorian, Iree, Estab- 
lished, and othor Kirks in Scotland, as woll 
as English aud Irish Prosbytorians, Its 
work ia carried on through a synod, con- 
sisting of four presbytorics, containing 
thirty-nino full charges and fifty-five 
stations, In all tho charges and in thirty- 
sovon of tho stations, sorvice is hold ovory 
Sunday, and in the remaining sighteen, 
once a fortnight. Additional ministers are 
constantly arriving. ‘The means of support 
ig a sustentation fund, to which each of the 
congregations gontributes, and which yields 
an avorago of £200 a year to each ministor, 
which is in general supplomented by the 
congrogation. Each minister has also a 
manse, and in county districts, a glebo 
attuched, ‘Tho total sum collected by this 
hody for Inst year was .£14,560, Tho 
nuniber of adheronts is 32,180. 

Episcopalians rank noxt in point of 
numbers, being sot down at 16,800. About 
four yonts azo, tho Province wns oreoted 
into a diocesc, and eoclesinstical affhirs nro 
administered by a bishop, with at present 
one archdeacon and fifteen other cloxg 
liconsed to charges, Those, togothor with 
Iny_vepresontatives chosan by the gavaral 
parishes and parochial districts, form. tho 
synod of the diovose, All tho fully-con- 
stituted parishes havo pnrsonage-houses, 
and tho clorgy in the country districts have 
under their cnvo such subordinate placos 
as may bo reached from‘ their respective 
contres, ‘There aro also fourteen Iny readers 
in places which cannot as yeti xacoive tho 
regilar ministrations of a clergyman, Can- , 
didates for preparation for holy orders aro 
now received, and in cortain cases atudonts 
in theology aio pormitted to present. then 
selves for examination by the Principal of 
the College, without residence, 

In rogard to numbors, Roman Catholics 
take the third place, showing @ total of 
7,406. ‘This church is presided ovor by a 
bishop, with ton clorgymen, having tayonty- 
one churches und chrpels, in which tho 
uattal forma of worship aro regularly and 
strictly atltonded to. Thoro aro also cight 
school#, and one convent in which religions 
education is given, 

Tho adherents of the Wesloyan Method 
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ists are 3,075; Baptists, 1,308; Con- 
gregatidnal Indopendents, 1,051 5 Iu- 
therans, 484, Each of these bodies has 
handsome and asubstantiul buildings, in 
which service is regularly held, Tho 
majority of them have Sunday schools, 
Bible classes, and Young Men’s Assooin- 
tions attached to them, the whole of which 
are carriod on withgreat earnestness and zeal, 

The number of Hebrews in tho Province 
is 293, They have a synagogue in Dunedin. 
The othor sects are numerically small, 


Provistons For Epvoation, 


The settlers of Otego have from tho 
outset manifested great intorest in tho 
advancement of education. ‘The following 
is 9 classification of the educational institu- 
tions which ors maintained wholly or in 
part from the Provincial revenue or from 

ublic endowments :—1. District Common 

choolg in almost every locality where 
twenty educable children or upwards can 
be collected together. 2, District Grammar 
Schools in tho chief centres of population. 
3, A Boys’ and a Girls’ High School in 
Dunedin, 4, A University in Dunedin, 
6, ASchoolof Artin Dunedin, 6, Atho- 
neoums, Mechanics’ Institutes, and public 
libraries in nearly all the villages, towns, 
and inhabited rural districts, To theso 
may be added, 7. An Industrial School 
near Dunedin, for the maintenance and 
training of boys and girls whose parents aro 
criminal or dissolute. 6, A. school in con- 
neetion with the Otago Benevolent Institu- 
tion, for the board and education of orphans 
and other destitute children. 9. Two Fre 
Day Schools in Dunedin, for neglected 
poor children. 

‘With the exception of the University, 
tle whole of these institutions are to a 
greater or less extent under the control of 
the Otago Education Board, which is com- 
posed of His Honour the Superintendent, 
the members of the Provincial Executive, 
and the Speaker of the Provincial Council, 
The following is 2 summary of the duties 
conunitted to the Board by the Education 
Ordinance :—To exercise a general superin- 
tendenco over all'the public achgols ; to 
define the limits of the educational districts ; 
to promote the establishment of schools 
wherever needed ; to direct the expendi- 
ture and duo application of all moneys 
appropriated by the Provincial Council for 
the purposes of education ; to manage the 
education reserves ; to fix the qualifications 
of teachers 3 and, through its inspectors, to 
inquire into and to report, from time to 
time, upon the state of education and the 
condition of the soveral schools within the 
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Province. Tho composition of tho Board 
was in former years the subject of much 
consideration and discussion, and it was ab 
length constituted, ng at presont, on tho 
principle that as the oxpendituro on educa- 
tion is mainly defrayed from tho Provineial 
revenue, it is indispensable that so large an 
amount of public money should be placed 
af tho disposal only of a Board whoso 
members are directly and ontirely roapon- 
sible to the Provincial Oonndil. 

Subject to the general supervision of the 
Tducation Bord, the schools avo placed 
under the immediate control of School 
Committees elected annually by the owners 
and occupiers of and and houscholders in 
the respective educational districts, Waoh 
Committee must consist of nob logy then 
five nor more than nine momberd, a ma- 
jority of whom must bo parents of familics. 

Thero ave fourclasses of District Schools— 
Grammar Schools, Main Schools, Sido 
Schools, and Tomporarily ~ subsidized 
Schools. ‘The Grammar S¢hools, of 
which thore aro already five, aro atti 
ated in the chief contres of populn- 
tion, As a tule, the Grammar ‘School 
comprises three different departments—an 
infant and needlework depattment, undor 
a matron and assistants; an intermediate 
school, under the second master and 
assistants 5 and an upper achool, under the 
head-master, who, in addition to oxercising 
a gonoral control over the wholo“establish- 
ment, is charged with the duty of giving 
instruction in tho highor branches of educr- 
tion to the more advanced pupils, The 
Main Schools are cstablishod in tho moro 
populous districts, where, as a rule, an 
average attendance of upwards of font 
pupils can be secured, Whon tho attond- 
anco is sufficiently numerous in any Main 
School, a school-mistress, or a teacher of 
sewing, and one or more pupil-Leachors, aro 
employed in addition to tho hond-mastor, 
The Side Schools and tho Temporarily-sub- 
sidized Schools are fox the most part placed 
in more recently-settled localities, ‘whore 
the children are young and fow in number, 
The qualifications of the masters of the 
Grammar and Main Schools aro fixed very 
high, and they may be described ag corre- 
sponding to the qualifications usually re~ 
quired of Scottish burgh and parish school- 
masters respectively. No oleotion by a 
School Committee is valid until tho teacher 
elested has produced a, certificate of qualifi- 
cation from Hor Majesty’s Oommittoo of 
Privy Council on Education, a recopnized 
Education Board in any British Colony, ox 
the Board's Inapector of Schools, and suck, 
other evidence of fitnoss and good charactor 
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ag may be required by the Board. No ono 
can attain tho full position of 2 Grammar 
ov Mrin school teacher who caunot furnish 
satisfactory evidence of good charactor, 
respootablo scholarship, aud oxporionce and 
success in school tenching. Many of tho 
present teachors have altended Government 
training schools in Britain or in the colonies, 
and a numbor of them have been students 
of n University. A less stringent rule is 
followed with regard to the admisston of 
Sido and 'Temporarily-subsidized School 
tenchors, whon trained or oxpericnced 
masters daunot bo obtained. Good charactor, 
youth, and a feir amount of scholarship, 
togothor with the probability of proving nn 
efliciont instructor of youth, aro in such a 
case sufficient to sccure a temporary ap- 
pointinent on trial, Tt is in the power of 
any person go appointed to obtrin a full 
cortifionte of compotency, after satisfactorily 
undergoing probation for a sufficient period. 
Many of tho Side School tenchers, however, 
possess suporior qualifications, and only hold 
their present appointments in the hopo of 
securing highor positions as they fall vacant, 

With « view to avoid tho inconvenionco 
which might onsno if a tencher’s ongagoment 
could not be dotermined by the School 
Committee, “without fixing upon him tho 
stigma of orime or moral delinquency,” it 
hag beon provided that all Snygagemonts 
undor the Education Ordinanco shall be 
deamed yearl engagements which may 
be detoxmined, after the expiry of the first 
year, by throo months’ notios on elthor side 5 
but, ad a means of protection from improper 
und undue local dnnentces, no Kehoot Com- 
mitles has power to determina a teacher's 
engagomont without the sanction of tho 
Board proviously obtained, A. competent, 
prudent, and faithful teacher's tenwo of 
office mny, therefore, he regarded os quite 
fixod and secure. 

The Board, out of funds voted by tho 
Provincial Council, pays salaries at the fol- 
Towing rates i—To head-mastors of Grammar 
fchoolg, £200 ; Main Schoolteachors, £100 ; 
hide School teachers and school-mistresses, 
£75; ‘Temporarily ~ subsidized School 
teachors, £60 ; sowing teachers, £25 
and these salaries are augmented by the 
School Committees from tho achool fees, 
subscriptions, or other monays raised lo- 
cally, ‘Tho Board also evects the school- 
houses andl the tenchers’ residences, and 
supplies maps and other school appli- 
ances. It pays two-thirds of tho coat of 
keeping tho school buildings in ropair, the 
whalaot the salaries of upil-teechers and the 
sohool fees of orphan and destitute children, 
Tho remainder of the expenses are deityed 
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from tho achool fees or monoys raised locally, 
Tho school foes generally may bo regarded 
ag moderate, when the rates of wages ant 
othor remunoration ay taleon into Account, 
It was atlempted, from 1862 to 1864, to 
provide for a Jarge proportion of tho school 
exponditura by meany of local rates on, 
houses and lends ; but owing mainly, it ia 
belioved, to the great difficulty experienced: * 
in equitably and ecoonomically ‘assessing 
property in so young a Colony, tho rates wero 
abol ished in 1864, by almost gonoral consont, 

In the course of the last fifteen yenrts 
numerous portions of Innd of various 
tvens have beon seb apart as an educational 
endowment, ‘The anuunl proceeds of this 
ondowment are us yeb comparatively sinall 5 
but in comse of time these reserves will 
produce a revenue which will go fer to main- 
tain tho public schools of Otago without 
aid from the ordinmy annual revenue of tho 
Provinco or Colony, ‘hese ordinary cdu- 
cational reserves aro in addition to the 
magnificent resorve uf 200,000 acros granted 
by the Orown for the endowment of tho 

university of Otago, - 

Tho Synod of Otago has the control of « 
valuable educational endowment, and it has 
resolved to endow chairs in the University 
of Otago as tho educational fund ab its dis- 
posal may from timo to timo pexmit. 
Already the Synod hos endowed a Srofes- 
sorship of Moral nnd Mental Philosophy in 
tho Univorsity, to tho oxtont of £600 por 
annum. 

A. High School for Boys has been muin- 
tuined in Dunodin sineo 1863, This 
inatitubion was established with a view to 
innpae inatrustion in “all tho branohes of 
a liboral oducation—tho french and other 
modorn langunges, the Latin ant Qreale 
classics, muthomatios, and such other 
branches of scionco as tho advencenient of 
tho Colony and the inereago of the popula- 
tion may from time to time require” ‘Lhe 
school fees ave £8 per annum. 

A Girls’ [Ligh School was established. in 
Dunedin threa years nga, and it has been 
numeroualy attended. ‘The ordinary course 
of instruction in this school embraces a 
thorough Mnglish education, namoly, read~ 
ing, grammar, composition, elooution, his- 
tory, untural rience, geography, writing, 
avithmetio, chess-singing, drawing, Vroneh, 
and industrial work, Musio (piano), sing- 
ing (private lessons), gymnastics, dancing, 
German, anit other branches, aie taught by 
alto teachers as oxtra subjects. ‘The 
school fee for the ordinary course is LR por 
annum for the junior, and £10 for tho 
senior classes, ‘hore is a, boarding estuh- 
lishment in connection with ench of tho 

ua 
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High Schools, for tho accommodation of 
pupils from a distance, : 

‘The University in Dunedin may fitly be 
said to form tho @pestons of the public 
educational system of Otago, A. vory 
handsome, commodious, and centrally-situ- 
ated stone building, which is reported to 
have cost over £30,000, has been set apart 
as a University. As already mentioned, 
200,000 acres of Jond have been gianted as 
an endowment for this institution. The 
present rental of this valuable estate is 
considerable, but it may be regarded as 
trifling in comparison with what may be 
reasonably expected when tho existing 
leases full in, The following chairs have 
already been instituted and filled by dis- 
tinguishedgraduntes of British Universities ; 
yiz.—Classies (including Latin, Greek, and 
the English language and literature), mathe- 
matics and natural philosophy, chemistry 

» (theoretical und practical), and mental and 
moral philosophy, A fifth chair (anatomy 
and physiology) has been recently resolved. 
upon, and steps have been taken to seouro 
the services of a competent professor from 
the Home country. Arrangements havo 
also heon made for the delivery of lectures 
on Jaw, mineralogy, and other subjects 
during the university session. Tho ayerago 
attendance of students during the three 
sessions already past has been about eighty, 

A valuable and carefully-selected library 
for the University is in the course of form- 
ation, It is intended that this library shall 
also, to @ Inrge extent, sorve the purposes of 
a free public library. A. suite of rcomes in 
the University building is ocoupied as a 
Provincial Museum, under the curatorahip 
of Captain ILutton, who is already widely 
known asan able and enthusiastic naturalist, 
‘fhe contents of the Museum ara, even now, 
vomparatively numerous and valuable, and 
it is expected that a separate and suitable 
building for 2 Museum will bo created 
hofora long, 

A School of Axt has been maintained in 
Dunedin for the last four years, under a 
very skilful and enthusiastic master, who, 
in addition to teaching the classes in the 
institution, gives regular instruction to 
nearly « thousand of the elder pupils of the 
publio schools in the city and suburbs. 
‘The school was attended in 1873 hy twonty- 
seven teachers and pupil-teachers, by thirty- 
five Indies nt the afternoon class, and by 
eighty artisans and youths in the evenings, 
Tnstraction is given in freehand drawing ; 
outline from copies and from the round ; 
shading and painting from copies and from 
the round ; painting from nature, in water. 
coloura and oil; drawing and painting the 
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human figure; designing, practical geometry 
perspective, mechanical and architectural 
drawing, &, ‘Tho drawings and paintings 
already exeouted by a number of the stu- 
dents in tho soveral classea ovinco great 
talont and industry. ‘Tho drawing-mastor 
reports that the good conduob aud diligence 
of the students whilo in school are * beyond 
all praise.” ‘Tho school is alrendy in 
possession of an oxtonsive and valuable 
collection of ersts, models, copies, &o., and 
additions are nade to it from time to time, 
Tho School of Art is ut present accommo- 
dated in tho Univorsity building, bub it is 
oxpected that a snitablo building will soon 
be ected for this valuable and useful 
institution, 

Athonswums, Mechanics’ Institutes, and 
publio libraries,* to the numbor of about 
eighty, are in successful operation throngh- 
out the Province, Thoso institutions are 
very liberally aided by the Provincial 
Government, both as regards the orcction 
of buildings and the procuring of books, 
“Tn nearly every town of the Province 
there is now a xeading-room in connection 
with tho publio ciroulating libavy. ‘They 
aro supplied, in greator or less abundance, 
with nowspapers and tha standard English 
periodicals, and aro duily resorted to by the 
miembors, Somo of thom aro open during 





* «7 wont round tho town [Lawronco}, 
and visiled tho Athentum, or toading-voom, 
In all these towns there nro Hbratios, and 
the books ave slrongly bound and woll 
thumbed. Carlyle, Macanlay, and Dickens 
ave corlainly bottor known 10 small coms 
munities in Now Zealand than thoy aro to 
similar congregations of mon and women ab 
home. Tho sohvols, hospitals, ronding-rooma, 
and Univoraity wore all thora, and all in 
neofnl operation ; so that life in the Provinao 
[of Otago] may bo said to bo a happy life, 
and ono in which mon and womon may aud 
do have food to cai: and clothes to wear, 
hooks to vond, and education to onuble them 
to road the books.”—Anthony ‘Ivollopo’s 
“ Australian and Now Zealand,” vol. IL, pp. 
836 and 847, London oflition, 

“The progress achieved in all tho other 
eloments of material prosperity is equall 
remarkable; while the Provinoial Connell 
has mndo noble provision for primary, 
secondary, and industrial schools; for hoa. 
pitals and benovolens asyluma, for Atho- 
nouns and Schools of Art, and for tho new 
University, which is to be openad al Dunedin 
next year,"—From a despatch respooting 
Otago, by Governor Sir George Bowon, in 
1871; quoted by Trollope, who follows np 
the extraot by the afatoment, ‘I found this 
to be all tryna,” 
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the entire day and evening, somo only in 
tho evoning.” Ibis stated in tho Mducation 
Report for 1872, upon good authority, “ that 
the public library bool wore not only to 
be sean in tho moro comfortable and ne- 
cessible divollings in tho sottled districts, 
but that 4t was no uncommon thing to find 
reeenbly-published English books of a high 
class, bearing the Bontd’s stamp upon them, 
in the shepherd's solitary nbodo among tho 
hills, and in the digger’s hut in gullies ac- 
coxsiblo only by mountain bridlo-tracks,” 
The Dunedin Athenwnm and Mechanics’ 
Tnatituto possesses a handsome and commo- 
dious building, a valuable library, and avory 
largo roll of mombors, ‘Tho Otago Instituto 
for the promotion of Art, Science, Litora- 
ture, and Philosophy, has beon established 
for about four years, and haga large number 
of members, and a library of books relating 
principally to natural history and science. 
The public schools and other educational 
institutions of Otago avo wholly unsectarian. 
It is provided by tho Education Ordinance 
that in evory public school, “tho hol 
Scriptures shall bo read daily ;” that “ such 
reading shall be cithor ab the oponing or 
close of the school, as may be fixed by the 
teachor ;” and that “no child whose parent 
or guardian shull object, shall bo bound to 
attend at such times,” ‘The teachers under 
the Board have been enjoined to avoid the 
uso of reading books or toxt books, and tho 
employment in the course of ordinary school 
instruction of any words or expressions, cal- 
oulated to givo just ground of offence to tho 
mombora of any roligious denomination. Tho 
Bonvd has also onjoined that “no roligious 
eatechiam or roligiony formulary which is 
distinctive of any particular donomiuation 
or soot, shall bo taught during the school 
hours in any school connected with tho 
Board.” ‘The publio achoola aro conse- 
quently abtonded hy the childvon of parents 
belonging 40 atl denominations and xcots, 
Tn Sutedin and a fow of the Jargor towns, 
schooly have beon established in connection 
with the Roman Catholic Ghuroh, . In 
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addition to a numorously-ationded Roman 
Catholic clomentary school, there is in 
Dunedin a day and boarding school for the 
higher eduention of girls, under the chargo 
of an accomplished Indy superioress nnd 
other highly-qualified teachers, ‘Tho first 
day school in the Provinco in conneolign 
with tho Episcopal Ohureh has quito TO 
cently been opened in Dunedin, Thoro are 
no weok-cay schools maintained in connec- 
tion withnny other religious body, but almost 
ovory congregation of tho different donomi- 
nitions has a Sunday-school or schools, 

In Dunedin and somo of tho more 
populous localities, there aro also private 
clomentary and upper schools, conduoted 
with moro or loss success, and aftendod in tho 
agerogate bya consiterable number of pupils, 

There is now pn comparatively largo 
number of Provincial and other exhibitions 
to tho Grammar Schools, the Boys’ and the 
Girls’ Tigh Schools, and the University. 
These oxhibitions are of tha annual valuc 
of about £30, and are open for compatition 
to pupils of the public schools, and the 
othor youth of tho Province, of both sexes, 

Tho total numbor of pupils who aitended 
the Public Elementary and Grammar 
Schools of Otago in the course of the year 
1872, was 9,828, ‘The numbor of schools 
was 127, in which 190 teachors of all Ikinds 
wore employed, ‘fho number of scholars 
in these schools learning the higher rules of 
arithmetic, during 1872, was 867 5 algebra 
or goomotry, 211 ; English grammar, 3,021 ; 
geography, 4,125 ; British history, 2,284 ; 

atin, 337; Groot, 10; Fronoh, 242; 
deawing ox mapping, 1,426 : book-keeping, 
267; ringing from nolos, 2,223 ; rowing 

rirls), 2116, ‘ho allondance at the Boys’ 
Tigh School reached 137 during the sumo 
year; and 126 wero envolled ay pupils of 
the Girls’ High School. ‘the numbor af 
students who attended the University in 
1872 was 70. 

‘The following ts a summary of tho oxpon- 
diture on public school education for the 
year 1872 ;—~ 
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The amount voted by tho Provincial 
“Council at its last session’ was £18,000 for 
the erection’ and enlargomont of school 
buildings during the year 1873-74. Tho 
sum voted for the current expenses of tho 
schools during the same porjod was £25,676, 
‘This is inolusive of the reserved rents. 

The newspaper must be recognized as & 
most important educational power, The 
following ia & aummary of the newspapers 
at present published in the Provinco :-- 
Two morning and one gvening daily, one 
tri-weelly, three bi-weekly, twvolve weekly, 
and six monthly newspapers or periodicals, 
They ave for the most part conducted with 
ability and spirit, and ave well supported 
by the public, 

There can be no doubt that the numerous 
and excellent educational facilities now 
existing and in contemplation, together 
with the great salubrity and the bracing 
and invigorating qualities of tho climate of 
New Zealand, affecting most beneficially, 
ag thoy cannot fail to do, the mental vigour 
of both teachers ond scholars, will render 
possible to the youth of Olngo a degree 
of intellectual strength and development 
scarcely attainoble, and certainly not to bo 
surpassed, by the youth of any of the other 
colonies of Britain, 


Hosrivans anv Ciaritanpe 
Insvrrurions. 


In Dunedin, a substantinlly-built, com- 
modious, and well-ventilated central hos- 
pital is maintained at tho solo cost of the 
Government, to which patients are admitted 
free, and have immediate attention from 
the resident surgeon ond stated visits from 
the Provincial surgeon, The cost of this 
nospital for tho Iasé yoar was £4,046, In 
addition to the inmates in this and all the 
other hospital, out-door patients havo 
advico given and medicine dispensed free 
of cost, IF patients are able and willing to 
pay, they are charged xeasonable rates. 
‘The reason why the Dunedin hospital is 
supported solely at public cost ia, that 
patients whoso diseases are chronic or of 
jong standing are removed from the other 
hospitals into it, At Invercargill, Oamaru, 
Lawrence, Quocnstown, Dunstan, Switzer’s, 
and Naseby, hospitals are also established, 
supported by publio contributions and 
grants in uid to an equal amount from the 

overnnent, 

A. Benevolent Institution, under the 
management ofa committes of citizens, has 
been éatablished at Caversham. Itis afine 
brick and stone building, and is intended 
for young children who may be orphans or 


desertet, and. for infirm ‘persons, ‘The 
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Government contributed largely to tho cost 
of the building, and subsidizo subscriptions 
and collections et the same rate as for 
hospitals, ‘Lho amount contributed by the 
people last year for this patriotic institution 
was £6,956, and the Government jrivo an 
equal sum, ; 

The Lunatia Asylum for the Province has 
been erected adjacent to Dunedin, and is 
sustained at an annual cost of aboub £4,600, 
Tnmates possessed of menns, or having 
frionds willing to contribute, oa bo lotlged 
in separato apartinonts from the main build- 
ing, Tver thing which oxporionce has shown 
to be for the bonolit of this unforLunato olass 
has beon provided, Gardons, bowling-groons, 
cricket, concerts and balls, togothor with 
whatever may conduce to rolieve this and- 
dest of all misfortunes, i8 carefully od 
regularly supplied: 

An Industrial and Reformatory School 
has also beon established, to which tho 
Magistrates have power to commit neglected 
and oriminal children for a given number 
of years, to whom trades or occupations are 
taught, Tho children are brought upin the 
religion of their paventa, so far as that can 
bo ascertained, and to their welfnro, attor 
heing discharged, attontion is paid. ‘Mo 
cost of maintenance for the past year was 
£1,439. Parents are compelled, when able 
or found, to pay for tho maintonanco of 
their children at this school. Tho practical 
result of tho institution ia that orlme is 
nipped in the bud, tho police et in- 
structions to bring all neglected children 
hefore tho Magistrates, 

Tavoronrgill has also had a Ragged School 
in oporation for somo years, which is anb- 
sidized by tho Govornmont at the same rete 
ag hospitals, . 

Within tho Inst fow months, a Vomale 
Refuge or Tome has been set on foot in 
Dunedin, the management of which is con» 
fided to a committes of philanthropic Iadion, 
and to which the public revenue has contil- 
buted £350. ~ 

Duting the past year, the Provineial 
Government has also paid for the sorviao of 
chaplains for the various institutions in town, 
£300; to medical officer for vaccination, 
£180 ; for roliof to deatitute persons, £191 ; 
and for burying the indigont, £120: show- 
ing 2 total amount contributed from public 
funds and private charities for the year 
onded 30th June, 1878, of £26,000, 
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Institutions of » more private and lesa 
protentious character, but at the anme time 
not lose valuable or worthy of notice, ara 
numerous, Friendly Socioties, inatitnicd to 
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sholp mombors in time of need, aro plonti- 
Sul, largely pupporled, and in a flourishing 
condition, Tho great majority of the in- 
habitants of every class belong to oithor 
Oddfellows, Foresters, Masonic, Templar, 
or Tomporance Lodges, and receive the ad- 
vantages, if they ao choose, acoruing from 


thove waoful and woll-managed bodies. The i 


Calodoninn Sooisty also comes under the 
sume class, sponding a good portion of its 
funds in reliving onses of distress, inciting 
to emulution, and providing evening classes 
foy the benefit of apprentices and lads en- 
goged during the thy and anxious to im- 
prove their education, ‘Tho latest bodies 
of the kind that havo been started are called 
“Qounty Associations,” in which sottlors 
who come from the two most northerly 
counties in. Scotland, Caithness and Suther- 
land, have taken tho initiative, These 
nasoctations have as theix leading features, 
aasisting poorer county-folks 10 come to this 
land of promise, and giving thom assistance 
and advice on arrival. 'T! ought last men- 
tioned, tho Fire Brigado is of high import- 
anco, the members generously, without 
compensation, denying thémsclyes many 
comforts and undortaking dangerous risks, 
in tho beneficent work of saving lifo and 
property at fires. 


Covraans ayp ornur [louses, 


The demand for dwelling-houses in the 
towns and country districts oxceeds the 
supply, consequontly rentsarohigh, this boing 
ono of the fow disadvantages immigrants 
hove to contend with in the Province. In 
Dunedin, a smell colinge of only two apari- 
monts cannot bo had under 7s, « week, and 
four-roomed houses rate from 128. to 14s, a 
weolt, and ib ix difficult to find any even 
ab theso rents, Although buildings aro 
being pub up as fast ns men can be obtained 
to eredt them, tho supply doos not overtake 
the demand, To country towns and districts 
the samo romarks apply as to scarcity, but 
the rent are somewhat lowor. 

‘What the working olasses ave doing, and 
what now nivale will find to be to their 
advantage to attend to as soon as possible 
is, fo seouro each ascotion on which to build 
houses of their own, According to tho 
locality, the prices of sections vary. In 
Govornment townships the upset price is 
from £3 per quarter acre; in private town- 
ahips it is much highor, In the suburbs of 
Dunedin, prices rango from £50 a quarter 
acre, nnd the terms of payment are one- 
third cosh, and the balanco spread over two 
or threo years, at eight por cont. interest, 
Tho building sooicties, and in somo cases 
the sellers of tho land, aro willing to ndvanco 
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money to enable the purshaser to buy the 
material necessary to build tho house, 
charging reasonable interest, and taking 
payment by inetalmonts. 4 

‘he cost of a cottage of four rooms, with 
provision for extension at a futuro time, 
may bo fairly seb down at about 6160, 
inelading oyorything. 

Taking 2 madorate oxample : Suppose a 
Inbourer to ean, with broken timo, £2 0 
wook, equal to 104 a year, lis family 
averaging fivo members, can live vory wall 
on 3s, & day, malcing per week £1. Ls. 5 
firewood and clothing, 5, ; rent or intorost, 
&ec,, 8s. ; total per weeks, £1, 14s, ; leaving 
Gs. a weok, or, say, £16 a year to the good, 
In thivteon years the whole cost of his pro- 
perty would bo cleared off, ‘This caso does 
not take into account the reduction of in- 
torest as tho debt is boing paid off, nor any 
earnings the younger members of the 
fomily may make. These aro a, set-off 
against school foes and any family addi- 
tions, or other contingencies, There aro 
few stendy Inbourers but can earn more 
than the above estimate, and livo ab con- 
sidorably less expense, while mechanics and 
skilled workers will double the amount, 


ApyantAais orvenep ‘to Lanourms 
AND OTHERS, 


It is to most people a sovero trial to 
sevor the link that binds them to Ifome. 
fo leave tho land of their birth, tho land 
of their sixes, with all its associations and 
relationships, and iy their chanca, in a 
foroign land, capecially if that Jend be an 
unknown one and. inhabited by a strango 
moo, requires a daring and dotomuined 
spirit, ‘Tho xtlractions which Otago pro 
sonis Lo the indonding omigrant remove, to 
a Invge oxtont, thoso formidable objootions. 
‘The appearance of the country, ile climate, 
its people, and its inspitutions, will mako 
tho immigrant fool ab once at home, It 
offers 10 the workman tenfold better chances 
of bettering his condition than tho over- 
crowded countrios of Europe afford. Tt 
‘will he his own fault if ho does not succeed 
and prosper, Io ig surrounded with all 
the advantages and with nono of the disad- 
vantages to which ho has been acoustomed, 
To has a largo variety of occupations from 
which to select, 23 man do not stick very 
atriotly 0 thoir own trades ; he has # fino, 
healthy, bracing climate in which to work; 
if his ocoupation be outdoor, the number of 
daya in tho year on which he can worl ia 
moro than in Britain ; his hours of Iabour 
ave shorter, boing cight, and if he work 
overtime it is at inoroased wages 5 his daily 
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ay is at least one-half more than at Home, 
Pst the price of provisions is considerably 
gheaper, clothing almost as cheap, and for 
Jess fuel for firing is required. Io can in 
a short time, by the exereiso of ordinary 
economy} save as much as will enablo him 
to buy asection of land and build a house 
of his own, with a garden attached, in 
which he can employ himself in his leisure 
hours, Ample provision is mado for the 
education of his children, so that, if so 
inclined, he can enter them ab the infant 
school and cary them through a college or 
university training, Let his religious belief 
be what it may, ho hag liberty to follow it, 
and in most eases he will find professors of 
the same faith with whom ho cun associate, 
Libravies and reading-rooms are numeraus, 
and can be joined ata cheap rate, Ie has 
abundant means of reoreation and_amuse- 
ment to which he can resort, Savings~ 
banks, and building and friendly societies, 
in which he can placo his savings, aro on 2 
sure footing and in a prosperous condition, 
and the credit of the Colony is the security 
for his life assurance, Ha has as orderly 
and law-oboying » community as anywhere 
oxista from which to choose his circle of 
frends, ‘Thevo is scarcely a parish or town 
in Seotland, England, or Ireland from which 
an immigrant can arrive, without finding 
an old acquaintance or friend to bid « heart; 
welcome, and perhaps renew former inti- 
macy— 1a settlors who came from tho samo 
* country ” ave forming associations to facili- 
tate this object, Goad matalled roads opon 
4p the country in all directions, and for ten 
shillings he will get a seat in a fow-horso 
coach to carry him a fifty-miles’ journe 
and Back again ; and in a year or two rail. 
ways will convey him to the extrome ends, 
north or south, aud for 2 cousiderablo dis- 
tango into the interior of the Province, If 
he ig a farmer, there is abundanco of first- 
olass Jand from which io mako his soleetion, 
and he can choose the conditions on whieh 
to pay for it, ivory implomont ho may 
require can be obtnined cheaply, of tho 
neweat pattern, of the best workmanship, 
andon tho shortest notice, For drainage 
and nrtificial manures ho will be at little 
cost, The weather for aced-timo and har- 
veatis highly favourable, and o rendy and 
profitable market awaits his crops, for which 

6 fs paid ab once in cash, Ile has no 
obnoxions gamo, hypotheo, or entail laws 
to hinder his prosperity, and the foot of 
the tax-gathorat rarely tronds his threshold, 


Huyts to Eatrannts, 


In providing an outfit, emigrants should 
not encumber themselves witha largo stook 
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of clothing or furniluro, Thoy will find, 
on arrival, that everything required enn bo 
procured ab vory little mova money than at 
Romo, and dress cam be adaptud to tho 
fashions of tho place, All thut is nocossary 
is simply enough to keop dhem comfortable 
during the voynge. A fow pounds in ensh 
in the pocket will be of mora adyuntage 
than largo boxes filled with bed and body 
clothes ; the exponse of storing ox moving 
about from place to placo is sorious, ‘Choy 
shonld bring any surpls monoy by Wank 
draft or post-oflleo ordor, and not in gold or 
notes, aa these may ho logt, whilst tho 
monoy ordor is gato, On arrival, if Urey 
havo frionds who oxpect thom, no tine 
should bo fost in joining thom, os staying 
about the town is vory unprofitable. ‘The 
immigration agent will furnish, on this as 
well ns othor subjects, overy information as 
to the cheapest and best routo to he taken, 
Coaches and steamers start daily for all 
parts of the Provinee, and fares ayo vory 
reagonable, Tf the immigrant is looking 
out for work, ho should not bo too particular 
inaccepling an offer, although it is nob just 
what ho wants: far bettor to sot to work at 
once, than to idlo about and got a doubtful 
name ; nor should he be oxorbitaut in do- 
manding extreme wages, for however good 
a tradesman he may be, e man with colonial 
expericnce is more valued and sought for 
than a “now chum,” though wv short timo 
will put tho “now chum” on his propor 
Jeval. Diffuront trades ov branches of trudo 
re nol yet nicely or narrowly doflned in 
the Proyinca, so‘that a gardoner is gonontlly 
expected. to bo able and willing to groom iv 
horse and drive him ; young mon and lads 
for country work will bo required to mille 
cows, as that pmb of dairy husbandvy fs 
usually porformed by males; and artisans 
ab times may Mud ib to thoie advantage to 
be able to handle a pick und shovel, porhnps 
on a now gold-feld, or ta wark on the har 
vest field hehind the renper or mowor, hon 
the procions frufis of the garth avo in danger 
of being lost from want of labour to gather 
and garner them. In a now county, fu 
man should not only bo ready to ten his 
hand to anything, but alyo to keap his oyos 
on overything going on avound. fin, 0 
does not know what may bo his position in 
a fow yeara, or what grant improvomonts on 
old notions his observation may onable hin 
to affect, 

Immigrants should Iond. with a firin do- 
termination to prosper ; and by atendy 
perseverance, sobriety, and strict attention 
to o few simple points, success is cortnin, 

They should carefully avoid taking up 
too soon with casily- formed nssovintes : 
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although such may tum ont, in the long 
run, good frionds, there is tho danger of 
thoir boing the reverse, Avoid frequenting 
hotols ng foras possible: in thomselves hoy 
are nocessary inglitutions, bué they are 
not intonded for working mon, ¢specially 
strangers, whoso own homes are in tho 
nojghbonrhood of their work, Avoid got- 
ting into debt for domeatio articles. Buy 
provisions, clothing, fucl, and furniture for 
ersh, ‘This can ensily be dono by arranging 
for wages boing paid weekly or fortnightly, 
aud if the amount is not sufficiont to obtain 
some amall article considered necossnry, 
bottor wait v week than havo it on credit, 
Shake off the bad, rainous habits of pass 
books, so common at home, and in a new 
country strike out a good and prosperous 
course, By so doing, better goods will bo 
obtained né cheaper rates, their custom will 
be sought after by the best shopkeepers, 
and easy mindy will be the result. “ Out 
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Tounpation anp Desay. 


‘Lan foundation of tho Province of Cantor- 
bury dates from 1848, in which year a 
number of mon of influonce in England, 
including the Archbishop of Onntorbury, 
Lord Lytiolton, and the prosont Duke of 
Manchester, formod themselves into what 
was called the “ Cantorbury Association for 
Pounding a Settlomont in Now Zealand,” 
which was incorporated by Royal Charter 
in 1840. Pho portion of the Colony in 
which tho Agsoointion was to catablish its 
membora was for some time not fixed, ns it 
was doubifal whether the plain adjacant to 
Banks Poninsule, or a tract of land near 
Wairarapa and Manawatu, in the present 
Provines of Wollinglon, was the bottor 
adapted for their requirements, Captain 
wftorwards Sir George) Grey, the then 

overnor of Now Zenland, in a despatch 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
dated Decombor Cth, 1848, somewhat 
strongly advocated the choice of the latter 
district ; but a great obstacle to the carrying 
out of this idea was found in the diMenlyy 
Of nequixing the land on reasonable terms 
from tho Native owners, On the other 
hand, tho wholo of the onormons tract of 
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of debt, out of danger,” Hixceptions to 
this ynlo are—Obtaining land on deferred 

iments, and bomowing money from 

nilding societies to oreot 2 dwolling- 
house. In theso cases, the debtaris to a 
eettain extent his own creditor, and parti- 
ciprtes in tho profile which ho assists 10 
make. Practise a rigid economy for & year 
or two, rugality of habits, and denial 
of somo of those Iuxuries and pleasures 
which oldor sobtlors indulge in, will be of 
rent advantage, ‘Tako gront enro to save 
the fist hundrod sovercigns, Tt is fir more 
difficult to save tho first than the second 
or any subsequent hundied, as the profits 
of the fist go a long way to mek its 
gtlccostors, 

With attention to this advice, and with 
the ordinary prudence and common senso 
for which Britons are colebrated, the immi- 
giants will bless the day they landed in 

tago nnd made it their home, 
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country lying between tho river urunui 
the southern bonndary of Nolson) and 
ors Chalmers, or Otngo, and atrotching 
from sea to sea, lind alveady been caded hy 
tho Maorl owners to tho Ruropeans, On 
August 26th, 1848, Govornor Grey for 
warded to tho Secretary of Stato for tho 
Colonies » copy of the agreement by which 
tho chiefs and people of the Nienitahu tyiho 
formally mado oyer to Colonel Walrofield, 
wont of tho Now Zealand Company, all 
the country comprising what are now Jenown 
as tho Canterbury Provines, the Province 
of Westland, and great part of Otago, for 
@ compuatively sniall eum of money, ‘This 
cession did not, howaver, include Banks 
Poninsuln ilaclf, ng tho Natives had alread: 
sold the whole of thab block to a J'rench 
Company, whose settlers were actually re- 
aiding on if. Tho New Zealand Company 
mado no attempt to colonize tho Inyo area 
they thus acquired, further than by handing 
ovar to the now Canterbury Assoviation ait 
extont of 1,000,000 acres on tho plains, 
‘This was afterwards inereaged to 2,400,000 
acres, In 1849, Captain Thoms, agont for 
the Assoviation, wioto from Auckland to 
Governor Grey, stating that he bad ev 
amined the harbour of Porl Cooper and tho 
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surrounding country, and having found the 
Jand suitable for the purposes of the Asso- 


ciation, he formally requested His Excol- 
Jeney’s sanction to Port Cooper as the site 
of the Canterbury settlement, ‘This was 
granted ; the surveys of the harbour and 
plains were at once pushed. on, and prepara- 
tions made for receiving the settlers sent 
out by the Association, In the meantime, 
negotiations were also being carried on 
Detiveen the New Zealand Company and 
the French Association who held possession 
of Banks Peninsula ; and on Octobor 12th, 
1849, the divectors of the former Company 
announced to the Colonial Office that thoy 
had taken over all the property and interests 
of the French, or Nanto-Bordelaise, Com- 
pany, in New Zealand, forthesum of £4,500, 

On December 16th, 1850, tho frat 
emigrant ship from England arrived at 
Pork Cooper, and the actual commencement 
of the settlement may be said to have thon 
taken place, . 

Tho design of the Cantorbury Associa- 
tion, as put forward in the prospectus 
issued in 1848, was to establish in New 
Zealand o settlement complete in itself, 
having ag little connection as possible with 
the other centres of population in tho 
Colony, nnd composed entirely of members 
of the United Church of Great Britain and 
Trelund, The Committee of Management 
Proposed to reserve to themselves the right 
‘of refusing to allow any person of whom 
they might disapprove to become an origi- 
nol purchaser of land.” This is not the placo 
to disouss the theory of the scheme of tho 
founders, nor to detail tho rpid stops by 
which tho Church of England scttlement, as 
proposed, became an ordinary community 
of mixed donominations. It will bo sufi- 
eient to say that long bofore the establish- 
ment of representative governmont for tho 
Colony, by Act of the Imperial Parliament 
in 1852, grave doubts were expressed, oven 
by some of the managers of the Association 
themselves, of the success of this part of 
the scheme ; and, in point of fact, Canter. 
bury offered so many material and temporal 
advantages to immigrants of all kinds and 
classes, that the wall of exclusiveness was 
soon broken down, and the communit' 
became, like all other communities, an 
aggregation of gottlexs from various countries 
and of various denominations, 

‘The affairs of the Canterbury Associ- 
ation word managed in England by 1 Com- 
inittea, and Mr. John Robert Gadley was 
gent oud by them to conduct their publio 
business in New Zealand, Mr, Godley 
arrived in Canterbury in the 1850, 
and reniained aa its resident official head 
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until 1863: theu, the elevation of the 
sotiloment into ono of tho Provinces of 
Now Zealand, under “Phe Constitution 
Act, 1852,” and the annulling of all previous 
charters to the separate little colonies, 
rendered tho further contiimance of the 
Aasociation necdless, During bis torm of 
office, Mr, Godley’s romarkuble energy, 
activity, and carnestness of purpose con~ 
tributed most powerfully to tho suecoss of 
tho settlement, and ho Tot Now Zealand 
for England followed by tho gonoral regret 
of tho colonists—rogret which was inoransed 
by tho knowledgo that his unwenviod 
attention to his work, and 4o the welfare of 
those under his charge, had entailed upon 
him a permanent loss of health and 
strength, Tho first suporintondent of 
Oanterbury undor the new Act was Mi. 
Sunes Rdaword Pitzgerald, anothor original 
member of tho Association, who held offlee 
till 1857, Ife was succeeded by Mv. 
William Softon Moorhouse, Superintendent 
from 1867 10 1863; Mr. Sumuol Bealoy 
from 1863 to 1866 ; Mr. Moorhouse again 
till 1868 ; and Mr, William Relleston from 
1868 to tho present time, 

In the threo years which olapsed botaveon 
tho arrival of tho first settlers and the meot- 
ing of the first Provincial Counoil, tho 
Canterbury settlement mado romarkable 
progress, and actually bocame in that short 
timo not only self-supporting, butablo to ox~ 
port largely to othor colonies, This progress 
has been, almost without a check, continued 
to tho present time, Tho rovenues of tho 
Province, both from salos of Crown lands 
and from other sources, have beou alendily 
and rapidly inevensing, In 1868 Ma 
Godley Was able to announce to tho frlends 
of tho Colony in England thet the Provinos 
of Canterbury alone, with a population at 
that time of 7,000, raised a royonue of 
£96,000 ; sevon timos ag much, por head, as 
the revenue of England, and nearly twice 
as much, por head, ag tho rovonue of tho 
Colony of Victoria, “ the richeat community 
in tho world up to this timo” This, of 
course, was oxolusive of the revennte mised 
in the Province for the general colonial pur- 

joxes of New Zealand. Jor tho year onding 

eptember 30th, 1873, tho revenues of tho 
Provinoa of Opnterbury, ‘also oxolusive of 
Colonial revenue, amounted to slmoat 
£660,000, the estimated population boing 
53,700. 

Bounpantes, Anna, ann Puysioan 
Fuarunss, 


Canterbury contains that portion of iho 
Middle Island, bounded on tho North by 
the river Hurunui (the southern boundary 
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of Nelson), on the east by the sea, on tha 
west by a line drawn along the ridgo of tha 
Southern Alps (the boundary of Westland), 
and on tho south by the river Waitaki (tho 
northorn boundary of Otago).:: Tho: aren of 
the Praviuce is about 8,693,000 acres, of 
which 2,600,000 form a vast plain sloping 
gently down. from the mountain ranges to 
the sen, ‘There aro also largo tracts of 
undulating downs cxpablo of oultivation, 
On the easter edge rss Banks Peninsula, 
a hilly district, comprising about 250,000 
aores, and composed of a number of peal, 
ridges, and basins, the romains of long-ex- 
tinct volonnaes, ‘he capital of the Proyinco 
is Ohvistohurch, situated on the plain at the 
northern edge of, the peninsula, and about 
five miles from tho sea, on the sinall river 
Avon, ~ Christchurch propor contains an 
avon of rather more than one mile square, 
with (in 1871) 7,931 inhabitants; bnt largo 
numbers of peoplo reside outside tho city 
itself, and tho population of tho tuwn and 
its immediate aiburbs was, in that year, 
12,466, . ho port’ town is Lyttelton, on 
the harbour of Pork Coopor, one of the 
basins of Banks Peninsula, connected with 
Ohristehiveh by t railway, having a tunnel 
through tho hills, Its population in 1871 
was 2,651, In tho northorn part of tho 
Provinces thore are. the towns of Kainpoi 
{pe tiation 868), Rangiora, Leithfiold, und 
Oxford, besides many smallor villages, 
West of Christchurch thovo is no importivut: 
town, Lo thd south aro Limare (population 
1,418), -Goraldino, Tomula, Rekburton, 
Southbridge, Teston, &e,, and many 
villages, ~ On. tho sponinsula itself aro 
Alcavow. (on fine harbour), and smaller 
adtilamonts in almost avory hay, ha 
population. above, of the towns, is talon 
from tho vonsua returns of 1871 ; owing to 
Nitural inorease and inunigration, the num- 
bers ‘have-sineo then heen considerably 
onlarged: Tho total poprlation of tho 
Provinea in 1871, was 46,801 ; and ab tho 
6nd of 1873 it was ostimated atubont 64,000. 
Brom. the . movintain. ranges on tho west 
to tho-rea on tho cast many: rivors flow 
norosy the Cunterbury plain. As a rule, 
those - tivors ‘ave. oxtremely rapid, not 
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running in doop. stroams. between wall- 
defied ‘banks, but shallow and flowing on 
shingle beds, sometimes more than a mile 
wide. Tho chief. of these are tho Wai- 
makariri, the Ralcaia, the Rangitata, and on 
the northorn aud southern boundaries, the 
Huranui and Waitaki, Smaller. ones ‘aro 
the Waiparn, Ashley; Selwyn, Ashburton, 
Hinds, Opihi, &e, ‘These rivers whon low 
aro, as a rulo, ensily forded, but whon in 
flood are often very dangerous, Thay are, 
however, now rapidly being bridged, and in 
& year or two fhore will be no dango on 
the main lines of road-in the Province, 
Ounterbury is divided for various pur. , 
poses into sovaral distriots—Tirat, Gonoral 
Assembly clectoral districts, returning 
twelve members + second, twenty-four Pro- 
vineial Council districts, returning thirty~ 
nine mombers; third, thirty-oight road 
districts, administered by Boards of five 
members ouch, having the control of the 
roads and smaller bridges—these do not 
inolude the towns of Christchurch, Lyttelton, 
Kaiapoi, and Timaru, which aro pre. 
‘our odu- 


‘vy Municipalities ; fourth, eighty- 0 
cational districts, - As population and 


sottlement progress tho numbers of theso 
will he inerensed. 
is in ono way or another included in the 
above divisions, and ns the general character 
of the country does not vary much, it is not 
possiblo to namo. any distinctive fontures 
peculiar to any ono division, ‘Tho Provinces 
imay bo considered as divided into three 
longitudinal zones — tho mountain zone, 
comprising the wholo western and part of 
tho northern portions, and almost oxclu- 
sively dovoted-to pasturayo 3 the contral or . 
plain zone, comprising. almost all the rest 


As the wholo Provineo . 


of tho Province, pastoral in those portions... . 


ag yeb.wnbdonght from tho Crown, agricul. 
tural in the res; and the peninsular or 
easton zone, partly timber-producing forest, 
partly pastoral, partly devoted’ to chore. 
niaking- and dairy farming, On January 
ist, 1678, hore werein Canterbury 2,695,860 
sheep over six months of ago ; and a rebum 
of tho-agriculiural produce of tha Provines; 
compiled in February, 1873, gavo the fol- 
lowing amounts :— 
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From the separate return published, 
showing tho acreage in cultivation and tho 
produce thereof in tho different divisions of 
the Province, it is found that the chief 
wheat-producing districts aro the Ellesmore 
and Courtenay in the centre, the Eyreton 
and the Kowai in the north, and the Geral- 
dine and Seadown in tho south, Those 
producing the most oats and barley are, for 
the north, the Kowai, Hyreton, and Mande- 
ville ; for the centre, the Courtenay, Lin- 
coln, and Ellesmere ; and for tho south, 
‘the Geraldine district, The area under 
permanent pasture is spread fairly over the 
Province. The average yiold of grain for 
the Province appears to be, for the year 
1872 — Wheat 21, oats 294, barley 19, 
bushels to the acre, and the year was not a 
favourable one, ‘The figures in the last two 
colunms do not show the whole area in 
English guasses, as there are large tracts, 
notably on the peninsula and in the more 
swampy portions of the Province, where 
English grass has spread luxuriantly with- 
out any previous cultivation, 

, The means of communication in Canter 
bury, by roads, railways, and telegraphs, 
ave being rapidly extended, The telegiaph 
system in operation includes a line, part of 
the trunk ne through tho Island, from 
north to south in the Province, with 
stations at every convenient place; and 
lines from Christchurch to Hokitika (on the 
‘West Coast), to Lyttelton, and to Akaroa, 
These telegraphs are under the direction of 
the Colonial Government, and messages are 
sent to any part of the Colony at a very 
moderate tariff, 

The roading of the Province has been 
carried on energetically since its foundation. 
Up to'the year 1863, the roads weie con- 
atiucted and maintained by the Provincial 
authorities, and in the coniparatively small 
aren to which, while settlement was as yet 
not far extended, their operations wero 
confined, the Government expended a sum 
of £280,000 on roads and bridges between 
the year 1860 and 1863. In the last- 
mentioned year, the Provincial Council 
passed the first Roads Ordinance, relegat- 
ing the administration of the roads to Boards 
elected in the several districts established 
by the Ordinance, With various amend- 
ments this system hag been maintained, so 
that there are now thirty-eight road dis- 
trict, The Boards are enabled to curry 
out theiy functions, fist, by means of granis 
from tho Provincial Treasury ; secondly, 
by granta from the Colonial Government ; 
thirdly, by yates, Inthe early yenra of the 
settlement, it was intended that, of the 
price paid to the Treasury for Crown lands, 
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£1 por aoro should bo devoted to making 
roads and bridges where the land was pur- 
chased. This plan wes, however, nol sys- 
tematically carvied out, and an arrangement 
was afterwards made that 26 por cont, of 
tho land fund should be expended in this 
divection. ‘This likewiso it was nob found 
possible to strictly porform, and the granis 
to Road Boards fiom Provincial funds haye 
been usually made according as tho oxi- 
genoies of tho public service permitted or 
prevented large appropriations to thom. 
The total sum voted to Road Boards by 
the Provincial Council, from 1863 to 
October, 1878, amounted to. rathor over 
£200,000. ‘This was exclusive of largo 
stuns spent by the Government on roads 
and the more important bridges, or in- 
stance, tho great western road from 
Chiistchurch to Iokttike absorbed about 
£160,000; andtheProvincial Council during 
one financial year alone, from Soptembor, 
1872, to September, 1873, voted £160,000 
for roads and largo bridges, beyond tho Rond 
Board giant, The second source of r0ve~ 
nue of the Boards is from grants from, the 
Colonial Government. These dato from 
1870, and depend upon annual votes of the 
Genorel Assombly. ‘Thirdly, the Boards do- 
rive revenue from rates, under tho Rounds 
Ordinances passed by the Provinoial Council 
sinco 1863. ‘Tho maximum ordinary yale 
permitted to be levied is ono shilling in 
the pound on the annual value of the pro- 
perty in the district ; but tho Board can, if 
necessary, raiso apeoial rates, not exocedin, 
two shillmgs in tho pound, for works 0: 
emergency, ‘Tho rating capubilitios of the 
different distriols vary considorably, nocord- 
ing to thoiv position and tho charactor of 
the land. 

In tho greator portion of tho Proyines, 
owing to tho level natura of tho country, 
road-inaking has not beon diMeult, and 
metalled roads are now rapidly forming a 
network over ita surface, In ome distriats 
there is greater difleulty, owing to the pro- 
senco of hills, gullies, ox streams ; “but 

erally the slate of xoad communication 
in Canterbury is very good and safe. Ih ia 
e condition of the sale of Crown lends, hat 
every section purchased aball have a road 
to it Inid off on the map, go thab no land is 
loft without the means of boing rendered 
casily nocessible, 

‘Thero are no industries peculiar to any 
one district of the Province, beyond tho 
division (not, however, woll dotined) be- 
tween its agricultural and pastoral portions, 
But mining for coal, iron ore, and other 
uinerals, atone quarries, brick and clay 
works, &o,, may be snid to bo coniined to 
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the hilly regions ; flax-mills, meat-presery- 
ing works, &¢,, to the plains, 

Lhe climate of Canterbury is, as a rulo, 
80 for like that of England that it is quite 
suited to English people, Although at 
times the wind blows very hard, and 
expecially from the N.W. in summer, yet 
thera is so little severe winter, and the 
summer heats are xo moderated. by breezes, 
that the climate may be considered an ox- 
collont one. In somo years the Province 
‘ja visited by severe droughis— one, for 
inatanes, lasting throngh the summer sea- 
son, from Septombor to April, without rain ; 
in others thers has been an excessive 1in- 
fall ; but these are exceptional cases, From 
abstraats of the monthly returns for 1872 
(a remarkably hot and dry year), it appears 
that the menu maximum temperature in 
the sun at Christchurch was 120°8° (highest, 
January, 160'2°) ; the mean minimum tom- 
perature at night 19°3° (lowest, Juno, 5'2°); 
the mean temperature in the shade for the 
yenr, 63°6°. These figures denoto an 
equablo climate peculiarly adapted to 
Englishmen ; and the effect of this is shown 
‘by the fact that trees and plants from Tome 
flourish with great luxurience, whilst othors, 
which an fnglish winter would destroy, 
grow without danger in the open air, 16 
must he understood that the above remarks 
appl chielly to tho eastern or lower part 
of the Province ; naturally, amongst the 
mountains, and higher from the sea, the 
climate .is somowhat changed, Theie is 
moro xain, more cold in wintor, and loss 
heat in summer, Bub inno part enn the 
‘Provinos bo sntd to hnve n bad or inclement 
olinate, 

Tn a report on the climate of Now 
Zowand, by Dy, Tleotor, published by com- 
mand in 1869, the annual mean temperature 
of Canterbury for the elovon previous years 
is given ns 66°1%, and the mean annual 
rainfall at Christchurch, for the same period, 
31°086 inches, 


Layp axp Layp Rneunations, 


Roughly speaking, tho Jond in Canter- 
bury may be divided into mountain and 
plain, ‘he mountains, as a rule ara too 
Ateep to Le susceptiblo of cultivation, but 
cottain numerous small valloys whioh will 
some day be woiked. Thoir sides, except 
on tho mor clovaied portions, where snow 
Ties for the greater portion of the year, ao 
well grassed and are ovcellent shesp pas- 
turo, The plain land varies considerably. 
On the onst, next to the sandhills of the 
const itself, & broad belt of remarkubly rich 
gil rung throughout ita length ; the slope 
further inlund becomes lighter and driox, 
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end in some parts stony, bat easily oulti- 
vated, and requiring generally no more 
proparation for tho plough than burniug off 
the native grasses, Tligher up is often 
found another belt of richer land, until the 
foot of the hill is reached, Tho lower 
country is well watered, and the whole plain 
is interseated by rivers, creeks, nnd wator- 
courses, theugh in the higher portions, in 
atumnier, theroare sometimes trying droughts, 
Thab the country generally js vory ‘well 
adapted for agricultme is shown by the 
guantities of the yariona corenls grown, and 


‘the excellont quality of the English grassea 


which ere now being largely cultivated 
throughout its oxtent, The lower hills, 
and moro especially the peninsula, are 
rapidy being covered with English grass 
and clover, which spread of their own. 
accord, killing the native pasture, and are, 
in consequence, every year able to carry 
larger numbors of stock, In the wetter 
and richer lands, grow large quantities of 
Phormium tenaw (native flex), and these re- 
quire to be destroyed before the land can be 
plonghed ; but the soil boncath is neunlly 
80 productive as to well repay this cost, 
and, morcover, the plant itself may, in man, 
localities, be made x soures of profit by send- 
ing it to « flax-mill, 

The principlo of the land regulations of 
Canterbury is frea sclection at a suffigiont 
price. Briefly, they may be summed up 
ay follows :~With the exception of reserves 
for towns or for publio purposes, tho whole 
of the Jand of tho Province is opon for snle 
at £2 per nore, ‘Lhe purohager has only to 
select tho pieco ho requires, put. in an appli- 
extion to the Waste Lands Board, pay tho 
prico, and_possesa the land, Ife first. re- 
ooives a Licenco to occupy,” the land is 
then surveyed ay quickly as possible, and 
a Orown grant is propared, signed by the 
Governor of New Zenlund, and handed over 
to him. Priority of application gives a 
prior right of purchase, tind sales aro held 
at Ohvisichurch twice every week, Such 
are tho main features of tho regulations, and 
that they ure successful is shown by the 
enormous quantities purchased from the 
Crown in the Jasé tvonty years; the 
acieage sold up to 1st Oatober, 1878, hoing 
1,101,683 acres, realizing 62,203,166. “Chere 
are, howevor, catain restrictions in tho 
silo 1. No acction of rural land, contain- 
ing less than 20 reves, iy sold aa above: 
pieces of less then that area are pub up to 
public auction ut an upset price of 22 por 
acre, By an Aot of tho General Assembly 
passed last session (1873), auction soles of 
such pieces ave to take place very threo 
months : the land, if not thon sold, is oper 
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to purchase at the same price, 2 Every 
section of rural land is sold in one block, 
and, except where the natural features of 
the country, or frontage lines (roads, rivers, 
public reserves, &c,) prevent it, of a rect- 
angular form. 3 All sections of rural 
land me sold subject to a right of layin; 
out a road or roads across them, if foun 
necesamy, on survey, This right of course 
ceases as soon as the Crown grant is issued. 
Until purchased from the Crown, ag 
above stated, the waste huds may be rented 
for pasturage, (All the land available for 
this’ purpose has beon long ago taken 4p) 
Tho tenant does nob receive a lease of the 
land, or acquire any right whatover to tho 
soil, or the timber growing on it, bub 
only a licence to depasture stock on it; 
any person being at liberty to buy at any 
time whorover ho pleases, provided tho 
piece he wants is not already in the posses- 
sion of another owner, or reserved by the 
Government. The pasturage rents are not 
high, The “runs,” as they are called, vary 
from 6,000 acres upwards ; and, under the 
present regulations, tho tonant pays a 
rent of £1 per 100 acies, For the year 
1873, tho pasturage rents of the Pro- 
vince amounted to £50,000, representing 
§,000,000 acres, In 1880, the whole of 
these licences cense and determine, and 
othor regulations will doubtless be made, 
Naturally, some runs, as those on the 
plains, ave constantly exposed to being pur- 
' chased. by free seleotors as freehold. Others, 
as in the hills, will only partially ever 
ba used for any other purpose than feeding 
sheep. Under the regulations of the 
Canterbury Association, the tenants of the 
wasto lands, or “ runholdors,” were allowed 
a right of pre-emption over 260 acres of 
Jand round their homesteads, Afterwards, 
this right was extended go as to cover and 
rotect certain improvements, such as fenc- 
ing, &e,, which they might erect on their 
yuna, In 1867 these provisions, having 
been found to act as a check to the settle- 
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ment of the country, and to prevent pur- 
chaso by free selectors, woro repealed, and 
re-emptive righty ara not now granted, 

‘here fre, however, considerable arena still 
heldunderthese old rights, Any poraon wish~ 
ing to pwrehuse a section in this condition 
must deposit tha price of the land (at £2 
per acre) with the Waste Landa Bond, and 
the holder of the right is allowed six wooks 
to buy the land. ho does not buy it, the 
person originally applying becomes tho 
owner, ‘Theso pre-emptive rights cease and 
determine in 1880. 

Large reserves of waste Innds have bon 
from time to time made by the Provincial 
Government for various publio roquiro- 
ments, such as eduention, ferry, road, or 
suilway purposes, comoterios, race-courses, 
recreation grounds, and public parks, &o,, 
&, According to the regulations, these 
reserves ave temporarily made by the Super- 
intendent, and, if agreed to, confirmed by 
the Provincial Council at its next session. 
If afterwards it is found. desirable to throw 
any of them opon forsale, it must bo dono 
hy Ordinance of the Provincial Council. 

In convenient plices, as required, town- 
ships are reserved, surveyed, and sold, by 
sections, in sizes determined hy tho Auper- 
intendent and Provincial Council, These 
sections aro put up to auction, usually at 
the upset price of £50 per acre, Many of 
the towns and villages in the Province aro, 
however, portions of private property, di- 
yided and sold by their owners, 
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In the year 1869, 4 return was laid on, 
the table of tho Provincial Council, clagsi- 
fying the land in the Provineo, and showin; 
tho results of-—-1, ‘otal acreage.’ 2 Land 
sold to dato. 3, Numbor of aores reserved, 
4, Ustimated acrengo of good arable land 
unsold, 6. Acreage of firs and second 
class grazing land unsold, 6, Land worth- 
loss or of little value, ‘he following table 
shows the totals :-— 





1 








| Reserves. Grazing Land. ! 
Total | Land Good Lond worthless, 
Acreage. | Sold. 4 és pare ett oe 1 
Baucational.) power * [eb Glass, | ana Class, eevee 
8,608,027 742,876 | 18,416 | 46,790 | 948,100 perd2,467 1,904,726 2,280,178 | 
: i 





Brom the date of the table to January, 
1874, 359,208 acres were sold. Deduct- 


means been all of the olass “good arable 
land”) from the totals in colunins 6 and 6, 


ing this amount (which has nob by any (3,090,557) there remains, ag likely to be 
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sold, 3,331,349 acres, It may, howover,, would bo oultivated, Ib would of corso 
bo supposed that a proportion of this is ho question for the immigrant whether he 


high downland, and will take somo jime 
to pass into the hands of private ownes. 
Making a largo deduction for this, thore 
yet remains probably an aren of 2,000,000 
Rores available as good land for settlement, 
But fiom this again hes to be deducted. the 
quantity reserved for public pwtposes sinco 
4869, amounting to, for genoral education, 
33,180, and for other public requirements 
about 12,000 acres; total, say, 456,000 
acres: also, tho lond to bo taken for rail- 
ways and yonds, tho quantities of which 
cannot woll be ostimated, There are, 
besides, largo areas temporarily reserved, 
but not yet confirmed by the Council. 
Probably the acrénge withdxawn from sale 
under the two columns 6 and 6, from 1869 
to 1873, for all purposes, may bo taken at 
not loas than 100,000 acres ; leaving, thero- 
fore, 1,900,000 neres for settlement. It is 
not, howover, easy to say how much of this 
would be “ good ‘able land” 

Under column 7 may bo placed tho re- 
aorves for highor and. technical education, 
amounting ab presont to about 320,000 

ares, 

Tho xesorves for general educational pur- 
poses, 61,696 acres, avo open for Ieaso in 

locks of 100 acres and upwards, on reason~ 
able térms ; and 26,961 acres have beon 
let to various tenants, 


Lanp unper Ovntivation — Sant 
Banya, 


As alated above, a vory Iergo proportion 
of tho available good land of Gantorbu 
has been purchased from tho Crown, and, 
in point of faot, for some distance round 
thd various contros of population, it may bo 
autid Lo he, as arule, wider cultivation, Tho 
return already given shows that in Iebru- 
ory, 1878, thore wore 367,228 acres culli- 
vated (including land then broken w but 
nob under crop), We mny add to this ab 
least 10,000 ‘acres as broken up since 
February, making » total of 377,228 nores 
under cultivation, The Innd purchases to 
October, 1873, wore 1,101,683 nores ; there 
romain, thorofore, rot less than 724,356 
acres of frechold to be improved. Of this 
quantity, however, some portion is hilly, or 
Alveady naturally grassing itself ; but it is 
clear that thove areseveral hundred thousand. 
aores in privato hands awaiting cultivation. 
The chiof reason why theso Ionds have not 
yet heen improved is the absence of popu- 
ation ; and if farmers wilh small capital 
could be introduced in sufficient numbora, 
& yery Invgd proportion of this acreage 


would pwirchnse land from the Crown at £2 
per tere, ab. along distanco froma market, 
orate highor price from a private indi- 
vidual within easy distance, But in caso 
he should decide on the latter, there would 
nob bo any difliculty in his nequiting ab a 
foixly veasonwble price the Jand ho mmight 
want, = 
As oe general xule, immigrants would not 
find it easy torentsmall improved farms. In 
tho first place, mon who have bought and 
cultivated blocks of land in Cantorbury, 
vo generally done so with the intontion 
of pormanently settling on them, Of tho 
number of sections held by absentees, or by 
porsons who have bonght land asa specula- 
tive investment, those pieces which have 
Deon lob were takon by the tenant in thoir 
unimproved state, Secondly, the freehold 
owners would not be inclined te lot im- 
proved land, with fences, cultivations, or 
homesteads, to now comers uulmown to 
responsible porsons here, They would 
always prefor ts a tenant a man who had 
been some little time in the country, 
course, these remarks apply moro purticu- 
larly to immigrants of the farming class 
arriving with small capitol. ‘Tho difficulty 
would naturally be far less provided they 
could satisfy the landowner of their solvency, 
But tho case is different as regards unim- 
proved Iand. As alroady romerked, thero 
are large numbers of sections merely avait. 
ing increased population in order to be 
brought under aitivation, It is, howover, 
diflioult to lay down any scalo as a guido to 
tho average renting valuo of Ind, tn 
England, a lend agent in any county would 
‘bo ablo to state almost oxactly the value of 
any furni cithor for salo or lease ; bub it ja 
impossible todo so here, In Cantorbury, a 
farm, say in tho north, on tho Ashley Downs, 
thirty wiles from Christchurch, might por- 
haps be let for a Jowor rental than ona in tho 
Ellesmere district at thosamo distance from 
town, nd higher thon one in Oxford dis- 
trict, Distance from a market, or from a 
lino of railway, or a shipping port, besides 
tho varying quality of tho Iand, hes so 
marked an offect on the valuo, that no rule 
can bo Jaid down on this subject, It may, 
however, bo slated that good unimproved 
land, at 2 reasonable distance from Lown, 
may be had ata rental of froth 39. 10 63, 
per acre. Poorer land might be talcon at 
a leas, richer at a higher rental. ‘Tho rich 
snd valuable farms hear Christchurch often 
carry 1 ront of fram 20s, to GOs. per aero, 
A. system is frequently adopted of letting 
Innd to fermors for a short term, the rong 
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to be paid by the crops. The rental and 
conditions vary in the different districts. 
A common plan is to lease land for two 
years, the tenant to fence it, take two orops 
off it, lay it down in grass, and return it to 
the owner, According to the position and 
character of the land, the rent varies. 
Sometimes, the tenant pays a bushel of 
wheat per acro, the owner finding the grass 
seed} sometimes, the tenant takes the 
wholé crop in consideration of fencing the 
land. Sections near town, or in the rich 
low Jands near the coast, would of course 
he leb under different conditions from the 
igher and. drier soils farther inland. 

‘here is also a system of letting land 
under a purchasing clause; in fact, selling 
on deferred payments, This is nob so 
much in vogue as formerly, for in bad years 
the tonants, finding that they were not 
working the land to a sufficient profit, ex- 
hausted the soil by continual grain crops, 
and. left it either before or at the end of 
their term without completing their bar- 
gain, the land being rendered Jess valuable 
than when they took it. 

On the whole, it may be said that an 
immigrant arriving with a small capital 
would find no difficulty in renting an unim- 

roved section, and that at profitable rates ; 

ut that it would not be ensy for him to 
get an improved farm, unless he was known 
to be in a position to work it properly. 


Inovsrries, Existina AND Possipie, 


The two chief articles of production in 
Canterbury are wool and grain, But besides 
these a large export trade is carried on in 
flax ; provisions (preserved and cured) ; 
sking, hides, and leather ; dairy produce ; 
and ® number of miscellencous articles. 
The return given below shows the total 
quantities and values of the various oxports 
from .the Province for the year, September 
80th, 1872, to September 29th, 1873, 
This poriod has been taken as it ropresents 
the whole of an export season of wool 
(shearing commencing about tho end of 
October and almost entirely thnt of grain. 
But it must be remarked, firstly, that the 
return does not show tho full exporting 
power of the Province in either of the above 
staples, as a considerable quantity of each 
ig sent to tho port of Oamaru, in the ad- 
joining Province of Otago, and is, therefore 
shown in the returns for that Province, 
Secondly, the return takes no account of 
the quantitios of grain or other produce 

' sone in the Province itself, Accord- 
ing. to the return already given, it appears 
- that the total estimated. grain 1 odes in 
February, 1873, was 2,519,326 bushels of 
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wheat, onts, and barley, Tho harvest, 
however, did not yield as favourably as was 
expected, and a reduction has thorofore to 
be made from thisamount. Tho quantities 
of grain exported during tho twelve months 
appear, as under, to bo 006,056 bushels, 
besides 2,360 tons of flour, bran, &e., which 
may be taken to represent about 90,000 
bushels more, making a total of about 
1,000,000 bushels exported, ‘Chere remaing, 
therefore, a large quantity of grain pro- 
duced, and not shown as oxported, ho 
same remarks apply to dairy produce (the 
greater part of which is consumed hore) and 
to cured provisions (hams and bacon). With 
regard to wool, skins, and hides, flax, and 
preserved ments, tho figures given would 
moro nearly represent the production (ox- 
cepting the quantities seni vid Oamaru), as 
almost the whole of these are sent away to 
other countries, The manufacture of leathor, 
although rapidly becoming more important, 
cannot, as yet, greatly affect the return, 

Tho values of these various articles fluc- 
tuate in differont years. Tho following is 
taken from the Lyttelton Times weekly 
price list, and may be considered as a fair 
sample of tho values at the beginning of 
November, 1873 :~— 

Wheat is quoted at 4s, 9d. por bushel ; 
onts, 4s, bd. ; barley, 6s, 9d, ; flow, from 
£11, 10s, to £12 per ton; butter, 7d. por 
Ib, ; cheese, 7d. to 74d, ; bacon and hams, 
8d, to 84d, ; wool may ho said to bo worth, 
all round, 1s, per 1b, At tho same timo, 
shorn wethors were sold at 10s, a head ; 
wethors in wool, from 13s, to 144., and up 
to 20s. ; fat Inmbs, 7. to 13s., according to 
quality ; while mutton is quoted at 2}d, 
per Ib, for shorn, 34d, for unshorn sheep, 
Fat cattle, about 208. por 100 Ib, ; storo 
cattle, from 30s, to £4, 108. each, Best 
sheop-aking, from 4s, to 6a. 7d. ench ; inforior, 
from 1s, 3d, to 3s, 7d. ; lomb-gkins, 8d, to 
1s, 6d, each ; salted hides, 44d. por Ib. 3 
fresh hides, 4d. ; horse-skins, Gy, cach, 

Of course, these values vary according to 
the season of the year, tho state of trade, 
and the ruling values in tho English or 
Colonial markets, 


Raurunn showing the Quantities and Values 
of Articles lixporled from Cantorbury, 
for the Yoar ending 30th Soplomber, 
1873 -— 

Wool, — 13,098,387 Ib, valued nt 
£799,000. 
Grain, Wheat, Oats, and Barloy, ~— 

906,066 bushels, valued at £204,000, 

Flour, Bran, Sharps, &. — 2,360 tons, 
valued at £30,000. 
Sheep-skina—79,510, valuod at £13,884, 


PROVINGH OF 
Hides, —10,089, valued at £7,410, 


Provisions (including both cured and pre- 
sorved ments), —- 10,848} owt. valued at 
+ £365,198, 


Dairy Produce, Butter, and Cheese— 
2,118} owt, valued ab £7,667. 

Phormium (Blax).—1,4802 tons, valued 
ab £34,937, 

Misccllaneous,—Valned at £29,604. 

Total Value of Exports, £1,161,088. 


Averaau Prioxs of Graw and Prour in 
Oawrunnuny from 1860 to 1873, 
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prices : yot farming evidently pays in Can. 
terbury, Ono reason for this is, perhaps, 
the comparative chenpness of many necen- 
snriea of life hove,—(Seo return given below.) 
But, besides, almost all harvest operations 
are performed by machinery, and the farmer 
is therefore enabled te male a profit out of 
a lower price than ho would obtain ab Tome. 
Moreover, at least 23 yot, farmers hero have 
not been obliged to onter into such heavy 
expenses for superior and seientifle firming 
as Ui English brethren. 

Tho difficulty of obtaining a supply of 
akeilled labour has hithorlo provonted tho 
establishment in the Provinces of many 
industries, and various proposals have from 
time to timo been mado with n view of 
promoting them. In 1870, a Solect Com- 
mitteo of the Provincial Council on this 
question sat for some timo and presented a 
report embodying various suggestions. A. 
systom of bonuses, as advocated in this 
report, has been ropeatedly tried, but has 
not hithorto met with much success, owlng 
to the immense difficulty of obtaining skilled 
Iabour at such prices as would render manu- 
factures romunerative, 

Tho proparalion of Phorminm fibro can 
hardly now be called a now industry, though 
the high rates of wages have not allowed it 
to be carried on so generally ns might be 
desired, Many of tho mills which wore in 
operation in Canterbury a yerr or two ago 
havo been closed from this cause, and those 
that aro still being carried on cannot bo 
said to bo worked to prent proft, Still, if 
a sufficient number of labouvors wer intvo- 
duced, this industry, for which a practical 
unlimited supply of raw imaterial is nvail- 
able, is eapablo of being Jargoly oxtonded 
and profitably worked, especially as it does 
not require highly-skilled uxtisans, Oxdi- 
mary labourers are quite gual to the 
goneral work: of a flax-mill, as ab present 
arranged, 

Tho Select Committes beforo roforrad to 
recommended in their report thatassistance 
should ba given by the State to start fre- 
tories for cheese (on tho United States 
plan), bectroot sugar, woollen goods, Roman 
and Portland cement, and to encourage 
woriciculture, forest-treo planting, and coal 
md iron mining, A Committeo of tho 
House of Roprosentatives, appointed during 
the last session ab Wollington, on Colonint 
Industries,” ropented somo of these recom. 
mendations, and added fish-curing and 
papor-making to tho list, All of these 
tadustries could with great advantage he 
introduced into tho Province, as tho mw 
matorials for moat of thom already oxist in 
largo quantities, and those for tho rest 
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could be easily obtained. Two woollen 
factories already started, one in Nolson and 
the other in Otago, have met with very 
considerable success ; so much so, indeed, 
that it has been thought worth while in 
England to manufacture cloths and send 
them out to this Oolony for sale under the 
names of “Nelson tweed,’ and “ Mosgiel 
tweed.” Thero is an unlimited supply of 
raw material for this industry in this Pro- 
vince, and it has often been remarked with 
wonder that Canterbury has not long ago 
possessed a woollen factory. It is under- 
stood that measures are being taken for 

romoting a company with this object. 
Probably before long the scheme will be 
fairly Jaunched.* For the cultivation of 
beetroot for sugar, tho climate and soil of 
Canterbury apperr to be well adapted, and 
it is hoped that steps may soon be taken in 
this direction. With regard to cheese fac- 
tories, tho pasture land is so extensive and 
rich, and the quality of the stock yearly 
becomes so much improved that thero is 
no reason why a cheese factory ag suggested 
should not be successful. Large quantities 
of cheese are now produced, especially in 
the districts on Banks Peninsula, and it is 
readily sold at good prices. 

The production of tinned and preserved 
meats is cnrried on at several places in the 
Province, but is capable of being further 
extended, ns the sale of these articles in 
the English markets is rapidly increasing 

ear by year, nnd the meats from Canterbury 
have always obtained 2 good name. Tho 
Canterbury Meat Export Company took 
prize medals at the Intercolonial Uxhthition 
at Ohristchurch in 1872, and _at the Into 
great Exhibition at Vienna, Cured ments 
ara ab present largely manufactured and 
exported, and there is room for yeb moro 
workers in this branch. The curing of fish 
Jus been commenced by the Canterbury 
Deep Sea Fishing Company, and has, so 
fur, been highly successful. ‘Tho const a) 
pears to teem with useful and excellent fish, 
and @ further extension of this industry 
may be expected, 

It appears that materials for the menu- 
facture of cement exist in the Province, 
and as this article is becoming every year 
more and more required, there is a good 
opening for starting its production hore, 

Tt is probable that the tow and refuse 
fibre from the Phormium plant will be 
available for the manufacture of paper, an 
article for which a large market is open in 





* A Joint Stock Company, under infla- 
ential auspices, had beon formed since this 
papax was written. 
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the Colony. This industry, if is to be 
hoped, will also before long be ostablished 
here. 

Sericiculture has for some little time 
been carried on in a amall way, and, from 
the appearance of cocoons exhibited in 
Christchurch in 1872, successfully, The 
mulberry grows well in the Provinces, and 
the cultivation of silkworms, already begun 
by one or two persons, will probably soon 
be prosecuted more extonsively. 

The above represent tho chief industries 
suggested by tho various Committees as 
likely to flourish in Canterbury, There is 
no doubt that with a more numerous popu- 
lation, and a chance of obtaining Inbour ab 
reasonable rates, they could all be profitably 
and extensively proseouted, Onr commu- 
nications with other countries are every 
year becoming more rapid and easy, and 
new markets ave being made available to us, 


Tiere axp Teer Prawrine, 


Canterbury cannot be called 2 well- 
timbered conntry, On Banks Peninsula, 
thero are the remains of forests formerly 
very oxtensive, and a large quantity of 
timber is still sawn in that district, Tut 
already tho peninsula is becoming cleared 
of its wood, and probably the supply of 
native timber from the difforent bays will 
not Jast for many years more, In tho Little 
Rivor district, on tho south-west side of the 
peninsula, is situated what is now the chief 
aren of forest land, principally consisting of 
totum, rimu, and black and whito pino 
trees, ‘The mountain ranges of Cantorbury 
aro in many parts densely wooded, but the 
forests as a rule consist of birch (Magus) 
trees, and theso ave not of muoh value for 
sawn timber, though they make excellent 
posts, rails, or bridgo piles, At Oxford, in 
the north of the Province, a considerable 
timber trade is carried on, tho forest there 
containing birch, rimu, totara, and pino, 
Some patches of timber also occur at Momnt 
Peel, on the Rangitata, Waimate, and other 
places in tho south of the Province, But 
tho supply is not by any moans equal to 
the demand in Canterbury, and in’ conse- 
quenco large quantities of timbor havo to . 
be imported, 

The owners of land are overy yeat more 
and more turning their attention to tree- 
planting, Tho ontar bin. plains may bo 
snid to havo heen practically woodless when 
tho first settlers arrived. Now, howover, 
young plantations are visible in every direc~ 
tion, and ag troes grow with gront rapidity, 
soon render the country moro elicerfitl and 
homelike, Tho Austrelion gum-treos of 
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various descriptions, English forest-treos, 
and pines, cedars, and cyprosses of ail 
sorts, are being more Jargely planted every 
year ; and an Act of the Gonoral Assembly, 
providing that any person planting one acre 
of trees should bo entitled to receive for it 
two aores of Crown land, is already begin- 
ning to have an excellent offeot, 

Forest land can be bought in Canterbury 
in the same manner as any other, namoly, 
at £2 per acre; and in tho wooded dis- 
triets the Iaw provides for allowing liconces 
to be taken out for cutting timber on cortain 
conditions, 


Mryursr anv Ornnn Resources, 


Tho mincrals as yet discovered in Canter- 
bury aro — 

1, Coal.—All along the eastern sido of 
the rangos bordering the plains, oxtunsive 
seams of brown coal, gonorally of good 
quality, oconr, which in a fow localities 
have been altered by voleanie agenoy to 
bituminous or even anthracitic coal. Some 
amaller brown coal basins ocour also inland, 
amongst tho mountains, and at various 
. points in tho north and south. ‘Tho first- 
mentionod seams will offer an almost inox- 
hovstible supply of brown coal for all 
domestio aa well as for industrial and loco- 
motive purposes in the Province. 

Minos on a small scalo have beon opened 
in somo plices, such as tho Malvorn Hills, 
Ashburton, &o, ‘Tho col has boon for 
many years in use for domestic purposes, 
but tho want of easy communication and 
the high price of Inbour havo hitherto pre- 
vented its boing properly worked. Before 
a Select Committee of the Provincial 
Council on Coal Supply, 1873, a mine-owner 
givo tho following, amongst other ovi- 
donee +" I call mino a brown cou. T 
havo had a good domand for it. ... I 
sold the coal at 16s. a ton, delivered one 
milo and o half from tho pits mouth, I 
think that, with o fair demand, T could 
deliver ib at the pit-mouth for 12s, a ton, 
«++. Drays were coming a distance of 
twonty and thirty miles for it... 
wo had a rornd.... wo could got coal 
enough to supply ell Christchurch, provided 
it takes and wo can got men to work it.” 
Othor conl-ownors gavo similar ovidence, 
A. railwny is now in courgo of constraction 
to these seams, and probably in another 
your or tave thoy will be much more exten- 
sively worked, 

From. various analyses made and scientific 
and practical opinions expressed rogarding 
Canterbury conl, it nppears that whilo not 
xo valuable as what aro called “true” coal, 
ib ia quite adapted for industrial purposes. 


f used largoly in building, 
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The same sork of coal is vory largely used 
in Germany, in fact in somo parts almost 
exclusively, ‘Tests of the conl for steam 
generating, blacksmiths’ purposes, and gros. 
making have been made, and tho result, 
espeoiully for the former purpose, has been 
niost favourable, ‘Tho anthracitio seams, 
which vcour chiefly near the gorzo of tho 
river Rakaia, have not yet been worked for 
sole ; they are reported to be of considor- 
able extent, and tho coal is said to bo 
excellent, 

2, Clay Iron Ore—Beds several feob 
thick ocenr in many localities, cithor closo 
to or in tho neighbourhood of the brown 
coal, ‘he ove is of good quality, but hus 
not hitherto been worked, 

3. Hireclays.—These me found in tho 
samo sories of beds which contain tho 
seams of coal. Thoy have, tos certain ox- 
tent, been already used for making drain- 
pipes, fire-bricks, and pottery; and theso 
industries are every year becoming moro 
important and extended. Samples of 
pottery from these clays wera exhibited ab 

hristohurch in 1872, and were forwarded 
to the groat Exhibition at Vionna in 1873, 

4. Quartz Sands,—Bods of these, adapted 
for glass-making, and equal in quality to 
the best glass sunds of Germeny (from tho 
brown coal beds), which are so largely ox- 

orted from that country to England, avo 
found in great abundance, and will no 
doubt in fature offer materials for an im. 
portant industry, ‘hey have not yet boon 
workod. 

8, Lmestones,—Thore axo some flne com 
prot limestones (marble) in the Malvern 

Tills and other places, which are oxcollent 
matorial for limelcilns, and somo of thom 
will probably bo extensively used also for 
ornaniental purposes. 

6, Building Stones.—Chese, of various 
qualities, grain, and structure, can be ob 
tained in great quantities all ovor tho 
Provineo, Banks Peninsula furnishes fino 
dolorites (bluestones), quaxizoso trachytes, 
and trachytio sandstones, which aro already 
‘Tho figt-named 
rock onan also be obtained in the Malvern 
Hills, and in tho ‘Timarn district, whoro it 
often offers fine matorial for millstones, 
Some districts, as Ashburton, Malvern 
Hills, &o., contrin fine quartzogo porphyzics, 
in blocks of any size ; and tho nower sedi- 
mnontary beds furnish also a great quantity 
of calcarcous sandstones, of aplondid qua. 
lity for building pumposos. The working 
of thoso Jast is being gradually oxtended 
and they will become still moro useful 
4s soon as proper facilities for transport aro 
provided, 


H 


134 


Manganese has been found in many 
places iu the Province, as have also indica- 
tions of copper ore and other minerals, but 
they have not been thoroughly examined. 

As yet, the mills in Canterbury are o} 
only two kinds, flour and flax. Of the first 
there ave many, and as any portion of tho 
country becomes settled, new ones are 
erected. Canterbury produces far more of 
breadstudls than is required by its popnla- 
tion, and therefore does not import them, 
The mills are of all kinds—wind, steam, 
and water; and the average price for grist- 
ing may bo taken to be 9d. per bushel of 
wheat and Gd. per bushel of oats, 

Flax or Phormium mills aro also to be 
found in many districts in the Province, 
This industry, however, which a year or two 
ago, when the new process of dressing the 
Phornium fibro came into general use, 
promised so well, has unfortunately not 
answeied the expectations formed of it. 
The causes of its decline cannot well be 
entered into here ; but it appears that the 
fibre has had to contend, in the home 
markets, with very great difficulties, and, 
moreover, it is not yet certain whether the 
process adopted hy the millowners is the 
one best calculated to clean it. Of the 
mills started few years ago, many have 
been closed, but there are still several left, 
and these give employment to a lage num- 
ber of hands, 

There are three large establishments for 
the manufacture of preserved meats, several 
where sheep and other stock are boiled 
down for tallow, bacon and ham curin, 
factories, iron foundries, saw-mills, an 
other industrial establishments. 


*Krnps or Lazour in Dusayp, 


f 

It may bo said that in Canterbury thero 
is a demand for almost all kinds of labour, 
Tt has before heen remarked that if a sufli- 
ciont supply of Inbowr wero obtainable, 
many naw industries would bo started and 
probably worked to profit. As regards 
trades and occupations already pursued in 
the Province, they all feel the effects of 
the high rates of wages, bub probably tho 
farmers and owners of rural land suffer the 
most, It has been of Inte yeary difficult to 
procure sufficient labour at harvest time, 
and moreover largo tracts of land, otherwise 
quite ready for cultivation and settlement 
have been unavoidably Jeft unimproved, 
The introduction of agricultural machinery 
to a large extent has semewhat neutralized 
the evil, but a great deal remains to be done 
before the farmers can derive their proper 
benefit from the land. ‘Tho want of speed: 
and sure means of communication: wi 
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markets is of course a great drawback to 
the prosperity of the agrionlturista, and in 
this ‘respect also the scarcity of Jabour has 
had a most injuriobs eflest ; for although 


f the great railway scheme adopted by the 


Colonial Logialature is being carried out a8 
Yapidly as possible, and very large sums of 
money have besides been voted by the 
Provincial Council of Canterbury for ronda, 
bridges, and other works for improving 
communication, tenderers for the different 
contracts ‘have in many cases found it ox- 
tremely difficult to procure the necessary 
men for their work ; and it has often been 
proposed that large public works of this 
Nature should be stopped during tho sum- 
mer months, in order that the men should bo 
rendered available for harvesting. In many 
cases the Road Boards, under whose control 
thost of these works (except railways) aro 
placed, have found it very difficult, and 
Somotimes impossible, to obtain tenders for 
them at anything like reasonable rates, 

In the building trades, the senvoity of 
Inbour has brought about a considerable 
rise in prices, end works of this class have 
now to bo paid for much moro dearly than 
in former years. As the general prosperity 
of the Province has had its natural offect 
by stimulating the desire for improved 
buildings, and the towns und villages avo, 
in almost every case, rapidly extending 
their boundaries and filling their stroots 
with houses, it need hardly bo said that 
there is a great demand for labour in tho 
above trades. 


Rares or Waaes, 


The following retsrns havo heon compiled 
as a guido to tho ruling rates of wages in 
Canterbury, ‘The fisé is a return showing 
the wages at which immigrants wore on- 
gaged on their first arrival in the Colony in 
tho year 1878, in tho oight ships thoro 
mumed, Theso ships have boon taken as 
including the groator portion of the year 
and different aeagons, ‘Cho return is mado 
up from one furnished by the Immigration 
Ofiice. It is to ho romarked that in overy 
cise the demand was greater than tho 
supply, and that the immigrants wore all 
engaged within a day or two of their 
arrival, 

Return No, 2 is the rate of agricultural 
wages and prices, from information supplied 
by a large employer of labour, whose 
initials are placod at the head of the 
roturn, 

Return No, 3 shows the rates of trades 
wages, from information given by soveral 
euplayers, whose initials aro also apponded 
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Rerurn No. 1 
« Timalaya,” March, 1873, 


Married men (form labourors), £75 per 
amin, and house, 

Single men (farm Inhourers), £35 to £40 
per annum and found, 

Grooms, £40 per annum and found. 

Ropemnkors, 7s, per day of cight hours, 

Tailors, 8s. por day, 

Goneral Inbourers, £30 per annum and 
fuund, 

Boys, £10 to £18 per annum and found. 

{Lonsemaids, £25 por annum and found. 

Genoral soryants (female), £20 to £30 
per annum and found, 

Nweso girls, £10 to £18 por annum and 
found. 


“ Mary Sheppard,” August, 1873, 


Married couples (man to do general 
work; woman to cook, &), £60 per 
annum and found, 

Singlo mon (farm labourers), £60 10 £52 
and found. 

Carpentors, 108. per day of eight hours, 

Saddlery, 10s, per day of eight hours, 

Smiths, £2, 2s, por week, 

Bootmnkers, £2 to £3 por week. 

Boys, £10 to £15 por annum and found, 

Cooks (females), £30 per annum and 
found, 

Tlonsemaids, £20 to £25 per annum and 
found. 

General sorvants (female), £25 to £30 
per annum and found, 

Nurso girls, £12 to £15 per annum and 
found. 


“ Columbus,” September, 1873. 


Married conplos (man to do general work 5 
won to cook, &o), £60 to £70 por 
annum and found. 

Marricd men (form Iabourers), 308, por 
wool, with cottage, 

Single mon (farm Jabourers and plough- 
men), £60 and found, 

Carpenters, 108. per day of cight hours, 

Boys, 8, to 12s. per week: anc found, 

TLousekeepors, £35 per annum and found. 

Nurses, £25 por annum und found. 

Yongomaids, £26 per annum and found, 

General servants (femalo), £25 per annum 
and found. 

Nunso girls, £12 to £16 and fond, 


“ Celestial Queen,” October, 1873. 


Married couples (man to do general 
works; woman to cook, &.), £65 to £65 
per annum and found ; £78 per annum 
wilh hougo only. 
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Single mon (farm Jabourers and plough 
mon), £40 to £50 por annum and found, 
In nearly all eases a bontis of £10 offered 
if remaining twelve months, 
Carpenters, 10s, por day of sight hours, 
Goneral sorvants Comalo), £20 to £26 
per annum and found, 


« Adamant,” October, 1878, 


Married couples (man to do gonoral 
work ; woman to cook, &c.), £60 per mum 
and found, 

Married men (farm labourers), £78, col- 
tage and firing. . 

Single mon (ploughmon), £40 to *.£52 
and found, with bonus of £10 after twelve 
months, 

Carpentors, 93, por day of sight hours, 

Genoral labourers, £40 to £52 and found, 
with bonus of £10 after twelve months, 

Cooks (females), £35 por annum and 
found, 

Nurses, £20 por annum and found, 

General servants sein), £25 to £30 
per annum and found, 

Nurse girls, £15 to £20 per annum and 
found, 


 Punjaub,” November, 1873, 


Married couples (rnan to do general 
work ; woman to cook, &0.), £60 to £70 
per annum and found, 

Married men (farm labourers), £50 to 
£60 per annum, self found, and cotlage for 
family. 

Single mon (farm Inbourers, ploughmon, 
and gardenors), £50 to £55 and found. 

Carpenters, 88, to 10s, por day of oight 
hows, 

Bakors, 20s, por week and found, 

Boys, £16 to £26 per annum and found. 

Oooks {fomslos), 3€30 to £35 por annum 
and found, 

Gonoral servants (female), £20 to £30 
por annum and found, 

Nurse girls, £15 to £20 per annum and 
found, 

Danes and other Foreignors,—Genoral 
servants (female), (20 por annum and 
found. Nuvrso girls, £12 to £15 perannum 
and found, 


“ Morope,” Novagber, 1873. 


Married couples (mon to do general 
worl: ; woman to cook, &e.), £60 to £70 
per annum and found, 

Married .mon (farm labourers), £60 to 
£60, self found, and cottage for family. 

Single mon (fmm labourers, ploughmen, 
and gardonors), £60 to £65 por aynym en 


found, 
. 
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1 Carpenters, 8s. to 10s, por day of eight 
hours, 

Bakers, 203. per week and found. 

Boys, £16 to £26 per annum and found, 

Cooks (females), £30 to £86 per annum 
and found. 

General servants, £20 to £30 per annum 
and found, 

Nurse gitly, £15 to £20 por annum and 
found, 

Danes and other Foreigners, — General 
servants (female), £20 per annum and found, 
Nurso girls, £12 to £16 per annum and 
found. 


“ Cardigan Castle; November, 1873. 


Married men (farm Jnbourers), 303, per 
week, with cottage and firing ; or £52 per 
amun, everything found, 

Single men (farm labourers), £52 por 
annum and found, 

Carpenters, 10s. per day. 

Bakers, £2 per week. 

General labourers, 7s, por day. 

Boys, £20 to £30 per aumtm, 

Cooks (females), £30 per annum and 
found, 

Nurses, £20 per annum and found, 

Housemaids, £20 per annum and found. 

General servants (female), £25 to £30 
per annum and found, 

Nurse girls, £12 to £16 per annum and 

found, 
* Danes and other Foreigneis,—Families, 
engaged for bush-wok on tho peninsula, 
63, per day, with house and firing, General 
labourers (males), £40 to £45 per annum, 
with bonuy of £5 if approved after twelve 
months ; found, 


Return No, 2. 


Rates of Wages and Prices of Agricultural 
Labour, from information given by 
W. B. L., an Employer of Labour.* 


Married couples (man only to work), 30s. 
per week, with cottage and firing. 

Single men, £52 per annum, and found, 

Harvest wages, 10s, per week oxtia, 

Hands taken on for harvest, 30s, to 35s, 
per week, 

Men with threshing-machines, 1s. por 
our. 

Domestic servants in country (women), 
$30 per annum and found, 

Domestic sorvants (girls), from £16 to 
£26 por amum and found, 





# Warvest wages during the season 1878-4 
were somewhat higher than those given in 
this return, 


NEW ZEALAND HANDBOOK. 


Ploughing, if let by contrast, from Gs. to 
8s, per acre brealting up. 

‘Tarvest work (tying and atooking), if lot 
by contract, from 7s, to 108. por.nere, ac- 
cording to crop, 

Threshing, by machine, to contractor, ns 
amule, dd. por bushel. . 

Fencing, say for three sods, throa wires, 
63, per chain of 22 yards, materials found, 


Rerunn No. 3. 


Rates of Trade Wages, from information 
given by various Lmployers. 


Building Trades, (D, R.) 


Carpenters (good), 10s. to 11s, por day 
of eight hours. 

Masons (good), 11s. to 12s, por day of 
eight hours, 

Bricklayers (good), 128, to 14s, por day of 
eight hows. . 

Plasterers (good), 12s, por day of oight 


Ours, 
Painters (good), 103, por day of cight 


ours, 
Plumbers (good), 128, por day of cight 
hours, 


Tron Trades, (J. A.) 


Blacksmith, 10s, per day of gight hours, 

‘Engineers, 10s, per day of eight hours. 

Tron-turners, 10s, per day of eight hours, 

Mouldors, 10s. per day of cight hours, 

Millwrights, 103, por day of eight hours, 
; Pattorn-makers, 10s. per day of oight 
hours, 


Laitors, (4. #7) 
Tourneymen (good) avorago £3, 10s, to £4 
por week, 


Leather Tvades. (J, Bros.) 


Rivoters, £2. 10s, to £3 por week, 

Tinishers, £3 to £3, 108, per wook, 

Bootmakers generally, £2, 10% to £3 por 
wook, 

Curriors (good), £4 por week, 


Drapery Prades, (WV. P,) 


Apprentices or youths, first year, 10s, por 
week ; second year, 203, per week ; third 
Year, 30s, to 40s. par wook. 

Junior hands, 40s, to 60s, per wool, 

Experioncod hands, new arrivals, 509, to 
GOs, por weolk. 

Experienced. hands, of Colonial oxperi- 
once, 808, per wealk, 

First-class saleswonren‘and milliners, 508. 
to 60s, por week, 

Second-clnss saleswomon and millinors, 
203, to 408, per week, 


PROVINOE OF CANTERBURY. 


Tlours of business, 9. a.m. to 6 p.m. oxeept 
Saturdays, when 9 a.m. to 9 pam, 

The “ration” system, strictly speaking, 
is nob common in Canterbury. On tha 
Jerge shoep runs, whore shephords have to 
be kopt at out-stetions sometimes several 
miles rom the homestead, tho men usually 
come iv once 9 weelt and draw their pro- 
visions, which consist generally of flowy, 
tea, sugar, and meat. ‘There docs not 
appoar to bo any particular scale for ration- 
ing Inbourers, and, practically, anon who 
have not to find thomaelves, ave supplied by 
their omployer without stint, Tho low 
prico of provisions makes it not worth whilo 
to adhere to any strict scalo or limits, 


Provincrat Pubic Wonks, 


Therearoa very largonumnberof Provincial 

tiblia works in progress or contemplated 
in Onntorbury. From vaious causes, the 
Province hay during the last year or two 
exporionced s wonderful increnge of pro- 
sperity, and, consequently, the sums of 
money paid into tho Provincial ‘Treasury 
for waste lands of the Crown, have reached 
a vory great amount, The andy sold 
during tho twelve mouths onding 30th 
September, 1872, wore 59,486 acres ; in the 
twelve months ending 30th September, 
1878, 267,340 acres ; realizing, therefor, 
for the two yeus £633,660, ‘Chis sum is 
distributed hy tho Provincial Council for 
various publio works, and necessarily thore 
is 9 great domand for labour to carry thom 
out, ‘The exicngion of the main rathvays 
throughout tho country is under the con- 
iol of tho Colonial Governmont, and the 
money expended upon those now in course 
of conatruotion does not thorofore como qui 
of tho Provinoial ‘lronsury. As rogards 
tho Inbour quostion, howovor, this difference 
is quite immaterial 3 and in the following 
onumeration of the public works in Cantor. 
bury, tho railways in. course of construc 
tion are included in the same category as 
other works, Tt may bo romarked that two 
zathways, ono from Ohristchurch to Lyttol- 
ton, and one from Christehurch southwards 
as foras the River Selwyn, which wero 
completed cntixely by the Vroyinee, still 
require 2 considerable amount of Inbour on 
thom by way of maintenance, ‘This is 
ospedially tho case with regard to the great 
tunnel at Lyttelion, where, owing {0 the 
decaying of tho rook in sovoral places, 
workinon are constanuly employed in lining 
tho roof and walls with brickand comont. Uj 
to tho boginning of 1878 there wero finishe 
and opened in Ounterbury, chiely from 
Provincial revenue, about fifty miles of 
railway, including the tivo above mentioned 
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and anothor from Christchurch northwards 
to Rangiora, Theso railways ave constructed 
on what is called tho “Irish” gan 0, 6 Lt, 
3in, wide, and, by Act of tho Geneial 
Assombly, cortain other lines in the Txo- 
vince, us named below, are to bo mado on 
tho same gauge, The roniaining lines aro 
to be constructed on tho narrow, or 3 fi. 6 
in, fone, 

ince the beginning of 1873, a further 
extension of iho Southern Railway, ton 
miles, to tho south bank of tho river Rakuia, 
tas beon opened, ‘The bridge, nearly a mila 
long, ovor that river, is. a combinod carb 
and railway bridgo, being floored with 
asphalte, 


Raiways AUTHORIZED AND IN 
Constrvotion. 


The railways in courso of onstruction, or 
likely to be soon commenced, first cluim 
attention. In the firat class are:—1, ‘Tho 
extension of the Northern Railway a dia- 
tances of fourteon miles from, the present 
terminus at Rangiora to Amboriey, a villago 
on the bank of tho northorn branch of the 
river Kowai. This includes a bridge, three- 
quarters of o mile long, ovor tho river 
Ashley, which is now gpproaching com- 
pletion, It will bo a combined railway and 
‘oot-bridgo, the Provincial Council baying 
voted « sum of £1,200 for the Iettor pur- 

v0, Thoro will also bo two smaller 

ridges over tho branches of tho Kowni, 
Tho contract for the construction of this 
lino has been lot at a cost of, for the 
Ashloy bridge £21,000, und for thoromainder 
of tho lino .€21,600, ‘Tho lino is to bo on 
tho 6 ft, 3 in. gauge, 

2 A. branch xailsvay, 3 fl, 6 in, gauge, 
from Rangiora to *Oxtord, twonty milos, 
‘This line is almost completed. 

3, A. branch railway from the Rolleston 
station on tho Southorn Railway, to tho 
Malvern Ilills, ‘This, which is also on tho 
Sit. 6 in. gauge, will torminatein the im- 
morliate vicinity of tho conl-ficlds and 
deposits of iron ore, It is nearly completed, 

4, A. branch railway fiom tho Raceconrso 
station on the Southem Railway to South. 
bridge, 2 township near Take Eillesmora. 
This line will connect Christchurch with 
porhaps the richest agricultural district in 
tho Province, Tt is being constructed on 
the 8 £6. Gin. gauge, 

6. Tho oxtension of the Souther Rail- 
way, twenty miles, from the Rakais to the 
south branch of the river Ashburton. This 
work, on tho 3 ft. 6 in, gauge, will probably 
botinished about April, 1874, 

6, A lino from Timaru to Tomula, twelvo 
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miles, 8 fé, Gin, gauge. It includes three 
large bridges and some heavy cuttings, and 
is in course of construction. 

7, A branch reilway from Washdyke, a 
station on the Timaru and Temula line, 
to the Point,seven miles, 3 ft. 6 in, gauge. 
This is a work paid for out of Provincial 
funds, ‘ 

In addition to these works, a Im 
amount of Isbour is expended yearly on the 
present linds, as, for instance, in the case of 
the bridge over tho river Selwyn, which, 
having hecomo decayed, requires an ox~ 
penditure during tho coming year of 
£11,000; and the conversion, which has 
been resolved on, of tha Southern line from 
broad to narrow gauge, at a cost of £8,000, 
The estimates of tho Provincial Govern- 
ment for the year 1873-74 contain undor 
this head a total of £160,000. 

The second class of railway works in- 

‘cludes those already authorized by the 
General Assembly, but not actually in 
courso'of construction, and those which will, 
probably in the course of the noxt few 
years, be undertaken. Under this hordcome 
the lines from the Ashburton to Temuka, 
and. from Timaru to the river Waitaki, 
comploting the southern trank Jine through 
the Province; and an extension of the 
northern line from Amberley to the river 
Hurunui, an instalment of the trank line 
to’ the West -Const and Nelson, which 
-anay be looked forward to aa likely to 
become necessary before long. It is pro- 
bable that other connecting lines will 
shortly bo’ required, such as a lino from 
Oxford _ to Malvern {perhaps extending 
. farther south to join the western districts 
move intimately together), and branch lines 
on the plains of the Ashburton end Rangi- 
tata, : . 

Of the Provincial works contemplated or 
already. undertaken, tho chief aro those pro- 
posed. for tho improvement of Lyttelton 
harbour, ‘These, which includo massive 
stone breakwaters, wharves, jetties, railway 
extensions, &e., are estimated to coat nearly 
£180,000, and thoir completion will of 
necessity require some years’ labour, Con- 
tracts for works costing the greater part of 
this: sum have lately been let by public 
‘tender, and -a large number of hands will 
bo wanted. for: them. Possibly, as time 
goes-on and: the traffic in tho harbour in- 
sorcases, still further works of this clags.will 
‘have tobe undertaken. ‘Thoso already pro- 
posed. will, however, give employment toa 
small ‘atiny of workmen. : 

‘Theré: are a great number of Provincial 
works of a miscellaneous character included 
“in tho estimates for 1873-74, Sonie of these 
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hava beon already commenced, others ara 
for the present postponed on account of 
the scarcity of Inbour, Schodilo B of the 
Estimates, “Buildings and Works,” in- 
cludes sums amounting to about £100,000 
for “ Buildings” (in this sum boing £42,500 
forordinary schools), £158,200 for Bridges,” 
£29,140 for various “ Roads,” and £36,360 
for “ Miscellaneous ” works ; the total of the: 
schedule amounting to £340,976.' Most of 
these bridges are under contract; but. 
groat number of the largest works, amount- 
ing to more than £100,000, havo not as 
yet beon touched. Schedule B also includes 
agum of £60,000 to be distributed to tha 
yarions Road Boards in tho Province ; and 
as this sum is further incrornsed by the 
amount of the rates levied hy the Boards in 
thoiv respective districts, thore is an ample 
field for the employmont of labour in this 
direction, Tho Rond Boards, tho con- 
tractors for railways and other Government 
works, and the Governmont itsolf, found 
during the past year very great diMoulty in 
procuring lebourers, and on this account 
many important works had to be postponed, 
There is one item in the list of “ Miscel- 
lancous” works which may excuse 0 passing 
remarls, viz., the sum of £15,000 for* Wator 
Supply, Malvern to Rolleston.” Betweon 
these two places lies a stretch of plain Innd 
mostly good, bxt unfortunately not well 
watered. It is proposed to bring down 
aoross this plain, wator from a rivor near 
the hills, and to distribute it over the 
country, It is probable that the actual cost 
of this work will amount to: yory much 
more than the sum nemed, But, besides 
affording employment to a number of 
Jabouvers in its construction, tho work will 
render available for sottlomont a largo aren 
of ngrioultural lond, within cagy reach of a 
market, and as yot unbought from tho 
Orown, he 
Thoro are cortainly in. Canterbury a vory 
large numbor of publio works of all descrip. 
tions, either at- presont under contrast) or 
awaiting tenders, or proposed, which will 
offer employment to iinmigrants,. ‘The 
enormous revennie now derived from ‘sales 
of Grown lands may not continue to: flow: 
into tho Treasury at its present rato ‘for 
many years moro ; but thors are not iow 
any signs of ity censing, and the ‘gales ovory 
week aro as large ng ever. In. consequénce 
of the great scarcity of Inbour the question 
has: beon seriously discussed, -whothor: it 
would not be advisable to Iny by for a time 
the greater. part of the revenue, and only 
proceed - with a few of the most absolutely 
ecessaty works; <and' the furmera and 
sheop-owners-aro often put to serious incon- 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TDIARU. 


* PROVINOE OF OANTERBURY. 


veniones by the difficulty of procuring 
Jnbourers for shearing or harvest, owing to 
tho numbers engaged on the public works, 
Moreover, the price at which contracts can 
profilably be taken has of late years very 
considerably risen. 


ADVANTAGES orrereD To Lanouners, 
Mrovantes, Swart, Farmers, &o, 


Canterbury offers to the industrious immi- 
granb of the labouring class a certain 
prospeot af employment, ab good wages, for 
gome timo to come, In a new country, 
thore is always so largo a quantity of worl 
to bo performed in bringing the waste Iand 
into cultivation, and thore are s0 many 
public works required to properly develop 
the resources of the country, that Inbour 
must be in demand, That there have been, 
and probably will be again, times in which 
the lowering of the prices of our productions 
in the home markets produces 1 bad effect 
on the general prosperity, and thence 
naturally on the rates of wages for labour, is 
not tobe denied ; but labouring men, owing 
to the generally low prices of tho necessaries 
of life, can support these periods of depres~ 
sion fir more ensily hero than in older 
countries, and tho “bad times” aro not, as 
a rule, of long duration, 

For the “small farmer” olass there could 
bo no better field than Canterbury. ‘Land 
is ensily procurable, and the greator part of 
it is woll adaptod for cultivation, Tho 
inorenaé, overy year, of the quantity of culti- 
vated land is a proof that agriculture in tho 
Province has hithorlo boon successful. Tho 
ferent drawbnok, up to the presont time, has 

been the want of easy communioation ; but 
tho extension of the railways, and the not~ 
work of roads now stretching over covery 
portion of the Province, aro rapidly pro~ 
dueing on alteration for tho better in this 
reapeot, 

anterbury will, it is hoped, in a vory 
few yenrs ho go far provided with railways, 
thut overy district will have easy means of 
communication with the markets, and the 
roads, under the direction of tho various 
Boards, ave every year rapidly improving, 
It may bo mentioned, as interesting to 
farming immigrants, that, owing 10 the 
general miltness of tho climate, no special 
caro hag to bo taken of stool in the wintor 
time. Sheep and cattlo can be left out in 
tho fields all tho year round : horses have 
usually, if running loose, a2ug placed over 
them in winter, Severo frosts are un~ 
known + snow, on the plaing, seldom lies 
more thon a fow hours, Usually. no 
further preparation of the land is required 
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for the plough than burning off tho native 

3. Agricultural machinery is coming 
Into use more and more each year, Reap- 
ing and threshing machines have been 
common for a long time past; but steam 


cultivation has not as yet been found pro- 
fitable. A system of reaping, as used in 


South Australia, by stripping off the cars 
of corn, instead of cutting it low down to 
the ground, ia being tried, and, it is 
believed, with some success. 

A glance at the wages tablo will show that 
men are in demand for almost overy trade, 
and, in frot, ordinary mechanics are perhaps 
Dottor off than any other class at the present 
time, With regard to mechanics espeoiilly 
engaged in industries, it is probable that 
although manufactures and mining indus- 
tries ave as yet hardly in existence, it will 
not be long before they are started in Can- 
terbury, Amongst those most likely to be 
promoted in the next few year, may be 
named woollen mills, iron works, potteries, 
coal mines, sacking and bagging factories 
{from Phornvium Abre), and papor mills. 

ndecd, the absence of slrilled workmen has 
been the chief reason why these industries 
have nob been already undertaken. 


Priors or Farm Sroox. 


The following return, from information 
by (R.W.), o largo dealer in stock, gives the 
ruling prices — 

Draught horses (fair), from 620 to £40 ; 
firat-class horses fetch up to £80, 

Working oxen (nob much in use), £10. 

Milch cows, £6 to £8, sny ovorage 
£6, 103, 

Mixed cattle, consisting of cows, heifers, 
and atoors, £3, 10s, 

Morino ewes, 4s, 6d, each; Morino 
wethors (lean), 6s, each; Merino wethers 
(fat), 8s, each, 

ross-bred ‘wes (from Morino ewes and 
Jong.vtodl rams), 10s. ; ditto wethors, 16s, 

verage price of fat bullocks, 20a per 
100 Ib, 

Average price of fab wethers, 23d, per Ib. 

Pure long-woo! sheep bring high prices 
according to breed and condition, 

These Pulees must be iuken as the 
average of tho goar. Thoy vary from time 
to time, particularly o3 regards sheop, in 
the valuo of which the fleeco forma an im- 
portent cloment, 


Prices or Nrovssanms or Live, 


Tho following may bo taken as a fair 
average of prices of the ordinary neccs- 
navies of life for 1873 :—~ 

Ton, aay from 28, 6d, to 5s, por lh, 
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Sugar, say from 8d. to 63d. per Ib, 
Bread, any from 6d, to 7d, per 4 tb, 
Butter, say from 9d. to 1s, 2d. per Ib. 
Cheese, say from 6d. to 9d. per lb, 
Mutton, say from 2d, to 3d. per Lb, 

Beef, say from 8d, to 6d, por Ib. 

Bacon and hams, say from’ 8d. to 9d. 
per Ib. 

Fish, say from. 4d. to 6d, per lb, 

Beer (Colonial), say from 90s, to 170s, 

er hhd, 

Beor (English), say £10. 10s, por bhd. 

Coals, say from 50s, to 76s. per ton, 

(The lust article is chiefly imported from 
Newcastle, in Australia, It is probablo 
that the opening of the Canterbury coal 
mines will soon reduco the prico very 
materially.) 

Fowls, say from 4s, per couple. 

Duoks, say fiom, 6s, to 6s, per couple, 

Geese, say from 6s, to 8s, per couple, 


,' Rewiarovs Boptes, 


As far as can be ascertained, the follow- 
ing list comprises the most important eccle- 
sinstioal organizations in the Province ; but, 
as has been already observed, the popule~ 
lation comprises members of almost every 
form of Church and sect, and even includes 
several Chinese.  'Lhero are, therefore, 
probably many who aro not contained in 
the list below. 

Tho Church of England in Canterbury is 
governed by a Bishop (who is also Primato 
of New Zealand) with a chapter and 
canons. Tho cathedral in Christchurch, 
designed by Six Gilbert Scott, is not yet 
much more than contmenced. Some years 
ago a gum of over £6,000 was expended in 
constructing the foundations, which aro 
very massive, and for a long time no further 
steps wore taken in tho matter. In 1873, 
however, £5,000 was devoted to the com- 
mencement of the walls, to a height of 
about 9 ft, all round ; and it is expected 
that gradually the work may be proceeded 
with, though the size of the building will 
necessarily cause its completion to be con- 
siderably delayed, The total cost of the 
work ig estimated at £50,000. There are, 
besides, nine churches in Christchurch and 
its suburbs, one at Lyttelton, and others in 
the various country towns and villages. 
Sorvices are also held, when possible, at 
many of the up-country residences and 
stations, 

The Roman Catholics of Canterbury 
form part of the Dioéeso of Wellington, 
Tn Christchurch, there aro services at the 
chapel every morning, and on Sundays in 
the evaning, There are also chapela at 
Tytielton, “Timaru, Tomuka, Rangiora, 
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Alcaroa, Leithfiold, and. oconsional services 
are held at various country places ay oppor- 
tunity occurs, There at prosont but five 
pricsts in the Province, but hopes aro entor- 
tained thet tho numbor may soon bo 
increased. Adjoining the chepel in Olrist- 
church is 2 Convent of Nuns of the ordor 
of Our Lady of Missions, who conduct a 
large school for girls, well attoniled by 
scholars of all denominations, ‘Thero is 
also a boys’ school attached to the church 
at Christchurch, and to that at Lyttelton, 

Tho Wesleyan Mothodists havo tivo 
largo chapels in Christchurch, and others in 
the suburbs, in Lyttelton, Kaiapol, Jimaru, 
and many country places. 

The Prosbyterians have also two chrpels 
in Christchurch, and several ministors 
stationed in different parts of the Province. 

There are, besides, in the towns and more 
populous country districts, congregations, 
with many chapels, of Baptists, Intlepon- 
dents, United Methodists, and of other re- 
ligious bodies, The Jews hava a synagoguo 
in Olnistchuvch, During 1878 o church 
was arected in the capital for tho use of 
those emigrants from Germany or Scandi- 
navia, who belong to Pxotostant denomi- 
nations, 

The affairs of the Church of England, 
which has large landed property, ave 
managed b the Capitular Body, « Diocesan 
Synod, anda body of Trustees ; and thero 
is also 2 Commission specially appointed to 
supervise the work on the cathedral, ‘Cho 
Catholics, Wesleyans, and, Presbyterians 
conduct their affairs in the manner usual in 
cach cage, 

There aro branches of tho Sociaty for 
Promoting Christian Knowledgo conneoted 
with the Sinurch of England, and tho Biblo 
Society, of which porsons of many denomi- 
nations are membors, 


Epvoarttonan EsraprisuManas, 


The Province of Canterbury has, ospoci- 
ally of lato years, devoted larga sums of 
money and enacted various Ordinances for 
the furtherance of primary ond suporior 
education, Tt will be conveniont to divido 
the subject into several branches, and then 
to summarizo the information, Tho di- 
visions will bo.—1, Tho system adopted for 
primary education ; 2, ‘The provision made 
for inoreasing tho teaching power; 3, The 
establishmonts and ondowments provided 
for higher education ; 4, Tho New Zealand 
Univorsity in connection with Onntorbury ; 
5. Tho probable prospects and presont ad- 
ministration of tho revenues and property 
appropriated to the purposes of oducation, 

he present remarks will bo contined to 
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public education ; but there ave, both in 
Ohristchurch and the country, many private 
schools, etameniary and otherwise, whore 
largo nuunbors of children are educated, 


L—Primary Education, 


The first Ordinance of the Provinsial 
Council relating to this matter was passed 
in tho cighth session, 1857, It was a short 
and simplo enrotment of which the most 
important clauses provided that certain 
sums of money, amounting to £2,200, 
should be divided botweon the Church of 
England, tho Wesleyans, and the Presby- 
toriang, and the charge and control of tho 
schools were huuded over to them. School 
foes wera to bo paid, and an Inspector of 
Schools was appointed. 

In 1863, another short Ordinance was 
passed, appointing a Board of Bducation, 
under whose control the public schools of 
the Province wore placed, and who were 
empowered to decide upon applications for 
Bronte of public moncy in aid of schools, 

n this Ordinance, mention is made for the 
firat time of “Zooal Committees” for dis 
trict schools. Tho first stop was also then 
taken towards withdrawing tho control of 
public education from the various religious 

odies, 

In 1864, o still further advance was 
made, Tho Education Ordinance, 1804,” 
-provided—1, That on application from the 
inhabitants of any locality, the Board of 
Eduontion might tale stops for proclaiming 
auch Jooality an educational district, ‘This 
‘was to bo dono by taking a majority of the 
votes, for or against, nt n public meeting of 
houscholders and landed proprictora. 2, 
That if a district woro thus formed tho 
meeting should proceed to elect a School 
Committee, who should take chargo of 
educational mattors within tho district. 3, 
That tho Board of Hducation should haye 
power to grant to tho districts, for the ag- 
tablishment of now schools, any stn nob 
excacding threo-fourths of the catimated 
cost of tho necessary buildings, the Local 
Committeo providing the other fourth, 
4, That for this last, and other school pur- 
poses, the Local Committee should have 
powor to raiso within tho district a rato 
payable by every householder, such rato 
not to oxceed 20s, for cach house, 6, That 
the Board might make, to any school 
established under the Ordinance, on annual 
grant of £76, but that no alteration, oxcopt 
as specially provided, should be made in 
roapecb of schools established before tho 
pessing of the Ordinances; such schools, 

however, to bo placed undor the charge of 

Committees. . 6, That schools established 
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in connection with any purlicular roligious 
denomination should be entitled to recoivo 
spooial geants in aid, the contol of the 
roligions teaching in such schools being left 
to such denomination, Religious instruc- 
tion in the district. achools was to bo under 
tho control of the Local Committe, No 
special gran mado as shove provided was 
to oxcced £2 for overy child in average 5 
attendance, 7. Provision was made for tho 
inspection of all public schools, 8, ‘Three 
achools, namely, Christ’a Collego Grammar 
School and the High School (both in Christ- 
church), and the Ligh School, Lyttelton, 
swore excepted from tho Ordinance, and 
wory to recive annual grants in aid of from 
£200 to £300, Sush are the most inrpor- 
tant provisions of this Ordinance, which, as 
may be seen, was a long step in advance of 
those which preceded it, 

A short and not important Ordinance 
waspassed in 1866, roforting only to matters 
of detail in connection with the Local 
Oommittes. 

Another short Oxdinance, roferring to the 
collection of the rates abové mentioned, was 
passed in 1868, but was in the samo yoar 
repealed. 

in 1871 an Ordinance was passed con- 
solidating and amending the law relating to 
education. Its principal provisions wore 
—1. That in educational districts a rato, 
not exceeding 6d. in the pound on tho 
annual valuo of the property in the district, 
mighb in cortain cases bo levied for tho 
purpose of orecting or maintaining tho 
school buildings, 2 The amount to bo 
granted by the Board of Hducation towards 
orooting now schoola was raised from threc- 
fourths to ilve-sixths of thoir cstimated 
cost, tho district providing ona-aixth. 3, 
Tho achool fees hithorto charged in tho 
districl schools wore made to cease in 1872, 
and instead thereof every householder x0- 
siding within a redius of threo miles from 
tho gchool was to pay an annual sum of 
203, and a further sum of 63, for ovory 
child between tho ages of six and thirteen, 
Not more than 20s, was howevor to bo paid 
for any number of childron by any house. 
holder, so that the maximum amount to bo 
contributed by him could not exceed £2 
per anntun, ‘The provisions of tho foregoing 
Ordinances relating to grants in aid of de- 
nominational schools and to roligious 
instruction wore embodied algo in this 
Ordinance, 

In 1872 an Ordinance was passed pro~ 
viding that oxisting clauses relating to the 
clection of School Committers should not 
apply to the towns of Christchurch, Timarn, 
Lyttelton, or Kainpoi, but that in those 


144 


places certain other proceedings should be 
taken. 

In a subsequent session of 1872, the 
Ordinance of 1871 was repealed, and 
another passed, re-enacting many of its 
provisions, and introducing certain amend- 
ments, but not interfaing in any vory 
important way with the oxisting system. — 

n the next session, no Education Ordi- 
nance was passed, but a resolution was 
carried in the Council to the offect that it 
was desirable, in order to place the means 
of elamontary education within the reach 
of ag many childien as possible, to include 
within an educational district every locality 
in the Province whee there were at least 
twonty-five children between the ages of 
six and thirteen years, The effect of this 
resolution was to bring under the operation 
of the Ordinances the towns mentioned 
above, It is necessary here to go back a 
little, in order to show how this change 
affected. the whole system of primary edu- 
cation, As before observed, the Education 
Ordinance, 1864, provided that special 
grants in aid might be made to denomina- 
tional schools, and the words were added, 
“such schools shall not be included in any 
educational district.” This provision re- 
mained in force, being re-enacted in_ the 
various Ordinances, until 1872; and as 
Christchurch, Timaru, Lyttelton, and Kai- 
apoi werd not educational districts, the 
denominational schools in those towns 
redeived grants in ‘aid from the Board of 
Hdueation, By the passing of the abovo 
resolution, these schools would be deprived 
of this assistance. No steps were, how- 
ever, for some months taken by the Board 
of Education to carry the resolution into 
effect, 

In 1873, an Ordinance was passed to 
consolidate and amend the law relating to 
public education in Canterbury, and this 
Ordinance is nb present in force. Tho pre- 
vious enactments were, toa great extent, 
retained, so fur as related to the establish- 
ment of the Board of Education and Local 
Opmmittees, and the goneral distribution 
of funds, The main alterations werc—l, 
That the Superintendent might proclaim as 
an eduvational district any locality where it 
might seem necessary (thus including tho 
towns), 9. That no provision was made in 
the Ordinance for any assistance to denomi- 
national schools, which wore, therefore, not 
in future to receive any aid from the State, 

From the above rdswmd, ib will be seen 
that, starting from o system under the 
control of the various denominations, 
assisted by grants from the Treasury, the 
Provinos hus ab the present time arrivéd at 
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® system, of which the most important 
features may ho stated a4 followa;— 

All primary public cducation is under 
the control of & Board of eight members, 
appointed and romovablo by the Super. 
intendent. The Bourd entortaine and 
decides upon all questions as lo the distri- 
bution of public money appropriated by the 
Provineiat Council for establishing new and 
aiding existing district schools, ‘Teachers, 
ingpectora, and other officers avo appointed 
by tho Board,’ The Province is divided 
into districts, according as the inoreaso of 
settlement renders them necessary, the 
number of these at presont being cighty- 
four, As the country bocomes populated, 
more districts aro required ; and tho Super- 
intendent has power, if ho thinks fit, to 
proclaim any locality an educational district, 
Schools in theso districts are built, as xe- 
quixed by tho Board of Education, tho 
inhabitants providing one-sixth of tho 
necessary cost. Tho householders of each 
district annually clect a Local Committee, 
who, under the Board, have control over 
educationn] matters in their district, 

No fees ave charged in an publio school, 
but every householder residing within a 
radius of three miles from the school has to 
py #1 por annum, and a further sum of 68, 
‘or every child he has between the agos of 
six and thirteen. Ii is, however, provided 
that no person shall be liable to pay for his 
children moro than £1, 80 that in no caso 
does a householder pay move than £2 por 
annum towards tho. maintenance of tho 
‘school, whatever may be the number of hia 
children, 

Childven of parents rosiding more than 
threo miles from a school may attend on 
payment of 6, cach per quarter. 

In all schools under the Board, the syatont 
of clementary education comprises reading, 
writing, spolling, arithmetic, geography, 
history (snered and rietns), and English 
grammar, No child is compelled to bo 
present at the teaching of history whoso 
“parents or guardians object theroto, Milis 
tary drill is taught in the schools, 

Olanse 62 of the Ordinance provides thut 
the Committee of any school may sot apart 
either one whole day or two half-days in 
each weelt, during which ministors of religion 
may impart religious instruction to children 
belonging to their various denominations, 
provided that no children shall bo allowed 
to-attend such instruction except on & 
written request from their parents or 
guardians, 

The salaries of the teachers are fixed 
according to the pumbor of children attend. 
ing tho schools, but no male teacher recgived 
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less than £180, and no female toncher less 
than £60 per aimun. 

Such ave the main features of the Canter- 
bury educational system. It will be seen 
that, whilst the Stato has decided to be in 
no way connected with anyreligious donomi- 
nation, it has taken steps to place within 
the reach of every child in the Proviace the 
means of obtaining, ab the lowest possible 
price, instruction in the various branches 
mentioned above. ' 

Tt remains to bo stated what aro the funds 
appropriated by tho Provincial Council 
towards tho establishmont and maintenance 
of achools for primary education. First, in 
each session votes have been taken for 
school btiildings, salaries of teachers and 
officers, and other expenses of the dopart- 
ment, rising from tho vote of £2,200 in 1857, 
to £72,000 voted during 1878 ; and for the 
year ending 80th Septomber, 1874, there is 
again an amount of over £72,000, 

It ia evident that votes such as these, 
depending wpon the state of the revenue and. 
the will of the Council, would not offer a 
certainty for tho fulure to the Board of 
Education; and if they wero to ceaso 
suddenly, the burdon of building now 
achools and maintaining thoso already built 
would be thrown entirely on tho ratepayers, 
But besides the annual votes of monoy, tho 
Board of Hduention have another source of 
income to rely on, namely, the revenue fiom 
the lands reserved for ordinary eduentional 
purposes. Brom a roturn furnished by the 

townrd of Resarves, it appenrs that to tho 
prosont timo, 61,606 acres have been so ro- 
sorved, and that of these, 25,964 acres have 
heon Jet to tenants, Tho rental of theso 
Jandg varies according to thoir quality, 
Tho remaining 25,000 acros havo not been 
ck yet ronted, but are sure to be so before 
ong. 

Theso resorves aro let by public tendor, 
in blocks of not less than 100 reves each, 
applications being considered once amonth. 


2—Lhe Provision made for increasing the 
Leaching Power. 


With so many schools urgently required 
in so short a time, it is ovident that a 
nocossity oxists for providing eflicient 
teachers, ‘ho Provincial! Council have 
therefore voted, during the current year, a 
sun of £14,000 for the orection of a Normal 
School, where tenchers may be properly 
trained, The foundation ~stone of this 
building was Inid. in Decomber, 1878, and 
the oreclion is being proceeded with. Tho 
fonds necessary for its maintonance will of 
course have to he provided hereafter, 
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3,—The Establishments and Endowments 
for Higher Bducation, 


For many years (in fact almost since the 
first settlement of the Province) thore has 
been carried on, in connection with tho 
Church of England, a highly useful and, 
effective establishment for highor education, 
under the name of Christ’s College and 
Grammar School, or “Tho College,” Al- 
though, strictly speaking, an Anglican 
school, the college is open to and is made 
use of by scholars of all denominations, 
Catholics, Protestants, and Jows; and the 

ality of tho teaching has heen so good, 
that the school has attained what may be 
called pre-eminent position in Now 
Zealand. ‘The Rev, J. OC, Androw, who was 
appointed in 1873 as inspector of this and. 
kindred institutions uncer the Now Zealand 
University, reported in most favourable 
terms of the efficiency of the Ohristchurch 
Collego ; and tho position which its students 
tako in the examinations for scholarships 
(Provincial ox University) affords similar 
testimony, Up to 1873 tho college recoived 
from the Provincial Council an annual grant 
in aid, This has now been discontinued, ns 
before stated, and the school depends upon 
its own resources, which ayo, however, quite 
sufficient to maintain its efficiency. 

Coming to tho higher educational este- 
blishments supported by the State, wo find 
that at various periods the Provincial 
Council has made large reserves of land for 
these purposes, Firstly, for a “ Classical 
School,” the income at presont available for 
which is £764 per amum, Secondly, a 
“School for ‘echuical Science,” in con= 
janction with tho Musoun and Library, 
with an income (in 1873) of 61,030, 
Thirdly, a “College of Agrioulture,” in- 
come in 1878, £1,000, Fourthly, a “School 
for Superior Education,” incomo in 1873, 
£1,016, In 1878, the Council passed an 
Ordinance establishing and incorporating a 
Provincial College, with a largo and in- 
fluential Board of Governors, and in this 
institution those mentioned above have 
been merged. ‘The Provincial Colloge has 
not, of course, as yet had sufficient time to 
be fairly started, but the Board of Governors 
havo taken steps to procure @ competent 
staff of professors, and there is no doubt 
that in n year or tivo the institution will be 
in full working order. The aren reserved 
for these purposes is about 360,000 reres, 

The work hitherlo done in the direction 
of superior edueation by the “Canterbury 
Collegiate Union” will be advorted to in 
considering tho noxt portion of the subject. 

It is not out of placo to montion, in con- 
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nection with Higher education, 
bury Museum, 


the Canter- In Canterbury, 
he Publio Library, and tho been called th 
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the hody so afliliaied has 
6 “Collegiate Union,” and 


various libraries and institutes in tho was formed by en amalgamation for this 


Province, Of the first-named, it is not too 
much to say thnt it would bo creditable to 
any countiy, The collections placed in it 
ave varied and complete, and well arranged, 
and cannot fail to be of great use in future 
yenrs as 4 means of education, Moreover, 
Jeotures on scientific subjects have been 
dehvered at the Museum, and now that itis 
incorporated with the Canterbury College, 
its educational usefulness will bovery largely 
increased, 

A. Mechanics’ Institute and Library has 
‘been in existence in Christchurch for some 

ears, but, owing to various causes, has not 
toon 80 genotally useful ag might have beon 
desired. Dung the present year, however, 
this institution has been taken over by the 
Provincial Government as the nucleus of a 
‘public library, and a sum of £6,000 has heen 
devoted to the purchase of a first instalment 
of books, &, It may bo hoped that 
Canterbury may hereafter possess a public 
lihrary, if not as large, at least ad useful aa 
those of Melbourne and Boston. 

Libraies, book clubs, and institutes aro 
to be found in almost every district in the 
Province, Every town and almost each 
Tullage has oa, and a vote of £5,000 passed 
hy tho Provincial Council, in 1878, for dis- 
tribution amongst stich institutions, has 
gieatly stimulated their increase, 

The Board of Education set apart each 
year a sum of money for a number of 
scholarships, ‘There are at piesont twenty 
of these, of the value of £40 each, tenable 
for two years, and open to all scholars in the 

Provinces, whether from the distrivt schools 
under the Education Oidinancs, or schools 
auch as the college, or under private tuition, 
‘With the inceasing population, and tho 
apread of educational institutions, the 
number of these acholarships may probably 
«be expected to be increased. 


4,—-The New Zealand University. 


The University of Now Zealand is of 
course a colomal institution, not confined to 
any particular Province, It was established 
under an Act of the General Assembly in 
1870, and application has been made to the 
Imperial Government for a charter to it, 
For yarious reasons, this has not yet been 
obtained, but it will doubtless not be long 
delayed, In the meantime, the University 
‘has commonced its career, and may be con- 
sidered to be fully established as faras this 
country is concorned. Its work in the 
‘various Provinces is carried on by the affilin~ 
tion to it of the higher educational bodies, 


nurpose of tho Ohrigtchurch Oollego and the 
Museom, At present, thé Collegiate Union 
is in process of being brought under the new 
Provincial College, which will become tho 
institution affiliated to the Now Zealand 
University. Titherto, the Union hns 
sworked by means of lectures, open to tho 
public, which havo beon delivered by various 
gentlomen, on classics, mathematics, modern 
Tangoages, history, natural science, English 
literature, and jurisprudence, ‘The Gov- 
ernors of the Provincial College propose to 

rovide » regular staff of professors in the 
following branches :—Olnssios, mathematics, 
history, English literature, modern Jan- 
guages, natural philosophy, biology, cho- 
migtry, montal philosophy, political evonomy, 
and jurisprudence, Although necessarily & 
work of time, it is hoped that faw yeas will 
pass bofoie instiuction can be efficiontly 
given in these subjects, 

The University does not, however, confine 
itself ontirely to woking through the afl- 
ated institution, It grants degrees in tho 
same manner as other universities, and, 
moreover, from the funds at its disposnl, 
establishes scholaships, of which the number 
and. value depend, as yet, upon the revenue 
available, This is not the place to onter 
fully on the university wok, but enough 
has’ been said to show what bonefit tho 
Province of Canterbury derives from it, 


5.—Tha Admintatration and Ay ropriation 
of Revenue devoted by the Province 
to Education, 


The necessary information on this head 
mnay be gathered from the foregoing remarks, 
Briefly, the funds available in Canterbury 
for education aro deiived, firstly, from 
annual yotes of tho Provincial Council ; 
secondly, from areas of Jand sot apart os 
yeseryes aud endowments; ihirdly, from 
yates and contributions from the people. 
‘Tho first amounts aro expended, for primary 
education, by the Boar appointed under 
tho Ordinance ag above stated ; the second 
arendministered bya “Steward of Reserves,” 
who has power to let the lands to tenants on 
coifnin conditions ; the third aro paid over 
to the Board and dealt with by them, as aro 
the first, It is ovident that the first, or tho 
annual votes of the Council, are dependent 
on the state of the Provincial rovente, and 
my therefore be expected to be not always 
so large ag thoy have been of late years, 
The second and third sources of 1ovenue, 
depending on tho inerease of population, 
which is a matler of certainty, aud tho 
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general prosperity of the country, which is, 
to all appearance, probably also increasing, 
may fairly be expected to grow largor every 
year, 

Summarizing ag briofly ag possible, it 
may he stated that, as regards primary 
educntion, tho system in force in Canter- 
bury is secular or undenominational, in 
which tho Stato, refusing to recognize any 
responsibility for giving more than. the 
rudiments of material and commercial in- 
struction, hag placed the means of obtaining 
such instruction within the reach of the 
poorest inhabitant. ‘The multiplication of 
achool districts, the abolition of school fees, 
and the provision that no porson shall pa; 
movo than £2 por annun for having his 
children taught, whilst all have to pay 
something whether they haye children or 
not, have rendoxed it easy for any ono to 
inauve for his family tho benefit of instruc- 
tion in at least those subjects enumerated 
in tho Education Ordinance, Ag regards 
higher education, the Provincial authorities 
havo been ovidently eager to supply umplo 
faoilities ; and, with tho varions district 
schools, tho colloges, museum, and Iecture- 
halls, with their attondant scholarships and 
other incentives to progress, there seems to 
be in Canterbury alniost every provision 
made befitting so young a country for 
instruction for the young, 


Tloseirang AND OIARITABLE 
Insrrrurions, 


Exclusive of several private hospitals 
maintained by various medical men, there 
ute in Canterbury two hospitals, ono at 
Ohuistchurch and ono at Timaru, with a 
casual ward in Lyttelton for cases of acci~ 
dent in the harbour, on board ship, &o, 
Tho Ohristchurch Hospital is situated on 
the banks of the Avon, in a healthy posi- 
tion, and surrounded by tastefully Inid-out 
grounds, ‘Lhe annual voto of the Council 
for its maintenance nmounts to o little 
under £6,000 at presont, ‘The hospital has 
now accommodation for about 130 patients, 
and a further inorense is contomplated, 
which will admit about 70 more, In 1873, 
about 1,300 out-pationts were also treated, 
Nowand extonsive fever wards have recently 
beon built, containing oxcellent accommo- 
dation, and capable of being quite isolated 
from the rest of the building, ‘The stall of 
the hospital consists of one xesident house- 
surgeon, two visiting surgeons, two visitin 
physicians, ono ophthalmio surgeon, an 
four consulting aurgeons and physicians, 
Aseording to the rogulations, pationts aro 
supposed to pay towards their maintenance 
&U por weok for tho first six weelcs, and 
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108. por wook afterwards, whilst in the 
hospital ; but, piactically, the institution is 
kept as much as possible for those who 
cannot afford to pay for medical advice, 
and who aro admitted. gratis. : : 

The hospital at Timaru is g similar insti- 
tution, of & smaller class, maintained by tho 
Government at e presont annual cost of 
about £1,200, 


The Orphanage, 


This is established in Lyttelton, on a sito 
overlooking the harbour, It is capable of 
accommodating about 120 childron, and is 
managed, at a present annual cost of about 
£2,500, by a master and matron, with a 
ataff of nurses, It is a purely public insti- 
tution, and is vory satisfactorily conducted. 
The childron, as soon as they are old enough, 
are gpprenticed to various trades, or sent 
out to situations as domestic sorvanta, &e, 
There were, about the close of 1873, 94 
children in the Orphanage, 


The Lenatio Asylum. 


This is situated on a piece of land con- 
taining about 50 roves, throes miles from 
Obristchurch. 6 will accommodate about 
160 patients, Large additions have lately 
been made to it, and the male and female 
wards ara now entirely distinct and sepa- 
rato, There is also a separate establishment 
in the same grounds for the reception of 
confirmed drunkards, who aro sont for 
various pesiods to tho lunatic asylum by 
tho Magistrates, Tho institution is entirely 
1 public ono, but if the relatives of patients 
can afford it, they have to pay a amatl sian 
por week for theix maintenanco, ‘Tho 
annual cost to tho Province iy about 
£8,500, 

Tho system adopted in ihe asylum is, 
according to modern practice, ono of kind- 
ness and moderate control. ‘ho buildings 
are lofty and well vontilated, the food good 
and plentiful, and every caro is taken to 
provide, where possible, reoreation and 
amusement for the pationts, Olristchurch, 
which possesses a thentre and sovoral halls 
for various entertainments, is hardly over 
without the presence of somo professional 
patformers, and many of these, besides the 
local amateurs, take Supontan ties of giving 
entertainments to the paticnts at tho 


asylum, 
Charitable Aid, 


Besides the above locnl institutions, the 
Provincial Government of Canterbury pro- 
vides liborally for the maintonanco of those 
who, from accidents, or old age, or other 
cnuses, oro uneablo to support themselves, 
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The Charitable Aid Department, which in 
1873 cost £4,500, had recently under its 
chargo about ninety persons, mostly widows 
and children, or women deserted by ther 
husbands, Theso aro not collected in any 
separate establishment, but are assisted by 
the Government according as their neces- 
sities require. A number of men who have, 
from vatious causes, so far lost the uso of 
their limbs as to be incapable of doing any 
but light work, aro employed under this 
department in work in the public domains, 
anting on tha railway lines, &c, where 
the labour is easy and does not require 
great despatch, 

The above aro the chief purely charitable 
institutionsmaintained at the publicexpense 
in Canterbury. One more should, how- 
ever, be here spoken of, though not strictly 
in the samo category. Itis the reformatory 
or industrial selodl, Consequent on the 
rapid inorease of the population of the 
Province, especially in the towns, it became 
necessary to establish some institution for 
veclaiming from evil tho boys and gitls 
whose paronts neglected to look after them, 
It was therefore decided, in 1872, to build, 
on a piece of Jand about cighteen miles 
from Christchurch, o Jaige industrial school, 
and. this is now in operation. Itis intonded, 
when the school is fairly in woking order, 
that the inmates shall be taught vmious 
trades and occupations, for which tho 
building itself, and the large piece of land 
surrounding it, will bo made available. 

A fow words should be said of private 
charitable institutions, Thero are many 
of these in connection with the various 
xeligious denominations, such as the Beno- 
volent Aid Society, tho Houso of Refugo 
for Females, the Soctet of St. Vincent of 
Paul, &e, ‘There are likewise branches of 
differont benefit societies—Masons, Odd- 
fellows, Foresters, and the like, 

Altogather, it may be said that Canter- 

_ bury is well provided with charitable insti- 
tutions of various kinds, both public and 
wivate ; whilst, on tho other hand, it must 
je remembered that thers is not the same 
need for them here as in older countrics ; 
for the low price of the necessaries of life, 
the high wages, and geneial prosperity of 
the people, render it much more oasy, espo- 
cjally to persons of the working classes, to 
gain a subsistence, and to attain ton certain 
amount of luxurious living, 
Cosr ox Corrages axp Ornur 
Reswwevors, : 
Prices of Building for Cottages. 
Cottagds, two-roomed, 24 ft, x 
12H. (ip FOP). verses 6465 
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Cottages, two-roomed, 24 ft, x 
12 ft. {in country)... . £60 


Ruling rates of rent for dwolling-hoyges 
in town — 

Four-roomed cottages, from 10s, to 128, 
por week, 

Six-comad cottages, from 16%, to 20s. 
per werk, according to position, &e, 

Family houses, from £70 to £120 por 
annum, according to position, &o, 





Emrenation Reaunarions—Ilinvg vor 
Emtaranrs, 


Tho system of immigration adopted by 
tho Colony of Now Zealand is, practically, 
a freo one, 

The ships employed to bring out im- 
migrants avo very carefully chosen ond 
thoroughly inspected. hefore starting, They 
aro all under the provisions of the Passenger 
Act. Thoro ig always a doctor on board, 
and a mation in charge of the singlo women, 
and these, with the captain, on arrival in 
port, receive, according to their offloioncy 
and good conduct, gratuities from tho 
Government. Tho ’tween-deoks of all tho 
ships are divided into three compartmonts, 
kept carefully distinct and sopmte, for 
single men, married couples, and singlo 
women. A liberal scale of rations has boon 
adopted, under which each immigrant ve- 
ceives beef, pork, preserved meat, voge- 
tables, tea, cottee, dc, and bread, Ohildvon 
under twelve yens of ago aro specially 
provided for, 

Immediately after tho sailing of an immi- 
grant ship from England, tho Agont-Goneral 

‘or New Zealand forwards to tho Colonial 
Government, by overland mail, 0 list con~ 
taining tho names and ocoupations of all on 
board, A summary of this list is published 
in the local papers, with an advertisement 
stating that applications for tho classes of 
labour therein specified will be reovived by 
the Immigration Department. ach immi-~ 
grant ship is, on arrival, immediately visited 
by tho Iealth Oilicer and tho Twmigration 
Commissioners, If tho stato of health is 
satisfactory, the Commissioners go on board 
and inspeot all the arrangemonts, Tho 
immigrants are mustered, ond inquirios 
made as to comfort, discipline, and gonoral. 
conduct of al on board, 

The immigranis ava asked if thoy hayo 
any complaints to male, oithor of tho 
quality or quantity of tho provisions and 
water supplied io them, and gonorally if 
they have heen comfortable and sqtiefied on 
the voyage, 

All the compartments of the ship, tho 
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surgery, hospitals, Iavatorios, closets, &e., 
mo inspected, oud any defects noted, In 
case of complaints or bad conduct on tho 
part oither of tho officers in charge or of 
the immigrants, a strict inquiry is insti- 
tutod before the report of the Commissioners 
is sont in, 

As soon as tho inspection is ovor, the 
immigrants are landed with their luggage 
and procead by special train to the dopbt 
at Addington, a distance of about sight 
miles, whoro they are comfortably lodged in 
large and. well-ventilated apartments, and 
treated with the gacatest caro by tho master 
and matron, 

Two days are allowed for washing and 
monding clothes, &,, but those immigrants 
who are going to relations or friends, may 
leave immediately thoir friends como for 
thom, On the third day the’ engagoments 
take place. 

Careful provision ia mado for the protec- 
tion of single women, both on the voyage 
and after arrival, and no person is admitted 
into the engagemont-room who is not per- 
sonally known to the officers of tho dopart- 
mont to be of good character, unless ho 
brings a certificate to that effect from some 
toapectable householder, 

ach engagement is superintended by qn 
officor of the dopartment, and duly ontered 
in books kept for that purpose. Tho cur- 
rent rates of wages aro posted in each of 
tho compirtments of the depbt. Gonorally, 
vary caro is taken that the immigrant 
shall bo thoroughly well informed of tho 
alato of the Inbour market, so that ho shall 
not ho imposed on by persons ondeavouring 
to engayo sorvants at rates lower than those 
ourront, 

Amongst tho questions put to immi- 
grants on arrival is tho following —“ Have 
you any remarks to mako with regard to 
the promotion of emigration ot home 7” 
'Tho ‘following nro amongst tho answors 
lately givon, and axe fair average ppeoi- 
mens —~J. ML, marriod, fiom Jeisoy, anys: 
“Thero is no diMoulty in tho wey of any 
Jorscy people obtaining a passage if they 
are willing to come. Dr. Garrick (the 
local agont) makes overything ensy. 'fho 
drend of tho voyago stops a groal many 
from coming, I phall write deaoribing our 
treatment on the voyage ; it was much 
hotter than I expected,” 1. W., marricd, 
saya, * Leb emigrants write home dosoribing 
the country truthfully, and also.» descrip- 
tion of their troatmont on board ship, and 
after arrival in Now Zontand.” 
singlo mon, snya, “Work is so bad in 
London, thab many hundreds would come 
out if thoy wore not afraid of the long 
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voyn; Letlers homo from emigrants 
would help to do away with that fecling.” 
M. A. ZL, single woman, pays, “Many 
single womon that I know ave afraid of tho 
voyage, and the treatment they will receive 
upon arrival, If they could be informed 
how comfortable wo were on board, and in 
the depdt here, many would como out.” 

It will be seon from tho foregoing remaxks 
that, in point of fuct, the immigrant to 
Cantorbury has, in reality, no trouble, and 
nothing special to do on his arrival, Irom 
tho timo when he reaches the dept in 
England, whothor in London, Plymouth, or 
olsewhere, everything is dono for him } 
the Govornmont, ‘ho regulations rogard- 
ing his comfort on board ship are strictly 
earriod out, and the vessols thomsolyés aro 
omofally selected, Tho provisions supplied. 
are good and plentiful, and on his arrival 
here, if ho has fiends to go 10, ho is ab 
liberty to join thom as goon as he likes. If 
not he is comfortably lodged and fed, and 
every possiblo facility is placed in his way 
for obtaining a good situation, 


Regulations to be observed in the Hu ing 
of Immigrants. 


1, Applications for married couples, 
single men, and single women, are receive 
at the op epee Offico fox some weeks 
previous to tho arrival of an immigrant 
ship, 

2, Upon the engagement day, duonotico 
of which is given by advertisoment, em- 
ployors attend at the barracks, and solecb 
according to priority of application, 

3. Tt is tho duty of tho Barrack Mnater 
to point out to persons applying for married 
couples or singlo mon, thoxo whom he has 
ascortained to be suitable for tho situations, 
and gonorally to assist omployors and 
immigrants in making the necessary 
Seagarnent for engagemont, 

4, It is tho duty of the Barrack Matron 
to assist porsons desirous of ongaging 
fomalo servants, by pointing out thoxe 
atitable for tho situations, and gonerally to 
assist omployers and immigtants in making 
the necossary arrangomente, 

5, A. list of the olsss of immigrants 
available for hire, and tho current rate of 
wages, will bo posted in all tho compaxt- 
ments of the barracks, 

6. Any employers unknown to the 
Immigration Oficor may ho roquosted to 
bring an introduction from a respeotable 
ouseholder, 

7. All agrcoments are made in wriling by 
employer and sorvant, and witnesied by 
Immigration OMeer, Tho original agree- 
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ment is kept as a record, a copy being 
given to the porson employed. 

8 Any immigrant who refuses a reason- 
able offer of service, will be required to 
Jeave at onco, The fact of auch refusal 
must bo reported immediately to the 
Immigration, Officer, and by him to the 
Government, . 

* 9, Immigrants who have accepted servico 
must leave the barracks without delay, and 
cannot be re-admutted, 


Regulations to be observed by Immigrants 
in Barracks, 

1. Accommodation in tho barracks will be 
afforded to immigrants nowly arrived for 
one week after landing, and no Jonger, 
without special permission from tho Immi- 
gration Officer, 

2 No person is allowed to enter tho 
barracks excepts by an order from the 
Immigration Officer. 

3. munigrants accommodated in the 
barracks raust be in their rooms by 9 o’clock 
pm. and must rise at 6 o'clock from the 

st September to tho 3lat March inclusive, 
and at 7a.m, from tho Ist April to tho 
3lat August, The berths and floors must 
be swept and cleaned out before 8 o'clock 
am, 

4, Tanmigrants will be expected to air 
their bedding daily, and obsorve strict 
cleanliness at all times, 

5, All slops must bo carried to the places 
appointed for that purpose, 

6.-No immigrant must write upon, or in 
any way damage any of the buildings, 

: No fire or light shall be kopt burning 
in any voom in the barracks after 9 pan, 
except under the direction of tho Immigra- 
tion Officer, 

' 8, No smoking will be allowed at any 
time in any of the rooms of tho barracks, 

9 No immigrant will be allowed to re- 
main in the barracks after obtaining om- 
ployment, excopt with the potmission of 
tho Immigration Officer. 

10, Any immigrant leaving tho barracks 
before being engaged, unless authorized by 
the Immigration Officer, will not be x0- 
admitted, * : 

11, Any person who shall use obscene 
longunge, become intoxicated, or violate 
any of tho above rules, will be immediately 
expelled irom the barracks, 

12, The Immigration Officer may require 
adult immigrants to do four hours’ work 
daily during their stay in the barracks, 


Law ann Pontos, 


The laws of Canterbury are like those 
of the other Provinces of New Zealand, of 
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a threefold character, Tirstly, there ate 
the various English laws applicable to tho 
Colony ; secondly, tho Acts of the General 
Assembly of New Zealand ; thirdly, the 
various Ordinances passed by the Provincial 
Council, which are, of course, valid only 
within the boundaries of the Provinco, 
These laws ave administerod, firstly, by the 
Suprome Court, the Judgo of which holds 
his office under the Colonial Government, 
although tho necessary buildings, and othor 
expenses arg borno by the Provineo 3 
secondly, by Resident Magistrates, of whom 
there are, in the Provines, five, holding 
their Courts at Christohurch (with a sub- 
district at Leeston), Timaru, Lyttelton, 
Kaiapoi (with sub-districts at Oxford, Ran~ 
giora, and Leithficld), and Akaroa (theso 
officers are also under the Colonial Govein- 
ment) ; thirdly, by Justices of the Peaca, 
of whom, in the varions parts of the Pro- 
vince, there aro at present 129, Theso 
gentlemen receive no asnlarics, Besides, 
the Provinces is divided into districts for 
tho pe ose of Coroners’ inquests, 

The Police Department is under tho 
control of the Provincial authorities, Tho 
force, an oxceedingly officient ono, is at 
presont composed of & total, including offl- 
cers, of 65 non, or about one to every 800 
of the population, The amount of crimo 
in Cantorbury is not great : for instance, it 
has always been a subject of remarle that a 
crowd hero is invariably orderly, ‘Lho 
Police force, however, is highly organized 
and in excellent order, and as they aro 
distributed in as many places as possible, 
thoy contribute vory largely to tho snfoty 
and peaconblo condition of the Province, 

Gaols huve been constructed and aro 
maintained by tho Provincial Government 
in Lyttelton (for long gervico prisonors), in 
Timarn, in Christchurch, and at Addington 
(for fomala prisoners), In Lyttolton' Gaol, 
tho convicts are employad in various ‘works, 
Hitherto, thoy have beon occupied in con. 
structing the breakwater in the harbour, of 
inagses of rock from the adjacent cliff ; now, 
however, this and other extensive harbour 
works, to a proposed cost of .£170,000, rire 
being constructed by contyactors, in the 
ordinary way, and other employment has 
to be found for the prisoners, 


CommrousL Oomranies AND 
ASSOCIATIONS, 


The usual facilities for transacting busi- 
ness aro of course not wanting in Canterbury, 
There are five banks in tho Provinco—the 
Bank of New Zealand, the Bank of Austral- 
asin, the Union Bank of Australia, tho 
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Bank of Now South Wales, and tho 
National Bank of New Zealand (Limitod), 
Theso, besides their head offices in Christ- 
church, have branch establishments and 
agencies in various country towns, such as 
Lyttelton, Kaiapoi, Timaru, Ashburton, 
Rangiora, &e. 

‘Lhe New Zealand Loan and Mercantile 
Agency Company, and the Trust and Agonoy 
Company of Ausitalasia, havo also offices in 
Chvistchurch and other towns, 

Soveral insurance companies ave likewiso 
established here, auch as the London and 
Liverpoal and Globe, the Royal, the London 
and Lanonshive, and otheis, of English 
origin, and tho South British, National 
and Standard Companies, started in tho 
Colony. 

Christchurch, Timaru, Kniapoi, Lyttelton, 
and Rangiora possess no Brigades, of 
which tho organization and efficiency are 
highly spoken of. 

there are several Building and Invest- 
ment Sovicties, which xondor very valuable 
assistance to thoso who are desirous of 
acquiring a comfortable home, buthavo not 
all the necessary capital, ‘Thus, for in- 
atanco, a poison who desires to recoive 
assistance towards building, according to 
the rules of one of thes Soctotics, exccutes 
a morigago of the proporty to the Society, 
and receives from it advances poriodioally 
during tho continuance of the work, Those 
advances cam be repnid by monthly, quar- 
torly, ov half-yoaly instalments, Tor in- 
atanco, if £60 is borrowed, both principal 
and intorest can-bo ropaid in fourteen years 
by a monthly pnymont of 10s, dd,, or by a 
quarlorly ppymont of £1, 11s, 3d., or by a 
halt-yearly” payment of £3, 83, 2d, 5 or ib 
can ho Aepnid in six years by a monthly 
pb of 17a, 11d, a quarterly payment 

» Lda, 2d, or a half-yenrly payment of 
16,98, 6d, ‘Tho borrowor can, if ho wishes, 

‘ai any tine rodeom the loan by giving threo 

months! notice, and poying tho balanco of 
the principal thon sotually duo, without 
furthoy paymont, The fees and charges aro 
oxceedingly moderate, Thoso Societies aro 
much used in Cantorbury, and ere found to 
bo of gront assistance : almost every one is 
enabled to build himself n comfortable home, 
and the towns are fall of cottages belongin 
to working mon, many of which aro oreoted 
with tho help of one of tho Building 
Societies, 

Aasoointtons such ns the Meat Ixport 
Companies, tho Tax Association, Chamber 
of Commorea, and the like, require a passing 
montion, cspecially the first, which, thanks 
to tho openizig of i ateady trade with Europ 
in progoryed meats, have done a great deal 
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towards establishing in this country a greater 
cortainty in tho valuos of stock than did 
oxist, and have therofore vory largely bone- 
fited tho agricultural portion 6£ the com- 
munity, 


Miscenzaneous Sooretiss, &0. 


There are at present three Agricultural 
and, Pastoral Associations in the Province 
of which one holds ils annual show of caitle 
aheop, imploments, and produce, at Obrist 
church, on November 9th in each year 
with a xam fair and grain show in tho 
autumn, A second is established at Timaru, 
and a third at Leeston, and both of these 
algo hold annual shows. Tho influonco of 
theso socictics, and the impetus givon by 
thom to stock-breeding, have largely contri- 
‘buted to raiso Cantorbury to a high rank as 
a country for pure stock of all classes. 
Thore is now hardly a ship coming to 
Lyttelton from England which does not 
bring out valuable sheep or cattle, selected. 
carefully from the best hords and flocks in 
tho old country. 

There has been an Acctimatization Society 
in oxistonco in Canterbury for some years 
past, and its Iabours have been, asa rule, 
vory successful aud highly useful, Ila 
funds are obtained by subscription, but the 
Provincial Council has, in most yoars, added 
a liboral grant from the Treasury, ‘Tho 
Socioty import overy your numbors of birds 
from Ungland, and, in conaequonee, in many 
parts of the Province aro found numbers of 
thrushes, blackbirds, yollow-hammors, lin- 
nots, skylavks, goldfinches, bullfinches, and 
other birds of tho liko class, A. yenr ago, 
rooks and starlings wore introduced, and 
thoy aio now ray nidly increasing, Treepting 
in the forests, the smaller native birds sro 
not abundant in Onntorbury, and until the 
Sooicty introduced those from, England 
hardly any woro to bo seen. Now, how- 
over, thoso latter aro spreading #0 fast that 
in a fow years, it is hoped, they will bo 
found overywhere ; and as the Society turns 
its attontion moro particularly to the intro- 
duction of thoso birds which aro useful for 
destroying grubs, flics, and _ontorpillars, 
they cannot fail to do a great deal of good. 
But besides theso, tho Soviety (and, it may 
bo mentioned, many private individuals) 
havo most successfully introduced gamo 
and fish of various kinds, Of tho firal, 
pheasants, partridges, and. hares axe tho- 
youghly ncclimatized and fast spreading over 
the country, Ingomo parts of tho Provinco 
pheasants may be seon in almost every field ; 
partridges ao rapidly increasing, chiefly in 
the northern district hares aro apparéntly 
doing well and breeding, Of fish, the 
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Society havo introduced the trout, some 
thousands of which have beon turned out in 
the various rivery, and in 1873 they suc- 
cessfully agcomplished tho feat of bringing 
young salmon trom England, ‘Chese last 
aro as yet too young to tim out; bus ib is 
hoped that, now they are here, they will 
take kindly to their new home, and, when 
sent to the sen, increase and multiply, In 
tha way of native game, New Zealand is 
not ao well supplied assome othor countries, 
‘Tho principal gamo is wild ducks (of which 
thera are aeveral species), wild pigeons, 
parrots, and the swamp hen, a large and 
heautiful bird, common in the marshes and 
ready orceks, It may also be mentioned 
that the red deer, which have at various 
times been introduced into the Colony, and 
toned out in the mountains, appear to be 
still alive and probably increasing, although, 
owing to their habits and the difficult nature 
of the country, they are not often seen, 
It is, on the whole, probable that Canter- 
bury, originally so poorly provided with 
varieties of game, will in a few years be 
amply Supplied in this respect, 
janterbury colonists have always given 
eat attention to the planting of trees and 
the production of flowers and fruits, There 
is a Horticultural Society in Christchurch, 
holding three or four shows cvery year; 
and as the climate is, as a rule, admirably 
adapted for gardening, and treos grow 
rapidly and woll, the Provinces is fast 
changing its appearance from that of an 
open, bare plain to a well-wooded and orna- 
mental country, 

A. passing roforenco may be mado to tho 
public amusemonts of the people of Canter- 
bury. There is a Jockey Club in Chriat- 
church, which holds its chief race mecting 
duving three days in Novembor, with an 
autumn meeting at some timo about April ; 
and theyre gre fow contres of population in 
the country districts which do not manage 
also to hold aunuul races, ‘hero are bont- 
ing olubs at Ohristchurch, Lyttelton, and 
Kaiapoi (annunl regattas, besides othor 
races, heing hold at these places), and orioket 
clubs in the chief town and many country 
places, Thore is a theatro in Christchurch, 
and other halls for concerts and entertain 
ments; and, in fact, there are made in 
Qanterbury much the samo endeavours to 
obtain rational amusements as thore are 
elsewhere, the quality depending, of courso, 
on the meang available for the purpose. 


Summary, 
The foregoing pages arovhelieved to con- 
tain a plain, impartial desoription of tho 
Provines of Canterbury. It may bo ga- 
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thered from them that whilst thore may be, 
in cortain directions, defects which may not 
oxiat in oldor countries, yot, though no moro 
likely than any othor place to bao porfeel, 
Canterbury certainly offers advantages to 
varions classes of sottlors, some of which 
may be briefly stated as followa -— 

First, the sihal] farmer, or the gentleman 
with small capital, will find it a county 
whore ho can, if he choose, sclect a pieco 
of land and possess it for ever, knowin, 
that although the times may be now ani 
again less favourablo to him than waual, 
evory year that passes ovor tho Oolony 
renders tho chancos of permanent dopres- 
sion less and less, He will find his proporty 
secure, the climate, ag n rule, excellont, and 
tho cost of living low ; and he will also find 
that, allowing for periods of tomporary in- 
convenience, which must necessarily come 
here as they come elsewhere, in tho long 
run he, in common with his neighbours, is 
steadily and surely rising to prosperity, 

To the immigrant of what is called tho 
working class, whether mechanic or ordi- 
nary labourer, Oanterbury offers » cortainty 
of abundant employment at good wagos, 
with tho accompanying advantago of having 
within reach, at the most modorato prices, 
not only the necessaries, but many of the 
luxuries of life, 

Domestio servants, soamstresses, and 
other female workers, will find plonty of 
employment, and in a short time discover 
the difference betwaon a life of ponnions 
drudgery at homo and ono of fairly paid 
worl: hero, 

To all classes tho Provinco offors cnsy 
means of procuring for thoir childron, at 
the loweat possible rates, a sound olomontary 
education, with opportunities of extension 
to tho highest branchos, 

And, as regard sooial condition, it may ho 
anid that all aro moro freo hore than at 
homo, ‘There is less intorference of ono 
with another, and no oxcessive euthservionce 
of clnss to class, Moreover, the populet 
ideal of “colonial” life will not be found, 
Tho old days, when it wag considered right 
to model behavivur partly on an Australian 
partly on an American pattern—-tho days 
of the bluo shirt, the cabbage-trea hat, and 
the stock-whip tho days of almost un- 
limited drinking and swaggorithg — havo 
long ago passed away, People in Canter- 
bury conduct themsolves in the same manner 
as people do at home, the one great diffor- 
ence boing, that no rowdyism is tolorated, 
and that, in the sireota or the fiolds, or in 
tho crowds at the various social gatherings, 
no or beggars, or evidences of misery 
and destitution, are fo be met with. 
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THE PROVINCE 


N 1861 the whole of tho land comprisin, 
tho Provinco of Westland was purchast 

hy the Government from the original in 
habitants, hero wore nob more than 
thiity of them in the Province at that 
time (at the last cousus there wore eiaty- 
sight Maouis in the Province). ‘The Natives 
of this Provineo had formerly been subject 
to frequont attacks from tho Nutives of tho 
Noth Island, who made predatory excur- 
sions to the Middle Island in search of 
gconstone, for which this Province is noted, 
‘Iwonty-five years previous to the Govern- 
ment purchasing the Jand of the Province, 
two Nutiyo commandors, Niho and Takeroi, 
after having sorved under To Rauparaha in 
attacking the Nativo settloments on the 
Enst Oonst of this Island, proceeded with 
their followers down the Wost Coast as far 
ag the Tokittka River, killing and taking 

risoners nearly aj] the existing inhabitants, 

tho and Talkorer sottled at the mouth of 
the rivor Groy, and parties of their followers 
formed detached. settloments on the const 
north of the Grey, and as fer south as Brace 
Bay. ‘Tho Natives have no claims to any 
londs in the Province, except to a fow 
reserves that have beon made for their uso, 
and lo secure to them a right to any green- 
stono Lhat may oxish in those reserves, In 
1864 old was discovered in the Province, 
at the Tfohonu River, and a rush of minas 
from the othor Provinces thon set in to tho 
Greenstone, Discavories of gold were soon 
mate at the Totara, Waimea, Saltwater, 
Kaniori, Groy, and Okavile districts, 

Tho Province of Wostland oxtends fiom 
tho Province of Nelson on the north to the 
Provines of Otago on tha south, and from 
the Province of Canterbury on the east to 
the sex const on the west; its boundniies 
being, on the north tho river Grey, on tho 
south the river Awarua (flowing into Big 
Bay), and on the east the watershed of the 
Southern Alps, Its divisions me, the 
Manicipolities of Holitake and Greymouth, 
and the Road Board districts of Paro, 
Arahura, Kaniori, Lotara, and Okarita, 

The Municipality of Hokitika includes 
the town of Hokitika, siluate on the north 
bank: of the river of that name, and ono 
square milo of land on the south bank of the 
river opposite the town, Hokitika is the 
seat of looal government, and 3s the principal 
town in the Province, It has a large tande 
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with the Australian colonies, and exporis 
(besides gold) great quantities of timber. 

The Municipality of Greymouth includes 
the town of Greymouth and somo adjoining 
land, {ts cluef oxport (besides gold) is 
coal, A railway is being conshucted to 
connect the town with the coal mines, 
situate about soven miles up the river. 

Tho Paroa district oxtonds from tho river 
Grey to tho Leremakau Rivor. Its chief 
towns are Marsdon and Greenstone; the 
others being Paroa, Clifton, Maori Creck, 
and Oiima, In this district, the whole lina 
of bench, aud the terraces some hittle dis- 
tance inland, have been or are being worked 
by gold munera ; and in most of tho tribu- 
taries of the Grey River and Now Raver, 
gold mining is carried on, At the Green- 
atone township, minais, with tho aid of 
water power, supplied to them by the 
Tlohonu raco, are washing rovay the sidey of 
Intls and ingh terraces, ‘Chere has been » 
largo quantity of land purchased from tho 
Govornment in the Paron district, All tho 
sections in the town of Greymouth havo 
been sold, and a great deal of the land 
along the south bank of the river Grey, and 
along the roads that are in couse of con. 
struction in the district, has beon taken up. 
‘Ttwo stations, cach containing 2,500 aores, 
havo been purchased in the neighbourhood. 
of Luke Brummer, Along tho rivers and 
lakes in this locality, thore is plonty of 
agricultural land available for settlement, 

Tho Arahura district hes between tho 
Arahina and Loxvemakau rivers, Tt contains 
tho importantmining district of the Waimea, 
with 1ts towns of Goldsborough and Stafford, 
The Waimea, ona of tho oldost diggings in 
the Province, still supports a large mining 
population ; and when the Waimea wator- 
ince is constructed, employment will be 
furnished for 4 much larger population, as 
nearly the whole of tho terraces und sidlings 
aro gold-bearing. Water to command tho 
ground at a high level is only wanted to 
make this district flourish. 

The Kaniori district includes the land 
botween the Arahura and Hokitaka rivers 
and the land on the south bank of the 
Tlokitike River, as far_as Lake Mahi- 
napur. Besides the Kaniori, Kokatohi, 
and Mehkinapea townships, this distriot 
contains the mining centres of Blue Spur, 
Big Paddock, Woodstock, and Tight 
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Mile, and the farming district of tho 
Kokataht Valley. Gold mining, timber- 
cutting, and farming are the chief industries 
of this district, A company is now 
engaged bringing in water from Lako 
Knnieri to the mines. The works conncoted 
{with this undertaking will be finished about 
Septensber, 1874, In several cuttings along 
this Ime of 1aco gold has been found, an 
the race, when finished, will help materially 
to increase tho yield of gold in tho district. 
The whole of the timber exportod fiom the 
port of Hokitika is cut in the Kaniori 
district, Thera mo laige areas of agricul- 
tural land, not sold, in the Koketahi Valley, 
and between it and the Hokitika River, 

The Totara district extends from the 
Kanieri district to the Mikonui River, aud 
includes the town of Ross, and the mming 
districts of Donoghue’s, Donnelly’s Creel, 
and Redman’s ; the tributaries of the Totara 
and Mikonui rivers being all auriferous. 
The mines near Ross were worked chiefly 
by steam powor: gold has been found in 
them ju six different layers, in depths from 
60 &, to 460 ft, Most of these mines ara 
at present flooded out, and perhaps will 
remain go till capital is introduced into the 
district to wore the mines on an extensive 
system, A large race (surveys and plans of 
which hava beon prepared) to carry water 
from the Mikonui River, to near Ross, is 
much needad, and would prove reprodue- 
tive, ag the deep claims can be worked with 
water-power far Joss exponsively than with 
ateam. Tho main industry of this district 
is gold mining, which is oxtonsively carried 
on in the terraces, . 

The Okarita district comprises all that 

arb of the Province between tho river 
Biiteonu and tho southern boundary of the 
Provitice, Gold mining is the only occu- 
pation followed in this district, There are 
seareely auy mines being worked inland, 
excopt up ono or two of the rivers; tho 
miners test satisfied with obtaining gold 
easily in the beach workings. In many of 
the beaches of this district (as well as in 
other parts of the Province), after bad 
weather and a heavy sea, the sand on the 
xea-beach is found impregnated with gold, 
and, after the sand has been scraped off the 
beach and the gold extracted, there is hkely 
to be, after the next heavy sea, a similar 
quantity of gold found in the beach sand in 
the same localities, The district has had 
‘but little attention paid to it, either by the 
miners or setilers, It has two splendid 
harbours—Bruce Bay and Jackson's Bay ; 
and rivers with good entrances and depth 
of water, It has easy access to the-Province 
of Otago and the East Coast, by the saddle 
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at the head of the Haast River, and it pos- 
sesses lnrge tracts of wuriferous Innd, fine 
agriculttal lend, and splendid grumng 
country and timber, A. few months since 
gold was found near tho Haast: about 200 
miners went there, but the rush taking 
place during a continuance of wot weather, 
muy of the miners returned, Those who 
romain there appear to be gotting payahle 
gold, and no doubt it will not be long before 
an oxtensivo gold-ficld will he discovered, 
and attention be called to the place, A 
great deal of lond in this district, prin- 
cipally along tho river banks, is taken up 
for pasturage purposes as cattle rung, ‘hore 
are blooks of lend in this district Inid off for 
special gottlements, to enablo sottlers to 
obtain Iand on easy torms. 

OF tho total aren of Weatland (4,442 
square miles) the mountain xenges and 
forest lands occupy 2,843,141 nores, the 
rivers end ales 29,769 acres, and open 
country 172,800 nores; making in all, 
8,046,700 acres, The Governor may, on the 
recommendation of the Provincial Council 
and Land Board, authorize the sale of blocks 
of land, not less in avea than 160 acres, ab 
10s, per acre; or blocks of 20 acres and 
upwards may be purchased of tho Land 
Board at £1 per vere, In tho immediate 
vicinity of townships or other contres of 
population, Jand in blocks from 1 to 10 
acres in extent mny be purchased at auction, 
at an upset price of £2 por acre, ‘Lhe price 
of Jand in the towns of Hokitika, Gvoy- 
mouth, and Okarito is £48 por nore ; and 
in the towns of Marsden, Greenstone, Golds- 
borough, Stafford, and Kanieri, £35 por 
acre, Wo chargo is made for surveylug 
and pegging out any land jiurcliased from. 
the Governnent. 

For the purpose of forming special sottlo- 
monts in the southern portions of the Pro- 
vinco, three blocks in the Okavita district 
havo beon got apart ; one, containing 20,000 
acres, between the Mikonui and Wanganui 
rivers ; one, containing 60,000 acres, from 
the Saltwater River southwards for soveu- 
teon miles, of a depth of thieo miles and a 
quarter; and one of 50,000 acres, extond- 
ing from the Tlaast River to tavo miles 
south of the Arawate River, The Jond in 
these blocks is classed as town, siburban, 
and aural, and can ho purchased at tho 

vice of landa in tho othor parts of the 

rovineo, If not sold, it muy bo disposed 
of by boing leased for seven years, in: tho 
following jnanner:—Uneold town lands, in 
sections of nob less than one-quarter acro, 
nor more than half-acre, to one person, at 2 
poauly rental of 30s. per acre; suburban 
lands, in blocks of not less than 10 acres, 
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ab 6s, por acre per year; and aural lands, 
in blocks of not legs than 26 nor more thai 
2560 acres, at on annual rental of 8s. per 
acre. If atany time of continued residence 
the lesseeshutl purchase the land held byhim 
under 4 license at the upset price, the rental 
paid prior to the purchase shall be con- 
sidered as tho deposit made at the appli- 
cution to purchase the land, and, upon tho 
balanco being paid, the purchaser shall be 
entitled to a Orown grant; and if during 
the seven years’ lease tho lessee wants to 
leave, tho Land Board can disposa of the 
Jand by auction and whatever amount the 
land fetches above the reut due and ex- 
ponses of sale, will bo hunded to the lesseo 
as valuation for hid improvements. Any 
lessee holding and oeoupy ing a lease as 
above for seven years, shall be entitled, at 
the payment of the seventh yenr’s rené in 
advance, toa Crown grant, without futher 
payment, All the monoys received from 
tho galo or leasing of lands in the special 
settlement blooks shail bo applied to defray 
expenses in forming settlements, making 

* aud. constructing roads and public works in 
kettlement, in ondowing and maintaining 
schools, &e,, and maintaining communica- 
tion either by sen or by land with cach 
gettloment, 

here is lund throughout the whole of 
the Province abounding with timber, and 
easily accessible from the sea const; and 
tho fow inland tracks Intely cut show that 
gome of the best agricultural lend in tho 
Province oxists between the low-lying hills 
and the main range, In cutting, quite 
recently, the Waituba prospecting track for 
a lino of road, thousands of nerves of open 
Jund, with 6 £6. to 10 ft. of rich black goil, 
wore found, aud would prove fit locations 
for extensive farms. 

There is scaveely suy improved land in 
private hands open for salo 10 porsons of 
small capital, ‘ost of the holders of im- 
proved lids havo themselves made tho 
improvemonts. Any one anxious to secure 
a homestead, with a market to disposo of 
his produce, will find it » not very diftcult 
task in the Province of Westland, where 
tho land can bo ensily purchased from tho 
Government, 

Tho chief productions of Westland axe 
gold, timbor, and coal. The value of gold 
is £3, 16s, per oz; smwn thubor, 8s, per 
hymdred. feet (guperficial) ; timber in lo 
bs, por hundred feet (superficial) ; coal, 2 
the pit’s mouth, 10s. per ton; at Groy- 
month, the port of shipment, 18s, per ton ; 
and in Hokitika, 253, per ton. Theso 
pricos of conl will bo much lowor when tho 
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railway is completed from the con! mines to 
Greymouth, 
All the rivers of Westland, and the bays 
in its southern parts, abound with fish, If 

arties of men would organize, and settle 
in the southern parts of the Provines, they 
would find fsh-cuzing e pofitable occupa- 
tion, more especially if they fitted out boats 
for whaling (au wholes aro hequsnily cant 
on our shores), and senl-ontching At 
seasons when fishing may be dull, the set- 
tlers could prospect for gold, as the whole 
of the const is auriferous, ‘There ave men 
seattered in the southan purts of this Pro- 
vineo who, for the last five or six years, 
have been gold mining, and doing nothing 
ose, Theso mon will nob leayo the dis- 
tricts, preferring to xemain there, notwith- 
standing tho difficulties and exponse of 
obtaining provisions. There are blocks of 
land set apart for special settlements, and 
immigrants can easily obtain homesteads in 
the southern parts. Bruce Bay and Jack- 
son’s Bay, both well sheltered, are good 
localities for tho establishment of fishing 
stations, he Government offer a bonus of 
4s, por owt, on all cured fish expoited up to 
the end of 1879, 

Max is found in all parts of the Province, 
the moist climate of Weatland being very 
fuvourable for its growth ; yet nothing has 
beon done to utilize it, On the banks of 
the rvors, and in the swamps, flax grows 
luxuriantly, Samples of tho only kind 
dressed by the Maorics, have the appear- 
tnco of dolicale glossed satin, Anothor 
Icind, the éat, is xomaxkable for its length of 
fibro and great strength, Tho making of 
flux into rope and all kinds of cordugo 
cold be camiod on advantagsously in 
‘Westland, as its supply of flax is Inox~ 
haustiblo, If proporly cultivated, and by 
stripping only tho outer leaves of tho flax 
plant twico a year, cach acre of land would 
yield more than two: tons of marketable 

ax. 

Tn other parts of Now Zenland, where 
the climate is not so favourable for the 
growth of flux, swamps have beon dininod, 
and, immediately after, the plants that had 
a stunted growth of 2 ft, commenced grow- 
a they attained a height of 9 ft, ox 

be 

From the unlimited supply of ensily- 
wrought wood found here, cabinelmalors 
and carpenters, especially thoso with o 
knowledge of machino-made notions, such 
as doors, window-sashos, tubs, clothes-peys, 
articles of turnory, &o., will find the Pro- 
yinco 9 fit placo to oxoreise thoir skill and 
ingenwaty, Shipbuilding could ho lurgely 


160 


and easily carried on in any of the bays or 
main rivers of the Province. 

Sites with water frontages to any of the 
rivers can be easily obtained, anda supply 
of barle being at hand, tanneries could be 
cheaply worked, and would yicld largo 
profits to the owners, as the demand for 
Teather is very great, most of the population 
being engaged in mining, ov on roads and 
publio works, or in tho bush. If tan- 
neries were established, boot factories would 


ny. 
7 ‘riokemaleing could be profitably carried 
on in the Provinee: there are only two 
brickyards, ono at Gaeymouth and one at 
Hokitika. On account of the high price 
of bricks, thoreis hardly a brick honse in the 
whole of the Province, Thore is an immense 
aupply of fire-clay of first-class quality 
near Greymouth, from which bricks have 
been mado that have stood tho test in 
several furnaces much better than the English 
imported article. 

The manufacture of potash and pearlash, 
essential oils, extraction of gums, and the 
exportation of ice might prove profitable, 
Tho manuka trees would make excellent 
hop-poles, lasting as long as iron, and 
saving the cost and trouble of dipping the 

oles, as is done in the hop counties of 
thn ‘land. 

‘he forest Iands of the Province ooonpy 
more than. two-thirds of its total area. ‘The 
timber consists chiefly of black, red, white, 
and silver pines; black, red, and white 
pirches ;_ mairo, totara, 1ate, kewhaka, 
cedar, and manuka. 

Lately there has sprung up a demand for 
white pine timber, and from the port of 
Hokitika alone, during the quarter ended 
30th September, 1873, thero were ex- 
ported to Melbourne 1,330 logs, fonkaiing 
446,490 it, besides deals, making in all 
486,000 ft. ILokitika also, during the same 
three months, oxported to other New Zea- 
Jand ports 687,300 ft, of sawn timber, 
The rivers in the Province mo not more 
than four or five miles apart, so that in 
districts where there are no roads, the 
timber can be easily floated down to the 
coast, A license to cub timber in any part 
of the Province can be obtained on pay- 
ment of 10s, pe month, or £5 per year, 
and the Lend Board may reservo any land 
for the sale by auction of tho timber thereon, 

Although gold mining is the chief and 
most alluring of the ocoupations followed 
in Westland, yet in many parts of the Pro- 
Head other metals os minerale have been 

found; amongst them, con}, prinot i 
found. on the south bank of the Grey tees 
(opposite the Brunner mine), at Lake 
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Kaniori, in several places in tiie Rows dis- 
trict, ab the north of the Okazita Ingoon, 
and at tho Paringhn River, A company is 
now opening up the Grey mine, and parties 
are similarly engaged at tho Kenieri mine. 

Gold-bearing quartz yveefs have been 
found near Langdon’s Porry, Groy River, 
at the Taipo River, up the Hokitika River 
in several places, near Kanieri Lake, at 
Redman’s in the Ross district, and in 
many other parts of the Province, 

Lead and silyor ora (galonn) has lately 
been found at the Waitaha River, and 
copper at the Paringha River, and in 
some of tho bays. rom the southorn 
pats of the Province, beyond the settled 
districts, reports of copper discoveries have 
been received. Iron and tin have also been 
found in the Province, 

The only mills in the Province are saw- 
mills, three being in Hokitika, three at 
Greymouth, and in nearly every township 
there is one or more mills to supply tho 
local demand for timber. There isa foundry 
at Hokitika, and one at Greymouth, A 
Lope manufactory is being started at Grey- 
mouth, ono being already in full work on 
the opposite side of tho river nt Cobden, 

Miners, navvies, agricultural Inbourers, 
and men handy with the axe for bushmen, 
are in great demand here, The contractors 
for the construction of publio works at 

resent find difficulties in obtaining labouv. 

‘hen the Waimea and other races are fairly 
started, the difficulties of obtaining Iabour 
will be very much increased, and whon tho 
races aro finished, there will be employmont 
for twico tho number of oux presont minin, 
population. Ground that is considored, 
with the appliances at hand, to be too poor 
to pay wages, can with water bo profitably 
worked, 

Tho following are tho rates of wages 
horo :—Labourers on ronda and’ publio 
works, 10s, and 128 per day of aight 
hours; carpentors and tradeymon, 16s, 
ditto; snwyors at mills, 16s, ditto; lm 
botrers aud bushmen, 10s. ditto; minors 
in mines in or near the towna, £3 por week ; 
miners in mines distant from the townships 
and in the southern parts of the Province, 
£4 to £5 pov week ; farm labourers, 808, 
to 35s, por weelt, witht board and lodging ; 
coal minors, ds. per ton, working in a seam 
of coal from 12 ft. to 21 £6, thiol, 

It is nos customary in Westland for om. 
ployers to ration their Iebourers: the latter 
are either paid weekly wages and supply 
themselves with food, or else they haya 
their meals with their employers. If 
Inbonrers desired rations, farmers would 
not think of allowing them less than 
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10} Ib, flow, 4 oz, tea, 2 Ib. sugar, and 
12 lb, ment por weols, 

_ Tho following public works in tho Pro. 
‘vince are either in course of construction, 
or are likely to be commenced within a 
yon ae 80 -~Muin road completed from 
Hokitike to Okavita, and from thenco to 
the southern boundary of the Province, 

Road from Greonstona (Pounamu) to 
Lake Brunner, and to tho boundary of Pro- 
vince of Nelson, 

Road from Taipo River to Nelson Pro- 
vinoo vid Bell Hil, 

Surveyors mo now engaged surveying 
trial lines for a lino of railway to connect 
Hokitika with tho main lino of railway on 
tho Enst Coast, Oantorbury, 

The Kenieri raco is being pushed vigo- 
rously on, and the Mikonuiraco and Waimea 
x00 are expected to be taken in hand shortly, 

‘he other races constructing at present aro, 
tho Hibernian raco and New River raco— 
both in tho Paron district, Besides these 
works in course of construction, the exten- 
sion of the Hohonu race, Totara and Jones 
Creek, tho Alpine and the Okorita Lake 
races, and tho roads and publie works in 
hand will give employment, for years to 
come, to ordinary Inbour, 

Every labouring man may fecl himself 
perfectly independont in Westland. If he 
Js not contented with the omploymont 
offored him, he can always provide for 
himulf by gold mining, ‘vith tho chances 
of obtaining much more than a more living, 
From tho records, thero never was a dis- 
trict that oxported so much gold in. pro- 
portion to its population as Westland has 
dono since its firat solUloment. 

Tho prico of ordinary farm stock, sound 
and in good condition, is—Ior working 
bullocka, £9 ; working horses, £80; mixed. 
cows, £4; and sheep (G0 1b, oarcase), 10s, 
per head. 

Tho following ave the prices of the ordi- 
nary necossavios of life :— 

Flour, 8%. por 60 Ib, bag, 
Mutton and beof, 3d, to Gd, por Ib, 
Buttor, 94, per Ib. 

Potatoes, 5s, per owt, 2 
Oheese, 10d. por Ib, 
Ham and bacon, Od. 
Ten, 2s. Gd, por lb, 
Sugar, 6d, por 1b. 

Qhurches of all denominations are sips 
ported by voluntary contributions, They 
recolve no stalo nid, excepting tho land 
xosorvod in the sevoral townships for the 
uso of each religlous body, 

Lhe Ohuroh of England—All thad part 
of the Province south of the Toromnlan is 
in the diocoso of Ohristohureh, and that 


to 1s, per Ib, ° 


* teachers as salaries. 
‘ hovo been built, in the large towns by tho 
‘religious bodies, and in the small towns 
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north of the Toromakau ia in tho diocese 
of Nolson, Churches ave established in 
Hokitika, Greymouth, Kanieri, Ross, Golds- 
horough, Stafford, and a Maori chmch at tho 
Arahura, All theso churches havo Sunday- 
schools altached to them. 

Tho Roman Catholic churehes are con- 
nected with the diocese of Wellington, and 
aro in the following places :—Hokilika, 
Greymouth, Ross, Goldsborough, Stafford, 
Greonstone, Maori Gully, Five-Mile Beach, 
Okarita, and a church is in course of 
orection at Knniorl, A. priest visits the 
sottlomonts in tho southern pata of tho 
Province, as far as Hunt's Beach, every 
threo months. In connection with theso 
churches, catechism is taught overy Sun- 

ay. 

resbytorian churches, under the Pres- 
hytery of Westland, aro in TWokitika, Grey- 
mouth, Stafford, Ross, Eight-Mile, and 
Hau-Hau., Each Presbyterian church has 
its Sabbath school, the total number attend- 
ing being 344 children and 48 toachors. 

Tho ‘Wesleyan Mothodist Church has in 
tho Province 3 resident ministors, 9 
churches, 8 reading stations, 12 lay 
preachers, 65 Sunday-school terchors, and 
10 Sabbath schools, 

A. Lutheran minister occasionally visits 
the Province, and holds Divino soryico jn 
the several towns. 

The Hebrow congiogation have a syng- 
gogo in Hokitika, 

the Government sob apart reserves of 
Jnnd for educational purposes. Tn tho tofyns 
of Hokitika, Groymouth, and Ross, each 
denomination has ils school ; besides these, 
‘theyo are many private schools in tho aboyo 
towns. ‘Lhe Provincial Council vate a'sum 
of money (about £1,000 per minim) for 
educational purposes, This sum is handed 
to tho Board of Mducation—composed of 


samembors of the differnt religious denomi- 


nations—for distribution to tho schools, to 
supplement the school foos and pids granted 
‘by School Committecs, and received by the 
The school buildings 


and other localities by Local Committees, 
None has been built hy the Governmont. 

‘the principal hospital is at Holitika, 
but there is another at Greymouth and one 
-at Ross, ‘These are supported by voluntary 
sontributions and Government aid. ‘The 
Province heing divided into districts, each 
ediatrict lips its Tospital Committe, who 
raiso money to supplement the Government 
vote for hospitals, 

There aio in Tokitike # Iunatio asylum 
and a Benevolent Socicty, 
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The rents for ordinary dwelling-houses 
in Hokitika and the country to ips are, 
for 2 four-roomed cottage, 63, to 8s. per 
sveek ; but at Greymouth the rents are at 
least half as much more than in Hokitika, 
Land being so cheap, persons generally own 
the cottages they livein, Therois a Building 
Society at Greymouth, and the Hokitika 
Savings Bank imalkes liberal advances at 
reasonable rates to small borrowers. Tho 
cost of erecting cottages, both in town and 
country, is at the rate of about 6d. por 
oubic foot : that is, a two-roomed building, 
each room about 10 ft. square with 8-f6, 
walls, would cost about £35. 
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No ono with a family should attempt to 
come here without some money to keep him 
and his family for a fow wocks, to give 
him time Go look avound for suitable om- 
ployment ; but it is difforent with single 
mon wd women. If they deniro it, thoy 
can get employment the day they avrive in 
the Province, 

The climate of Westland is so uniform 
that tho samo clothing may bo worn in the 
hottest dey of summer and the coldest day 
of winter. The nearest port to ship for is 
Nelson: from thenco in a few hours ono 
can arrive in Westland, 
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Desonirtion, 


pa Provinco of Marlborough is situated 
at the north-eastern extremity of the 
Southern Island, its boundaries being on 
the north, a portion of the Strait dividing 
the two Islands, on tho east the const lino 
down to the mouth of the River Conway, 
and on the south and west the Province of 
Nelson, 

Its total areais about three million acres, 
of which 200,000 roves may be described 
as agricultural land, 1,300,000 acres ax woll 
auited for pastoral occupation, 60,000 acres 
forest land fit for cultivation after clearing, 
and the remainder hilly or mountainous 
country, heavily timbered, or of a rugged 
and bleak aspect, At tho presont timo, 
there are about 18,313 acres broken up, 
and cultivated or sown in artificial grasses, 
about 526,000 acres havo been disposed of 
to settlers, and there romain about 2,600,000 
acres still in the possession of the Crown, and. 
to ho obtained under the Provincial waste 
ear sre 

@ physical geography of the coun’ 
may he described ‘as a succession of ponalict 
valleys ond mountain ranges, running 
soniething like north-east and south-west, 
thé most northerly and weatorly valleys 
pain toe of the Pelorus and the Rai, to 
which further reference will be lo in 
xegard to the yeluable ‘imber trade which 
is camied on in the districts formed by 


thom, In tho valley of tho Wakamaring, 
a tributary of tho Pelorus, discoyorica of 
gold of no small magnitude have beon 
mado. The Wairau Valley, the noxt ina 
southerly direction, is mainly an extensive 
plain comprising some 100,000 aoyes, the 
land boing of a rich loamy charactor, similar 
in many respeots to the plain of Cantor. 
bury, tho vegetation consisting of extensive 
fields of the moat luxuriant growth of flax, 
and in the drier portions and ab the bases 
of the hills, of fern and tussock grass, This 
fortilo plain is watored chiofly by tho rivers 
Omaka, Opawa, and Wairau, with their 
tributary streams; tho rivers themsolyos 
boing navigable for a distance of about 
twelve miles by coastera and. small gbeamors, 
and tho smaller streams supplyin abun- 
dant water-powor, easily mado available for 
mills and fastorica of various desoriptions, 
Turther still to the south are the Awatere, 
Clarence, and Kaikoura districts, a great 
portion of which ig at present occupied by 
extensive sheep-runs; but the excellent 
quality of the land, and its evident capa- 
bility for agricultural purposes, point out 
that, at no distant date, theso will becomo 
the centre of large producing population, 
Alrendy at the southern extremity of tho 
Province, and gradually but steadily en- 
eroaching upon the pastoral lands surround- 
ing it, is situated o forming sottlement of 
increasing importance, with a town and 
port of its own, called Kaikoura, 
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What is'now tho Province of Marl- 
borough formed, under the Constitution 
Act of 1852, 4 part of the Province of 
Nolson, tho northernmost of tho thres 
original divisions of the Southern Island, 
and continued so up to the time when tho 
energy of tho settlers in the Wairau and 
surrounding districts succeeded in severing 
tho political connection of the north-eastern 
from the remaining portion of the Province, 
and giving to the Intter the advantages 
of local self-government. On the Ist of 
November, 1869, availing themselves of tho 
provisions of “The New Provinces Act, 
1868,” tho inhabitants of those districts 
sopaated from the parent stock, and form- 
ing a new division under the name of tho 
Province of Marlborough, entered upon a 
career of independence end self-govern- 
mont, 


Looan Govrnnwent. 


The Local Government of the Province is 
similay in most respects to that of the sight 
other Provinces of the Colony, being, how- 
over, somewhat less compliented in its action 
than that of the Provinces first established 
under the Constitution Act. Up to tho 
year 1870, the Provincial Government un- 
deitook the ontiro charge of receiving and 
disbursing that part of the public revonuo 
not under tho control of the General Govern- 
ment of the Colony; but at that date the 
Province was subdivided into five lesser 
divisions or counties, viz. Wairau, Pioton, 
Awatere, Kaikoura, and Pelorus, each 
having its Road or County Boma, with 
feet to levy rates, within cortrin dofined 
imits presoribod by Act, for the main- 
tenanoo of its roads and other local pur- 
poses, The governing bodies of the towns 
resomblo those in othor parts of the Colony, 
with like powors of xating and of making 
regulations for order and regularity, 


Porunation anv Progress, 


At tho time of tho dismemberment of 
the original Province of Nelson, the popu- 
Intion of the separated districts forming tho 
now Province of Marlborough was about 
1,000 ; at the census taken in 1871 it was 
somowhat over 6,000 ; and ab the census in 
March, 1874, the population had increased 
to 6,143. Small as wero the resources of 
the new Provinco at tho time of separation, 
that movement was the commencement of 
an ora of prosperity and progress, Roads 
wore formed, population inoreased, ab- 
aenteeism was gradually replaced by bond 
Jide settloment, and communication between 
the various districts was opened up, Year 
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by yenr its industrial capabilities Love in- 
creased, until ab the present time, in pro- 
ortion to its size and population, it may 
e considered one of the largest exporting 
vinees of New Zealand, In wool, it 
rivela Canterbury; in timber, Auckland ; 
in the development of the flax industry, it 
is second to none ; while in agricultural and 
general produce it also holds a high posi- 
tion, Nowhere in the Colony has local self- 
government been enjoyed with such a zesb 
as in Marlborough, showing the healthy in- 
terest taken by the settlers in the welfare 
of their country ; and however strongly ab 
times the battle of politics may have raged, , 
ithas never interfered with tho principles 
of good government, Nowhere eles in 
Now Zealand have public aflairs received 
80 much attention, or beon carried on with 
such economy. ‘The seats in the Provincial 
Council, the Road and Bducation Boards, 
the Borough and Town Councils, have all 
beon filled by active and zealous men, seok- 
ing no remuneration for their services, but 
freely devoting their timo and energies in 
the endeavour to further the development 
and advance the prosperity of the Province, 
In point of beauty, and even grandeur 
of scenery, the Provincg of Marlborough 
may compare favourably with any part of 
the Colony, The Pelorus Sound towards 
the north presents an aspect perhaps un- 
equalled for yariety and romantic grandour. 
Resombling in many respects the lochs of, 
Scotland, the heavily-timbered ‘slopes and 
clear running streams of the interior recall 
tho picturesque quietness of the Devon- 
shire valloys; and these joinod to tho dis- 
tinotive features of the Now Zealand bush, 
combine to form a picture which is clse- 
whore ungurpassed, It may bo dosoribod. 
asa beautiful inland sheet of water, with 
innumerable arms and deeply-indonted 
bays ; 80 that although tho mam channel is 
not more than thirty miles long, ib com- 
prises 0 coast line of upwards of five hundred. 
miles. Separated from tho Pelorus Sound 
by a neck of land about three miles wido, 
is Queen Charlotte’s Sound, » sheet of 
water of a similar character, having two 
outlets, the north channel being the larger, 
‘This is used by vessels entering from the 
noth or west, ‘Tho other ontrance, or ‘Lory 
Channel, scarcely a quarter of a milo in 
width, is used in communication with 
Wellington and the east consts of both 
Islands, At the bottom of this sound is 
situated the port of Picton, small but 
prettily-situated town, deriving its princi- 
pal importance from being the nearest pork 
in the South Island to Wellington in the 
North Island, Large quantities of timber 
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are shipped from this port to all parts of tho 
Colony ; and when the railway connecting 
it with the interior of the Provinee, now in 
course of construction, has been completed, 
it will in all probability become the entreplt 
of a largo and important export trade, 


Disrricrs, 


The northern countics of Picton and 
Polorus may be said to be entirely ocoupied 
by the timber trado and industries connected 
with it, ‘Theso districts have also been 
proved to be highly auriforous, and a con- 
siderable number of men are ab the present 
timo employed both at alluvial digging and 
at tho quartz reefs, 

On the level plains of the Wairau, farm- 
ing operations and tho manufacture of 
Phorméium fibre almost exclusively prevail, 
while the southern districts of Awatere and 
Kaikours are mainly ocoupied by extensive 
sheep-runs, Tho principal town in tho 
district of Wuirau is Blenheim, tho seat of 
the Provincial Governmont, and a numbor 
ofsmaller townships, more or less dovolopod, 
aio scattered at intervals throughout this 
part of the Province, Blonhoim 1s situated 
nearly in tho centro of the Wairau plain, 
and at the junction of the Omaka ‘and 
Opawa rivers, Those rivers, being navi- 

alo for vessels up to 100 tons, constitute 
ane shipping port of no small impoitance, 
and a free and inoxeasing export and 
import trade is carried on with tho two 
neighbouring Provinces of Wellington and 
Nelson, Large quantities of wool, flax, and 


tallow ato also shipped ab this port for tran- 4, 


shipmont to tho English trading vessels 
which annually visit tho commocious 
harbour of Port Underwood, situated about 
iwelve miles from the mouth of the Opawa 
River. Tho overflow of this river, which 
ocoure occasionally aftor hoavy downfalls of 
winter taing, has givon the town of Blen- 
heim and tho gurrounding noighbourhood o 

. somewhat unenviablo notoriety as a district 
liable to destructive floods, but the offect of 
theso inundations has been considerably 
oxaggerated. By means of the protective 
works already oxecuted, and of those still in 
course of construction, thoix frequency has 
been much diminished, and a slight and 
tempoyery inconveniences is now the only 
evil resulting from them. 


Lanp Laws, 


‘The regulations for the sale or letting of 
the waste Jands of the Provinces of Marl- 
borough, differ in many respeota from those 

, in forces in other parts of the Colony. 
Salo by auction is hore the main principle 
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of the manner of its disposal ; and for tho 
purpose of determining a certain upset 
price, all unsold Orown Jands are classed 
under one of the following headings :— 

1. Town. 

2, Suburban (boing land in the vicinity 
of townships, or sites for towns). 

8, Ral (and suitable for agricultural 
purposes). ¥ 

4, Pasture (being such as, from its hilly 
and broken character, and the inferior 
quality of its soil, appears unsuitable for 
agricultural purposes). 

6. Minoral, 

Townships and villages avo Inid out by 
tho Government ag they stro yequired, and 
in the meanutimo sites aro reserved from 
stile. ‘Tho surrounding Jand is also laid out 
and reserved as suburban. 

Rural, or agrioulimal, and pasiuye lands 
ao open to be applied for by any person, 
As soon as possible after application is 
made, a surveyor is sont by the Govern- 
ment (at tho applicant’s exponso) to mako 
the noceasny survey. ‘The Wasto Lands 
Boud, which consists of the members of 
the Executive Council of tho Province and 
the Commissioner of Ciown Lands (an 
officer of tho General Government), then 
proceeds to assess tho valuo of tho Jand 
applied for, and to fix on upsot price, at 
which it 19 submitted to public auction md 
sold to tho highest biddor, 10 por cont. of 
the purchase money being requhed at the 
time of sale, and the remainder within ono 
month from that perlod, Land for which 
no bid js mado ata public notion sale, may 
© purchased at any tine within two years, 
by paying tho full amount of tho original 
rosorvad price, 

Besides this mannér of disposing of the 
wasto ands, thore is a provision in the Jand 
lew of this Province, by which porsons may 
aoquiro land in Payment of the execution 
by thom of public works, such as roads, 
bridgos, buildings, &o. ; and under this pro- 
vision some thousands of acres havo beon 
granted within tho Inst few yoars, ‘Tho 
systom prescribed by the Waste Tinnds 

ct is ug follows:—She Provincial Go- 
yornment advertise for tenders to exeonte 
the road or othor work which ig required, 
and the lowest eligible tender is nocepted, 
Tho successful tendorer thon dcloots a 
block of land, which is assessed in the same 
maunor as land for sale by auction, and on 
his signifying his approval of the agsessment, 
the work is proceeded with, and tho land 
reserved from public sale for the space of 
twelve months, «On tho completion of tho 
works, tho contractor is entitled to tecelva 
a Crown grant of tho land selected by him. 
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Pastoral lenges and licenses aro granted 
over tnocoupied pastoral lands to any 
person who applies for them, the terms 
being, for leases fourteon years, with the 
right of ranewal at tho oxpiration of that 
forloa ab doublo the original rent, and for 
joensod fourloon years, The license differs 
from the longa by simply giving tho right of 

razing over the land taken up; while the 
casa, of course, gives the exclusive right 
of using tho land for the full torm of its 
duration, ‘Ihe ront under a lease is detor- 
inined by the Waste Lands Bomd, but the 
Acb preseribos that it shall bo charged upon 
tho carrying capability of the land, at the 
Jato of 89. Gd, a year for each head of cattle, 
and 7d, for each sheop, Tho vent under a 
livonao is 1d, an aore for tho first seven 
years, and 2d. dn acre for the second term 
of sevon years, 

Licenses for falling timber on the forest 
lands of tho Province are also issued to 
bushmen nnd gottlors, the feo being £1 per 
nora pox your, 

Minoral londa, or those supposed to con- 
inin minorals, swe Jet undor lease by tho 
‘Wasto Lands Board, for any torm nob 
exceeding 21 yenra. 

Tho avorage assessed price of the Orown 

‘lands in this Provineo ut tho present time 

may bo quoted as follows :— 
Town lands, £16 to £100 por acre, 
Rural Inudg, £1 por nero, 
Tistrvo lands, 78, por acre, 
Bush ov forest landa, L1, bs, por acre, 
Minor Inndy (mostly held undor 
lengo), 

‘Tha praatico of renting improved farms 
iy not very fuel in this Province ; bub 
lithe difloulty would bo experienced by 
porsons wiahing to do so, and fiwvourablo 
tensa Fauld be obtained, 


Antionts or Propuotion, 


‘Iho principal articles of produotion in 
aelborough avo, agtioultwral Proguce of all 
ads, wool, flax, tallow, malt, hops, and 
mbox, ‘ho Jovel Jands of tho Wain 
and vicinity me ominontly adapted to the 
* raiaing of most descriptions of cereals, 
whilst the mikd temperature of the goasons 
is osposially fevournblo to the auccessftil 
conveying on of farming operations, ‘The 
size of arable farms varies from 10 to 20, 
and up to 2,000 acres, The latest im- 
pea in agricultural machinery are 
in use in most districts; on one largo 
tate, atenm oultivators have been success- 
fil omployed for soveral sensons, 
& thd consus in 1871, tho oultivated 
latid {fn the Provings amotinted to 28,313 
aores { 22,180 sored wore in sows grasses, 
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2,686 acres in whont, 1,130 noves in oats, 
and 1,438 sores in harley, Tho average 
jel of tho cereal crops may be anid to 

e—Wheat, 25 bushels ; onts, 40 bushels ; 
barley, 30 bushels to the acre; while re- 
turns of upwards of 60 bushels are not 
uncommon, Tho cost of propering unim- 
proved land for a grain crop may bo esti- 
mated at from 30a, to £2por acre, ‘Throsh- 
ing and harvesting oporations are generally 
contracted for by persons possessing the 
necessary machinery, the usual course heing 
for the contractor to find the Inbour xe-. 
quired n6 a certain price, the farmer lodging 
and feeding the hands, and supplying the 
fuel necossury for the engine, ‘he avorage 
cost of threshing is about 7d, per bushel, 
but may vary slightly in proportion to the 
searelty of Jabot. F 

In relation to the subject of farming in 
this Province, a roference to the meteoro- 
logical returns may bo useful and instruc- 
tive, ‘Taking the lasé five yeara, tho 
reatling of the thermometer sliows a mean 
temporature of 63'4, the highest mean 
being 64'3 and the lowest 42°8. Ln regard 
to the seasons, the mean of spring was 
69°56 ; of summer, 43'L ; of autimn, 53°4 ; 
and of winter, 439 ; all the above observa- 
tions being taken at 9am, Slight frosts 
ocour in the wintor, and snow is ocoasion~ 
ally, but rarely, secn except in tho moun~ 
tainous districts. Tho climate of tho Pro- 
vinco ia oxovodingly equable, and resembles 
somewhat that of Devonshire, with, how- 
vor, considorably less ruinfall, and prolly 
gives a Jargor number of working days than 
any other part of Now Zealand. Gera- 
niwns, vorbenas, fuchsins, tnd most plants 
whioh in England aro tormed greenhouso- 
plants, live out the winter hore without 

protection ; anc vines have, to some oxLout, 
een successfully cultivated, as espalicrs, in 
the open air, 

Ohief pannel tho productions of tho 
Provineo of Marlborough at tho prosoné 
timo may, porhaps, bo placed wool.* 
Jargo extent of country, m great part of 
which for many yoars will probably be 
unsuitable for any other purpose, is devoted. 
to the depasturing of sheop, In 1872, tho 
Jend held under lease ag ran land amounted 
to 1,280,000 acres, and the export of wool 
for that year was 2,600,000 Ib., toprosent- 

*Tho return of the wool export obtainod 
from tho statistical reports doos nob cor- 
rectly state tho actual quantity exported 
fom this Proyineo, a considerable portion 
heing shipped of Wellington, of which no 
acconnt is takon here. This ix also true of 
othor produate, 
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ing a valuo of £81,500, A considerable 
number of men find romunorative employ- 
ment on the sheep-stations at all times of 
the year, but more especially at the busy 
timo of shearing. : 

Another staple article of production and 
export, closely connected with the preceding, 
being usually carried on undor the same 
management, is tallow, The carrying capa- 
bilities of the runs not sufficing for tho 
steady inoronse of the stock depastured on 
thom, and the low price of meat not afford- 
ing a payable markot for the surplus to any 
great extent, it becomes necessary to find 
other means for its profitable disposal ; and 
for this purpose boiling-down establish- 
ments aro generally to be found on largo 
stations. At these, considerablo quantities 
of tallow, obtained from the surplus 
stock by rendering it down by means of 
steam in iimonse vats or boilers, aro 
packed in casks and exported to England, 
the hams and tongues cured, and the 
skins cither dressed on the spot or dried 
and packed in bales for exportation. Tor 
these operations, a Jargo number of mon 
for tho vurious departments ure naturally 
required, and good wages are obtained by 
them, ‘Tho preservation of meat in tins 
has not yet been attempted here, thescaroity 
of the particular class of Inbour required 
being probably the principal obstacle to its 
introduction, 

We como now to another of the important 
industries carried on in the Province, that 
of timber, ‘fhe prosecution of this trade for 
export is slmost ontirely confined to tho 
oxtensivo ten of timbered land situated in 
the northern part of the Provinco, in the 
bays and inlets bordoring on the Pelous 
Sound, and in tho districts adjoining tho 
shipping port of Ilavelook. Between that 
pt and the southorn boundary of tho 

rovince of Nelson, lios tho valley of the 
Rai, which ombraces about 20,000 acres of 
land, comparatively levol throughout, and 
well watered by the Rai River and its 
tributaries, The whole of this district is 
covéred by the bost descriptions of timber, 
and tho lend itself, whon cloared, is of tho 
finest quality. No sottloment has yot been 
made in this valley, but it has latoly 
been survoyed and Inid out in sections by 
the Provincinl Governmont, and will shoitly 
be thrown open for eeleotion, It is also 
Proposed to construct a tramway through 
the heart of this district from the port of 
Hayelock, which will be the means of 
greatly facilitating the shipment of the 
sawntimber, Some idea ofthe importance 
of the future timber trade of the Rai 
Valley may bo gained from the fact that it 
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has beon estimated that tho proposed tram: . 
way will open up 60,000 acres of forest 
land, which, talon at tho low rate of 
10,000 ft. to the acro (the lowest price at, 
which sawn timbor is sold boing 8%, por 
100 ft.), would realize about £2,000,000, 
Tho principal forest trees consumed in , 
the timber trade of theso districts ave white 
pine, ximu, mati, and totata; many of 
theso reaching a height of 100 ft. and 
upwards, growing exceedingly straight, and 
being usually without branches hp to a 
distancy of 20 ft, or 30 ft. from tho ground. 
Tn tho neighbourhood mound Picton and 
Tlavelock aro situated from fifteen to 
twenty saw-mills, the machinery being 
driven either by steam ox water power, Al 
these are in full work, and givo employ- 
ment to a considerable number of sawyors, 
engineers, axemen, splitters, teamaters, an 
oneral Jabourers. At some of the mills it 
is tho practice to omploy all tho labour 
required, from the felling of the treo to the 
export of the finished article ; the wages 
given being, for mill handa, from 10s, to 
12s, a day, and for those omployed in 
outting and cavting, from 88, to 10s, Many 
men, however, especially those living ata 
distance from the mills, profer cutting the 
timber on their own account, baying the 
Government license, on the land thoy have 
selepted. The felled logs thoy afterwards 
dispose of to the mill-ownors, transporting 
them eithor by rafting or by means of 
bullock teams, The usual price paid for 
timber in the log is 8s, por 100 ft, and t 
constant and almost unlimited demand at 
this rate can bo maintained for many years, 
In the proparation of tho Phormiun 
fibre, Martborough hes been, from the first 
introduotion of tho industry, ono of the 
principal exporting districts, At presont, 
thoro are about cight mills, wilh from two 
to aix machines in each, Many men aro 
also employed in cutting and carting the 
raw material to the mills, for which thoy 
ayo usually paid by tho load. Tho opora- 
tions of stripping, washing, and bleaching 
are carried on by men and boys, who receive 
wages varying from 10s, to 16a, a week for 
boys, and from 20s, to 268, a week for men, 
board and lodging being also found. ‘Tho 
seutching of tho fibre and packing it im 
bales for export, is genorally undertaken 
by contract, the ordinary prica given boing 
at the malo of 30s, per ton ~Wheneyor 
practicable, water power is employed to 
drive the machinery necessary for the ex- 
traction and preparation of the Abro, and 
this hns, of courss, a considerable advantage 
over steam power, in the saving of the frol 
and lobout required for the Inter, Tho 


PROVINCE OF MARLBOROUGH, 


stato of tho flax trade at present cannot be 
considored ns satisfactory, owing to oireum- 
stances affecting the English market ; but 
thero oan bo no doubt that a little timo 
will xemovo tho difficulties retarding its 
development, and that it will ultimately 
produce one of tho largest and most remu- 
nerative articles of export. At the Ponin- 
sul mill, in tho Wairan district, may be 
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seon tho latest improvemont in flax ma- 
chinery. 'This is a machina invented b 

Mr, Pownall, which differs from the ordi- 
nary stripping machine by more closely 
imitating tho scraping process employed by 
tho Natives. Up to the presont timo, tho 
powers of this now machine have not beon 
Bufliiently tested to allow of a report being 
mado upon its perfect success, but it has 
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From a Photonayh by Mr. Mundy, 
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beon proved to turn out fibre of a very 
supoilor quality to that produced by the 
alder machines, and Jess Inbour is required 
to work it. 

In abundanco and quality of the raw 
material, and facilities for producing tho 
manufretired product at a paying prico, 
no other Province, perhaps, possesses so 
many adyantages a8 Marlborough. 

The oultivation of hops is carried on inmost 


rts of the Province, the soil and olimate 
Peing especinlly adapted to the growth of 
this plant, which, with ordinary attontion, 
will produce an abundant harvest, as it is 
not hero subject to blight, The manufne- 
ture of malt is also beginning to attract 
attention, and several. malthouses exist in 
the Province, One of these is situated 
about threo miles from Blenheim, and is 
probably the largest in New Zealand, 
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Amongst tho industries which might 
be carried on with advantage, in addition 
to those at present in operation, or thoso 
which are capable of improvement and 
development, may be mentioned fish-curing, 
rope and woollen factories, papor-making, 
preserves from fruit, fellmongoring in all its 
branches, and ment-presorving, The Pelorus 
and Queen Charlotte Sounds would form 
admirable stations for fish-ouring on a largo 
geale, Fish of all kinds, and oysters, ara 
plentiful; and the herring-fishery offers 
every inducement for a profitnble invost- 
ment, At present, although the industry 
ia not prosecuted to any great extent, tho 
Picton bloates aro famous in all parts of 
the Qolony. ‘The culturo of oystor-beds 
would also be found profitable, and capablo 
of great extension, 

Factories for tho supply of woollen fabrics 
and the manufacture of rope, woolpacks, 
and other Ieinds of bagging froma the J’hor- 
anim fibre, could be advantageously worked, 
ag tho coat of sending home the raw material 
is such as to afford considorable inducoment 
to local enterprise, Paper might bo mado 
from tho rofuso fibro and tow, and it hag 
beon proved that this material would pro- 
duce an article of very superior quality, 
Fruits of all kinds which grow in tho 
southern part of England are very plentiful, 
From then, jams and presorves could bo 
manufactured for export, nd atendy market 
could confidently be relied on. 

In follmongering and wool-svouting 1 
much larger trade could bo owrried on than 
at present, Largo numbots of skins aro 
exported in tho raw state, and many moro 
absolutely wasted for want of this riecessary 
appliances, Inbour, and capital. 

eat-presorving in tins should, beforo 
Jong, form one of tho principal articles of 
tha export trade of the Province, For thig 
it possesses partiouler advantages, nnd 
capital and enterprise aro tho only things 
required to cause this industry 10 prove a 
profitable speculation, 

For most trades requiring the application 
of machinery, admirablo sites could be 
selected, possessing ovory advantage of casy 
communication with the contics of popula- 
tion and the shipping ports, and water- 
power is readily obtainable, in consequence 
of tho number of streams and the abund- 
ance of water supply afforded by tho prox- 
imity of the mountain ranges. 

Many other industties could bo instanced, 
needing only entorprise, capital, and a sufli- 
sient aupply of ordinary and. skilled labour, 
to inigure their proving profitable, In labour, 
however, this part of the Qolony iy unfor- 
tunately deficient 3 bub itis hoped, and may 
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rensonnbly be oxpected, that tho present 
scheme of immigration will before lon; 
supply this much-needed xequiromont, and 
thus afford an impetus to tho undortaling, 
ona lange scald, of many of the ontorprises 
for which the Province of Marlborough ia 
peculiarly adapted, : 


Mivenara, 


Pho chicf mineral discovered in the Pro- 
vinco, and the only one which has as yet 
‘been worked, is gold, This has been found 
as an alluvial deposit in payable quantities 
in tho valloy of tho Wakamarina, Tt has 
also been found undor the same circum- 
stances on the opposite watorshed, viz., that 
leading to the valley of the Waixan, and in 
more or less quantities over the whole of the 
district north of tho Wairau River, oxteni- 
ing westward 8 far as the boundary of tho 
Provinces, In 1866, the nows of the dis- 
covery of a payable alluvial gold field in 
tho Wakamarina district caused consider- 
ablo excitemont, and atiracted a large 
nunber of persons from all parts of the 
Colony, and oven from Australia, Tho 
auriforous district comprised wu small tract 
of land in the neighbourhood of the town. 
of Havelock,—thon a small village in the 
bush, ocoupied by a fow porsons omployod 
in tho timber trade, but which, from the 
influx of populatlon, speedily roso to*some 
ipottunce and magnitude. Rich, how- 
over, ag was tho district, is was soon found 
that the gokt-produoing aren was of a 
yory litnited extent; and in tho course of 
ahottt twelve months it appeared to havo 
leon etttrely wouked ont. Tt hos, never- 
tligless, sinco thon maintained abont 100 
titiors, Who are understood to make good 
waigos. Practical miners concur in boliov- 
ing that bofoto many years tho sours from. 
which tho alluvial doposits found in tho 
velloys wore washed down will be dis. 
covered, and that a large oxtont of gold- 
bearing country will bo opened up. 

Tho country north of tho Wairau River 
is thickly intersected by gold-benring quartz 
reofs, Some of thoso, at Capo Juckson, in 
Queen Charlotte Sound, are being worked, 
and aro proving to bo rich, and othora will 
shortly bo in oporation in tho Pelorus 
Sound, at a short distence from Piotow 

The genoral aspect of the vountry north 
of tho Wairau, the frequent presonee of 
quartz reefs, and, in the lower parts of tho 
valleys, of alluvial deposits, have always 
pointed out those districts to experionced 
minors ad boing tich in the precious metal, 
and there can bo no doubt that, as the 
population of the Province inoreises, im- 
portant discoverios will be mado, 
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Dr, Hector, the Generel Government 
Geologist, spenking of the Wakamarina 
gold-fiold, says :—" Gold was obtained on 
terraces along the sides of the valley, and 
in the river hed, the wash everywhere rest- 
ing on water-worn bars and ledges of green- 
stone, slate, and alphanite breccia, From 
the wash in other streams traversing the 
samo formation being barren of gold, I infer 
that im this instance it must have been 
derived from some distance, or from towards 


. the source of the stream in the central 


ranges,” 

Antimony has beon found to exist in 
payable quantities in the neighbourhood of 

ahakipawe, in the Pelorus Sound, and 
preparations ave being made to work it at 
dindeavowr Inlet, in tho north of Queen 
Ohurlotte’s Sound, 

Copper hag not yet been discovered in a 
lode, but such quantities of loose ore have 
been found on the surface, that there is no 
doubt of the existence of payablo lodes, 
which only require capital to bring them 
into notice, 

Ooal occurs under similar civoumstances, 
in the valleys of the Watrau and Clarence, 
but has not yat been discovered in any con- 
sidorablo quantity. In his abstract report 
of the geological survey of New Zealand, 
referring to the coal measures of this Pro- 
vince, Dx. Hoctor says :—“The caster] 
conl formation of tho Province of Marl- 
borough is very small, It crops ont at 
places slong tho coast with a dip to the 
cast, but it hardly appears inland at all, 
except at the Amuri Blufl, whore a fow 

ards of coal may befound. ‘ho evidence 
id protty conclusive that a large coal forma 
tion exists, widor tho sea, along the const 
hetweon Capo Campboll and Banks Penin« 
sta, and if thoso small brown conl forma- 
tions aro only found in small isolated basins, 
several muy oxist along the line.” 

Hematite has boon found at Mahakipawa, 
and is capable of being worked to gront 
advantage, 


»  DenAnp ror LAnour, 


All kinds of Iabour may bo said to be in 
demand in this Province ; but the classes 
most particularly requixed ave ordinny 
jovin labourers, carpentors and mechanics, 
awyvies, bush hands, shepherds, miners, 
and domestic fomalo servants, At the 
time of harvest, tho dearth of Isbour to 
gather in the crops, more especially as this 
operation is generally carricd on about the 
some time as thot of sheop-shesring, has 
been severely felt for aevoral seasons past 
At that tims, of tho year, in order to meat 


. the demand; it has beon found necessary to 
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completely stop work at many of tho flax- 
mills and at other works—theso industries, 
however, finding plenty of employment for 
a large number of mon during the rest of 
tho year, Carpenters and mechanics havo 
also beon very senrco of late, in consoquoneo 
of tho great Increase in thé building trades, 
and have been able to command excossively 
high wagos, The railway and other General 
and Provincial Governmont works ab pre« 
sont in progress are well able to absorbs 
considerable number of men of yarious 
trades and occupations for soma time to 
como ; in fact, the want of the necessary In. 
bour prevents many undertakings from, being 
carried out, and seriously retards the con 
pletion of those in course of construction, 
Shepherds aro much required on tho sheep- 
stations, and ave especially welcomo if they 
can bring sheep-dogs with thom, By 60 
doing, they cam command constant worl: ab 
high wages. In the presont stute of tho 
miming industry, thero is a demand for s 
few good miners, and whon the mines be- 
come more fully opened up and developed, a 
considerable amount of skilled labour will 
be required, both in the erection and work- 
ing of tho necessary machinery, and in the 
extraction of the ores themselves, Tho 
supply of domestic fomale servants has 
been for some timo totally unoquul to tho 
demand, this class being most pantioulnely 
inguired for, ‘Fhoy can obtain high wages, 
and have no difficulty in finding situations 
immedintely on Janding, 


Rarrs or Waces, 


Tho following may be considered to bo 
the usual scale of wages throughout the 
year, and at the prosent time many repre 
sentatives of cach class could find employ- 
mont at these rates:—~ 

Carpenters, 10%, to 12, per day (nb pre- 
sont 14s, por day) ; mechanics, 12s, por day; 
farm labourers, 88, per day, or 203. to 26s, 
por week, and found ; teamstors, 89, to 10s, 
per day; axemen, 104, po day 3 splitters, 
10s, por day ; saw-mill hands, 83. por day 
to £4 por weels ; flax-mill hands—men, 20s, 
to 26s, per week, and found ; ditto, boys, 
10s. to 16s, per week, and found ; unayvios, 
8s, to 10s, por day ; shepherds and station 
handa, £50 to .€70 per annum ; bakers, £2 
& weok, and found; butchers, 308, a week, 
and found; painters and glaziers, £3 4 
weole; storomon, £2. bs, to £3 a wook; 
printers, ruling colonial rates ; browers, £2 
to £3 a week; cooks, £30 to £50 per an 
num, and found ; general fomalo sorvants, 
£80 to £50 por annum, and found } houso- 
maids, £80 to £40 per annum, and found ; 
form labourers and flax-mill and station 
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hands are, ag a rule, found in board and 
lodging when engaged by the weelc or for a 
longer period, and rations aro generally 
given, ad libitum ; but when limited to 2 

ixed scale, consist of flour, 12 1b. ;_ sugar, 
Bb, ; tea, Fb, ; and other small articles as 
required. Lt ia, however, unusual to givo 
rations, and when men are found, they aro 
generally supplied with unlimited quantities 
of cooked food of good quality, the usual 
plan being for tho station or mill owner to 
contract with some porson at a fixed rato 
per head, and to supply the necessary 
articles to him also at a fixed price. 

Ample employment is always to be found 
Dy contracting for tho public works initiated 
by the General and Provincial Governments 
and the Local Boards, Of the former, the 
Picton and Blenheim Railway, now in pro- 
gress, needs a very much greater numbor of 
men than are at present engaged upon it; 
and of tho latter, works of many deserip- 
tions, such as bridges, roads, and buildings, 
are from time to time let by public tender, 


Priors or Stocx, Proyisions, &o, 


The present prices of ordinary farm stock 
bs this Proyince may be quoted ag fol- 
lows :— 

Dranght horses, £22 to £60; saddle- 
horsos, £8 to £30; working bullocks, £25 
por pair; milch cows, £6 to £12; weaned 
calves, 10s, to 15s. ench ; sheop, 38, to 8s, 
cach, Gootl bullock-draya may be obtained 
at from £20 to £30 each, or even at lower 
prices, this mode of transport being little 
nsed now-t-days, except in the bush or 
mountainous districts, Horse-drays aro 
worth from £22 to£24 ; harness, from £3 to 
£4 tho double set. Ploughs range, according 
to the makar, from £8 to £10, and othor 
ordinary farm implements in proportion, 

‘Tho following quotations mo tho averago 
rotail prices, in most parts of the Province, 
for tho usual nocessavies of lifo:— 

Hour, 16g. por 100 Ib, ; toa, 2s, to 83. 6d, 
per Ib,; sugar, 6d. to 64d, per Ib, ; butter, 
Od. to 1s, Gd. per Ib,; oggs, 9d. to 1s. Gd, 
per dozen; milk, 8d. per quart; sperm 
candles, 18, 1d. por 1b. ; tallow candles, 10d. 
per 1b; choese, Yd. to 1s. per ib.; bacon, 
Od, to is, poe Ib.; mutton, 4d. por Ib,, and 
by the half sheep, 3d, per 1b,; beof, 4d. to 
6d, por Ib.; pork, 6d, to Gd. por Ib.; firo- 
‘wood (delivered in town or at reasonablo 
distances), £1 to £2, 24. por cord; coals 
(dclivercd in town or at rensonable dis- 
tances), £2. 18s, por ton. 

Thesprico of ordinary clothing aud dra- 
pery may be considered to be an advance 
7 from 40 to 60 por cont, on English 
prloes, 
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Farm produce nt present commands high 
rices, merchants and storekeopers giving 
for wheat 68, Gd, por bushel; oats, ba, per 
bushel; barloy, 4s, 6d. por bushel; hay, 
£5 por ton; potatocs, £6 por ton. 

tthe ustal rent in towns, of a cottage 
suitable for a smallfamily, may bo seb down 
at from 6s, to 88. a week; and to build ono 
of this kind detached would cost from £60 
to £100, Timber, dolivored, is charged at 
from 10s, to 12s, por 100 ft; shingles for 
roofing, 11s. por 1,000; while doors and 
windows are generally imported in a com 
plete state, and sold at modorato prices, 

It will thus be gcon that tho Province of 
Marlborough offers considerble inducements 
to omigrants of various classes, The c - 
mand for Inbour is very great, and tho 
supply totally inadequate; the wages given, 
aro consequently high, while the cost of 
living may be seen from the quotations 
given to bo oxceedingly low. migrant. 
ossessing a little capital may easily sear 
and on which to settle and form homes 
themselves; and by taking wp small co 
tracts either on road worl, in the bush, « 
on farms, a stendy and industrious man wid 
in a short time be ablo to obtain a comfort. 
able independence, 


* Epvoation, 


Tho educational system of the Province 
is under tho control of the mombers of the 
yavious Road Boards and Borough Counoils, 
which aro constituted Education Bonds for 
the ptrpose of undortaking tho establish. 
mont and mauagoment of the schools within 
thew respective districts, Tho nocossnr 
funds for the maintonance of thoso schools 
mo raised by a rate levied upon all property 
ratable under tho provisions of tho Roads 
Act, it being, however, provided that this 
shall not exceed 2d, in the pound, for cach 
year, on the annual lotting valuo of the 
property rated. Besides the sum acoruing 
from this sonres, all fees received for pub- 
licans’ liconsos are paid over to the Educa- 
tion Board. of the County or Borough within 
tho limits of which tho feos are levied, In 
all the public schools, the instruction given 
is purely of a scoular charactor, The 
number at present ecatablished is about 
fifteon, with from twenty-fiyo to ninety 
scholars at cach; and it is incumbent on 
tho Education Boards of any district, whon- 
ovor it is shown to thoir satisfnotion that 
twenty childzon aro rosiding ab a greater 
distance than three miles from an existing 
school, to provide one for their benofit, 
Tho Hduentlon Boards also grant sums at 
their discretion in nid of oflorts made by 
private individuals or associations for the 
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PROVINOE oF ‘NELSON, 


promotion of education, such schools boing 
subject to the inspection of the Board, 


Ruuraiovs, 


Tho plnotpal religious denominations in 
the Province are—Episcopalian, Roman 
Catholic, Presbylovian, and Wesleyan. All 
of those havo places of worship nt or near 
the centres of population, and thoir mini- 
ators visit tho out-lying districts as occnsion 
mby require. The Roman Catholics, on 
Account of their objection to the system of 
seoular education, have also established 
their own schools, which are not, however, 
confined oxclusively to their body, but are 
thrown open to children of all roligious 
denominations, Thoy are well attended, 
and satisfaction is oxpressed by parents 
sending thoir children to thom at the class 
of instruction given, ‘Tho charge at these 
schools is at tho rato of about 16s, a quarter 
fox each child, 


Avvicz ro Ismiarants, 


_ Dopdts for recaiving and accommodating 
immigrants until they aro able to obtain 
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employment have boon orected near the 


+ towns of Picton and Blenheim, and to these 


immigrants aro transferred immediately on 
landing, being supplied with comfortable 
board and lodging free of cost. It is 
seldom, however, that any have occasion to 
yomain at these depéts moro than two or, 
three days. 

Immigrants should bring out with them 
ag little baggage as possible, Auticles of 
household use will not be found very much 
more costly hae than in England, mid 
muuch of what might bo considered a proper 
outht before leaving Home, would probably 
be found unsuitable to the requirements of 
this country and to tho climate ; added to 
which, tho cost of removal from place to 
place, until a final settling down is efiected, 
makes it undoubtedly more desirable for 
new comers to bring out the money in their 
pockets than a quantity of goods which 
may prove of little use, In purchasing 
articles of clothing for their outfit, intend- 
ing emigrants should bear in mind that tho 
climate of this Province is, in summer, not 
unlike that of the Isle of Wight, and in 
winter somewhat warmer, 
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HE sudtess which attended tho first 
colonizing effort of the Now Zealand 
Company, in ‘forming tho sottlemont of 
Wo! 'ngton in 1889, induced that body, in 
the eatly pml of 1841, to bring out tho 
achame of a scoond sdttloment, to be named 
aftar England’s grontest naval horo, Nelson. 
Tb was Proposed that this should consist of 
1,000 allotments, onch to comprise 50 ncres 
of suburban and 160 aores of rural land, to 


be sold at 20s. per nore, and that a town 
acre should be given with each allotmont, 
It was further agreed that 100 allotments 
should be ndded as resoryes for Natives, 
so that tho ontire scttlemont should consist 
of 221,100 nores, which wero expected to 
realize £300,000, 

‘The money to be derived from the sale of 
the lands was thus appropriated :— 


To ommigration sertiesesesesersvrccesenrcrasesressereressstesssetrsescess 160,000 


To defray expenses in selecting and establishing the settlement 


Publio purposes, for rendoring the sottlement commodious 


and attractive — 


To religions uses und endowments .... 


Lo eatablishmont of a collego,, 
To oncomagement of steam navig 


. 
Tho Company for ite oxponses and profits cseesvssssserersescense 






60,000 
+. £16,000 te 
15,000 
20,000 
—— 80,000 
50,000 


£300,000 
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As vary little about Now Zealand was 
Imown in England at that time, no site 
could be assigned to the settlement, and 
Captain Arthur Wakefield, a distinguished 
naval officer, aud a man ominopély fitled 
for tho task (brother of Colonel William 
‘Wakefield, the Company's principal agont 
at Wellington), was appointed to lend tho 
protiminaiy expedition, scleot n site, and 
represent the Compeny nt Nelson when tho 
settlement should be formed. This expe- 
dition, consisting of a party of surveyors 
and about soyenty labourers (mostly young 
married mon, whosa wives it was urange 
should follow thom a short timo afterwards), 
left the Thames at’ the end of April, 1841 
in. two Dbarques, the Whitby and wih 
Watch, accompanied hy the brig Arrow, 
ladon with stores, and tho three veasels 
ayriyed at Wollington gt the end of the 
following Soptembor, 

When Captain Wakefield tool his de- 
pastizo, it was generally anpposed in Eng- 
land that Port Cooper, and the country aftor- 
wards sclected for the sottlement of Canter- 
bury, would be selected ag tho sito for Nelson, 

A French wheler had some time before 
visited Port Ooopor, and the master, on re- 
turning homo, gave such a favourable report 
of the adjacent country—which ho described 
as capable of maintaining o Paris and a 
London—as to leave no doubt of its suita- 
bility for sottlomont, It was Captain Wake- 
field’s intention, after consulting with his 
brathor at Wellington, to have proceeded 
at once to Port Cooper, and planted the 
acttlomont of which ho was tho leador_on 
tho plains spoken of by the Frenoh Jyhaling 
master, Captain Hobson, 2.N., who ha 
somo time hefors como out as Governor of 
the Colony, was opposed to this, ‘Tho 
torritory which the Now Zealand Company 
was supposed to have acquired and wero 
fioo to abttle, did nob quite extend 10 Port 
Coopor, and {i was only within some stated 
dogrees of Intitude that tho British Goyorn+ 
ment were supposed to have sanetioned the 
Company's colonizing proceedings. ‘hia 
restriction had beon verbally waived by 
Lord John Russell, Scoretary of Stato for 
the Colonies, before Captain Wakefield left 
England ; but Captain Hobson, who wanted 
the Nelson sottlement to bo planted. a little 
north of Auckland, where ho offered an 
insnfficient sito for it, obstinately opposed 
Oaptein Wakoficld gottling at the spot 
which that offleor considered the most 
eligible for his purpose, 

‘his conduct of the Governor compelled 
tha leader of the expedition to look cleo. 
where than'tho broad grassy plains south of 
thé Koikours mountains for a alto for 
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Nelson ; and finding in Wellington o Cap. 
tain Moore (master of a small trading 
vessel), who reported that Blind Bay pos- 
sossed all the requirements needed, Captain, 
Wakoficld ongaged his services to pilot him 
to the apot, and ihe throa vessols orossed 
Cook Strait, and anchored in Astrolabe , 
Road, on the wostorn sido of Blind 
Bay, about tho middle of October, Hove 
was a toadstend capable of affording com- 
pleto shelter to » fow ships, but no lend 
suitablo for scitlemont, no even a rite for 
atown, About four milog lower down tho 
bay wag a amall cove, named Kaitorileri, 
which would furnish o fow aoves of lana 
auitablo for building sites, nnd afford shelloy 
to a small class of consters; and os the 
lovel combry on tho north sido of tho 
Motueka River could be reached from this 
spot, Captain Wakefield was disposed to 
lny out a town in quarter-rcre allotments 
at Knitoritori, with Astrolabe os tho an 
chorago for largo vessels. A hasty oxamina- 
tion of the bay gave no expectation of its 
furnishing a better sie, and tho oxpected 
enzly arrival of sottlors from England ron- 
dored promptitudo of notion necessary. 

If land in suffictent quantity for tho 
seltlomont, and of fair quality, could havo 
been found in the noid thourhood of Mo- 
tueka, it is not improbablo that Captain 
‘Wakefield would havo put upwiththo incon- 
yonience of two harbours and « small town- 
ship; but when tho Pili parties which 
had beon sont out to examino tho country 
returned, and reported wofavourably of its 
extont and capabilities, ho dotormined to 
procead to Port Cooper, to plant tho sobtle- 
mont there in defiance of tho Governor, and 
ustify, himself by tho necessity of tho caso, 

nt beforo carrying this resolution inte 
execution, ho thought ib prodaut to tho- 
roughly satisfy hinwelf that Blind Bay 
afforded no spot whero tho Nelson settle 
mont could adyantagconsly bo planted, A. 
Deal pilot bont, which had boon brought 
out hy tho oxpodition, wag placed in oar 
of Mr, Gyosa (tho prosont harbour-maator 0! 
Nalson), who wns ordered to proceed to 
Papin sland, on the east side of the bay, 
follow down the const, and oxaming care- 
fully evay opening that presented itself, 
An impofoct description of the prosont 
havbour of Nelson had been given to Oap- 
tain Wakofield by a Native ohief from 
Motueka, who visited hia yeasols, and thia 
mado him more desirous not to leave the 
boy only half explored. A shor, distance 
below Pepin Teland, Mr, Qross observed 
the long Tow spit, now called the Bouldes - 
Bank, which forms the harbour, and, a8 he 
adiled along was able, by standing up in 


PROVINOE OF NELSON. 


the boat, to see water inside. fronting 
down itg edge and crossing the bar, he aj 
length reached tho termination of the 
Boulder Bank, and found a splendid deep- 
wator basin inside, capable of accommo- 
dating a larga number of vessels. Although 
the harbour thug discovered was tidal, if 
possessed many great advantages, The 
eholter was perfect, there was good holding 
ground, and a great riso and fall of tide, 
which gaye singular facilities for laying 
vessels on shorts and cleaning their bottoms. 
This discovery was made on tho Sth of 
Novembor, and Mz, Cross returned imme- 
diately to.Astrolabe, Captain Walefield 
Jost no time in crossing the bay, and after 
examining the harbour, decided on makin, 

it the Port of Nelson, and to abandon all 

idea of procesding to Port Cooper, Ad- 
joining the harbour was an admirable site 
for a town—an flat of about 700 acres of 
good dry land, and about the same quantity 
of Jow hills. Ib was well watered by two , 
amall streams, and was shellered from the 
southward, but open to tho north, facing 
tho sea, and possessed an ample supply o! 

timber for immodiate requiroments. It 
had tho additional recommendation of 
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forma and_bocoma independent of om- 
ployers. The crisis which all thinking 
persons had foreseen came at Jast, After 
this fostering treatment had been pursued 
for the greator pnt of a year, instructions 
wore received by the Company's agent to 
discharge the whole of tho labourers at 
once, and this of necessity had to be done, 
Thon ensued a time of real trinl, The men 
who had been industrions and provident 
got over tho difficulty of their new position 
without sustaining any very severe privn- 
tions, but tho indolent and improvident 
‘were reduced to very severe straits, some 
families being comipslled to dig up and ont 
their seed potatoes to eacape actual starya- 
tion, .A largo re-omigration took placo to 
other colonies, principally to South Aus- 
tralia ; but severely as tho pinch was felt 
ab the time, it was afterwards universally 
admitted that the lesson of self-dependence 
it taught was highly salutary, and that it 
imparted healthy life to the settlement, 

ut long before tho New Zenland 
Company ceased operations in Nelson, a 
calamity of anethor kind befell tho settle- 
mont. It was soon discovered, when 
surveys were commenced, that tho land 


easy communication with a considerablo required for tho Nelson scheme could not 
trot of land of fair quality, Theso wero bo obtained within tho limits of Blind Bay, 
advantages which pre-eminently adapted and explorimg parties were gent ont in 


tho spot for settlement, and, together with 
its exceptionally fine climate, have rondored 
Nolson by common. consent the most charm- 
ing plaos of residence in New Zealand. 

ike many other young colonial sottle- 
monts, Nelson had its infantile troubles, 
Tho Now Zealand Company, as an induce- 
ment to tho working classes to go out toa 
country of which ab that time little wag 
known in England, except as being in- 
hobited by a rao of foracions and warlike 
savages, promised to flud well-paid employ- 
mont for all Jabourors who wotld omigrato 
thither, without, any restrictions as to 
duration, As a natural consequence, the 
Company monopolized all the labour they 
imported ; and as there was no stipulation 
of fair day's worl for g fair day's wages, 
the Company's stroke” became proverbia). 
Privato gapitalists found themselves unable 
to compete with the Company in the Inbour 
market, and thus but little was dona in the 
way of logitimate aetilement. This was a 
atate of things which could not last, ‘ho 
Company endeavoured to got the labourers 
off thoiy hands by giving liboral oncourage- 
ment to them to aettle on the land and 
‘hecome cottier farmors $ and afterwards, b: 
placing all their labourers on Pisce: rod 
And paying them full wages for 
sought to encourage thent fo cultivate thelr 
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search of moie country, Following np o 
series of valloys which have theiv drainage 
in Blind Bay, one party of explorers turned 
the mountain rango on the ensb side, and 
found their way into tho head of the 
‘Wairat Valloy, which they followed down 
for fifly miles to the sea, where the river 
debouches into Oloudy Bay, facing Wolling- 
ton Ieads in Cook Strait. Tero was a 
distrioh capable of furnishing all tho land 
required, gud suryoyora were at onca on- 
id to Iny it off in sootions, Although 
folonel. Wakefield had puvehased, ag ho 
believed, the district of Wairau twiee over, 
Ranparaha and Rengihaeata, the two chiofs 
who claimed it in right of conquest, dis- 
puted the sale; and when the surveyors 
ware about to commence, those chiefy, with 
a strong body of followe:s, crossed Cool 
Strait in canoes from the neighhourhood of 
Kapiti, a small island on the north-eastern. 
aide of the strait, where they resided, and 
warned the surveyors uot to preeor wilh 
their work, They also burned the survay 
pegs and tent poles, but did no violence to 
the men or their property, When intelli- 
geno of this xeached Nelson, tho Oom- 
pany's agent, supported by Mn H. A. 
‘hompson, Police Magiatrate, swore in 


alf worl, “about ier oat constables, and the 


Govornmont brig being in Nolson ab tho 
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time, those gentlemen induced the captain 
to convey the whole party fo the Wairau, 
nothing doubting but that before so impos- 
ing a force, armed with old flint firelocks, 
the Maories would be cowed, and the chiefs 
submit to be taken on board the brig, and 
+ have their offonce investigated by the Ma- 
gistrates, IF the force had been under the 
sole command of Captain Wakeflold, a man 
of singular tact and courage, it is probable 
that un amicable settlement would have 
been come to, for no outrage had beon com- 
mitted on the settlers up to thal time, tho 
Natives holding tho power of the white 
man in almost superstitious yenoration, 
Unfortunately, the representative of tho 
Government, Mz, Thompson, was a man of 
most oxcitable temperament, and when 
Rauparaha and his followais were found 
at the ontranve of the Tua Marina Valley 
(through which the railway from Blenheim 
to Picton is now being constructed), Mr. 
Thompson, by his threats and demeanour, 
20 excited tho Natives that a collision 
ensued, and the Europeans—mostly lebour- 
ing men, unaccustomed to the use of fire- 
arma, and without organization—were no 
match for born warrios, Tt was always 2 
disputed point which party commenced the 
fray, but according to the evidence after- 
wards taken by the Magistrates in Nelson, 
the first shot came from the Maoris, an 
‘was immediately replied to by a shot from 
one of our men, which lulled the wifo of 
Rangihaeata, who was also a daughter of 
Rauparaha, Tho firing then became genoral 
on hoth sides, although no order to fire was 
iven by tho leaders of the Europeans, and 
. Saptnin Wakefield ordered his men to 
cease as soon as ho could make himself 
heard, The Turopeans, who had kept 
togather, retreated up the spur of the hill 
ab the entrance to the ‘Tua Marina Valloy, 
where they woro oyortaken by the Natives, 
and, having thrown down their arms, tho 
whole party were tomahawked. Added to 
the men who had been shot, the fray coat 
the infant settlement twenty-two lives, 
including several of its leading men; ond 
this untoward ocourrenco utterly destroyed 
the prestige of the Europeans in Now 
Zealand, Tividence was afterwards ob- 
tained, which showed that on the fitst 
discharge of the guns, the Natives were so 
alarmed that they were on tho point of 
seeking safety in flight, having staken up a 
pectin from whic they could reach tho 
rhead of Queen Charlotte Sound by nn 
intricate Native pathy and by the aid of 
canoes obtained from theiy countrymen, 
could have reorossed the Strait to a placa 
of refuge, But the untrained men, of 
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which the English party was mainly com- 

josed, na soon as firing commonced Geith a 
ovr excoptions), ram from the scone, This 
emboldened the Natives, who thoreupon 
abandoned their intended rotreat 10 Wai- 
tohi, and pursued the TMuropeans, Tad 
Captain Wakefield possessed a fow mon 
properly armed and disciplined, man: 
yaluable lives might have been saved, 
agd_it is nob likely a man of his cool 
judgment would have surrendered to 
savages had he been properly supported, 
Had no collision taken placo ab Wairau, 
it is not likgly bloodshed between the racos 
would haye beon long averted, Some other 
cause of quarrel must sooner or Jater have 
avisen, and force been yesorted to; but 
nothing moro deplorable could have hap- 

nod than what occurred at Massaora 

ill, as the spot is still called, where the 
graves of the victims aro marked by 4 
small monument, 

The intelligence of this and calamity waa 
received in Nelson with griof and conster- 
nation, ‘The settlers wore without arma or 
organization, nor was there any foree in the 
country to afford thom protection, Tor 
several succeeding months thore was oon- 
atanb approhonsion of dangor; and when 
disturbances broke out in the North Island, 
at tho Bay of Islands, at the Itt, nt 
‘Wanganui, and cleowhere, the senso of in- 
scourity increased. Happily, no sorious 
disturbance aiose, although tho Natives 
residing at a pa about fifteon miles from 
tho town, wore at ono time troublesome ; 
bab tho danger pnssed nway, and the 
Wairau massnore, which ocounod more then 
thirty years ago, was tho fitat and last 
collision in the South Island of Now 
Zealand between the Natives and sottlors, 





Gununat Drsonirrioy or Nurgon, 


Wien Now Zenland was divided into 
aix Provinces, tho northern portion of the 
Southorn Island was conatituted tho Pro- 
vineo_of Nelson, the boundary botween it 
and Oonterbury boing the River Turanut 
on tho cast and tho River Gioy on tho west 
side, Tho goneral feature of the country 
is rugged and mountainous, more so than 
any of tho other Provinces of equal area. 
Tho provailing scenery is bold and grand, 
the soil in many of the valleys oxeecdingly 
rich and fortilo, and the climato soft and 

onial. ‘Tho largest tracte of land adapted 
‘oy settlement were the valley of the 
Waimea in Blind Bay, tho Wairau Valley 
and country adjactnt, and that portion of 
the Province bordering on Canterbury and 
named Amuri, 
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Owing to the inaccessible character of 
tho intervoning country, little was known 
in Nelson of tho Amuri district in the 
carly days of the Province, and a country 
admirably adapted for settlement, and cap- 
ablo of carrying a large agricultural popu- 
lation, was suffered, under an iliadvised 
aystem of cheap land, to become the pro- 
perly of a few sheep-farmers at the small 
cost of bs, to 10s, per acre. The samo 
thing occurred in the Wairau on a smaller 
acale ; but the letter district was taken 
from Nelson in the yoor 1868, and formed 
into a separate Province, to which was 
givon the name of Marlborough. 

olson as it now oxists, is divided into 
three districts, varying widely in character, 
whioh it will be convenient to notice 
separately, 7 

The Blind Bay District—The soil in 
Blind Bay is obiefly of @ light chargotor, 
and before the country was sottled, was 
mostly covered with fern. In the swampy 
bottoms, which grow flax and raupo, tho 
soil. way a rich vegotable mould ; while the 
forest lands, excopt tho hill country, which 
graw only blaok birch, hnd o goil chiefly of 
rich loom. The firat orops grown on the 
fern land wore very unsatisfactory, as 
nothing was done to sweeten is, after break- 
ing p before sowing, When the necessity 
of fallowing fern land came to bo under- 
atood, the crops wore far more satisfactory, 
and from indifferentlooking Jand thero 
wero xomedimes got from fifty to sixty 
bushels of wheat to the acre, Tho flax 
and timber land yiolded well until worn oub 
hy inceasant cropping, ‘Lo tho high price 
of Inbour may be charged much of the 
“had” farming which, us a rule, has been 
general in Nolson, Cottior farmers aro nob 
tha best husbandmon, and a large propor- 
tion of tho Jand in Nelson is in the hands 
of mon of that class, Net it is cray to 
point owt numerous thriving settlers, who 
thomaolves, or their fathors thirty yoars 
ago, Wore nob possessed of a shilling, who 
have now a freehold estate of from 100 to 
800 acres, with comfortable homestead, ara 
dairying “numerous cows, rooting choice 
shesp, growing good crops of com, and 
otherwise yearly adding to their worldl, 
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extending, while all kinda of fruits known 
in England grow in the greatest profusion, 
perpen is rich in winerals, partioularh 

in gold, coal, and iron, and possesses abund- 
ance of excellent limestone, Jt was here 
that gold was first discovered in Now Zea- 
Jond in 1856, and the extent and richness 
of the fiold was favourably reported on 
by Dr. Hochstettor, the emment geologist 
attached to the Austrian “Novara” sur- 
voying oxpedition. 

ides the city of Neleon, there aro 
several contres of Population in Blind Bay, 
Richmond, eight milos from Nelson, is a 
village of importanco in, tha agrioultural 
districh of Waimea ; Motueka, in the dis- 
triot of that name,‘on the western side of 
the bay, is another; Collingwood, the town 
at the mouth of the Aorere River, in the 
north-easé corner of Massacre Bay, was a 
place of considerable importance some 
years ago, when gold mining was actively 
pursued there ; but although Jess so now, 
1b is likely soon to revive in prosperity, 
stimulated by a more permanent industry 
than gold tagging —the erection of iron- 
works, and tho working of tho valuable 
coal measures which exist thers. 

2, The West Coast Districh—This dis- 
trict consists of the two large valleys of the 
Buller and Grey, and their numeroud 
tributaries, and some smaller valloys which 
have outlet to tho sea, The great moun- 
tain chain which commences at Capg 
Farewell, at tho extreme north, and rend 
south the whole length of the Island, ia 
only broken through in the Provinoe of 
Nelson by tho Rivers Buller and Groy, 
‘Tho valloy of the Buller has valuable land 
in places, pavtioularly on what ig called the 
Four River Plain, between the Matakitaki 
and Mavina Rivors, ag alao up tho valleys of 
those rivers, and in tho valloy of the Inan- 
gahna lower down, ‘Those valloys are all 
on the south sido of the Buller ; hut there 
is also a considorablo extont of available 
Jond in valleys on the north side, ‘The 
valley of tho Grey ia more open, and the 
extent of Jand adapted for oultivation much, 

ter, fhan in the hesin of tho Buller s 
ub the general fortures of the country are- 
tho same. Owing to the rainfall on the 


wealth, and all tho while enjoying abund~ western being greater than it ia on the 
ance of tho nocessories and many of the eastern seaboard, vegetation is richer; and. 
luxuries of life, Alshough Blind Bay does thero can be no doubt that a few yoars 
not equal some of the other agricultural hence many of tho hillsides will be clear 
districts of New Zealund, the fine climate of timber, and bo growing grass and foed- 
it enjoys, ond its comparative immunity ing stock in great numbers. ‘The whole of 
from. storms and floods, compensate for this district is one vast gold-feld, and for 
many of its seoming disadvantages, Hops tho last seven years it haa given guploy- 
have been grown in Nelson with consider- ment to thousands of miners, and the only 
able sieges, nud the cultivation is rapidly reagon why the number has nob hear 
Bt 
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greater, is tho expense of living in remote 
laces, owing to the absence of 1oads, This 

‘awbaok ig now boing fast romoved, and 
within a year or two a coach will run fiom 
Nelson to Groymouth, traversing tho Bullor 
for nemly 1j8 whole ys tho valloys of 
Toeugahua and Little Groy, and. tho level 
portion of the main Groy Valley. 

Coal of tho best quality has been found 
in several spots both in the Bullor and 
Grey basins, The mino at Brunnorton, only 
& few miles from tho mouth of the Grey, 
has been worked for some time; and now 
that » railway will shortly doliver the coal 
at the port, a considerable export may be 
looked ‘for, Other minorals hava beon 
found—silyer, lead, copper, and iron; and 
there is reason to belteva that these valleys 
will, at no distant day, give omployment to 
a very large mining population, Besides 
the township of Westport, at the mouth of 
the Buller, and the small township of Cob- 
den, at the mouth of the Groy, several 
towns exist on the Nelson Southwest Gold 
Fields, Charleston, on tho const, about 
twenty miles south of Weatpot, and 
Brighton, somo twelve miles further south ; 
Ahaura, on the Grey; Reefton, near the 
head of the Inangahua; and a township at 
the Lyell, on the Buller, nro tho principal. 
Hach of these, except Cobden, has its local 
newspaper, 

Several of tho small navigable rivers 
north of Westport, previously reforred to, 
might be gettled upon to advantage ; and 
43 gold and coal sre overywhere present, 
farming and mining might in sovoral spots 
be combined with advantage. Irom Ngak- 
awau, about elghteon miles from Westport, 
thore js likely soon to bo a leige coal ox- 
port, carried on hy moans of small consting 
Yeaxals, and by a railway along tho beach to 
Westport, The Bullor River affords by for 
the best harbour on the West Coast north 
of Milford Sound, and tho coal seams at 
Ngukawau aro of the most promising de- 
soription, 

3, The Amuri District,—This is, to a 
great extent, a limestono country, covered 
with rich wv, and is less mountainous 
than Blind Bay and tho Western District, 
Possessing, as it docs, several largo tracts of 
comparatively flnt land, Had tho Amuri 
possessed & harbour of any kind, it would 
have afforded one of the bost sites in New 
Zealand for a sottloment, but wanting this 
the whole country fell dato the hands of 
stockholders, When the North Canterbury 
Railway has been extended to the Amuti, 
aa sooner or later it will be, the sheep- 
farmers of the district will flud it to thoir 
interest to lease or sell portions of thoi 
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runs for farms, and Amuri will then con- 
tribute largely to tho importance of Nolzon 
as a grain-growing Provinoe. At pregonk, 
Amuri is moroly a pastoral distriol, aud its 
only township is that of Waiau, on. the 
river of that name, A Magistrate's Court 
is held there at intorvala, and it has a tole- 
graph station, but has few of the other 
oharnoteristics of a town, ot oven a village. 

Tho Buller and Grey valleys, now boing 
oponed by ronds, possoss some fino land, 

ual to the average of what is to be mot 
with in most parts of tho Colony, A, oarrl- 
age of fitty to sovonty miles to a port is 
undoubtedly a drawback, but thera aro 
growing mnkots noar at hand among the 
minors for moat kinds of country produco, 
and the carrisgo of imported artioles for 
consumption amounts to little whore the 
land is fertile, and the main necossmiles of 
life can bo raised at home, Excaped from 
the hard living and prospeatless lifo of Groat 
Britain, and Sottlod in tho Bullor or Groy 
yalleys, in the full onjoymont of plenty and 
independence, labouring men would. readily 
appreciate the exchange they had made, 
even should it bo not altogothor free from 
slight drawbacks, As tho whole district is 
a gold field, a choice of employment will 
always be opon to a settler, and the woul 
of olearing the land and sowing crops may 
bo vied by engaging in that of gold min. 
ing. The practical charactor of some of tho 
gottlers in theso diatriots has boon shown b 
women who had no cradles requiring tho’ 
attention within doors, rocking oradles for 
their husbands engaged in seoking gold. 
On tho const north of the Buller River 
oxist yovoral spots whore a fow familiou 
could locato thomselves with advantage, 
within ronch of small harbours capable of 
boing entored by coasting orafl, 

The Orown lands in tho Province are dis- 

osed of by sale or longo under “ho Nolson 

ato Tanda Act, 1863,” “ho Orown 
Lands (Nelson) Lensing Act 1867,” and 
Amendment Acts, 1871, 1872, and. 1878, 
and “Tho Gold Wiolds Aot, 1866,” and 
amendmenta, 

Under “The Nolaon Waste Lands At, 
1863,” the sale of land is by auotion, thus 
For town, suburban, and minorel lands, ab 
an upset price fixed by the Waste Lands 
Board, For rural land, at an upsob prico 
also fixed by the Board, but varying trom 
5g. to 408. an sore, Rural Jand ean, how- 
over, be purchased on application, without 
auction, at 40g, an sacra. 

Undor the Lensing Acty spovified above, 
rural lands can algo bo taken thus :—Under 
the Act of 1867, in quantities of not leas 
than 60 and not more than 10,000 ares ; 
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rental, 5 por cont, on assessed valuc of the 
land ay fixed by the Waste Lands Board, 
averaging 7q,, Term, fourteen years, Lenso 
renewable for another fourteon years at 
double the previous rent, A. lesseo may, 
however, purchase land held under lenge at 
any time during torm, at an assessed prico 
to be fixed by tho Board, nt date of applica- 
tion for purchase, isrespective of improve- 
monte, 

Under the Amoudment Acts of 1871 and 
1872, tho aren lonsed must not be less thon 
bO acres nor more than 200 acres; the 
fental 10 per cont. upon value, as assessed 
hy the Board, of not less than 78, an acre ; 
such rental to he duly paid for tho term of 
fourteen years, at the expiration of which 
the Tesseo will ho entitled to » Crown grant 
of tho land, 

Under the Gold Fields Acts, agrioultural 
Teases are issued for any quantity of Innd 
not exceeding 200 acres, at a rental of nob 
exooeding 28, 6d, an acre. The term is for 
seven years, but aftor three years’ ocoupa- 
tion, and the improvement of two-thirds of 
the land inoluded in tho lease, the lessee 
may purchase at a price to be fixed by the 
‘Waste Lands Boards ; or if the lessee holds 
lease till expiration of said term, he may at 
his option have loase renowed for another 
seven years ab same rental ; and at expira- 
tion of this second term, ho is entitled toa 
Crown grant for the land, 

Although no considerable number of 
farms are atany timo in tho market, some aro 
pongrally to be mot with ; also unimproved 

land ownod by private individuals, Nume- 
rous settlers havo from timo to time beon 
induced to purchaso land from the Govern- 
mont, without possossing tho necessary 
onpital to work it, In many of theso cases, 
the purchase money was raised by mort- 
gaging thoir previously acquired frocholds, 
and as thoir new purchases furnish no re- 
turns, they aro forced to soll oithor one or 
other of their properties to moet tho interest 
charges, To persons possessed of a little 
money, opportunities frequontly offer of 
acquiring fn snug form at a reasonable 
coat. Tho opportunities of renting farms 
ocour less frequently, although they ocea- 
sionally nist. Vow persons are found 
willing to hiro farms, unless with o right 
of pufchase at astated prico, and this arises 
out of tho natural objection to expend 


money and Inbotw in Improving the property prod 


of pbhors instond of a man’s own, or what 
he may mako such. 

‘Tho chief articles of production in Nelson 
aro cereals of all kinds ; Botatoos, hops, 
dairy produce; fruits of all descriptions 
such as aro grown in England; wool, 
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woollen cloth, leather, flax, rope, ale and 

orter, wines from the grapo and other 
huts, cider, &e. The value of most of those 
articlos is regulated by tho prico obtained 
in other Provinces and in neighbouring 
inarkets, Wine from the grape, resembling 
good still hock, has only yet beon manu- 

ctured in small quantities, but is of good 
quality, 

Fruit wines, such as cheiry, currant, 
peach, &¢,, are mado in _Inrge quantities, 
and mect with a ready sale at 88. per gale 
lon. Hops, which are extensively culti- 
vated, bring from 2s, to 2s. 6d, poy pound, 
The cloth manufactured is chiefly s euperior 
kind of tweed, and sells at 6s, por yard, 
Nelson has long been known for the excel- 
lence of its ales and porter, as the climate 
is particularly well adapted for brewing, 
These are the chiof articles of prosont manu- 
faoture, and they ate all susceptible of 
oxtension, 

Besides tho largo scopo which Nelson 
offers for mining pursuits and iron manu- 
Tactyres, there aro goveral lesser industries 
which merit attention, Tho manfacture of 
common pottory for goneral houschold pur- 
poses and for containing Froserved fruite, 
‘would, if undortaken, rapidly grow into a 
thriving purauit, Proserving of frit and 
the manufacture of fruit jams, migh$ be car- 
ried on with the greatest advantage as fruit 
troes of all kinds thrive admimbly. Tn- 
couragomont should algo bo given to tho 
plantin of the mulberry, aa it can scarcely 

@ doubted that tho roaring of silkworms, 
under skilled direction, might bo made a 
source of great wealth to tho community. 
Tho lesser manufactures of lenthor, soap, 
candles, and several others, have heen suc- 
coasfully tried, bub have not grown into 
large dimensions through want of the necos- 
gary capital to compote with imported 
articles, Anoxcollerit paint producod from 
hematite iron oro is now getting into groat 
demand,and promises to become a local 
industry of considerable importance 3 snd 
thera are several others of minor value, not 
worthy, porhaps, of special mention, Nolaon 

0080 has w good oliaraotor, and cheese 
dairying, whore tho land is suitable, 18 ono 
of tho best of countzy pursuits, Tho steady 
domand which exists in Hélson fox fruit, 

miltry, aud dairy piceisions, for the gold 
Telds districts, is highly bonoliciat to tho 


lucors, 

Most of the common woods of the country 
are to be met with in Nolson ; and besides 
pine trees of all kinds—redl, white, and, 
yellow—rimu, totara, the difforont varicties 
of birch, and hinau (valuable for its bath), 
thoro aren number of othors which have 
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little mercantile value, A good deal of 

ine timber which was ensy of accoss lias 

gen cut for local building purposcs and 
for exportation; but largo forests of birch 
rouain untouched. This is a valuable wood 
if out at tho propor season, and is well 
adapted for aloopors for railways, atavos for 
onska, fencing, and like objects, When tho 
projected railway ponetrates tho intoriox of 
the country, thousands of acres of birch 
fovest, which now are regarded as noxt to 
worthlogs, will acquiro considerable valuo, 
In tho valley of Takaka, on tho westorn 
sido of Blind Bay, there is a largo oxtont of 
fino forést land, tho timber bemg of the 
most valuable kinds; but tho oxpenso of 
oarting it to the mouth of the river for ship- 
ment has hithorto deterred persons from 
oroating saw-mills thoro, ‘This source of 
wealth is not longer to lie idle ; and instond 
of clearing land by burning off valuable 
timbor, dew-mills are being oreoted, which 
will lenve only the stumps and branches 
for the cultivator to clear, 

As no cnpital worth apenking of has 
hitherto boon embarked in manufactures 
in Nelson, what is boing dono is the slow 
growth of small individual efforts, and 
there isnodemand forskilled manufaoturing 
Jahour sufflciont to justify spacial immi- 
gration, The woollen frotory which has 
existed in Nolson for tho last twenty-five 
yearg, and been so great a success, 18 ox- 
tending its operations nnd importing now 
inachinery ; bub the employment afforded 
‘by this establishmont is very limited, 

No Provinoial publio works of magni- 
tude aro now in progress, but tho demand 
for sovoral is do urgont that means for thoir 
eatly construction will have soon to bo 
found, 

The great wealth of Nelson lics in hor 
aninorals, surpassing in this, it is bolioved 
any other part of tho Colony. Unlimited 
beds of tho yery fneat iron ore, coal, and 
*Hmestono ate mot with in spots highly 

favourable to tho establishmont of iron 

works, which before long cannot fail to 
bocome a groat industry in Nelson, and aro 
now engaging tho attention of wealthy 
capitalists from Australia, The superiority 
of many of the Nelson conl monauros over 
those of Newoastle, and othera in Now 
South Wales, boing indisputable, oapital 
"has at length come forward to dovolop 

them, and a brisk eon trade may bo ox~ 

pected. to soxing up before long, ‘The 
' sugeers which must attend theo onter- 

piles will call forth others, and stimulate 
‘e¥ery” branch of mining industry and 

, Mbmétous inechanical pursuits, so that a 
* alge aud ingreasiig demand for mechanical 
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Inbour of alniost every dosexiption may bo 
expected to arise at no distant day, 

Tho demend for coal and ixon is large) 
on the inoreaso in every part of tho woud, 
and as tho possession of those produots 
has invariably advanced the matorial pros 
porily of tho spots whore they oxist and 

een found capable of behig worked to 
advantage, it is bub reasonable to apply to 
Now Zealand the rulo which has worked 
uniformly in ovory* other pars of the world, 
Alarge population engaged in mining and, 
mechanical puranits, mush nocossarily bo 
front consumors of agricultural and dairy 
produco, and bonofit all other clagsos.* 

Prices of stock vary greatly according to 
seasons, but tho following may bo taken as 
tho average :—Dnairy cowa, from £6 to £8; 
working bullooks, £16 to £20 per prix; 
mixed cattle, about £4 to £6 cach ; cart 
horses, £16 to £80 oach; hacknoya, 610 
to £30; sheop, fair wothers, 10%, to 12s, ; 
anixed fldoks, 5s, to 7a. 

The price of provisions lao fluctuates 
greatly, and quotations at one sonson of 
tho year diffor greatly from those of an- 
other, The following are intonded to ro- 


prosent tho avorago ~— 
Flour, por ton... 4, 618 to £15, 


Potatoes, por ton 44. 63. 108, to £5, 
Beof, por lb, 4. =~ Bd bo Gd, 
Mutton, por lb, ov» — 8d, to Bd. 
Pork, por Ib, 4. ne Bd, to Bd, 
Bacon, perIb.. 4. 7d to 10d, 
Tam, per lb, 4, 4. = Od. to 10d. 


Od, to la, Bd, 


Eggs, per dovon 
8d, 1o 1s, 8d, 


Buitoy, frosh, per Ib. .,. 


Oheess, por tb... 4. 8d, to 1a, 
* Broad, per 2-Ib, Jonf 4. 8d, to dd, 
Geese, cach 44 we (G8, tO 7a, 


88, Gd, to Oa, 
24, Od, to 38, 
4s, to Ba, Gd. 


Turkoys, cach ... 
Fowls, por pair 
Duoka, por priv 


Onions, por Ib..,, ne Ste to Bd, 
Alo, por hd, 4. ae 86. 
Alo, por gullon.,. ar) 2a, Od 


Ale, por dovon.,, 8s, 
Tops, per Ib, o.. 2, to 26 Od. * 


enc nt tnertereereneteeieate 


* Ab an Indnateial Uxhibilion hold in tho 
Clty of Nelaon in Novombor, 1878, the ox. 
hibits of naturel products wero numekous 
and moat valunbla1—Oonl, in large blocks, 
from different loonlitiog, of suportor quality 5 
fron ore, and samploa of pig and bax iron 
mounfeolured thorofrom j nnmeroug propara. 
tiona from chrome oro; specimens of orcs 
of Iond and aoppor; and a rich exhibit of 
gold, alluvial ond in quartz. Noone could 
contemplate theao proofs of mineral wenlth, 
ond dob the future motorial prosperity of 
the aountry whiol furnished thom, 
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Nelson is the sent of a Bishop, and the 
affairs of the Ohurch ave regulated by a 
Synod (which meeta annually) composed. of 
the resident clergy and elected lay mem- 


bers, Other Christian bodies have their 
individual organization, ag in other parts of 
Now Zealand, The Province of Nelson 


forms part of the Roman Catholic soo of 
Wollington, 5 

Good farm hands and useful country 
mechanios are the labourers most in request 
in Nolson, Female servants are in great 
domand, and if of a respectable olass, a 
Jatge number would easily find situations. 

‘ages for country labourers are from 
£30 to 6508 year, and board and lodging, 
with extra allowance during harvest ; while 
job labour is paid. 8s, to 83, a day, without 
‘eeep. Mechanics in town get from 8s, to 
10s, a day. In the mining districts, labour 
is considerably dearer, say, from 20 to 30 
per cent, or evon more, 

Rations, as a role, are not given in 
Nelson; men either keep themselves out 
of their wages, or are fed at the expense 
of their employers. On some of the larger 
sheep-stations, a cook contracts with the 
employer to feed the workmen at so much 
a doy each, the employer engaging to 
furnish him with oll necessary articles of 
Living at stated prices, 

Nelson was tho first Province in New 
Zealand to frame aud bring into operation 
a system of popular education, So early 
as 1863, in tho firsé sossion of the Pro- 
vinola] Council, 2 member moved for the 
appointment of a Select Committee, “To 
investigate the question of public educa- 
tion, to nacortain existing doficioncics, and 
suggest such a plan of general education 
aw will best meet the public requirements,” 
This led, in the following session, to the 
povaing of an Aot authorizing the Su- 
perintendent to appoint a Commission to 
take evidence and report on the whole 
question of public education. The Com- 
mission was composed of five gentlemnen, 
who were supposed to represent diverse 
religious opinions ; and their report recom- 
mended the establishment of free public 
schools throughout the Province, to bo 
maintained by a rate of 61 a year im- 
posed on oll householders, a rate of 3. 9 
yent for overy child (not excesding four in 
numbor in ono family) between the ages of 
five and fourteen, and by votes in aid 
from the Provincial Treasury, Tho report 
furthor recommended that the managemont 
of tho schools should be placed under 
Local Committees, olected by the xate- 
payers, auch Local Committees to be repre- 
vented at u Central Boatd, which should 
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possess a general controlling power; and 
that xeligious instruction, “when give, 
should be free from all controversial cha- 
raoter, and be imparted ab auch times that 
Rarents objecting might be able to with- 
raw their children from the schools at the 
time it was _given. Mr, Weld (row Go- 
vernor of Western Australia), who repre- 
sented tho Romen Catholic body, only 
attended the two first meetings of the 
Comission, and then addressed o letter 
to the Chairman, in which he stated that 
his private affairs precluded him from 
being present at their further deliberations, 
and that he perceived that he should not 
he ablo to concur in the report they would 
probably make, Mz, Weld suggested that 
Inatead of the Government establishin, 
schools, it should assist all schools whic! 
gave a certain amount of secular instruction 
to tho satisfaction of a Government In- 
apector, An Act, framed upon the report 
of the Commissioners, wes passed by the 
Provincial Council in the session of 1856, 
and, with some slight modifying, has worked 
satisfactorily ever since, ‘Lhe schools 
established under this Act are well attended, 
and the education given in them is of the 
very best character. The annual grant, by 
the Provinoial Council, of two scholarships, 
which ontitle successful competitors to 4 
free education at Nelson College, has 
worked beneficially, Uducation in these 
uiblic schools is not contined to boys, gixls 
eing equally well instructed, 

Nelson College is an institution where 
the higher branches of education ao taught 
Tt is open to all boys at a low scale of fees, 
and has accommodation for about forty 
boarders, In the competitive examinations 
for Colonial University honours, which? 
haye taken place during the Jast two yoars, 
the candidates from Nelson College greatly 
distinguished themaclyes, 

Building Socicties have been very suc- 
cessful in Nolson, Two, on the terminable 
system, which numbored together 500 
members, have worked out. About one- 
third of the contributors devoted their 
savings to noquising land and houses 
while the object of the remainder appeare 
to be to obtain 1» safe investment for their 
savings which should bring them a high 
rate of intorest, A third Society, on the 
permanent principle, was also established, 
and continues in ¢ flourishing state, During 
the twelve years it has oxiated, 1,000 mom- 
bers have contributed to its funds, which, 
in the aggregate, have amounted to about 
£180,000. One-third of theso contributors 
have invested their savings in houses and 
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Tho charitable institutions which oxist 
ave maintained by the Provincial Govern- 
ment, and consist of an admirable hospital 
(capable of accommodating sixty patients), 
Junatio asylum (a new building is now in 
courge of exection), homes for destitute 
poor, and an orphanage for shildron, 

those institutions are all excellently man- 
aged and liberally supported ; and in 
succouring the sick, tho infirm, and the 
distressed, the Provineo is behind nono in 
the Colony, 
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studded with comfortable homestenda, * 
washed by tho placid waters of tho bay, 
mako up a plobura which no weitton do- 
soription oan adequately pourtray, Brom 
its ‘caylicst sottlomont, Noleon sot an 
examplo to most of the othor towns of tho 
Oolony, in making provision for tho con- 
vonionco ond woll-being of its inhabitants, 
Tn self-imposed taxation for making and 
maintaining its streots and ronds, for city 
drainage and obtaining a noble supply of 
water, and in establishing an admirable 


» The ront in town of neat cottages of system of publio education, it took pro- 


“three rooms is about 58, por week, and 
£30 to £50 a year for houses of four and 
six rooms, ‘The cost of orecting a, neat 
wooden cottage of four or five rooms, 
either in town or country, is from £130 
to £150, 

Any account of the Province of Nelson 
would be incomplete without a notice of 
the exceptionally fino climate enjoyed by 
Blind Bay, whero the City of Nolaon and 
the older settled districts aro situate, Not 
only has it a greater amount of fine weathor 
than any other spot in New Zealand, but 
it osoapes almost completely tho south-east 
pnd north-west gales which blow so fre- 
quently through Cook Strait and on most 
parts of tho const, The thormomoter 
seldom rises to 80° in summer, and the heat 
is nearly always temporod by a rofreshing 
breeze from the son; while in wintor it 
rarely falls holow 30°, ‘Tho latter season 
da gonorally regarded as tho most enjoyable 
portion of tho year; bright oloudloss skies, 
a bracing atmosphero, and a soft gontlo 
wind being its prevatling charactor. Tho 
foe of Blind Bay is universally ad- 

iéted to bo most ploasing, Rugged, snow- 

Had mountains in tho background, on- 
glosing a largo and fertile valloy, thickly 


codonco of all other Places. Noy hag it 
been backward in other matters, which, 
though small in thomsolves, contribute 
lavgely to tho onjoymont of lifo, Tho 
woods and fields are alive with English 
song-birds, tho slcylark in particular being 
in greater numbers than in any district ih 
England, ‘Tho sportsman, in the propor. 
season, can fill his game-bng with phensants 
and quail within sight of town ; and tho 
timo is not romote when decr-stalking may 
also be followed, as both fallow and red 
deer have boon inrnod out and ave becoming 
numorous, Hares have been introduced, 
while rabbits, in places, are in suo num- 
bois a8 to have bocomo almost a post 
Something also has boon done towards 
stooking tho rivers with trout, and ponds 
with porch ; and tho fishorman. can always 
bo assured of aport, if ho will scolk it, fh 
tho rivorg, creeks, and bays, a8 oxcollont 
fish of numerous kinds abound on all parts 
of the const, 

To families in onsy cixoumslances, who 
desire a fino climate, with, Ainutieh soototy, 
and the advantage of being able to got for 
thoir children a good education, Nolson 
offers singular atirnotions, 
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PRO/VVINOE OF 


Eanty Teyory or m= Provinos, 


ELLINGVON was tho first sottlo- 
ment’ in New Zonland, and was 
founded iY 1840 by tho Now Zonland 
Companyy‘an association formad in Tiondon 
for the prose of carrying on colonizing 
oporatighs in this Colony, The first em~- 
rant ship, the Aqwora, anchored in 
‘orb ‘Nicholson on tho 22nd January of 
that/fear, 
ntil 1841 Now Zealand was a dopen- 
Aphey of New South Wales, but in that 
wr it was made an independent Colony, 
wud in January, 1848, was divided into 
two Provinces, New Ulster and Now Mun- 
ster; the first comprising the northern 
portion of the North Island, and_ the 
kevond, the remaining portion of the North 
and the whole of the Middle Island, What 
is now the Wollington Province was in- 
oludod in New Munster, Sir Goorgo Grey 
was then Governor of the Colony, and a 
Lioutenant-Governor, Edward John Byre, 
Esq, resided in Wollington. Under the 
Now Qonstitution Act, tho first clootions 
took place in 1858, when Dy, Feathorston 
was choson Suporintendent, which offico 
ho velained by auccessivo re-vleotions until 
April, 1871, whon ho resigned it in ordor 
to undertake tho duties of Agont-Goneral 
of the Oolony in London, boing succeeded 
in the super intendenoy by the Hon, Wil- 
Nam Fitzhorbort, who was ro-clooted in 
January, 1873, Dx. Featherston mot the 
frat Counoil on tho 28th Octobor, 1863, 
and in his opening spoon oxpreased his 
intontion of adopting the syatem of respon- 
aiblo govermnent in the conduc of the 
aftzins “of the Province, and accordingly 
chose on executive on that principle, Ho 
atated thab of tho 10,102,000 aores of which 
the Provinos then oonsisted (lawke By 
forming parb of the Provinco at that timo), 
tho Nativo tile had alrendy beon extin- 
guished over 2,015,000, of which 236,000 
noros had been alienated, leaving a balance 
of 1,780,000 sores open to purchase, which 
would bo immediately increased to3,000,000 
Aoved, AtYengemonts having been made for 
the purchase of other blocks in Hawke Bay 
and the Wairarapa, His Honour ostimated 
the rayeriue for the year ending 80th Sop- 
tomber, 1864, nt 618,000, of which £8,500 
would be wrailable for public works, 





WELLINGTON. 


In oponing tho séssion of the Provincial 
Council in 1878, the Superintendent esti- 
mated the income for the financial year 
onding Slat March, 1874, at $86,042, of 
which £54,968 was proposed to be ex- 
porded on public works, ied 


Gexcrat Dusorirtion of Tae Wxt- 
ninaton Provinor, 


Looking at the map of the North Island, 
it will be seon that the Province of Wel- 
lington forms its southern portion, and is 
separated from the Province of Auckland 
on the north by tho 39th parallel of south 
latitudo ; from Taranaki on the north-west 
by the north-easterly bend of the Wan- 
ganui Rivor, and by a lino stretching from 
the southorn nnglo of that bend to the 
niouth of the Patea River, Trom Uawke 
Bay on tho east it is divided by a line in 
the direction of the crest of the Ruahino 
Range, veaching from the 39th parallel of 
south Iatitude to the southerly extremity of 
the range at the Manawatu Gorge; and 
from the same Proyines on the south by o 
ine drawn from tho Mannwatt. Gorgo 
across the Puketoi hills to the mouth of 
the Waimnte Rivor on tho East Coast. It 
is bounded ‘on tho wost by Cook Strait, 
which also divides its southern extremity 
from the north oastern portion of the 
Marlborough Provinces, in tho Middlo 
Island, 

The Wollington Provinco contains on 
aren of 7,200,000 aores, Its southern const 
line, extending from Sinclair Head to Capo 
Pallisor, includes Palliser Bay snd the har- 
bour of Port Nicholson, stretching from the 
shores of which is the fortile valle of the 
Hutt, divided by mountain renges from the 
open country of the West Coast on ono 
aide, nnd the Woaiorapa Plains on the 
other. 

the City and Port of Wellington—Tho 
city of Wellington is not only thn seat of 

vernment for the Province of that namo, 
fut holds the same position towards tho 
whole Colony. This distinction was con- 
forred on it, vices Auckland, in 1865, when 
the Commissioners appointed to decide oh 
tho most eligible site on the shores of Cool 
Strait for the Colonial seat of Government, 
aslected Wellington. 

Té possesses in, Port Nicholson an exosl: 
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lont, safe, cnpacious, and accessible harbour. 
Notwithstanding tho strong gales which 
oacastonally blow, but tho violence of which 
has been greatly exaggerated, vessela of any 
size can always find a secure anchorage in 
Port Nicholson, On entering the port, 
Somes Island, the qumantino station, is 
seen ahead. ‘Extensive quarantine bar- 
racks have beon ereated on this island : the 
appliances are very complete, and tho ar- 
raugements have proved to work most 
satisfactorily, Somes Island is about four 
miles from the city; thore is a sata and 
sheltered anchorage on tho cast side for 
ships of any size, About half way up tho 
harbour on the south side is Evans Bay, 
where a joint-stook gompeny has erected a 
patent slp capable of taking up vessels of 
2,000 tons register, ‘Ihe slip has beon 
frequently used with entire success, and 
forms & most important adjunct to the 
haxbour appliances. Further on is Lamb- 
ton Harbour, on the shore of which the 
ality of Wellington is built, Tho anchorage 
is excellent, as indecd is the cage in every 
part of Poré Nicholson. Its capabilities 
are, howover, raroly tested for any length 
of time, for thore is a pier ab which ocean 
steamers of moro than 2,000 tons rogister 
have lain with onse and safety. This pier, 
known as tho Quecn’s wharf, was greatly 
enlaiged in 1867, and again » fow years 
later, but the trado of the port has increased 
so rapidly that it is quite inadequate to the 
requirements, and is to be largely extended. 
It is, howevor, probable that, on the com- 
pletion of tho railway into the henrt of the 
olty, © now wharf will bo crcoted adjoinin 
the torminus, Tho Queen’s whuf is wel 
provided with all the necessary appliances 
for loading and discharging caigo, and it is 
no uncommon thing to seo three or four 
“English ships, of from 800 to 1,600 tons 
rogister, alongsido the wharf al ono timo, 
besides intercolonial and interprovinoial 
stegmers, sailing colliois—chiefly barques 
of 300 to 500 tons—and a number of small 
sailing constors, Wollington is the head- 
quarters of the Now Zealand Steam Ship- 
pin Company, a port of call for the 

‘elbourne steamors, alao the chief conl 
dépbt, besides being the outlet for tho 
produce of large and rich districts of pas- 
toral and abriculinral country, 

The city itself contains many fine build- 
ings, aud is progressing as rapidly in the 
‘size and handsomo appearance as in the 
ynumnber of the buildings erooted. Tho 

‘buildings are all constructed of timber, 
but concrete ig now about to be triod, and 
jae sy will by degrees come into gioater 
rise, prejudice exists against brick 
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buildings, on account of smart shacks of 
earthquake which wore felt in Wollington 
some years ago. There does not, howover, 
scom to be any reason why brick buildings 
should uot be ereoted. 

As the seat of government, naturally 
some of the finest buildings axe those con~ 
taining the public offtees. Government 
Tlouse, the residenas of the Governor, is 
large and commodious, The Houses of 
Parliament and General Government offices 
and tho Colonial Muscum aro in its imine. 
diate neighbourhood ; also the Church of 
England Onthedral st. Paul's) and the 
Roman Catholic Cathedral (St. Mazy's), 
Wellington boing an episcopal seo of both 
Churches, 

The Provincial Goveinmentoficos are built 
immediately on the edge of the harbour, a 
carringe road alone intervening, and form a 
very effective object in the view of the olty 
from the bay. Wellington affords a striking 
oxample of the imperium in tmperio, there 
being no fewer than three distinct govern- 
ment establishments within hor boundaries: 
First, the City Corporation, under His 
Worship the Mayor ; above that, the Pro- 
vincial Government, under His Honour tho 
Superintendent ; and over all, tho Colonial 
Government, under His Excellency the 
Governor, All these have separate offices 
and separate staffs of offloials, and hence 
a large proportion of the population of 
tho city consists of that olass, ‘Tho Cor. 
poration proposes to build a town-hall and 
offices at an estimated cost of £6,000, It 
is contemplated to oreat n large organ in 
tho Town JTall, and to use it for colonial 
niusieal fostivals, ‘The Colonial Museum, 
under the auporintendence of Dr, Hector, 
VRS, is remarkably oxtensive and com- 
plete. Thoro is a Philosophien) Society in 
connection with it, which holds occasional 
meotings there, whon able original papors 
are often furnished hy members, 

It may hero ho montioned that Welling. 
ton was originally built round tho edge of 
Lambton Harbour, and subsequently ox- 
tended north and south over the Thordon 
and Te Avo flats, TEyon this did not prove 
sufficiont for the growing population, and a 
largo central tract was reclaimed from the 
harbour for business sites. This, too, is 
being rapidly covered with buildings, and 
fresh reclamations are about to be “under. 
talton both on the noxth and south sides of 
the part already reclaimed, Gasworks were 
catablished a few years since ; and a con 
plete system of waterworks has juat been 
constructed by the Corporation, and is in 
full operation, , ‘ 

Thore are several impoitant institutions, 
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some being maintained by Government and 
aided by public contributions, such as the 
Provinoial Hospital, which, although ex- 
cellently conducted, has become wholly 
inadequate to present requirements, and 
will probably soon be replaced, by a new 
building ; also, the new Lunatic Asylum, 
one of the best and most admirably man- 
aged establishments of the kind in the 
Colony. Some are supported exclusively 
by the public, such as the Athenznm, 
which possesses a small library, and is 
being developed to accord with the general 
progtess of the place. Thera is also tho 
horal Sooiety, a very officiont body, which 
has proved itsolf capable of undertaking 
the highest works of musical art; and the 
new Orchestral Society, an instrumontal 
offshoot of the former. Of friendly societies, 
the number and variety are Very great, and 
new ones are being formed continually. 
The number of cricket clubs, boating clubs, 
&e,, ig unugually large for the size of the 
pikes, and is being constantly augmented. 
thete ig a public ground for cricket and 
athletic sports, which will in time be a very 
good one. If has o pavilion, or grand 
stand, of imposing proportions, The aquatic 
clubs have a perfect fleet of boats, which 
compete in regattas during the season both 
at home and abroad. Tho Jockey Olub 
holds annual races, at which liberal prizes 
are offered, inducing considerable aud often 
victorious competition from rival Provinces, 
The Caledonian Sovicty has its annual 
athering and athletic sports on New Year's 
ay, which invariably attract large crowds, 
as olsowhero ; vigorous contests for tho 
piles offered -hemg stimulated by their 
liberal amount, ‘The Lortioultural Society 
holds frequent shows during the season, 
which would be creditable to a much Jargor 
town, Thexo is » handsome theatre, built 
and owned by a joint-stock company, Tho 
Preemagons have 2 Masonic Hall, which, 
although not of large sizo or especially 
sixiking exterior, is internally most taste- 
fully designed and decorated, The Odd- 
follows’ Hall, a large and convenient build- 
ing, is much used for public amusements, 
There is a spacious and well - equipped 
Gymnasium, The Botanical Gardens aro 
beautifully situated and well kept; tho 
number of pants is being increased both 
rapidly and steadily, as is also a snail 
zoological collection kept in the gardens, 
There are about fifteen churches and 
other places of wouship, xopresenting the 
varlows recognized roligious bodies, Tho 
principal streets are oithor macadamized or 
usphalted, flags being only used in one or 
two cases, Zhe shops, hitherto small, aro 
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now mostly being either rebuilt or enlarged 
on an extensive sonlo ; aud the increasing 
retail as well as wholesale business seoms 
to warrant this enlargement, 

It may bo added. that the climnte of the 
city is remarkably equable in temperature— 
mild in winter antl modorate in summer. 
Tho wind is occasionally high, and although 
strong winds are more frequent, yet there 
is nob a greater average of gales and bois- 
terous weather than in mosé of the other 
Now Zealand sonport towns, ‘Wellington 
only needs proper sanitary arrangements 
to ba one of the healthiest cities in the 
world. ; 

‘The ruling industries of Wellington may 
be gathered from the desoription of the 
city itself, It boing mainly o seaport, a 
considerable number of tho inhabitants are 
engaged in those branches of trade and 
handicraft which fend to supply the re- 
quirements of shipping, Hence, several 
foundries—one of large sizo—find ample 
work in tho repaits, additions, and altera~ 
tions constantly needed by tho fleet of 
steamers belonging to the New Zealand 
Steam Shipping Company, whose head- 
quarters are at this port, Again, the patent 

ip affords facilities for overhauling and 
vepaixing vessels ; and the gas-works, rail- 
way, &e,, all, oither direotly or indireatly, 
give employment to many, Other indus- 
tries ave continually being started, but it 
is probable that Wellington's main business 
fore time will be that conneoted with her 
large shipping trade and eacellont port. 


Tun Wess Coasr — NGAWAURANGA — 
Portrva—ILornoxiwi— Tua PAttAe 
KaRiKt Iinn, 


Tho westorn division of the Province 

jowsesses a oonst-line extending from the « 

aten River on tho north to Cape Terawiti 
on the south, and includes between tha aea 
and the back mountain ranges, somo of the 
finest open country and valuable timbered 
land to be found in tho Colony, A brief 
dexoription of these districts will convey to 
the mind of the intending emigrant a cor- 
rect idea of some of the advantages which 
the Wellingion Province offers as n field 
for acttloment, The journoy from the City 
of bea ae to the Wost Const can be 
made by Uobb’s conches, which run twice a 
wook to Paten, a distance of 160 miles, 
The road skirts the shores of the harbour 
for threo miles, running ‘parallel with the 
Iiutt Railway line, and then strikes inlond 
up a wooded swine called Nenhauranga, on. 
emerging from which the village of John- 
sonville is resched, Fimther on is Tas 
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Fld, the country adjoining boing somowhnt 
broken into dyes and gullies. ‘Lhe Jand 
is chiefly pastoral, and much of ib hag boon 
» widely forest, which is now nearly all 
cleared, tho wholo district being occupiod 
by settlora whoso houses and farms occupy 
both sides of tho lino of road, ‘Twolvo 
miles from Wellington, Porlrus Harbour ja 
reached, which is chiefly usod by small 
consting vessels, Skirting the shoros of 
the harbour, the xoad winds along through 
pretty sconory towards Pahautanui, a pio- 
turesque village situated at the foot of a 
ateop hill, on tho summit of which onco 
stood a Maori war pa, or fortification, tho 
site being now ocoupied by a church, Thoro 
is a little cleaved land, but tho country im- 
mediately adjoining is bush, in tho midst 
of which « amall-farm sottloment has boon 
formed. A rond though the bush in an 
oastorly direction loads to tho opon land of 
the Hutt Valloy. Pahautanui is closo to 
the shore of the Porirun Harbour ; and 
looking seawads, tho flat-topped island of 
Mana, on which o lighthouse has beon 
built, can bo aceon, Manta is about 14 milo 
long, half a milo wido, and 440 ft, high, 
It is covered with pasture, and used as a 
sheep-run, Still travelling onwards, the 
Norokiwi Valloy is noxt passed through, 
This valley was originally covered with bush, 
but a considerable amount of the land has 
heen oloared by settlers, and is now used 
chiefly for grazing purposes, After passing 
the hotel ( ns, which is about twenty. 
four miles trom Wellington, the ascont of 
tho Paikalariki Hill commences, tho road 
winding up aatoop side-cutting, overhanging 
a bush gully, for soveral milos, till tho 
suninit of tho spur is reached, when a 
aplondid view of #ho whole wost coast-lino 
of tho Province is presontod to tho aye, 
Standing on tho crest of tho hill, 1,000 ft, 
abovo tlio level of the sen, and lookin, 
northward, a greab plain of splendid lan 
can bo seen strotching out below, with tho 
hboach and sandy ridges on one sido, and 
botnded inland by bush ond the mountain 
, tanges in tho far distanco, 

This open, undulating country varios in 
breadth, being only 8 few miles ab somo 
patts, while at others, such ag the block 
aituated between tho Manawatu and Ran- 
gitikoi Rivers, tho open plains strotoh much 
further inland, and include a largo aren of 
fertitoxy, most of which is admirably adapted 
for agricultural purposos, Nor is the view 
devoid, of other ‘atriking fontures, A fow 

emftes noxth, ahd three seawards feomt the 

«bénoh, is situated the Island of Kapiti, ita, 

a Lu og dre rang to & height of 1,780 ft, ; 
while in tho fur distanco, nedrly two hun- 
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drod miles off, may bo discerned the por 
potually anow-capped Mount Egmont, in 
the Tavanatki Province, which waes in a 
porfeot cono, from a bade of thirty mttey in 
Someler, to a hoight of 8,280 fl, nhove the 
lovel of the soa  Agnin, looking aoroys 
Cook Strnit, the hills of tho Middio Island 
mo visiblo on a oloar day ; while forintand, 
the outlines of tho Tararue Raugos form 
the background of a picture which onco 
acen can nove bo forgotten, 


Tum Oren Oountny aerween Panca- 
KARIKI AND Manawatu, ; 


The descent of tho Paikukaviki ill is 
by o sido-ontting, in somo parta near 
3,000 £t. above the level of the sea, Cobb's 
conches, howoyer, travel over this road nl- 
most daily in perfect safoty ; bub as tho 
formation of a new line of road from 
‘Waikune, on the Wollington side df the 
hill, by an inland course up to Manawatu, 
is contemplated, it is probablo that eva long 
tho necessity of crossing tho steep Patka- 
kaviki Hill will bo altogethor avoided. 
From the foot of the hill up to within o 
short distance of the Waikato River, nine 
miley north, the land, which is flat and wh. 
dulating, boing moatly pastoral country, has 
nearly all beon bought by the Orown from 
tho Natives and gold to soitlors, Thao ne 
two or three sattlors who ocoupy it for 
shogp-faxming pnd greasing purposes, ‘Tho 
Jand close to Waikanno atill bolongs to tho 
Nativos, ‘Chore is a small hotol or agcont- 
modation-houxo ab Paikakariki and another 
at Wiikanac, 

Tho Otaki distriot, which is the noxt 
ronolted, oxtonds from the Waikauaa to tho 
Otaki Rivor, and front tho Otki to the 
Ohau River, » distanod of ninoteen milés, 
Tho land included in thig district is about" 
60,000 nores, 6 is still all in ths hands of 
tho Natives, but as the ownorship has beon 
dstermined by tho Native Lands Court, 
and negotiations aro pending for the pur- 
chase of the several blocks, i¢ ig prabtidnlly 
certain that by tho time these pages are 
published, nedrly tho whole of the fine 

jatriot oxtending from Waikanse to tho 
Manwvalu Rivor, including an aren. of 
830,000 acres, will Jinve been putthided 
by the Crown and thus rendered available 
for occupation and settlement, 

Tho road from Waikande to Otaki is ab 
first by the sen beach, and then strikes 
inland to the village, which ia ptottily 
situated aboub two miled from the abd, aud. 
adjoining the iver bank, Otuki fs a 
Ohuroh “of England miisalonary station, 
which wos for many years undel the jus 
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toral shaygo of the Venorablo Archdeacon 
Hadfield, who is now Bishop of Wellington, 
Tho village contgins a church and school 


house for the Natives; the former being , 


algo attended by Europeans. ‘There aro 
algo an hotsl and one or two stores, the 
sites of which have been purchased from 
tho Natives, Tho Huropean population is, 
howeyer, very small, as the surrounding 
country, being still in Native hands, no 
sottlement to any extent exists on it, and 
thus the trade done is almost exclusivel 
confined to aupplying the Natives wit 
oods, and receiving produce in return, 
‘he Native Population, ab Ofaki is fast 
dying out through epidemic and other 
disenges, The lend in the Otaki district 
consists of sandhills near the coast, then 
open flats of flax land, intors ersed, with 
swamps, while tho flat immediately sur- 
rounding the village contains some excellent 
land, fit either for pastyre or agricultural 
purposes, Tho lond belonging to the 
mission station is of excellent quality, 
Inland there are bush and hills, the lend 
at the-edge of the bush and the bush land 
below the hills being of good quality. The 
Natives repare finx, and rope is also 
manufactured. There is some excellent 
totara timber to be found in the bush near 
the Otali and Ohau Rivers, 

The Horowhenua district extends from 
the Ohnu to the Manawatu River, It con- 
tains land somewhat similar in character to 
that already described in fhe Otaki district, 
with the exception that there is a anuch 
greater oxtont of good flat bush Iand close 
to tho hills, Thero aro several inland Inkos 
to be found in both districts, Speaking 
genorally of the country lying betweon 

aikanae and the Manawatu River, it 
may he said, as tho yeault of careful oxplo- 
ration, tht there is a considerable propor- 
fion of it good open land adapted for 
agricultural purposes, while parts of tho 
bush contain a large anjount of tofira, red 
pine, and other yaluable sawing timbors, 

‘1 somo of the blocks oxtending townrds 
the Manawatu River the soil #% of the 
richest alluvial, while the flax Iands will 
undoubtedly prove of much value in the 
future, The remainder of the land, though 
not of the same superior quality, will ulti- 
mately be utilized, as onpital ond Inbour 
become more abundant. In faot, it cannot 
be doubted that whon the negotiations now 
in progross for the purchase of the blocks 
referred to aro completed, and the district 
throwh open for settlement, it will support 
a large population in comfort and pros- 
pority, 
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Toe Mavawatv Distiot—Toxron— 
Pauampsron AND THE Gone, 


Tt is, however, after crossing the Mana- 
watu River and reaching Foxton that the 
great resources of the Province as o field 
for settlement, and tho progress already 
made in that direction, become fully evi- 
dent. Foxton, the shipping pot of tho 
Manawatu district, is situated four milog 
from the mouth of tho river, and close to 
its bank. It contains about sixty housos, 
including a Presbyterian church, Govern- 
ment school house, tio hotels, and sevoral 
stores, ‘There ig a wharf for the gcoommo- 
dation of steamers, and a large store at tho 
tramway terminus for the reception of tim- 
ber | other produce brought from the 
interior. The 1nils run right down the 
wharf for the convenience of shipping 
those materials, Tho Manawatu is a bar 
river with 9 feet of water on the bar, and 
as much as 14 feet at spring tides, {1 is 
navigable by small stegmors, two of which 
trade regularly between Toxton and Wel- 
ling , in addition to which tho steamer 
“ Tongariro,” from Wanganui, and some 
small sailing yessols, make poriodical visits 
to the port. The river would be navigable 
for about fifty miles up for steam launches 
and sailing vessels if the snags wore re~ 
moved, a work which could bo dono at 
moderate cost, Tho land at Foxton is 
anndy near the coast, bué improves 9 shoré 
distance inland, The soil is light and well 
fitted for grazing purposes, many paris 
being also suitable for light ovops, such as 
potatoos, and also for gardons and orchards, 
‘Lho district produces flax (Phormiwum tenaw) 
in groat gbundtnco, and several mills for 
its manufacture have beon till reeontly in 
astive oporation, The low prico ruling for 
this matovial has, however, causcd its 
manufacture to be temporarily discantined. 
A wooden tramway is laid down from Fox- 
ton to Palmorston, 9 township situated 
twenty-five miles distant in the very oentxe 
of the bush country. This tramway rona 
for about twelve miles through opon level 
country, corsisting of flax ~ bearing aud 
grazin Jand, but the rest of the lino passes 
throug! bueh, The tramway is a work, of 
gregt importance to tha district, as provious 
to its construction the track through the 
bush was almost impassable for drays in 
the winter, and the scttlors in the upper 
distrioh had to pay enormous froights for 
thoix goods, whether conveyed overland or 
by river. Now the freight from Foxton to 
Palmerston by the tramway is very moder 
ate, besides which a cheap and expoditious 
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means of caningo is afforded for tho largo 
amount of timber which exists in the bush 
round Palmorston. ‘This timber trade, 
which as yet ix only in its infancy, will un- 
doubtedly in time attain very Jargo dimen- 
sions, and the construction of the tramway 
connecting the bush country with tho ship- 

i ort, has been the chief moans of 
catablishing it, Already the export of 
totara railway sloepors and piles for bridges 
has commenced from Foxton; while tho 
cortainty that ready market cat be found 
for ony quantity of timber that can be 
supplicd, has resulted in the catablishmont 
of now gaw-mills in tho upper Manawatu 
district, The bush country on the tramway 
line commences some distanco bofore reach- 
ing the Orous Bridgo, and continues for 
thivtoon miles till Palmorston is reached. 
The work of aottlement has already com- 
menced in the bush, as, just before reaching 
Palmerston, the sections abutting on tho 
tramway Hne ave ocoupied by Scandinavian 
immigrants, who havo cleared the bush to 
& considerable oxtont, sown tho land with 
raed, and erected rough but weathor-tight 
timber huts for thomselves and families, 

‘The town of Palmerston is situated on a 
natural loyol clearing of about 1,000 acres 
in extont, surrounded by a vory oxtensive 
flat bush country, ‘Tho town, which is of 
Jittle more than two years’ growth, contains 
about forty honses, including two hotels, 
two stores, school-house, police-atation, ant 
court-house, ‘The soil of the township sile 
is gravelly, boing quito different from that 
of the sttrrounding bush country, which is 
of the richost alluvial desoriition, forming 
agricultural Jand of the most productive 
shoractor, Palmorston is tho contre point 
from which several lines of 10nd racinto, 
The main lino of road from Foxton to the 
Manawatu Gorgo, and thence to Napiar, in 
the Hawko Bay Province, passes through it ; 
# ggcond"line leads through o small bolt of 
bush inta the open eres of tho Rangi- 
tikoi-Manawatu blook,and thence to Middio 
Rangitikei ; while tho tramway will ulli- 
wately bo carried six milos further inland 
from Palmerston, to connect with tho 
contemplated xaflway Ine from Wolling- 
ton to Wanganui. 

The distance from Palmerston to the 
Monawatn Gorge is fifteen miles, by v rond 
passing through tho finest forest country, 


containing an almost inexhaustible supply 
of the most valuable sawing timber, Por- 
hapa in no other pars of the Colony doca 


i ‘Ahete exist a hotter spocimen of the Now 
édland bush than is to bo found in this 
tality, ‘The explorer comes upor groves 

fot the “fuest totarn, while red, white, and 
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Diack pines of the Iargost size are 10 be 
found in abundance, “A. good road hag 
boon cut trong tho bush from Palmoraton 
40 the lower forry of the Gorgo, and all 
along it on both sides may ho seen indion- 
tions of tho rapid progress being made in 
settlement, Passing a saw-mill on the 
right, a little distanca forward on the oppo- 
site sido is situated tho second Scand- 
navian settlement, and the allotmonta taken, 
up by tho road labourers, Theso gattle- 
ments wore formed by the Genoval Govern. 
ment on the syatom of golling to cach 
Scandinavian immigiant bush sections of 
from 20 to 40 acres cach (tho latter boi 

tho usual quantity taken up in tho cage of 

a family), tho peyments for which oxtended 
over a period of five yeas, Tho rond 
Inbourors (mostly English) had  90-nero 
sections given them on somowhat gimilar 
tems. So far, the oxperiment may he pro- 
nounced a success, Tho Scandinaviona 
obtained partial omployment, at good wages, 
on the public worka in tho district, and 
wero onvblod besides to improve their own 
holdings, Tho reault ia now seon in tho 
oloared fields, and numerous two and four. 
roomed slab cottages, which dot the side of 
tho vord lino, ‘these Scandinavions and 
Norweginns make good colonists, With 
few excoptions thoy aro frugal, temporate, 
and industrious, the result of thosg hnbite 
boing that most of thom have already anved 
money, whilo the instalments of payment 
for thoir land in the majority of cages have 
boon regularly mot, The road labourers, 
who aro mostly singlo men, havo algo made 
considerable progioss in clearing and im- 
proving thoir linda, 

Bohind theso sottlemonts, on tho loft, is 
situated tho frst portion of tho blook pur- 
ohased by Colonel Feilding for tho Mmigrant 
and Colonists’ Aid Corporation, ‘This 
blook, which contains 106,000 roros, chiofly 
of tho flnost undulating forest land, sbrotchos 
inlhnd in an enstorly dircotion to the 
Runhino Rango, and has n frontage to the 
Rond line from the site of the Scandinavian 
settlement to its own boundary near tho 
Pohangina River, The high quality of tho 
Jond in this blools, its abundanea of valuable 
timbor, and its proximity to tho rond and 
railway lines, all combine to indioate theb 
tha settlements now boing formed will be 
both prosperous and succossful.* Tho road 
still continuca through the forest for nino 
miles, but ocensional vistna of small natural 
dlenrings can oconsionally bo xeon, On 
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* Soo saotion hended, “ho “Atanckostde” 
Spooinl Settloncnt.? 
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emonging from the bush, there is a vei 

beautiful natural clearing called. Otangaki, 
on which a trigonometrical station is erected, 
and 2 little past this, down a slight descent, 
ig situated the lower ferry of the Mana- 
watu, leading to the gorge. Crossing this, 
and pussing through a grove of bush, the 
xoad thon hes along side cutting on the 
Tararua Range, overlooking the Manawatu 
River, Tho yiew at this point is striking 
and picturesque, Far below the level of 
the outting, the Manawatu River is joined by 
the Pohangina, which flows into it, the two 
forming a junction at a little green island 
lying mid-stream ; while towering up on 
either side aro the Tararua Ranges, which, 
clothed with forest from base to summit, 
impart an air of rugged grandeur to the 
scene. Following the Gorge Rond to the 
Upper Torry, the scenery, while ever 
changing its phnses, preserves the same 
general character. At one point, the road 
overhangs the river with a sheer per jen- 
dicular descent to the water, which flows 
in minor-like smoothness past slopin 

banks on the opposite side, clothed with 
emerald-graen verdure, Another fifty yards 
further on, a eudden turn in the aide cutting 
shows the stream, narrowed to a few feet, 
passing batween banks of precipitous rooks ; 
while again, it is tossing and rippling down 
a lian fall over a bed of massive boulders, 
The line of road along the range has been 
rolected with much judgment, and the work 
of construction has been excellently dono, 
‘Tho outting ia sufficiently broad for ordinary 
traffic, and can be widened ag required in the 
future for the railway. Five miles from 
the Lower Ferry, the Manawatu Gorge is 
reached, where the river flows through the 
opening between these two great mountain 
anges, the Tarorua and Ruahine, This 
gorge constitutes the easton boundary line 
which divides the Wellington Province from 
that of Hawke's Bay. A, large railway 
bridgo is in course of construction across 
the river, which at this point is about 200ft, 
The banks on one side boing precipitous, 
the bridge requires to be nearly 400 ft, in 
aay It is being built on stone piers, and 
will be placed at a height of 80 ft. above 
the bed of the river, On crossing tho river 
the Wellington Province is left behind, and 
tho traveller has reached that of Hawke 
Bay. The road on the Hawke Bay side 
leads up by a cutting along the Rushino 
Range, into the Seventy-Mile Bush, Par- 
auing ib for three and & quarter miles, o 
ford of the river is reached, by orossing 
‘which the line of xoad to Masterton in the 
Wairaraps, or eastern division of the 
‘Wellington Province, can bs entered upon. 
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This part of the Province will be aftor- 
wards described, But it may ve stated hero 
that the work of forming the metalled road 
through the Seyenty-Mile Bush, to connect 
the weat coast with the Wairarapa, was 
being rapidly pushed on, from tho Mana- 
wwatu side, af the date of writing this ; and 
that now coaches from Wanganui and Paten 
as well as from Napior, Wairarapa, and 
Wollington, moot by way of the gorge, thus 
establishing communication throughout 
every part of the Wellington Province, 
Tho road from the gorge to Napicr—tho 
seaport of Hawke Bay, distant 105 miles— 
which leads Shrough the Ruataniwhe Plains, 
and opens up a splendid stretch of country, 
is now nearly completed, so that inlond . 
communication between the two Provinces 
‘will shortly be permanently established, 

The view from the high ground on the 
side outting onables an adequate idea to 
he formed of the largo extent of valuable 
timber which oxists in this part of the 
‘Wellngton Province, Looking across the 
river towards the Wellington side, a large, 
tract of level bush country, varied by a fow 
low-lying hills, can be seen for a distance of 
nearly forty miles. The spply of timber 
thus afforded cannot bo exhausted for many 
years to come, and the land whon cleared is 
of the richest and most productive kind, A, 
bush country like this cannot he rendered 
productive without the expenditure of much 

bour, but tho ultimate success of sottlors 
on it is absolutely cortain, ‘The coat of 
falling and burning tho bush averages about 
40s, pe acre, bub When that has beon done 
the Jand thus oleaved far surpasses in for- 
tihty oven the beat of the open country. 
Moreover, as tho country becomes moro 
opened up, an accessible market will be 
found for the timber, which will thus provo 
a valuable source of wealth to tho settlers, 
With rond and railway communicntion, a 
large population, and amplo facilities for tho 
export of timber, the Upper Manawati 
bush country is destined to become ons of 
the most prosperous districts of the Pro- 
vince, 

Tho ruling industries of the districts thus 
described may be stated in o few words. 
The Foxton district possesses threo flax+ 
mills, which will probably soon resume 
operations, and thero is a moderate produo- 
tion of wool from tho stations and smaller 
holdings. _ There is not much Innd in crop 
excepting to supply the local demands for 
agricultural and garden produce, but there 
is a fair number of horses and cattle bred 
in the district, Foxton is only beginning 
to be developed, but as poprlation increases, 
its progress will be rapid, The Palmoraton 
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District, ay already indicated, owen its chief 
source of wealth to its timber. Four saw- 
mills at present exist in the district, whigh 
will probably supply 8,000,000 suporficial 
feat of sawn timber during the year 1874, 
9,000,000 of which will be exported, This 
production will bo Jargely increased in 1875, 
‘as the erection of sayeral new saw-mills is 
contemplated. 


Tun Ranarmeet-Mayawatv Brock— 
Oroua — Sannon — Saran Panse 
Serriesmnr—Mippiu, Lowe, AND 
Urrzn Raxamixer—Manron Town- 
arp, 


Retuming to Palmerston as a starting- 
Sp and following the road towar 
ngitikei, a journey of seven miles through 
push leads to the Oroua River, across which 
a. bridge has been constructed. The bush 
land up to the bridge has beon aurveyed 
into sections, which axe for sale on deforred 
payments, and are being gradually taken 
up. Tho land is of oxcollent quality, and 
settlers’ houses, with their glonnings, are to 
be found aé intorvals along the road. Thoro 
is an hotel, and the oginning of a small 
township called Awahuri, at the river, tho 
Jand in the immediate vicinity hoing Native, 
portions of which havo oither beon lonsod 
_ or sold to Europeans, On crossing the 
river the country becomes open, and pro- 
gonts to the view a large undulating plain, 
varied with ono or two low-lying hille 
oxtondiug from tho bush to the sca coast, 
and from tho Manawatu on the south to 
the Rangitikoi River on the north, 
Dhis district includes tho Manawatu and 
Rangitikei-Monawatu blocke, which, talon 
togathor with the Palmorston bush country, 
comprise 500,000 acres of the most valuable 
Jqnd_ in thé Provineo, all of which is gd- 
tnirably qdapted to- aupporl a large popu- 
lation, ‘The road runs in a north-wosterly 
diraation through land of oxcellent quality, 
covered with forn ond toi-toi, and suitable 
for either grazing or agricultural puxposes, 
Four miles from tho Oroua the ground rises 
pinly ea Mount Stewart is roached, 
‘om the cae of which a splendid view 
of the surrounding country can be obtained, 
the snow-tnpped Ruapehu in the far distant 
north, the Paikakoriki Hill on the south, 
and the ses on {he west, being visible on a 
clear o After crossing Mount Stewart, 
the road passes through tho block of open 
land which was sot apart for sale on_de- 
fo ments, and the bloolt of the Hutt 
Sinall Karm Association, bath being situated 
in the Sandon and Qarsitarvon distr 
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A small township named Sanson has 
been formed on the {Tutt small farm block, 
the rond passing through it, while in the 
vicinity avo the houses and. fonced-in farms 
of tho settlers, who, though only recently 
come into oceupation of the land, ara 
clesting off fern and sowing English 
grasses, ‘Tho whole of tho land on do- 
fered paymonts has boon taken up, and 
sottlers are mpidly occupying it, while the 
mombers of the IIntt Small Iarm Associa- 
tion ure in almoat evory instance in oooupa- 
tion of their allotments. A rond. is being 
made from Sanson to Foxton, a distance of 
thirteon miles, which will opon up a lexgo 
district of country for sottlement, 

Aftor leaving Sanson, the next contre of 
population is Bull's, situated on the north 
side of the Rangitikei Rivor, the country 
passed through in reaching it boing nearly 
all open, undulating land, of splendid 
quality, and most of it ocoupiod by'settlers, 

ne bridge at the Rangitikei River is a 
fino structure, recently orected at a cont of 
£9,000, Bulls is the township of the 
Middle Rangitikoi distriot, and consists of 
about forty houses, including hotels, stores, 
school house, court house, and public hal, 
Thore are alargosaw-mill and four flax-milla 
in the vicinity, but tho Intter aro not ab 
prosent in operation. Tho country in the 
vioinity of this contre of population haa 
all been taken up, and is occupied. chiofly 
for stock-broeding and araving Fumposes. 
Agriculture is aa you bub little followed in 
tho Middlo Rangitikoi district, and only a 
small amount of Iund ig undor crop, buf a 
considerable ran hn been sown with 
English grastes. Tho country lying bo» 
tweon Bull’s and tho Lower Rangitikol 
consists of good grazing Iand with light 
soil. Tho holdings aro niostly largo, bem, 
chiofly sinttons, whore horsey, cattlo, an 
sheop ave raised, ‘lwo good metalled xonds 
branch from Bull's, ono boing the main ling 
to Turakina, and Wanganui, tho othor 
leading to Marton, nine miles off, and the 
township of the Upper Rangitikei, district, 
and theneo through the “Bonny Glen” to 
Turakina, whero it joins tho main ling to 
‘Wanganui, 

Tho Innd between Bull’a and Torakina is 
open country, with bush in the far back, 
ground, Ib is chiefly ocoupied for progin 
puxposes, but a Jango ges of it is flrat- 
class agricultural Ignd. ‘he other road 
Joading to Marton passo’ through sobtled 
country, the holdings being pretty dens, 
varying from 600 to 3,000 acros exch. ‘The 
Upper emp ean distrigt includes the 
country 
& distance of nine miles, and thenge 


between, Bull's and oer 
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northerly direction for about fifteen miles, 
tall the bugh is reashed, The Jand generally 
is grazing country of good aguality, but in 
& norther! y diceotion from Marton, and at 
a locality known as the Fern Flats, it is of 
tho very richest agricultural kind, A. fair 
amount of agriouliural produce is grown in 
that part of this district, but the bulk of 
tho land is in pasture. Wool, cereals, flour, 
flax, cattle, and sheep me the chief pro- 
ductions. 

The township of Marton, so called after 
the birthplace of Captain Cook, presents 
all the characteristics of a model Tnglish 
village. The houses are well built and 
tastefully finished, the churches possess 
considerable pretensions to architeotmal 
beauty, while the hotels are the most 
commodious and comfortable to bo found 
in any of the country districts of the Pro- 
vince, The town proper contains about 
eighty houses, and the country immeduatel; 
surrounding is occupied chiefly by small 
foxmers, with holdings ranging from 120 to 
600 sores, The public buildings include 
court house, post office, telegraph station, 
dull shed, and town hall, besides which the 
friendly sooisties contemplate putting up 
some buildings of their own, The Hon. 
'W. Fox, lately Premier of New Zealand, 
who resides in the district, has laid out a 
new township called Crofton, two miles and 
a half from Marton, and built thereon a 
Rochabite hall. Crofton is to be a tectotal 
township, the founder presenting any one 
with a half-aore seotion who will build a 
small house thereon within a limited Period, 
the condition of the deed of gift being in 
every case that no intoxicating liquor is 
evor to be sold in the building, A German 
sottloment is also established about o milo 
from Marton. JFrugal, industrions, and 
temperate, these Germans make admirable 
settlers, and their small holdings, each with 
its highly-cultivated fields and pretty gar- 
don, form a vory pleasant picture, 


ToraKina—Wanesbnu and WANGANUI, 


The road from Marton to Turakina lies 
through undulating open country, with 
occasional low-lying hills, the land being 
all of good quality and all occupied. After 
ascending a hill, tho view from which in 
the direction of Rangitiket gives an ex- 
collont iden of the surrounding country, the 
deacent on the other side leads into the 
Turakina district, a small valley, bounded 
von the west by sandhills aud the sea, and 
on all other sides by low ranges of hills, 
Vurakina ia a township of older date than 
Marton, but the latter has advanced moro 
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rapidly. It is somewhat smaller then 
Marton, containing about forty houses, with 
two churches, one school house, three hotels, 
and seven stores. The land ix of very au- 
erior quality; most of the holdings being 
large, with a few small cottage frecholds, 
Tho valley is watered by tho Turekina 
River, the land up the side of which is of 
an open, flat kind, and very superior in 
quality, There is a small patch of ex- 
cellont sawing bush at the lower.sido of the 
valley, which fact is noteworthy, as the 
bush in the Rangitilkei is onerally all n 
considaable distance inland. Followin, 
the main line, and crossing the arnling 
River at the bridge, the 10nd ascends tho 
Init at a side cutting and emerges on a 
large flat of open flax and fern country, 
which extonds, with occasional undulations, 
fo. a considerable distance inland. A fow 
imiles onward, the road descends to the 
‘Wangachu River. ‘Tho land in the im- 
mediate viomity of the river is swampy 
and a portion of it covered with flax, The 
whole of the country between the Turakina 
and Wangachu Rivers is still in the hands 
of the Natives, but most of it has been 
leased to Europeans, who haye established 
sheep and cattle stations upon it, Inland 
fiom the Wangaehu River there is a con- 
siderable arca of open country containing 
Rood land. On crossing tho bridge of the 
‘angachu, the road leads up a steop hill 
and omerges on tablo lend. Tho country 
lying between the Wangacht and Wanganui 
Rivers forms the Wanganui block. It is 
bounded on the west by the sea, and con- 
sists of open, undulating country for a con- 
siderable distance inland, after which it 
becomes slightly broken, ‘The whole of 
this block has been sold by the CLown to 
sottlors, and tho land is all ocoupied, Tho 
Dlock is well opened up by roads, and tho 
numerous holdings, with their well-fonced 
giass-sown paddocks, and large comfortably 
built houses, afford abundant indications of 
tho well doing and prosperity of the settlers, 
Tho town of Wanganui is fourtéon miles 
from the Wangachu River by the main 
Jine of road, but some distance further by 
the No, 2 line, which pasics through the 
settled interior of the block, The journey 
by the main rond affords the view of some 
pretty scenery, the traveller now passing 
through a little valley dotted with home- 
steads, then ascending a hill showing from 
its summit the gleaming waters of on 
inland lake, and next coming in view of 
tho broad Wanganui River, as it sweeps 
past the town in its course to the gen, 
Next to the city of Wellington, Wan- 
ganui is the Invgest and most important 
N 
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town in the Provinces. Tt is built on a flat 
on the right bank of the Wanganui River, 
abont three miles from its mouth. ‘The 
town itself contains about 300 houses, and 
its population is estimated at 2,000. Wan- 
gonni is a borough possessing municipal 
institutions, its local affairs being undor 
the managoment of 2 Mayor and Qounoil. 
‘The river is spanned bya splendid iron 
bridge, the largest which has yot been 
built in the North Island, boing, with its 
approaches, noarly G00 ft. long. ‘Tt is sup- 
ported on soven cnst-iion cylinder piers, 
Bix of tho piers being each composed of tivo 
cylinders. ‘The swing-span is 130 ft. long, 
and tho swing is moved by powerful geared 
machinery. ‘Tho swing, when open, leaves 
two clear passages, each 40 ft, wide, so that 
vessels may pass up and down tho xivor at 
the seme timo, ‘The ion materials for 
this bridgo were manufactured by Messys. 
Konnard and Co, of London, and tho 
erection was successfully carried ont by a 
colonial contractor, Mr. Henry McNeill. 
Tho total coat of the bridgo was £32,000, 
The shops and morchants’ stores in Wan- 
gauni melude some handsomo and com~ 
amottious buildings, tho chief business 
remises being situated on Taupo Quay, 
acing the river bank, and in Victoria 
Aventto, Thero aro several wharves, tho 
largest being that belonging to the Corpora- 
tion, which, with its goods transit shed, is 
situated o little below tho bridgo, in close 
proximity to tho custom-houso and clearing 
shed. ‘Choro is a largo ond handsome 
cow's house, including offices for the Resi- 
dont Magistrate, tho Municipal Corpora- 
tion, and othor departments, ‘hiv building 
ig situated on the Markot Square, in tho 
centre of which is the Mouton monumont, 
“erected,” 28 tho inscription states, “to the 
memory of those brave mon who fell at 
Moutoa on 14th May, 1864, in dofonce of 
Jaw gnd order against fanaticism and bar- 
barism.” Tho cyent of which this monu- 
ment recalls the memory may be briefly 
alluded to, In 1864, a band of xebel 
Natives, contemplating a descent down the 
river upon the Wanganui settlement, wore 
inet and resisted at the small island of 
Moutoe. A hard-fought and bloody battle 
ensued, tho invadexa being utterly beaten 
and many slain, while the friendly Natives 
also puffored soverely, ‘Lhe sovicé ren- 
dored by the “friendlies” is commemorated 
by thig monument, On the sandhills over- 
looking tho town are situated the Rutland 
and York stockades, the former being used 
as.n gaol, and the Intter ay o station to 
rofieat the oe made nb the heads, 'Thero 
is om Odd Fellows’ Tall, four churches, a 
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public hospital, end several schools in the 
town, while the private houses include 
many handsome villa residences, 

‘Tho Wanganui is a bar river, the depth 
of water ranging from 9 ft. to 14 ft, The 
barcan he mossed nt high water by steamers, 
soyeral of which tado régularly belweon 
the port and othor parts of the Colony ; 
while of late the Malay, a vessel of about 
460 tons burden, has come out direct from 
England to the port, A. project is con- 
tomplated for deoponing and widoning the 
channol of tho 1iver from tho heads up to 
the town, and also removing tho snags 
which obstruct tho navigation. Tho river 
is navigable for seventy miles by canoos, 
and steamors of 1 fow foot draught havo 
been up fourteen miles. ‘Lhe pilot atation 
ig situated at tho hoads, from which point 
the condition of the bar can be signalled 
to vessels rbout to orosa it, On the loft 
bank of tho river theo are a fow houses 
close to the bridge, tho placo being called 
Campbelltown ; and a little lowor down is 
a Native pa named Putiki, tho original 
Maori whares of which have been replaced 
by substantial wooden houses, buill after 
tho Emopean fashion, to tho ordor of thoir 
Nativo owners, A. church and missionary 
residenco are situated adjoining tho pa. 

Tho seenory of this part of tho Province 
is nob without its features of beauty. 
Looking up the Wanganui valley, the viow 
of tho rivor winding through and dividing 
tho flat, with tho table-topped hills on both 
sides, the high wooded itnges as wu back- 
ground, and the snowy muss of Ruapehu 
towering alovo all in tho distance, combino 
to form a lovely picture, Again, an ra- 
conding the tablo lands, level and undula- 
ting plaing con bo soon bolow, oxtonding 
milo upon milo; and besides Ruapeltt 
inland, the voleanic cono of Mount Hgmont 
to tho noith-weat, and the greab mountain 
ranges of tho Ruahine, Tararaa, and Rimu- 
taka to the south-cast, aro distinotly visible 
in clear weather ; whilo to tho south, some 
of the islands near Nelson, and oven the 
highest peak of the main land, can be dis- 
cerned rising above tho sea line, Inland, 
the river sconery would dolight the eyo of 
an artist. Such aro some of the views on 
tho Mangnwhoxo, whero the river vans 
foaming amidst hugo granite bonlders, and 
is overhung by forest-clad hills toweing 
1,600 ft,, the provailing dark groon of tho 
bush being relioved by the bright orimson 
of the flowering rata, and the dull tint of 
the tawhero contrasting with the white 
blossom of the ale, . 

Like all towns and districts in the Wel. 
linglon Province, the Jand resources of 
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‘Wanganui are only as yeb partially de- 
veloped. Still the pro rose which has 
heen made during the Jast four or five 
years is something wonderful, In that 
short period, it has been transformed from 
little village into « handsome town, re- 
plete with almost every comfort and con- 
venience. Aheady some manufacturing 
industries have been established, such as 
breweries, soap works, and an iron foundry. 
There ara also several flnx-mills in the 
vicinity, Rope is beginning to be manu- 
factined from’ the flax, and very soon ship- 
building will be commenced. ‘The wholo 
surrounding district is excellently adapted 
for agricultural pursuits, but hitherto the 
satisfactory prices obtained for sheep and 
cattle have caused the settlers to turn their 
attention to grazing, and some of the finest 
stock and sheep to be found in the Colony 
are bredin tho Wanganui district. Indeed, 
for horses, sheep, and cattle, Wanganui 
bears a very high reputation ; while for the 
wool grown in the district, one flock-owner 
recently took five prizes at the Sydney 
Intercolonial Exhibition, As illustrative 
of what ave the chief articles of production, 
& few figures carefully obtained on the spot 
may be given hero :— 

For the period of two years, oxtending 
from 80th October, 1871, to Ist November, 
1878, sundry steamers left Wanganui for 
Auckland and the west coast of the Middlo 
Island, carrying 6,390 head of cattle and 
38,340 sheep, During the snme period, 
numeroud schooners, carrying 272 head of 
cattle and 1,116 sheep, loft for Nelson and 
the Pelorus, ‘he exports of wool and flax, 
ag obtained from the Jooal custom - house 
for tho period between tho 1st January and 
80th September, 1873 (uine months), were 
ag follow :—Wool, 2,721 bales, at a value 
of £54,420 ; and flax, 2,119 bales, at a 
valuo of £6,357, These figures are valu- 
able, as showing the actual original exports 
from the Wanganui district, In the caso 
of wool and flax, most of what is exported 
js sont to Wellington, and thence tran- 
shipped to Great Britain, the amounts 
b ing thus classed under the geneial head 
of Wellington exports, 


Tue Counrny InnaNp From WANGANUI, 


At the back of the bolt of open level 
land lying slong the shore of Cook Strait 
age a series of wooded ranges. These 
ascend gradually for the most part in 
broken torraces, separated by ravines, till, 
at a distance of about fifteen miles inland, 
they attain an slovation of from 2,000 fect 
to 2,600 feet above the level of the sea, 
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‘When viewed from the const, these ranges 
seom to be entirely covered with bush, but 
this appearance is deceptive, and in reality 
nearly half of the country is either open or 
easily cleared, ‘Lhe soil is averywhere of 
the richest description, superior to any near 
the coast; but from. the difficulty of getting 
into it, owing to our ignorance of the pric- 
ticable routes, and its being in the hands of 
the Natives, this country is only now be- 
ginning to be taken up by settlers, Inside 
of the highest range, the country suddenly 
falls about 1,000 feet, and then again rises 
gridually towards the great mountain Rua- 
pehu—- which stands in solifary majesty, 
covered with perpetual snow, about fifty 
miles inland—and the high ranges extend- 
ing from the Tahua country westward to 
Mokau, which form the watershed from 
which the drainage flows southward to 
Wanganui and northward to Waikato. 
The portion of this inland slope imme- 
diately adjacent to the Wanganui River, 
and indeed from the Mangawhero River on 
the oaat to the sea coast ab New Plymouth 
on the west, is a good deal broken. East 
of the Mangawhero River, however, between 
it and Ruapehu and the Upper Wanganui, 
there are some hundreds of square miles of 
beautiful fevel country, ost of ‘it is 
wooded, but there nre fine openings, some- 
times of 1,000 norea or more in extent, 
scattered through it; and at its northern 
end, on tho Native track from Pipiriki to 
Taupo, thore is a very large extent of open 
nassy country, mown ag the Waimate or 
aten plains, lying along the skirts of the 
active voloano Tongariro, and a numbor 
of smaller extinot ones to the north-west of 
it. Theso plains aro said to consist of yor 
poor soil (Dumice and scoria ash), but will 
make good grazing land, and. aro so level 
that one may gallop a horse all over them. 
Tho whole of this district possesses a fino 
bracing climate, Tho proximity of snowy 
mountains, aud the olevation above the sow 
level, often cause considerable changes in 
temperature, and frosts frequently occur ab 
night, even in the middle of summer, ‘Lhis 
potion of the Province has hitherto been 
ut little kuown, but the attention of the 
Government has lately heen directed ta it, 
and large blocks of land are in course of 
acquisition for the purpose of settlement ; 
whilst a bridlo track which is being cou- 
atructed from Wanganui by way of the 
dividing range, between the Wangaehu and 
Turaking Rivers, will greatly  fuclitate 
communication with it, 
On the eastern side of Ruapeliu, between 
it and the Kaimannwa range, and on the 
lower spura of the latter range, thore is a 
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very large extent of open country, known 
a the ‘Taupo plains and Patea country, in 
which the Waikato, Wangachu, Hautapu, 
and ‘Moawhango (tho latter two of tho 
main branches of the Rangitikei) lake thoir 
zise, the source of thd Torakina being just 
within tho hush on the south of if, There 
are long strips of level ground, genorally 
rather boggy, along the sides of the streams, 
bub the remainder, though open and grassy, 
is very broken, ‘Tho goil ia very poor, an 
only fit for grazing, Owing to the high 
elevation, the snow lies on the ground for 
a long time in wintor, and sharp night 
frosts ave frequont during nine months of 
the year. 

The Parac-Kayatu block, now being sur- 
yoyed, has a bell of broken Innd on the 
aide next tho Rangitikei district, but 
inland it consists of open bush interspersed 
with grassy glades, the homo of large num- 
bers of wild cattle. Ib can be reached by 

> a toad trom Wanganui direct, or by one up 
the Turaldna valloy, and there is renson to 
believe that another practicable line into it 
oxista vid tho Porawa valley, There is a 
great deal of similar land lying betweon it 
and tho Patea country, but it is in Native 
hands, Betweon Waitotava and Pates 
there is also considerable amount of fine 
land. inlond of the settlements, It will 
thus be seen that the country drained by 
the Wanganui and its tributaries possesses 
Jargo pastoral aud ogrioultural capabilities, 
The cause of its non-dovelopment hitherto 
lng heen tho fact of its boing in the hands 
of the Natives ; but this difloulty is now 
passidg away, Gold is found in small 
wantitios all the way up tho Wanganui 
vor, probably indicating moro or losy rich 
deposits af its head-qnartery in the Tahua 
country. Prospecting in that region has, 
howoyer, only beon carried on by tho Na- 
tives as yot, and whethor a payable gold 
fleld, exiaty there or not romsins to bo 
proved. Should such prove to be tho caso, 
the country would be opened up ab oneo, 


Tn QGovxrry Norem or Wanganui 
EKarlwr—Maxwaniron—Nuxosarg 
— Tan Warrorara Brook — Toe 
Oonrisoarep Tanps — Oxoruxu 
Broog— Watnos— WuENvAKURA— 
Patza — Norrnern Bounpary oF 
tum Provinog, 


The country lying north of Wanganui is 
well worthy of a visit, either by the tonrist 
ox intending gettlex, On leaving town, the 
road leads northwards up Victoria Avonua 
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to St. John’s Hill, from tho summit of 
which a pretty viow of tho valley, tho river, 
and the town can be obtained. Boyond 
thia, the country consists of table ands for 
several miles, all of which has long been 
adoupied, ‘Tho land is of oxcollent quality, 
and would produce large crops, but most 
of it is in pasture, Well-built and com- 
modious houses, with luxuriant gardens 
and paddocks, are to be seen on every side; 
whilo for miles along tho road the blooming 
hawthorn hedges, with their delicious per- 
fume, recall to the mind of the wayfaror 
the momory of summer country rambles in 
England, ‘Thoro aro two small shoots of 
water in this locality, one called Virginia 
Lake and the other Woatmere, Virginia 
Lake is about 24 ores in area, with a 
moxitum depth of 78 feo, It will shortly 
he used ag e source of water-supply for the 
town, tho necessary plant having boon 
ordered. The Westmere Lake is sitnated 
at a higher level, and may possibly bo used 
to supploment the waler-supply obtained 
from tho other source, Beyond the table 
laud the voad Jeads down into Goat Valley, 
and after passing through some brolon 
pastoral country, hills and. soli altor- 
nating, tho Kai ‘Twi atroum is reac! ed, ning 
miles distant from Wanganui. For several 
miles onward tho road runs along a sido 
gutting on the hill, with a bush gully on 
tho right. Crossing Okehu stream, a short 
distance further up the ascent, tho bush is 
loft behind, and tho first glimpse of the 
fortila Waitotara block obinined, ‘Iwo or 
three honses hore on the lefé ave called 
Maxwoellton, while on tho right is a beau. 
tiful viata of open, Jovel, grassed Innd, 
hacked by forest, Tho soonory and tho 
charactor of tho Innd now bogtin to improve 
greatly, A milo or two further along the 
rond is situated Nukwmary, now tho sito of 
a snug rondsido inn, built a fow yards from 
tho famous Maori stronghold, Tauranga 
Ii, where, five years ago, tho notorious 
robol chiof Titokowaru and his follower 
wore entrenched, whilo tho whole of tho 
Colonial forces, under Colonel Whitmore, 
had taken up a position hefore it, At that 
time the country from Wanganui to Naku. 
mart wes occupied by armed forces, tho 
Waitotara block being the scone of continual 
skirmishes, In the country adjacent to 
Nukeumary, soltlers'houses had boon burned, 
thoir cultivations destroyed, and thelr onttlo 
driven off, That stato of things hay now 
hay ily passed away for aver, ‘Titokoworn 
and his followers have been driven, out of 
the district, peace has been re-established, 
and the country from Wanganni to the 
Waingongoro Rivor, a distance of sixty-five 
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miles, is rapidly becoming occupied and 
settled. Moreover, the wholo district is 
homg opened up by roads; bridges span 
the streams ; and. Cobb’s coaches vun tice 
a weok between Wanganui and Now Ply- 
mouth, crossjig in their progress the con- 
fiseated lands, 

The pa at Tauranga Ika is now in ruins, 
and a brick kiln has been erected on its 
site. The sconory at Nukumaru possesses 
m degree of quiet, rustio beauty which is 
very ploasing. Qn the right is forest, and 
on tho loft the open country stretches out 
in an undulating plain towards tho sea. 
Proceeding northwards up tho coast, tho 
country becomes more open, the bush re- 
ceding further back, and leaving a largo 
expunge of clear land between it and the 
sea, Tho Waitotara block contains about 
85,000 acres, and is bounded on the north 
by the river of that name, which is reached 
three miles beyond Nukumaru. That part 
of the land in the block which is near the 
sen is somewhat sandy, but a little inland 
it much improves in character, while close 
to and in the bush the soil is of the richest 
description, The bush is nine miles inland, 
but this by no means forms the last of the 
open country, as there is a large extent of 
open and undulating country behind it, 
The country between Nukumara and the 
Waitotara River presents all the appear- 
ance of a settled dnd prosporous district, 
‘The whole of the block is occupied by 
settlers, the holdings ayeraging from 200 
to 500 acres, with a few Inrger ones varying 
from 600 to 2,600 nores, Tho settlors 
houses aro gonerally lavgo and hendsomo 
huildings, while tha land belonging to cach 
is enclosed by substantial fonces. Lhe 
land is chiefly used for pastoral purposes, 
and the chief productions ave enttle, horses, 
sheop, aud wool, £ 

The Woaitotura River is now being 
bridged. ‘Cho sconery near tho river is 
voried and picturesque, Tt flows through 
& narrow yalley hemmed in by hills on 
euch side, with the sea in front, and a 
background of bush. Much of the bush 
has boen cleared near tho river banks, and 
sattlers’ houses aro dotted here and thera 
in the opon spaces. On the north sido 
of the river, a small township is springing 
up, and indications of progress are to be 
aeon on evory side in the sleneings and oul- 
tivations made by the sottlers, This locality 
possesads many interesting reminiscences of 
tho past. In the vicinity is the Weroroa 
pa, and the gardens ond oultivations near 
the bush have been the sceno of more than 
ono hard-fought encounter, 

Tho north ‘sido of the Waitotara Rivor 
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marks tho beginning of tho confiscated 
lands, which were formerly held by Natives 
who had taken part against us in the war, 
That portion of this land lying immediately 
north of the Waitotara is called the Okotuku 
block, Ascending tho hill to the table land 
above, a good view of the surrounding 
country for several miles can be obtained. 
For nearly fourteen miles back to the bush 
it consists of open, undulating country, 
broken by bush gullies, ‘The open country 
is chicfly pastoral land, bus the soil being 
of good quality, much of it will ultimately 
bo put under crop, as holdings become moro 
subdivided and population increases. Closo 
to the bush the land is very rich, and many 
open flats ao to bo found in the intorior, 
Seven miles onwards is situated the town- 
ship of Wairoa, There is a redoubt here 
occupied by a small body of Aymed Oon- 
stabulary ; also an hotel, somo stores, and 
other buildings, ‘Lhe district surrounding 
Wairoa is either already occupied or in 
course of boing so, ‘own sections of ono 
acre, and rural allotments of sixty acres, 
have been granted by the Government, out 
of the confiscated lands, to military aottlors, 
which in some instances lieve been occupies 
by tho recipients, In addition to this, a 
largo strip of land abutting on the road-line 
from Waitotara to Waingongoro, a distance 
of forty-three miles, has Seen Jaid off As a 
railway reserve, and that portion of it lying 
between tho Waitotara and Paten rivers 
sold by anotion, Asa result of thig, sottle- 
ment is rapidly progressing all along tho 
coast from Waitotura to the northorn boun- 
dary of tho Province, 

There ig a considerable amount of confis- 
oated land in the Wellington Proyinco stili 
left to be disposed of, most of it, however, 
boing back country, Irom timo to time, 
as tho country is opened up by roads, this 
will bo brought into the market. ‘Lhe de- 
scription of the country already given ap- 
plies gonornlly to tho remaindor between 

Wairon and the Whenuokura Rivey, six 
miles further on, save that the country near 
Wairon stands on a higher lovel, and com- 
mands eviow of the sea; Tho Whenuakma 
is a narrow stream, now being bridged. 
Botweon it and the Paten River is situated 
the Whenunkura block, which in some 
mensure resembles the Okotuku blook, with 
the oxcoptions that tho open cauntry which 
it contains is more level and éxtends a 

enter distance inland, and that itis broken 
fower bush gullies, ‘the land is, on the 
wholo, of evon finer quality than that in 
the Okotuku district, and thore is the same 
Roce ioun of bush country. 
A line stretching inland from the mouth 
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of the Patea River forms the northein 
boundary of the Wellington Piovinee, 
The Patea isa bar river, with a depth of 
6 ft, ab high water, and ay much as 10 ft, 
at spring tides. Tt is navigable by small 
steamers and sailing vessels drawing 5 ft,, 
and a few such visit the port at intervals, 
Tho bar, howaver, bears the reputation of 
being dangorous, gd when railway commu- 
nication is established betweon Paten and 
‘Wanganui, goods and produce will be car- 
wed chiefly hy land carriage, At presont, 
the xivor is crossed by 2 punt, but hidges 
are in couse of construction across if, as 
wollus the Whonuakura aud Waitotain, ‘The 
town of Carlyle is situated on the north 
side of the river, and about half a mile 
from its mouth. ‘The town is built on 
slightly-elevated ground, the site having 
‘eon lnid out by the Goneal Government 
in 1870; and it already conteins a popu- 
lation of nbout 220. There are three large 
hotols, © gchool-house, two chmches, a 
comt-houso, post-oflice, telegraph station, 
and other public offices. Tho other build- 
ings inolude a bank and several stores, 
Carlyle is tho district head-quaitors of tho 
Armed Qonstabulary, but so peaceful is 
now the attitude of the Natives that only 
twelve men require to be stationed there, 
The scenery up tho Patea River is very 
pleasing and divorsified. Tho country con- 
alate of ridges and valloys, with table Jand 
at the top of the former, and somo flats of 
very rich agricultural Innd near tho river 
bank, , Vrom tho top of one of theso ridges, 
aud looking southwards, » aplondid viow is 
afforded of the Whenuakura block and tho 
country adjacent on the Wellington sido of 
*the river, Going a liltlo inland, tho country 
prosonts tho snine features of Rat-toppad 
iidges and valleys, with a back-pound of 
bush, but behind that thoro aro many open 
sleavings, 
Tun Horr any Waranara, 


Taking the City of Wollington ngain as 
a starting-point, the next division of the 
Province to bo described is tho yalley of 
the IIutt, so called aftor the rivor of that 
namo, which flows thraugh it and diachavges 
itaolf into the upper portion of Wellington 
harbour. Tho Hutt yalloy is renched from 
Wellington by a road skitting the harbour, 
parallel with tho railway Ime now com- 
pleted. Passing the villages of Kaiwarra- 
warra and Neahanranga, at tho latter of 
whioh the rond branches off to the West 
Const, 8 fow miles further-on the Hutt 
bridge iy reached, which, togethor with a 

“gmonll villago, is sittinted at tho lower parb 
of thé valley, ‘This village ix a pretty 
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country suburb of Wellington, and containg 
in its vicinity somo highly-oultivated pro- 
pertics of considerable extent, as well ag 
numerous small holdings, ‘The valley con- 
syals of rich alluvial lond, tho whole of 
which is thickly poopled. A few miles 
firthor up a6 two villages, called the Unity 
and the Upper Hutt, tho Inbter possesamy 
ostensivo snw-mills, ‘The 
of this distmot, which lies altogothor to the 
west of the Tararue and Rimutak ranges, 
mic Bleep wooded apa proceeding from 
thoso ianges, and valleys lying hotwoon 
them. After Jenving tho Upper Hutt, the 
Mungaroa ja tho nox point reached, on 
passing which the ascont of tho Rimutala 
Till, a spur of tho Lararua range, com~ 
mences, Tho summit of the hill is reached 
by o side-outting, and the descent on tho 
othor slope by similar menns loads to the 
lower part of the Wairarapa valley, The 
township of Feathorston is situated at the 
base of tho hill and the lower end of the 
yalloy, ‘ho township is small, consisting 
of only a fow sonttored houses, with tho 
usual “court - house, post-office, telegraph 
station, and hotels, The wholo of tho sur- 
rounding district consists of pnstoral land, 
the country being open and level, with n 
little bush in some places, Two yniles 
boyond Tentherston is the 'Lauhorenikau 
River, which flows across tho valloy into 
tho Wairarapa Lake, a hugo body of fresh 
water, covering an aver of about sixteon 
square miles, vory shallow, and nearly on 
the fame level as tho som ‘Lhe next town- 
ship is Groytown, soven miles from Tenthor- 
anton. ‘This is » prosperous township, con- 
taining about 120 houses, the population 
being ostimated nt 460, Its chiaf street 
containg numerous handsome shops, hotels, 
and private housos ; it possosaes thieo 
hutches, a Government fred achool and a 
private ono, with court-honse and other 
publio buildings. There aro besides a lite- 
rary institute, with lunge veading-room and 
library ; also a public hall, Anewspaper 
published in Groylown hos a considerable 
cirovlation thronghout the valley. ‘There 
is abundance of good sawing bush in the 
district, and five steam eaw-mnills, which 
annually tren outa Inrgo quantity of timbor, 
8 considerable portion Boing sant to Wel- 
linglon and oven to the Middle Island, 
Totara piles for buildings, and tolegtaph- 
oles of tho samo timbor, are obtained in 
largo LRA from the Wairarapa dis- 
trict, “Hlax is alyo manufactured, and wool 
largely grown, no that a very extensive 
carrying trade is concerned in the convoy- 
anco of thesd ataple productions to Wal- 
lington, while large quantitios of gonoral 
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sites aro brought hack from the 
colby’ 

, Beyond Greytown, the road lies for some 
little way through bush, but the rest of the 
country in the direction of Onrterton and 
Masterton, the latter being eleven miles 
from Greytown, is open arablo land, a good 
deal of which is placed under crop. The 
description of Greytown applies generally 
to the township of Masterton, oxcept that 
the latter has less production of timber ; 
but on the other hand agriculture is more 
oxtonsively pursued. Carterton isa smaller 
township situated between Greytown and 
Masterton, The trade and prosperity of 
Groytown are in a.great measure promoted 
by the custom of tho stockowners and 
station hands of the lower valley; and in 
the case of Masterton, the farmers of the 
Opalki plain axe found liberal buyers at tho 
stores, while the Government expenditure 
in opening a road through the Seventy- 
Mile Bush, gives omployment to tho 
Scandinavian labourers, who obtain their 
supplies from the township. Two dépéts 
havé been established for the reception of 
immigrants, one at’ Featherston and the 
other at Greytown. 

Tho township of Masterton is the centro 
of a flourishing amall-farm district, and the 
land boing of excellent quality, tho settlers, 
whose snug homesteads are to bo seen in 
avery direction, ave prosperous and well 
doing. The township is situated at tho 
point of divergence of the roads to Castlo 

ointand the Manawatu Gorge. 


Promormp Roaps ro open vr TR 
Ooununy—Drsorietion or tin LAND. 


Bofore dosoribing the country botweon 
Masterton and the Gorge, it may be stated 
that as the formation of eighty-one miles of 
district roads is contemplated, the wholo of 
the blocks of unsold Qrown lands in tho 
Wairarapa and Tfast Coast districis will 
thus be rendered available for purchase, 
ocoupation, and settlement. ‘The proposed 
oad line from Masterton to Alfrodton will 
press through good bush country acrass the 

Rangitumau range, and thence through a 
clearing on the Wangachu River, ultimately 
loading {nto « beautiful and fertile valley, 
nine miles long by three-quartors of 1 milo 
broad, the land being of tho very finest 
quality, Anothor intended road, from 
Alfrodton to Oastle Point will opon up a 
large tract of country ; while 2 third line 
will effect the same object in tho case of 
the opon lends lying under the eastern slope 
of the Puketoi range. Tn brief, it ma; 
stated that by the ond of 1876, the whole 
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of tho Wairarapa and East Coast districts 
will bo opened up by a netivork of roads, 
acting as feeders to the main Jino leading 
from Masterton to the Gorgo and West, 
Coast, aud also to Napier on the cast, This 
will ultimately bo the route taken by the 
trmk railway line which, starting from 
Wellington, will traverse the Wairarapa, 
run through the Soventy-Milo Bush to tho 
Gorge, and thence proceed fp the West 
Coast, by way of Wanganui, to Taranaki 
and Auckland. 


Tn Counrry berwern Masterton AND 
Manawatu Goran, 


The main road line from Masterton to 
the Manawatu Gorge runs in tho first place 
through a block of sploudid bush land, 
containing about 45,000 aores, of which a 
general description will afford a good idea 
of the whole of tho country in this locality. 
That portion of the block which lies in a 
northerly direction, consists of 14,000 acres 
of first-class agricultural Jand, abundantly 
watered throughout by tho Kopuarange 
River and nwnerous slreamlets, ‘The land 
is moderately timbered, chiefly with red 
pine, the bush boing of an open charactor. 

is part of the block is specially adapted 
for a amall-farm. settlement. Its abundance 
of level land, ity rich soil and adequate 
supply of timber and water, present all tha 
essential requisites of a good site for such 0 
purpose, or should it be forgotton that, 
stretching further north, there ave fiom 
20,000 to 30,000 additional ores of lovol 
agricultural ‘land of the same quality, am 
presenting tho same characteristics ag that 
alvendy degoribed, which would afford ample 
acopo for the after oxtonsion of tho small- 
farm settlomonts at firat formed. 

That portion of tho block situnted on tho 
eastorn sido consists of 10,000 acres of un- 
dulating country, limbered. with red pine, 
matai, and occasionally white pine, Tho 
soil is of a limestone formation and of ox- 
cellont quality, equal, if not superior, to 
that of tho open, flat, hush land, ‘The un- 
dulating naturo of the land would, how- 
ever, unfit a large portion of it for plough- 
ing, and heneo it is moro adapted for 
pastoral purposes, A. mixed systom of 
agricultural and pastoral settloment, the 
latter predominuting, would bo tho most 
suitable in this part of the block, The 
land is well wateted by numerous streams 
branching from the Kopuaranga River, 
The remainder of the block, though some- 
what moro broken, is also sultable for 


e@ pastoral purposes, It, will bo undorstood 


from the foregoing observations that tho 
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renter portion of this block is admirably 
fitted for special settlements, and thet muel 
of the land is of fino quality, It should 
also be borne iu mind that, as the land. 
abutting on its southern boundary ia already 
sottled upon, the Jocation of additional 
population on tho best portion of the block 
would ultimately securo the settlement of 
the country in an unbroken line from Master- 
ton to the Seventy-Mile Bush. ‘the con- 
templated railway lino runs from Masterton 
to the Seventy-Mile Bush, in an almost duo 
northerly direction, through tho contro of 
the block, over a country which presents 
no ongincoring difficulties whatever, Tho 
construction of this railway would prove of 
inestimable advantage to the proposed 
settlements in this block, as not only open- 
ing up © largo area of valuable land, but 
also ag affording the means of cheap and 
expeditious transit to the Wellington market 
for the large mnount of stock, produce, and 
timber which will ultimately be obtained 
from the district in question. 

To tho north of this block there is another 
yalley, averaging about cight miles in 
Breadth, which oxtends to the Tawko Bay 
poundary of the Province, and consists of 
fine open tawa bush, tho land being in 
some parts slightly undulating, but nowhere 
do the hills oxcced 50 ft. in altitude, Tho 
soil is of oxcellent quality, and abundantly 
watered by numoroua streams, ‘Tho whole 
of this open bush Jand is admirably 
adapted for tho purposo of small-farm 
acttloments, 

From tho sumnit of Mount Bruco a fine 
view can he obtained of tho level, wooded, 
and undulating country which oxtonds 
from tho saddlo to the Manawatu Gorge, 
and from tho Tararua rango far on towards 
the Moat Coast, ‘hat oxtonsive forest lund 
must embrace an ven of a6 least 600 squad 
niles, which, nuw that it has beon opened 
up by the main rond line, will begin “to bo 
occupied, and in course of timo will sup- 
port a largo population of industrious 
aottlors, 

Tho road lino from Masterton through 
the Seventy-Milo Bush hs beon already 
opened up. Beyond the snddle, a point 
gighteon miles from Masterton, there is a 
Jnrgo oxtont of level Jand of auporior quality, 
extending to te gorge, ‘Tho ercam of this 
country has been until lately in the hands 
of tho Natives, the Government havin; 
only recently purchased it, ‘ho 2100 
crosses the porge near the junction of tho 
Tiraumoa and Manrwatu_Rivors. Very 
little is known about the Tiraumen valley ; 
but, judging from information gathered 
from Natives, it is evident that theré is a 
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considerable extent of level country which 
is totally upknown to Europeans, and even 
to many of the Mnories themselves, The 
yond through the bush opens up about 
100,000 acres of good country. In the 
contre of the bush tho road skirts two 
olearings, viz, Te Hawora and Uutackara, 
To Hawera contains about 200 acres of flat 
grassy Jand, and Tutaekma about 400 
eres, 

Having thus renched the Manawatu 
Gorge from the eastorn side, as has alrondy 
heon dono from tho western, tho general 
description of the Wellington Province is 
now comploto, 


Gewmnan Quanity or Lann, aAnp Oonni- 
mons oF Satu or Punuio Laps, 


In ordor to desoribe tho gonoral quulity 
of the unsold Crown lands in tho Province, 
it will be necessary to take the different 
districts separately, 

In the district on tho left bank of the 
Wanganui River, the charactor of the 
country is that of n succession of table flats, 
soparated from ono another by gullies with 
streams flowing through them, The flats 
and their northorn slopes are mostly covered 
with fern or gserub, while the southon 
slopes avo generally wooded, ‘Tho soil is, 
for tho most part, of good quality, though 
in somo places the flats aro replaced by 
narrow clay ridges with precipitate sides, 

Tho Parac-Karetu block, sittiated between 
the ‘Lurakina and Rangitikei Rives, con- 
tains some vory good fern land along the 
valley of tho Turikina, and extending somo 
distance back from it ovor tho low hills, 
Thoro is also some fine undulating forn and. 
grass Iand towards the north-east corner of 
the blook, and somo rich, dint, honvily- 
timborod Innd in the valley of the Porowa. 
The romainder of this bloole is nearly all 
timbored, more or less heavily. ‘The block 
contains 46,000 acres, and the soil varies, 
but its gonoral chniactoy is good, and muoh 
of the land is woll suited for agricultural 
sobtloment, 

I tho Manawatu distriot there is still a 
good deal of bush and some open land for 
sale. In tho caso of the former, the soil is 
of the richest quality, and in thet of tho 
latter, tho higher parts of the Jand aro well 
adaptod fox lnying-down in grass, while the 
Jow-lying portions will, after drainage, which 
is ensily practicable, become vatunble agri~ 
cultural farms, . 

The largo tract of country extending 
along the west coast, in a southerly direc- 
tion from the River Manawatu to the 
Waikanae, and reaching back to the sum- 
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mit of the Tararua ranges, the purchase of 
which the Government is at present nego- 
tinting, may be gaid to include almost 
evory variety of Innd, This tract has a 
coast lino of fifteen miles, with a depth 
inland of from two to twelve miles, ‘Tho 
loud near the coast is Tight and sandy, but 
farther back it gradually changes into a 
helt of fine, rich, level land, much of which 
is wooded, the timber being of valuable 
quality. Towards the zangey the country 
becomes more hilly, but nearly all of it 1s 
suitable for grazing, 

A large oxtent of land situated in the 
Seventy-Mile Bush, between Masterton 
and the Taarua range, will probably in a 
short time be open for sale. Tho timber 
and soil are both of good quality, and the 
Jand fs neavly afl level, Three other blocks 
of Jand lying te the east of Masterton ars 
of good quality, consisting partly of bush 
and portly of undulating open Iand. Thero 
is also a considerable extent of land, suit- 
able for pastoral purposes, still available 
for sale, situated on the Hast Coast, towards 
the boundary of the Province, 

The conditions of sale of public lands 
my he briefly stated, 

‘he price of unproclaimed land generally 
in the Province is 10s, an nore, the whole 
of the purchase-money having to be paid 
ab the time of making the application ; but 
land which, from, its broken character or 
for other reasons, is not, deemed fit for 
agrioultural purposes, may bo classed by 
the Waste Lands Board as pastoral Innd, 
and may bo purchased as such, in blocks of 
nol Jess than 640 acres, ab 7s, Gd. an acre, 

A. considerable aren of land in tho 
Manawatu district has been set apart for 
solo on deferred payments, The price 
varies from £1 to £2 on acre, and is pay- 
able by ogual instalments extending over 
a period of five years, tho purohaser being 
required, within period of two years, to 
erect a house on his selection, of not Less 
than £10 in value, and to fence, or clear, 
or crop, or ley, down in grass, one-tenth 
pat of the land. ‘This scheme of selling 
and on deforred payments has been very 
succeasful, most of the sections having been 
taken up. 

Other, blocks of land, as they are sur- 
veyed and pegged out into sections, ere 
from time to time put up for gale by public 
auotion, the upset price being usually £1 
an aero for country lends, and propor- 
tlonately higher prices for town allotments, 
‘The purchaser ab auction bas to make an 
immediate payment of one-tenth of tho 
purohage-nionsy, ind the balance a the 
end of a month, Any sections offered at 
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auction, but not sold, can be taken .up 
aftorwards at the upxot price for cash, 


Waar tue Uxsoww Laxps ann 
: AVAILABLE FOR, 


Most of the unsold agricultural Jnnds in 
the Wellington Province are well adapted 
for occupation by small farm rottlers, In 
the case of the bush lands, the sottler can 
frequonily ada to his income by the sale of 
the timber for fencing and firewood, be- 
sides which, such Innd, when cleaved and 
broken up, alivays produces a heayy erop, 
A.considerable portion of the bush, which 
is being xapidly made accessible by roads, 
would pay well to saw ; and as there is a 
large and growing demand for timber, the 
establishment of many additional saw-mills, 
which would afford omploymenh to a con- 
siderable number of labourers, may be 
shortly anticipated. 

Much of the open land produces large 
quantities of Native flax, and mills exist 
in several parts of the Province for the 
preparation of the fibre. Wath the ex- 
ception of the purely pastoral country, 
nearly all the land in the Province is fitted 
for agricultural purposes, the bush land 
being the richest, Tho districts on the 
‘West coast, and in the vicinity of Master- 
ton in the Wairarapa, are suitable for 
growing ‘whecb, barley, and other cerenls, 
as much as 60 bushels of wheat and 100 
bushels of oats having been produced to 
the acre in the vicmity of Wanganui, 
Potatoes, turnips, beetroot, mangold wurvel, 
and evory other dosoription of Bnglish 
vegetuble production can be raised in 
abundance, In many paris of the Pro- 
vince, the soil is woll adapted for hop 

owing, All kinds of English fruits grow 
uxuriantly, as well as some of those which 
require a milder climate. Tho cultivation 
of the vine is being carried on to a emall 
extent in the vicinity of Wanganui, and 
excollent wino has for some years past been 
mado at the Roman Catholio mission station, 
sixty miles up the river, Figs and loquats 
also grow abundantly in the aame locality, 


Impnoven ann Unieroven Lanps iv 
Privata Hanxné, open ror Sans, 


Asa rule there is but Little Iand, either 
improved or unimproved, in this Provineo 
open for snle to persons of small, capital, 
When small holdings are parted with, they 
are generally purchased at a considerable 
advance on the original cost; and in newly 
ail cages the price of land in private hands, 
sither improved or unimproved, is con- 
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siderably highor than tho prico paid to tho 
Crown qh tho first instance, Froen £3 to 
£5 an acre is sometimes given for country 
lands fenced but not otherwise improved, 
Tn othor cases, from £5 lo £8 wn acre has 
been obtainet. Poisons of small capital 
coming out to the Colony would not, thore~ 
fore, find it prudent to pay auch prices for 
land in this Provinco, and tho plan of 
purehnsing surveyod Grown lands at £1 an 
aoxe ig much moro advisable, 


Iuvnoven Fanaa, 


Spealcing genorally, thre aro nob many 
“improved” farms in this Province to bo 
rented, In some of its scttlomonts of olor 
date, such as Wanganui mid the districts 
adjoining it, improved farms occasionally 
conte into the market, and can bo bought 
or leased with a right of purchase ; but as 
a rule such propertics ave not available for 
immigrants of moderato means, inasmuch 
ag the value sot upon them is nocessarily 
high. As haa been rag suid, now 
arrivals intending to buy land find it 
usually best to purchase from the Govern- 
mént ; afid it may bo added that those who 
havo the ontorprise to commenco their 
career in. the most outlying districts, flnd 
stich # course to bo far tho most advan. 
tageous in the end, aa they pay only a very 
low price fox thoir land at tho first, and it 
rapidly fuereases in value, not only bacauso 
of the improvements mado upon it, but 
owing to the progress of tho settlement 
itgelf in population and production. 

Tk should, however, he understood that 
immigrants possossed of capital can oithor 
Jenga ox buy proved farms or alatian pro- 
portics, at atoh prices nv would onable thom, 

ry {udisious management, to secure tN OX. 
eollent return for tho money invested. ‘tho 
amount of capital required in auch. cases is 
considerable, and the immigrant with from 
£800 to 1,000 would find it his best 
course to bein at tho boginning — buy 
Orown, laid and make an “ improved farm” 
for himself, Thore is no hardship involved 
in xottling upon land in tho outlying dis- 
inlets of the Wellington Province. Already 
avory necessary and many of the luxuries 
of life have been brought within the reach 
of the settler in any part of ft, Th fact, tho 
pa is ae aa nh ‘ Alec coun- 
try, roads ond bridges throughout its 
wBigeh hd breadth, 


Cutt Anrionzs of Propuorion, AND 

' , ‘Timm Guyzrdy, Vatu, 

: Shin i a lish of ihe chief articles of 
geoifaotion in this Province, with Me ae 
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Tington prices for export annoxed, Ib is to 
bo noted that in tho caso of wool, flax, and 


a varioty of other articles, their valuo varies 
much, according to tho extont of the de- 
anand in tho English markot, 


Wodlesssesssrseee 
Blox (Phormion 


8d, to 28 por Ib, 


£18 to 622 por ton, 
£35 to £38 4, 

Gd, to 23. 6d. cach. 
15s, to 18s, ” 

Gd, to 1s, per, Ih, 

12s, to 228, pox 100 ft, 
rs 2038, t0 30g, 
Picsorved moms 








(in ting)... 4d. per Ib. 
at enttle, 20s, to 23s, por ows, 
Sheop . 8s, to 168, exch, 
Torses . £5 10 £50 


X 
Store entéle,,.... 409, to GOs, 
Efams and bacon 7d. to 91. pox Ib, 
Colonial alo,..... £5 to £7 por hhd, 
Potatoes 0... £4 to £6 por ton, 
Coreuls:—A. limited quantity of wheat 
and Donley is grown, bub nob by my 
mets suliciont for local consumption, 





Naw Innvsrries, 


In addition to tho indnstrfos already 
existing in the Province, there aro several 
others which could with advantage bo at 
oneco established, because there ia abun 
danco of the raw muterinl on the spot, und 
tho greatest facilitics for its mauntueture, 
Such, for oxample, would be tho cstablish« 
mont of inills for the manufrature of cloth, 
Dlauketa, and woollen dubrics gonerally, In 
tho wool-geawing districts of tha Weal 
Const, in tho vicinity of Wanganui, there 


ava several pines where the extablighment * 


of such mills would meeb a recognized 
want, and ab tho sama time prove a proflt- 
ablo enterprise. Wour-mills also ofthor ara 
ov will hoxtly be wanted in several locali- 
tics, In many distriota admimbly adopted 
for whout growing, tho settlers still import 
their flour at » heavy extra cost for Ind 
carriages bub os _agricullare is moxe pur- 
aned, wheat will be grown, and flow-mills 
become necessary. 

‘Tho flax industry, though alrendy esta- 
Dished, is capable of laygo extonzion, and 
there is no reason to doubt that when the 
present low price obtained for the material 
in Great Britain has vison, many new mills, 
with the latest improvements in machinory, 
will ho established and carry on 1 profitable 
trade, In many eases 9 rope mamufnetory 
might be added to the fax-mill with advan- 
tago and profit. This latter industry oxiuts 
too vory alight oxtent, but there aro many 
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openings for carrying it on in an oxtensivo 
way, with the certainty of reaping a large 
return, The manufacture o woolpactes, 
sacking, and wrapping paper could be 
established with advantage in this Pro- 
vince, 

The port of Wellington is well adapted 
as a site for ship-building operations, and 
the same may be anid of Wanggnui. This 
industty was formerly pursued on a small 
scale in Wellington, but of lato it has fallen 
into neglect, At Wanganui tho industry 
is about to be established. 

‘Tho manufacture of preserved meats has 
beon commenced with success, bué this 
industry will in time admit of large expan- 
sion. As the Wellington Province is capa~ 
blo of producing enormous quantities of 
fruit, the manufacture of jellies, jams, and 
preserves would undoubtedly prove a re- 
munerative industry. Large cheese fac- 
tories, on the American co-operative system, 
might be profitably established in tho coun- 
try districts, the great richness of the 
pusttires inauring an ample supply of tho 

nest milk, The establishment of many 
other industries would prove remunerative. 
For instance, the cultivation of beetroot for 
the manufacture of sugar or apivits there- 
from, would, ‘in the opinion of competent 


judges, be a very profitable industry. A 
Joint Committoo of both Houses of Parlia~ 


ment reported favourably, in 1871, on a 
proposal that the Governmont should aid a 

ompany in acquiring o block of land in 
the Colony for the purpose of growing beot 
and manufacturing sugar, and should givo 
a bonus for the production of the first 260 
tons of sugar, [6 was then suggested that 
a block of 8,000 acres would bo required, 
and thot about 200 skilled Inbouroys from 
Germany, with their families, should be 
introduced to camry on the cultivation and 
manufeeture, 

At Island Bay, three miles from tho city 
of Wollington, there is a splendid opening 
for a fishery and fish-curing establishment, 
‘This was tried on a small scale some time 
ago, but waa partially abandoned for want 
of capital on the part of the projector. Tho 
fish resuzable along the const aud in the 
Straits aro warchou, molki, buttor-fish—all 
which ara good for ouring—also hapuku, 
ling, and rock cod. The numbor of fish to 
be canght is practically unlimited, and tho 
curing prooess can be cheaply accomplished, 
The local demand for the cured fish has 
always much exceeded the supply—when 
such supply existed ; and were the enter 
prise to be established on a Jargo scale, any 
mount of the cured article could be dis- 

. posed of olsewhere, 
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Proportionately to its aren, there is no 
other Province in Now Zealand which pos- 
sesses go large an acreags of valuable timber 
as Wellington, or which affords equal facili- 
ties for obtaining it, In the eastern division 
of the Province, thers is a block of land 
now opened up containing 14,000 acras of 
good sawing bush, chisfly red pine, ‘hia 
bush is accessible by road from Masterton, 
Stretching north from this block, there ara 
30,000 acres of similay bush; while the 
extensive forest, plain, or undulating coun- 
try which extends to the Manawatu Gorge, 
and from the Tararua range towards the 
Teast Coast, must contain nearly six hundred 
square miles of valuable country, covered 
with sawing timber, This bushis accessible 
on the western side of the Province from 
Palmerston and the Gorge. As has already 
been stated in the general description of 
the Province, Palmerston, the contre of tha 
bush country in that qquaxten, is conneoted 
with Foxton, the shipp ing port, by a tram- 
way which conveys the timber to the vessols 
for shipment, A good. road also opons the 
bush country to the Gorge and thenco 
through to forton. Practically, thon, 
this bush country, with its almost inex- 
haustible supply of timber, has been mado 
accessible, but tho construction of tho rail. 
way will open it up more completely, ‘The 
export of sawn timber from tho Wairarapa 
and the Upper Manawatu to the city of 
‘Wollington aud other places, will in tho 
futwre be large. ‘Che timber consists chiefly 
of totara, matai, rimu, kwhikalen, and rata, 
The saw-mills throughout the districts mon- 
tioned produce largely, but the domand for 
timber is so great that many timos tho 
present number could be ostablishod with 
advantage. ‘ 

Timber exists in greater or less quantity 
in various parts of the bacle country on the 
‘Weat Coast; whilo the open atrotch of land 
along the const between Wanganui ani 
Patea has a background of forest which will 
be opened “up as roads are made into tho 
interior, Scarcely anflicient is known of 
this country ta judge of tho commeraial 
value of its timber; but tho bush further 
north to the rear of Mount Egmont, which 
is now being opened up by the formation 
of the mountain road to New Plymouth, 
contains much good sawing timber. 

The districts previously dosoribed_ will 
however, afford an abundant suppl of 
timber, both for building purposos and for 
public works, for many years to como, 
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i nishing & Iavgo quantity for 
Lime te Middlo Island, in tho shapo 
of xahway sloopers, piles, mud telegraph 
polos. 

Mivarats. 


No mineral discoverics of importunco 
have been made in the Wollington Pro- 
‘vino; but it is nob thoreforo to bo con- 
cluded thit the Provinces is deficient in 
auch méang of wealth, as those pavta of it 
where ib ig most reasonable to oxpoct thal 
metals and minerals of oconomie valuo will 
he found, aro tho least known. Cou is 
known to oxist in tho Upper Wanganui ; 
and gold has peon found thera, bué whether 
it exists in,payable quantities yet remains 
to be asceitained, as tho ‘Luhua country, 
whore thoro is tho greatest probubility of 
& goldeflald hoiug discovered, is in the 
hands of the Natives, who have hitherto 
declined: to allow tho country to ho pros- 

ected, In the south-eastern parts of the 

rovince—notrbly within & fow miles of 
tha sity of Wellington, at Torawiti—tho 
cbuitry hha boon prospectod ab difforont 
times, aud small quantitios of tho precious 
“motdl discovered, but no payablo field, 

Thero are oxtonsive limestone olifty in 
tho ngighbouyhood of tho Mannwatt Gogo, 
+ “ Mints anv Tcrorins, 

“Although manufacturing industries in 

tha Provinces of Wellington are ax yo in 
thois infancy, yob within tho last fow years 
considexable Drogress has boon made in 
that divestion, In the city of Wellington, 
one largo iton foundry employs from 35 to 
40 haudé on tho average, nud other smullor 
astablishinents of the snmo kind oxist. In 
the town of Wanganui thero i also a foun- 
ary. * Saw-mills aro becoming numorous in 
the Province, and alrendy turn out 9 large 
dhantity of aawn timber. Theso milla axe 
at work in tho Uppor ILutt, tho Wairaray 
the Cree Manawatu district, tho Middle 
ngitikel digtriot, and in one or two placos 
fovth; of Wanganui, Ag tho demand for 
siwa timber is great, and tho supply of 
bush country unlimited, thore are good 
épeninga for the esteblishment of naw gaw- 
» mills, “Most of these milla aro ‘vorked by 
* steath powor. Thers are two steam saw- 
mills in the oity of Wellington, where, the 
thanufrotuxe of doors, sashes, &o,, is carried, 
4, Of uyon on oxtonsive scale, In tho same 
Place"there is n steam flour-mill, There 
+ ate two floubmills in the town of Wan- 
tui, three af Lay cant atid fout in thé 

Fairaraph ; gome driven hy steam, and 
, dome by water power, On the ‘Weat Uons 
gr there aro ghout ton Pocomills, which, wh 


tnted-by. the Whiter in et 
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in apeestie, employ a considerable numbor 
of hands, principally boys, who reesive 
wages ranging from 10a, to £1 per week, 
with foad. At present, howevor, most of 
these mills aro idle, owing to the low prica 
of flax, Shore ave several yopo-wnlles, the 
ono ab Ototoho, uear Wailotma, boing the 
largest. In the oity of Wellington and ils 
Hmmedinto vioinity thoro wre five felon. 
gories and two Lunnories, ono of the Latter 
omploying sixteen or vighloon hinda, ‘here 
ave likewise aoveral fellmongorios ab Wan- 
genui. Lont-building on a smell aealo ig 
emia on ab Wollington and ‘Wanganui, 
Soap-muling is also pursued in Wellington 
and Wanganui; and in the formor place 
hone-dust is manufuaturerl by machinery, 
‘tho brewing induatry is Iargely carried on 
in the Wellington Provinco, 


Nr Kurds ox Lanour mm Dysranp, 


In tho souney districts of the Province, 
farm and station Jabonrors, shophords, stock. 
mon, ploughmon, fencers, sheop-shemors, 
carpenters, blacksmiths, snwyers, and mar 
ried couples used to farm and dairy work, 
obtain employment immediately, and aro 
largely ingnixed for. In the Uppor Mane- 
watu district, good bushmen, axemon, and 
gawyers aro oppecially wanted, In aft? 
towns, from the large extension of building 
peas ourpentors, brickleyors, pane, 
plumbers, &o., are in domand A wht o, owing 
10 tho largo oxtont of public work: boing 
carried on in the Sap of roads, railways, 
and bridges, thoro is amplo omployment 
for unskilled Iubour, Good shoemaker and 
tailors do woll in tho towns, A limiled 
numbor of pattorn-malors, boiler-makers, 
moulders, and mochanical engincors aro also 
aquired. Blacksmiths wha can ghoe do 
woll in any part of tho Province, Female 
domostic servants aro wanted iall parts 
of tho Piovinco ; and thoso possessed of 
provions oxperiones are certain to gbtain 
permanent situations at high wages, 

It may be said, ag the reault of inquiries 
made on the spot, that the demand for 
labour is averywhero very gront, and that 
the supply as yot has been entirely insuffi 
dient. Any mon acquainted with o trade 
which is pursued hore to any extent, can at 
once find remunerative employment. The 
essential thing is, that the new comers 
should be able to do sotne * ne oF more 
thinga woll, tho doing of which i#lvequired 
in the Provinoe, “Say 28 bys 

! Rages or Wadsii “og 

Ag the result,,of careful inguitis ia 

pets the 
Ban lip * 
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equality in the rates of wages provails 
throughout the country district, As a 
rule, akilled mechanies get higher wages in 
the chief town, but this is more than coun- 
terbalanced hy the advantages postessed 
by tho mechanic settled in the country 
for investing his savings profitably, and 
quickly getting into. business on his own 
accountt The following ipay be taken as 
the ourrent rates i— 


Married couples, £50 to £70 per annum, 
and found, . 

Farm labourers, £40 to £60 por annum, 
and found, 

. Carpenters; 12s, per day. 
Blacksmiths, 10s, to 12s, per 
Bricklayers, 10s. a day.: 
Painters, 11s, u day. * 
Sawyers, 8, Gd. to lis. Gd, per 100 ft. 

(making an average wage of fiom £3 to £4 
a week), ‘s . 

Fencers eain from £2, 103, to £3, 10s, 
per week, working by the piece, 

Sheep shoarerg, 20s. per 100, 

Road labourers, 63, to 83, a day, 

Good ploughmen, 26. a week. 

Shoennkers, 103, a day, 

Tailors, £3 to £3, 103, a week, 

Journeymen bakers, £2, 10s, to £3 per 
week. 

fanyers, 11g, a day, y 

Saddlers, 10s, a day. 

Pattern - makerg, boiler - makers, and 
mouldera, 103, to 14s, a day. 

Millwuights, 125, 0 day, 

Labourera in stores, £2 to £2, 10%. a 
weok, 

Femalo domestic servants, Os. to 158, per 
week, and found. 

Darmaids, £62 to £76 per annum, and 
found. 

Firat-dlass hétel cooks, £2 n week, ond 
found, 

In thé” Upper Manpyatu district, the 
average enrnmgs of the sawyers working in 
the bush are £4 2 week; and such of the 
Danes and Scandinavians (who, in their 
own country, would earn probably only a 
few shillings a week) as dre skilled in the 
use of the axe, make £4 a weelk as squarors 
of timber. At Rangitikei, there is a great 
‘want of married couples for farms and sta- 
tions, and they can conimand from £70 to 
£100 a yenr, and found, 

In tho Wairarapa district, the demand 
for all kinds of country Inbour is as great 
a4 on the West Coast, 


day, 


Tun Foop or Wonxixe Men, 


209 


Provineo, If a marriod couple is engaged 
ono farm or station, they shava in the 
comfort and abundance of the house, with- 
out restriction. If an unmarried fm 
Inbourer is working for a small farmer, ho 
usually sits at the same tablo with his 
master pnd misticss ; if employed on a 
fargo faim, or on a station, he lives with 
the other.men, who all take their meals in 
the kitchen of their employer's hose, ov in 
ngoparate building, ‘These meals ma abun- 
dant in quantity, and provided ontirely 
without reference to rations, Boof, mutton, 
and pork, whenten bread, potators, vogo. 
tables, milk, tea, butter, and cheeso are the 
usual staples of a, worlang man’s meal in 
the Welkington Province, Compared with 
the poor and stinted diet 10 which ha hus 
been accustomed at home, the agricultural 
labouror will find himgelf in a yorliablo 
land of Goshen. : : 


Provinoman Posto Works iv Proaknss, 
OR LIKELY TO BE ComannceD purine 
THE NOXT TWO OR THREL YEATS. 

: 


In addition to tho General Government 
publio works connected with ratlways, ronda, 


and bridges, which are either alreydy going . 


on o¢ are contemplated in this Province, 
and the ourrent Provinclal works now in 
Purse of execution, there will bo uumeroug 
extensive and intportant public works exe- 
euted by the Provincial authorities within 
the next two or thiroo years. This proposed 
to expend on roads for tho opening up of 
Orown Innds at present unocatpied, no less 
asum than £90,000, as soon as the neoes- 
snxy Inbour, oan ho obtgined,,hesides which 
a farther sim of £80,000 will be expended 
on bridges on tho engt and ‘wosb consth of 
tho Province, A systom of vonds fg in 
course of being constrnoted, td lead to and 
open up the valuable Inud recently acquired 
in the Parae-Kavetu block, situated inland 
of tho Turakina River, An ontirely now 
ifland. line of road, fifty miles long, from 
Paikokariki to Manawatu, will also be con- 
structed, ab a coat of £25,000 ; in addition 
to which, when tho necessary surveys have 
been complated, a now lina of iond will ke 
made to tho West Const, along a route 
avoiding tho Paikakariki hill, Bridges avo 
to be constructed across tho Gangitikel 
Manawatu, Ohau, Waikawa, Otaki, and 
Wailanae Rivers, on tho same const. 

In the Wairarapa, and on the East Const, 
roads opening up communication with Castle 
Poiut, and giving access 10 Iprgo blocks of 


Tn soarcely any inatance is tho system of land in tho eastern division of the Province, 
allowing rations pursued in tho Wellington aro to be famed ; also @ road fiom 'Linut 


° 
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to Alfredton qnd_the Forty-Milo Bush ; 
and another fiom Masterton to Alfiedton, 
through Wangachu, Some futher work in 
completion of the lower valley rord is also 
to be done, Bridges will he erected over 
the Ruamabunga, Tauow, Kaumingi, Ab- 
bott's Creek, and tho Warchine Rivas. 

It is possible that thoio will bo a con- 
siderable oxponditmo in widening and 
dcopaning the Wanganui River, and in 

ioviding wharfage accommodation there ; 
Both of which works will inyolvo tho 
employment of a considerablo amount of 
Inbour, 

These important public works bynomeans 
include all the somecs of employment to 
immiguants which ths Piovineo will for 
sovoral yoms afford, The railway to be 
constiucted hy the Goneral Government 
from Wellington to tho Wairaiapa, and 
thence by the Manawatu Gorge to the West 
Const and Wanganui—portions of which 
aro already m hand—will involve the em- 
ployment of a Iargo amount of Inbour ; 
whilo 1 must inevitably follow that the 
opening up of new countiy by milking 
main roads will necessitate the construction 
of numerous district roads and bidges by 
tho local Highway Boards, 5 

Bosides this, the Municipal Corporation 
of Wollington contemplato reclaiming a 
Inrgo aren of Jand from the To Aro end of 
the harbour, whilo another extensive worlc 
of reclamfation at tho ‘horndon end, on part 
of whioh it is proposed to axect now Govorn- 
mont offices, is already in progress, 

Altogether, the Wellington Province can 
offer abundant employment to thosa who 
ray make it their future home, 


* ApVanraGus oprenen by THH Provinon 
ro Lanovrens, Muomantos, AND 
Sataty, Faraens, 


Tho working man of whatever lass, 
whetlier ho bo road Inbouror, farm sorvant, 
of skillod artizan, who cmigrates from Great 
Britain to tho Wollington Province, docs 
9 with tho certain prospect of rising soma 
stops in tho socinl ladder within » com- 
paratively bilef period, if ho chooses to 
exorciao ordinary industry and frugality, 
Tho faim or station hand, with his high 
‘wages and food provided besides, can easily 
save enough in two or three years to enable 
him to purchase antall quantity of land and 
sottle upon it, Tho Progiess made by such 
& man is gradual but sure. He fonces his 
Jand, and if it be open country, can at once 
burn off the fern and sow it in grass, Then 

| # few sheep or stock are placed on it, a 
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rough house is built, and in the course of 
a year or two this hard-working sottler finds 
Inmeelf in possossion of a comfortable farm. 
Tho system of, selling small suryeyed soc- 
tions of agricultural land, varying from 40 
to 200 acres each, on deferred payments, 
which oxists in this Province, Molds out 
many advantages to sottlers of tho olnas 
just dosoribed, ag they can thus obtain five 
years’ credit and no interest is charged 

‘Tho small farmer coming ont to the Pro- 
vince and starting from a higher level than 
tho Jabomer, through boing possessed of a 
little capital, may look forward to becoming 
the owner of many bioad sores, and under 
any circumstances will never need to diond 
“tho vont day.” 

The mechanic in this Paovince not only 
eans much higher wages than in Gheat 
Britain, but ho also finds abundant oppo- 
tunities for employing Ins savings with ad- 
vantage ; and with his enorgies wnfettored, 
tho clever artizan is almost corlain to carve 
out his way to the position of a master 
woman and employer of Inbour As 
tho Province prog: esses, many opportunities 
aio afforded for tho establishment of now 
industries, and in tho majority of cakes itis 
found that tho men who avail themsolyes 
of such opportunities aro practical artizanys 
who having, by dint of cvonomy, saved 
money, aro thus enabled to embark upon 
enterprises which result in the acquisition 
of a compotence for themselves and thor 
funilies, , 

To reap these honoflts in full the nowly- 
mnived immigrant should bo prepared to 
leave the town and geek his fortune in. the 
nowor sottlemonts which exist throughout 
tho Province. It is truo that corlain classes 
of mechanics could only find profitable 
employment at thoir own trades in tho 
towns, and in such caves it would of apursa 
bo advisablo that thoy should remain there. 
But in tho cngo of tha greal badly of immi- 

rants, farm labourers, station hands, road 
nbourors, capenters, bricllayors, black. 
amiths, &e,, it will be found that they will 
do bettor by sottling oither in the country 
or in some of the numorous little villngos 
scattered over it, than by remaining in or 
near the town, ° Ilighor wages for skilled 
artizans and mechanics may somolims be 
obtained in the town, bué the country offers 
other and greater advantages, In tho first 

aca, gronter oconomy can be practisod 
in the country, The cost of the chiof 
nocessaries of lifo, such ng beef, mutton, 
potatoes, vegetables, &o, is loss than in the 
towns ; while to the married man with a 
family, the opportunities afforded of keep- 
ing -cowa, &o, 5 and growing vegotables 
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wonderfully reduce the domestic expendi- 
ture, This Leing the case, the country 
labourer ot mechanic soon saves money ; 
bit by bit he acquires property, which 
quickly increases in value with the progress 
of the settlement ; until in a few years the 
country village has developed into a bus- 
tling, prosperous little town, and he finds 
himself a comparatively rich man, with 
numerous comforts around him, partly 
owing to his own exertions and partly 
owing to that general advance which has 
been made by the district in which he has 
cast his lot, Many of the now wealthy 
settlers in this Province haye thus risen 
from small beginnings. 

In England, the labourer or operative 
who puts his small savings into a banlk, can 
only at best look forward to the dreary 
prospect of acoumulating a shilling or two 
a week, and in the end of having a few 
pounds to his credit, He is thus almost 
without hope, and in many cases ceases to 
persevere in an effort which only leads to 
such meagre results, In New Zealand, and 
notably in the Wellington Province, the 
case is outirely different. ‘Che sentiment of 
hope is stimulated to an extraordinary de- 
gree. Every pound saved represents tho 
means of ma ing ome Small investment, 
which ore long will become reproductive, so 
that the sober and industrious man gets on, 
not merely because he puts by a portion of 
his earnings, but because the small invest- 
ments he is thus enabled to make, rapidly 
increase in value, and lay the foundation of 
his ultimate prosperity. > 


Priozs or Fara Sroor, 


At Wanganui, which is the centre and 
shipping port of a large grazing and sheep- 
producing country, and from which port 
shipments of onttle are made to Auckland 
and the Middle Island, the prices of shee: 
and other stock vary according to deman 
and. season, always falling after shearing, 
Fat _wothers, weighing 60 Ib, avorago from 
9s, to 16s., reaching their highest value in 
October. Cattle average from ibs. to 
18s, 6d, per owt., say from £5 to £6. 10s. a 
head, fetching the beat prices in Auguat and 
September, 

At Marton, in the Upper Rangitikei, 
horses four years old wore lately selling ab 
£30 apiece; heavy draught horaes, broken 
to harness, £50; milch cows, £5 to £12; 
atoors, two yenrs old, 63 to £4 ; bullocks, 
four years old, £6 to £6; draught oxen, 
£10 to £15; sheep, 8s, to 15s, according 
to quality. 

Marton is the largest inland. centre of 
populotion for the Rangitikei district, and 


ali 


inasmuch as poriodical auotion salos ave 
held thera, the prices thua obtained may bo 
said to rule all over the adjoining districts. 
The price of farm stock varies slightly in | 
different paris of the Wairarapa. At Grey- 
town milch cows are quoted at £6 and 
upwards, while al Masterton they range 
from £6 to £12. Common hacks fetch an 
avorage price of £5 at Greytown. At the 
same place, atore cattle, two years olf, acll 
for £2. 10s, each; over that ago, £3, Tab 
sheep bring 83, to 16s., and ordinary, 63, to 
10s., at Masterton. 


Priops oy rum Onvinary Nzorssanins 
or Lire. 


In the country districts, the price of 
flour is 18s, to 19s, por 100 1b. ; potatoes, 
8s. to 6s, por cwt, ; tea, 88, to 38, 6d, per Lb. ; 
sugar, 6d. to 7d, per Ib; buttor, accordin, 
to season, varies from 6d, to ls. Beof, 
muttop, and potatoes are usually to be 
obtained at lower rates in tho country 
than in the town, 9 larger quantity being 
taken at one purchase; but, on tho othor 
hand; articles which require land or water 
cavriago, such as tea, sugar, flour, and 
general groceries, are usually about 10 por 
cent. higher in the country than in the 
town. the capital town of the Province, 
all articles of ordinary clothing average 
16 to 20 per cont. above English prices; 
in the country, tho increase is about 80 por 
cent, 

The following aro the retail prices in tho 
oity of Wellington :— 

cof +e from Id, todd, per Ld. 


. 


Mutton wey 8 todd, 
Pork «4 Gd, por lb, 
Veal tee d. 





oy 

Lamb. .;, a. 84, to 49, per quartor, 

Flow, 2d. por Ib, or 16s, por 100 tbs, 

Potatoes vary according to seuson, from 
4s, to 6s, per owt. 

Onions, scaroe, 2d. per Ib, or 10a, per 
owt, 

Cauliflowers, 28, to 4s, per doz, according 
to supply, and 4d. and Gd. ench retail, 

Cabbages, 2d. each, 

Butter, Gd. to 1s., according to seaxon., 

Tea, from 2s, to 8s. per Ib. 

Sugar, conrse 44d., fino 54d. to 6d. per lb. 

Coifee, 1s, 6d. to is. 8d, por lb, 

Rico, 3d. to 4d. per lb, 

Barley, td, per 1b, 

Cheese, from 8d, to 1s, per Ib, 

Bread, 3d, to 4d. per 2 Ib, loaf, 

Soap, 4d. to Gd. por Ib., according to 
quality. 

Onudles, 1s, per 1b, 

Imported jams, preserves, and oilmon’s 

0% 
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stores of every description, are about 30 per 
cent, above English retail rates. 

Ivonmongery, holloware, &c., are con- 
siderably higher than English prices, owing 
to the heavy cost of freight, &, 


EcciesiasticaAL Organization AND Pro- 
VISION FOR REvIGIoUS ORDINANCES. 


The Wellington Provines affordsabundant 
provision for religious ordinances; and the 
emigrant, to whatever denomination he may 
belong, need be under no apprehension 
that ho will be deprived of those facilities 
for religious instruction and worship to 
which he has been accustomed in the old 
country, Comfortable, and in many cases 
handsome, churches and chapels have heen 
erected in all the towns; while in outlying 
districts, where the population is toa sparse 
to support 9 clergyman, occnsional services 
aro held: in school-houses, by clergymen 
visiting the districts for the purpose, the 
same building being used by various deno- 
minations, So xapid, howevor, is the pro- 
gress of settlement, that such makeshift 
services only last for a your or two, by 
which time the numbers of at all events one 
of the religious denominations become 
sufficiently numerous to erech a church 
and enable a clergyman to settle in the 
locality. 

There are perhaps few towns in the 
United Kingdom of the size of Wellington 
which afford church sitting accommodation 
forso larga a proportion of the inhabitants, 
It contains fifteen churches and chapols, 
belonging to ten denominations, namely ;— 
The Episcopalians, Roman Oatholies, Wes- 
Jeyans, Primitive Methodists, Presbyterians, 
Qhurch of Scotland, Congregationalists, 
Baptists, Plymouth Brethren and Jews. 
Tho members of the Catholic Apostolic 
Church algo constitute a small congregation, 
bee meets ina ernie none ‘si 

@ principal place of worship belonging 
to the Tptoeo Jaliane is the Thoruson 
Osthedral, a bui ding capable of seating 600 
or 700 porsons, and baying a small peal of 
bells, a rare thing in a Now Zealand church, 
It is the diocesan church of the Bishop of 
Wellington, the Right Reverend Dr, Had- 
field, the incumbent of the parish (S& 
Pauls) being the Rey, Mz, Harvey, M.A. 
St, Poter's Church is situated at the 

opposite or ‘Le Aro end of the town, and 
contains sitting accommodation for about 

600 persons, The Venerable Archdeacon 

Stock, B.A,, is the officiating olexgyman. 

The Roman Catholic Cathedral (St. Mary’s) 
. is built on & commanding site at Thorndon, 

and is a handsome Gothic structue, with 
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sittings for ebout 600. It is the church of 
the Right Reverend Dr, Redwood, Roman 
Catholic Bishop, who is assisted in his 
ministrations by the Reverend Fathers 
Petit Jean and Cummins, A chuach, called 
St. Mary of the Angels, has been built at 
Te Aro, for the accommodation of the 
Roman Catholic inhabitants of that part of 
the city, its minister being the Reverend 
Father OReilly, There are eight Sisters 
of Mercy connected with St. Mury's Con- 
vent, Thorndon, ‘They conduct a first-class 
boarding school at the convent; and. the 
have charge of “The Providence,” » board- 
ing school for Maori children, as well as of 
& numorously-nttended day-school in the 
Te Aro district of the city.” 

The Wesleyans possess three churches, 
one at Thorndon and two at Te Aro, the 
handsomest and. most commodions being in 
Manners Street, the three furnishing sitting 
accommodation for 1,800 persons, The 
Primitive Methodists havo erected tivo 
churches, with sitting room for 600, The 
Presbyterians baye a church in Willis 
Street, under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
J. Paterson; and a congregation of tho 
Chureh of Scotland, under that of the 
Rav, J. Ogg, possess a building on Lamb- 
ton guy, near the centre of the town, 
The Congregationnlists, Baptists, Plymouth 
Brethren, and the Jews have each built 
themselves suitable places of worship. 

The town of Wanganui and the surround- 
ing country, especially that lying to the 
south, is unusually well supplied with the 
means of religious ordinances, There are 
in the town four churches, belonging to the 
Lipiscopalians, the Presbyterians, tho Me- 
thodists, and the Roman Cutholics, the 
largest being the Presbyterian, a fine 
Gothio building, seated for about 600, and 

resided over by the Reverend John 

Imelie, M.A, ‘he Episcopal Church, of 
which the Reverend ‘I, H. Tudor is tho 
clergyman, is seated for 800, A handsome 
chapel has recently been erected by the 
Methodists, capable of accommodating 300 
persons, The Roman Catholio Church is 
seated for 220. In the districts north of 
‘Wanganui, up to Patea, religious services 
are held at intervals by the town clergy- 
man; and the same may be said in the 
cass of the district extending ten miles 
south of Wanganui and the sdme distance 
up the river. In the principal part of 
the latter district—Matarawa—two small , 
churches have been erected, ono of which 
is occupied by the Presbyterians, the ; 
other by the Episcopalians and Methodists , 
unitedly, In ‘Turakina,afifteen miles south 
of Wanganui, there is another Proshyterian ; 
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Church, under the Reverend John Ross, 
and also a small Roman Catholic chapel, 
the latter being visited occasionally by the 
incumbent in town, At Marton, there 
are three churches, Episcopalian, Presby- 
terian, and Methodist, which enjoy the 
ministrationg of the Reverend Mr. Towgood, 
the Reverend Mx, Stewart, and theReveien 

Mr, Reeves, There is a Presbyterian church 
also in each of two districts adjoining 
Marton, known as Western and Upper 


Rangitikei. In Lowor Rangitikei, the only gi 


clergyman as yet in the field is the Reverend 
James Doull (Presbyterian), who has a neat 
little church in one part of the district, but 
conducts services in the public hall in the 
town, In the rising townships of Manawatu, 
small churches have been built, At Grey- 
town, in the Wairarapa, there are three 
places of worship, belonging respectively 
to the Episcopalians, Wesleyans,and Roman 
Catholics ; and at Masterton thore are Epis- 
copalian and Presbyterian churches. ‘Ihe 
population gt the Hutt possesses eleven 
churches and chapels, three belonging to 
the Bpiscopalians, an equal number to the 
Wesloyans, two to the Roman Catholics, 
tivo to the Primitive Methodists, and one 
to the Presbyterians. The country districts 
nearer Wellington , Karori, Makara, Johnson- 
ville, and Porirua, aro all well supplied in 
this way, 


Tne Epvoationan Sysren, 


The educational system in operation in 
this Provines may be very briefly oxplained, 
Under an Act of the Provincial Council, 
passed in 1871, the Provinco was divided 
into ten districts, and » central Education 
Board formed, composed of ten mombera, 
being one representative from each district, 
The office of the Central Board is in Wel- 
lington, the secretary to the Board (who is 
also a member of it) being entrusted with 
the general administration of the business 
connected with the working of the system, 
In addition to the secretary, there is an 
Inspector of Schools, who makes periodical 
examinations of the schools throughout the 
Province, : 

The schools are open free to all children 
between the ages of five and fifteen years, no 
feos beiig charged. There is, however, a 
capitation tax of five shillings, per head 
(payable by the parents) on all children 
‘between the ages stated who attend the 
Govornment schools, or who, while not so 
attending, a1e not being oducated clse- 
whore, Children being educated at private 
schools are exempted from the operation of 
this capitation tax. Such tax is in no case 
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to oxeeed £1 for any numbor of children in 
one family, F 

The expenses of the educational systom 
are chiefly maintained by means of a pro- 
peity tax of ons halfponny in the pound on 
the actual yalue of all propaty. Largo 
eduontional reserves of land have also been 
made, from which, ultimately, the Board 
will derive a considerable income, 

A sound elementary English education of 
a atrictly undenominational character is 
‘iven in the Government schools, Religious 
Instruction of an unsectarian kind is given 
every day during tho first half hour of the 
school attendance, but it ia optional with 
the parents whether the children attond 
during that poriod. 

There are fifty-nine Government schools 
ab present open throughout the Province, 
iad seven others on tho point of hein; 
opened. A staff of seventy teachers an 
assistants, male and female, do the work of 
instruction, at salaries ranging from £100 
to £265 per annum, Tho number of chil- 
dren at present attending these Government 
schools is 2,812, Although the oxisting 
means of education are inadequate to ro- 
quirements, this evil is about tobe 1omedied, 
as it is proposed to devote £9,000 to the 
erection of school-houses and teachors’ 
residences, 

In addition to the abovo there ae nume- 
rous private schools both in Wellington and 
Wanganui, as well as in some of the country 
districts ; while the Wellington Collego and 
Grammar School affords the means af ob- 
taining o bighoy class of education than can 

in the Government freo schools, to 
which Iutter scholarships aro given ench 
year, Jt may bo said, on the wholo, that 
within a very brief period the educational * 
facilities afforded in this Province will bo of 
the most satisfactory kind, 


CHARITABLE AND Brxgvolunt 
Insitutions. 


Tho only organization of the kind which 
exists in the Provinco'is the Wellington 
Benevolent Institution, which is incorpo- 
aated under an Act of tho Wellington 
Provincial Council. Its members consist of 
all subscribeis of not less than 10s. per 
annum, and all donors of £10, ive mem- 
bers are nominated by Ilia Tlonour tho 
Superintendent. 

the business of the Institution is managed 
by a Committee consisting of a Chairman 
and Treasurer, Hon, Seoretury, and a con 
siderable number of members, including the 
clergy of nearly all the diferent denomina- 

long, 
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The funds of the Society are made up by 
voluntary subscriptions, and in oases of dis- 
tress, relief is given in money, or by pay- 
ment of rent, or by an order on a store. 
keeper for provisions, Each case is carefully 
inquired into before relief is given, Relief 
is, however, given to people of all re- 
ligious denominations. The general pro- 
spority enjoyed by all classes of the com- 
munity renders the occurrence of cases ré- 
quiring charitable relief comparatively few ; 
still, some such do arise, and in those 
instances the Benevolent Institution does 
much good. The amount expended by the 
Society in relief during 1873 was £300. 

An annual vote for charitable purposes is 
made by the Provincial Council, the ex- 
penditure of which is left to the inspector 
of Police, acting under the control of the 
Resident Magistrate, Qases of distresa 
calling for relief, which come before the 
Resident Magistrate, can be dealt with out 
of this fund, with the consent of the Pro- 
vineial Government, 


House Renr ix Towns axp Cost or 
Razor, Corraces 1x Te Coursey, 


Tho largo accession which has been made 
tp the population of the city of Wellington 
within the last year, has caused houses of 
every description to become scarce, and 
rents to rule high, An ordinary four- 
roomed cottage may be had at fom 9s, to 
12s. a week } cottages of the same size, but 
of a suporior kind, ab 11s. to 15s, Comfort- 
nble six-roomed houses, in good situations, 
range from £40 to £60 a year, and larger 
establishments from £60 to £100, These 
rates also prevail in Wanganui, 

In the country districts, the cost of erect- 
ing cottages varies according to locality and 
the supply of timber, In the Palmerston 
district, where timber is plentiful, a rough 
two-roomed cottage (including a brick 
chimney) could be built for about £40. 
Speaking generally, the cost of a four- 
roomed cottage, of a plain kind, in the 
country districts, would be about £70, A 
cottage of the same size, but of a better 
description, lined, papered, and fitted with 
the ordinary conveniences, would cost£150 ; 
and one rather larger, £200, The cost in 
town would be about the same. The prices 
of erecting cottages in the towns has of Inte 
much increased, owing to the very high 
wages of carpenters, painters, and brick. 
layers, and the rise in the price of timber. 


Buuorne Sogiwtres, 


Although the high rents for houses in 
towns sre heavily felt by people with fami- 


NEW ZEALAND HANDBOOK, 


lies, yot the frugal settler need not be long 
subjected to this inconvenionce, Through- 
cut the Province, Building Societies, 
upon the model of similar institutions at 
home, but altered in detail so as to suit the 
circumstances of the Colony, haye been 
established, and furnish a ready means to 
the working man of srooting & house for 
himself, and thus avoiding the necessity of 
paying rent, A member of such o Socicty 
usually pays 5s, a share per month until ho 
desires to borrow, and he then pays 10s. per 
share per month for overy £50 borrowed, 
which, with the original subscription, makes 
16s, per share per month, until the loan ix 
paid off, Tor instance, supposing a man is 
occupying a four-rocmed cottage, for which 
he is paying 12s. a week ront.: He saves 
£50, and buys a pieco of land large enough 
for a site for a cattage, He then joins a, 
Building Society, takes shares, and borrows 
£150 from it upon the security of the 
land and the house to be erected, and builds 
himself a cottage. The payments to tho 
Society will amount toahout £2. 63, amionth ; 
and in tho course of seven years the whole 
debt, principal and interest, will have been 
paid, nnd the house and Jand become his 
own property, free from all charge, while 
during that period he twill have actually 
had to pay a less sum per month to the 
Building Society than he vould have had 
to pay ag vent toa landlord. The method 
of working fost illustrated was that of the 
‘Wellington utual Investment Society, 

In the city of Wellington there has’ been 
® succession of Building Societies, all of 
them equally successful. ‘There are at pre- 
sent three in existence —two recently 
started, and the other of rather older date, 
called the Wellington, Trust, Loan, and 
Tnvestment Company (Limited), The 
latter, however, as its name importa, ex. 
tends its operations over a wider area than. 
is usually covered by o Building Socicty, 
Tt has a capital of £100,000, divided into 
10,000 shares of £10 each, ‘This Company 
owes its origin to the Wellington Mutual 
Tavestment Society, which carried on the 
operations of an ordinary Building Socioty 
for nine years in a highly successful 
manner, and then transferred its business 
to the Tiust and Loan Company, The 
numerous benefits which the Mutual In- 
yestment Society bestowed upon the com- 
munity, may be judged of by the fret that 
during the period mentioned, a sum ex~ 
ceeding £835,000 passed through its banlk 
account, much of which was advanced in 
small sums to members for building pur- 
poses, One of the other newly-started 
associations alluded to is called the Wel- 
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lington Building Society, Ita objeots are 
to énable its members to purchase freehold 
properties either in town or country, by 
means of monthly contributions ; to enable 
persons possessed of land to erect buildings 
thereon ; to grant loans on the security of 
freehold or leasehold property; and to 
afford a safe and profitable investment for 
savings, ‘The shares are of tho value of 
£60 each, and the subscription on each is 
6s, per month, with an entrance-fee of 
2s, Gd, per share, As soon as the funds of 
the Society amount to a share, or to a sum 
of £60, the same is awarded’ to the highest 
bidder by auction, ab a monthly goneral 
meeting, Any member who purchases, pays 
10s, porshare per month towards redemption. 
Tho other Society is named_the Equitable 
Building and Investment Soviety, and is 
similar in character, only varying in the 
athount of its payments, and the period 
over which they extend. 

The Wellington Trust, Loan, and Invest- 
ment Company (Limited), affords to persons 
the opportunity to acowmulate sums of £60 
or the ranltiple? thereof, or to purchase 
land and build theieon, or to purchase 
houses, by small monthly payments; also 
to obtain advances on real estate in sums 
of £60 or multiples of £60, all such ad- 
vances to ha repaid by monthly instalments, 
including both principal and interest. Sup- 
posing aman to borrow £50 for five years, 

is monthly payment to clear tho loan 
principal and interest, would be 21a, If 
the lopn were ropaid in six years, the 
monthly payments would be 18s, 8d. cach, 
and proportionately less for eight or ten 
years, ‘Che balance of the loan, moreover, 
may be paid off atthe end of the firat year 
hy a sum of £41. 10g, ab the end of tho 
second year by £32, 6,, and Bo on, 

The Compiny also makes advances on 
freehold and leasehold estates, by way of 
niortgage, on such tornis as may be agreed 
upany the borrower to repay by instal- 
ments, 


TH « MANCHESTER ” 


Leavine the Manawatu Gorge and going 
westward Along the projected main railway 
line to tho Rangitiker River, the traveller 
‘passes for twenty miles through a stretch of 
rich level land, known as tho “Manchester” 
block, "This block is twenty miles in longth 
and about eight miles in width, with an 
area of 106,000 sores, and being the sub- 
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There are three Land and Building So- 
oieties at Wanganui, The Wanganul and 
Rangitikei Land and Building Sooloty was 
established in January, 1868, and will 
terminate about 1876, In Docombor, 


1873, it had £11,200 invested—or, in, 


other words, it had advanced thnt sum to 
members, 

The Wanganui District Land and Build. 
ing Society was instituted in January, 1873, 
and by November of that year had £12,000 
invested, 

The Wanganui Equitable, Land, Build- 
ing, and Investment Society (Permanent), 
wes started in Fobruary, 1871, and ata 
late dato hud £16,776 invested. ‘The 
operation of thoso Socivties, whieh havo 
their head-quarters in Wanganui, extend 
over the whole of tho districts situntod be- 
tween Rangitikei and Patea, a distance of 
sixty-five miles. Tho country settlers have 
experienced much benefit from the facilities 
thus afforded for obtaining loans for build- 
ing pu poses, 

n April, 1878, the Wairarapa Permanont 
Investment and Loan Association was 
started, and up toa recent dato 600 shires 
hod been taken up, while tho applications 
for loans have been very numerous. ‘Tho 
Society advances sums of £50 and upwards 
to its members for building purposes, the 
loan being repaid at the rate of 68. por 
share per month. Members who conling 
themselves to paying the nionthly subsorip- 
tions without borrowing from tho Soaioty, 
receive 6 per cent. compotmd interest for 
their deposits, which are retained until thoy 
amount to £60, being tho valuo of n shag 
This is tho principle adopted by most 
Building Societies ; and if will bo seon 
that, althongh the main und primary ady 
vantage of such Sosieties is tho fucilitics 
which they offer for obtaining small loans 
for building purposes, yet should a member 
find it inexpedient to build, his money will 
not be lying idle, but will be producing a 
fair rate of interoat, n 


SPECIAL SETTLEMENT. 


ject of an interesting and important colo- 
nizing operation, which promises a conaidor- 
able success, is worthy of moro than a 
passing notice, 

In December, 1871, the Hon. Colonel 
Fielding, as representative of an Jnglish 
company, presided over by tho Duke of 
Manchester, and callod “The Bmigrat 
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and Colonist's Aid Corporation,” visited 
New Zenland, after golng through the 
Australian colonies, his object being to find 
a field for the commencement of colonizing 
operations, Finding in Now Zenlund & 
climate eminently suited to the English 
constitution, a soil abundantly fertile, in- 
ternal communications fairly developed 
already and rapidly progressive, and, abovo 
all, » Government anxious to foater any 
veasonable scheme for the settlement of 
copla on its unoccupied territory, Colonel 
fielding had little difficulty in selecting a 
favourable site, and making terms with the 
Colonial and Provincial Governments, 

Negotiations resulted in the purchaso of 
this block at 163. per acre, paid for by bills 
hearing interest at 5 per cent, and mater- 
ing at different intorvals over ten years. 
The Corporation undertook to introduce to 
the Colony, and to settle on the land, 2,000 
people within six years, The Government, 
on the other hand, was to provide free 
passages for these people from England, 
and to find work, in the formation of the 
railway lino through the property, or on 
other public works in tho neighbourhood, 
fur a ctitrent number of 200 Inbourers, The 
Provincial Government made a conditional 
agreement to oxpend a sum nob exceeding 
£2,000 per annum for five years, to assist 

‘in forming by-roads, The schemo hung 
fire awhile on Colonel Fielding’s return to 
England ; but the work of colonization has 
now commenced in earnest, and the result 
is anxiously watched ; for, if successful, 
pare capital aud enterprise wil be car- 

‘ainly directed to the formation of similar 

settlements in some of the large tracts of 

country from time to time falling into the 

hands of the Government by purchase 
» from the Natives, 

Tho settlomont is at present in its in- 
fanoy, the first party of immigrants having 
arrived in the Colony early this yeur, But 
as within two months there were 250 people 
on the ground, the town of Fielding, which 
is the central town of the block, on the 
projected railway line, and the bage of the 
Company’s operations, has become a busy 
scene, and we will patise thers to touch 
upon the prospects of these immigrants on 
the one hand, and of the Company itself on 
the other, in working out their scheme, 

The immigrants, who are, so far as the 
firat importation is concerned, all of the 
working class, are brought by steamer 
seventy miles and by tramway twenty-five 
miles to the boundary of the Company's 
Jand without any expense to themselves, 


NEW ZEALAND HANDBOOK. 


emall town of Palmerston, There they are 
supplied, and thence they are removed by 
earts on a good road ten milea on to the 
Fielding township, the cost of this supply 
and carriage, which is very small, being 
charged against each family. Arrived at 
the township, each family is drafted off into 
amall detached two-roomed cottages of 
wood, with brick chimneys, each cottage 
standing in an acre of ground. The cottage 
costs about £30, the Jand is valued at £10, 
and by payment of a rental of 7s, per week, 
the immigrant obtains the freehold of both 
land and cottage in three years, Ox an 
alternative arrangement is offered if, at the 
end of six or twelve months, the immi- 
grant desires to take a country section from 
40 to 100 acres, and give up the tenement 
in the town, In thaé case, if he desire it, 
a similar cottage will he erected for him 
on his country section to be held on some- 
what similar terms, aud the new cottage 
will he credited with one-half of the rental 
already paid for the old one, The day after 
tho immigrant reaches his location, he can 
to work: on whatever he is best suited for, 
‘he work ab present consists of rond-making 
for the Government and for the Company, the 
sawing of timber, erection of houses, fencing, 
well-digging, brickmolting and agian ee , 
bushwork of «ll kinds, and the hun a 
and-one industries which the presence and 
settlement of a number of people and of 
those attracted by them necessitate, The 
English labourer is, a8 & rule, rather clumsy 
at first with the axe, and sometimes gets 
easily digpirited on finding his Progress esa 
rapid than that of a colonial hand heside 
him; but the hardworking willing hand 
soon learns, and even the most inexperienced 
can at once earn from 7s, to 98,0 day nb 
axe work if amenable to instruction ; while 
practised hands and those who have a spe- 
cialty, such as carpentering, brickmaking, 
bricklaying, or saw-mill work, earn from 
12s, to 16s, a day. 

As the block is chiefly timbered tand, 
roads, or wyooden railways—which are the 
cheapest and hest roads in a level bush 
country— must be formed before profitable 
occupation can take place, This necessity 
forces the temporary location in the towns, 
and there will be a periodical swarming out 
from the several townships oa lengths of 
rond aro made to open up new lands for 
settlement. he immigrant taking up- 
country land is, according to the Company's 
regulations, to occupy it a6 an annual rental 
of 2s. Gd, per acre for blocks of from 20 to 
100 acres; and of the end of seven years, 


Then they are housed for a day or two in’a- or at any time before, he has a right to pur- 


large dépoy built by the Company, in the 


chaso the fee-simple at £8 per acre, As the 
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blockis very level, and very lightly timbered 
over a large proportion of its area ; as the 
soil is of the richest quality, and very woll 
watered ; and as the formation of the main 
railway line and of by-roads hy the Govern- 
ment and the Company will give the greatest 
facilities of acceas to all parts, opening up 
markets for timber, and stock, and any 
other produce, the country settler can rely 
on making # very valuable property befora 
the end of the sevon years, 

So much for the immigrants’ part of the 
question, As for the Company, its pros- 
pect of repayment and of profit is founded 
chiefly on the enhanced value given to their 
Jandy by population and the construction of 
railways and roads. So clearly is this pro- 
spective yaine realized and recognized by 
the older settlers, that there is already a 
presstiro to obtain the Company's available 

nd at £2 or £3 por acre cash, and a largo 
number of the township sections have been 
sold for immediate settlement, to old 
colonists, ab prices varying from £10 an 
acre on the outside of the township to £25 
the quarter-acro sections in central positions. 

The Company has also » mine of wealth 
in tho timber, so soon as the railway which 
is being constructed allows it to be sent to 
market ; and while that is being done, the 
local demand and the Government require- 
ments for the reilway works will give em- 
ployment to labour and machinery during 
the next two years. 
years, the ring of the axe, the whirr of tho 
saw-mill, and the rush of frequent trains 
of timber-laden trucks should tell of a busy 
and thriving ean reaping the richest har- 
yest the land will ever carry at ono time, 
It will take many years to reap the timber 
even on the Company's block, and that is 
merely the outskirt of  grent forest plain. 
Given a population, therefore, and cheap 
transit, the fature of this part of the country 
ig assured, So soon ag the timber is re- 
inoyed, English grasses, cereals, roots of all 
kinds, hops, vines, and all sorts of fruit- 
trees, por with the ntmost luxuriance, and 
with Jittle labour; sa that the man who 
cuts down his timber to-day becoines the 
purveyor of food to the reaper of the next 

elt of timber a few years hence, besides 
growing wood, tallow, hops, and, perhaps, 
frnita for jams for other markets, 

It ia difficult to leave this interesting 
subject. We may look back some three 
months when two or three surveyors’ tents 


After that, for many , 
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ware the only evidences of human habila- 
tion. Wo seo now some thirty wooden 
houses already rison out of the flax and 
geass. Wo hear the busy hum of humm 
voices, of mon, of women, and of children 
unburthened with tho cares of life, The 
ring of the axe, the echo of tho hammer, 
and tho crash of falling timber, sound every- 
where, ‘Tho sharp cracks of the drivers’ 
whips attract attention to horso and bullock 
drays toiling along the rough flat with 
people, or luggage, or stores, or timber, or 
pravel for the nowly-mado roads, Wo 
notice a cloud of steam from the already« 
fired briokkiln—tho oarnestof future homely 
firesides. Denso volumes of smoke appear, 
denoting a bush cloaring made ; or the thin 
spiral columns riso from among a oluster of 
tents, or from beside the houses of mush- 
room growth, telling of family dinners in 
course of preparation. . ‘ho eyo is caught 
by long vistas newly cut through the virgin 
forest; and we note the thin doublo lino 
of wooden rails just Jaid on tho fresh-tiumned 
earth, the commencement of a snake-like 
progress which ends only with tho ulter 
destruction of tho beautiful forest, as ono 
stately tree after another is brought down 
and submitted to the mighty powor repro- 
sented by the huge unshapely boiler which 
lies on its sido hard by, 

Dropping tho curtain over this scene, 
making use of our experience of the rapid 
progress made in similar spots, and drawing 
on the imagination to depict tho chango 
which the next ten years will produca, it 
will not bo unreasonable to pioture thig 
infant town grown into a vigorous and 
Ddeautiful manhool—with bells ringing the 
little ones “ unwillingly to school,” with tho 
whistle of the locomotive, and tho hum of 
manufnetories ;"with gay shops and bwy 
footpaths ; with carts and caxriages bowlhn 
along well-kopt roads ; with houses fav and 
near nestling among a younger race of 
trees, surrounded hy the weoping willowa, 
tho cypress, and the pino, in bright con 
trast with each other, and flanked by apple 
and peach-loaded orchards ; with a steeple 
here and there, suggesting somo degreo of 
thankfulness for so bountiful a rottrn for 
easy Inbour : while far back in the Jand- 
scapo tho dark rich molancholy forest will 
be dimly seen, waiting its turn for destruc: 
tion, and seeming to shrink for protection 
to the very feet of tho distant snow-vlad 
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A MILE more than a century has 
passed since the shores of Hawke's 
Bay were first seen by: European eyes, On 
the morning of the 12th October, 1769, the 
good ship Andeavowr, under the command 
of Captain Cook, cruising southwards along 
the east coast of the Noith Island of New 
Zealind, came in right of » small island 
ahead, which bore a marked resemblance 
to Portland Island, in the English Channel, 
and was accordingly named after it. About 
noon the vessel came up with it, and, sailing 
along its shores, the sailors saw Natives 
assembled in great numbers there, as well 
ag on the adjoining wainland. Shortly, a 
canoe appeared, with four men in her, and 
cams within a quarter of a mile of the ship ; 
it did not seem certain whether the men’s 

- intentions weré warlike orpeaceful, Through 
the medium of a South Sen Island native 
named Tupia, whom Captain Cook had 
brought with him, and who spoke a dialect 
which the Maotis undorstood, they endea- 
youred to persuade the Ravages in the canoe 
to come alongside the ships, ut did not on 
that occasion succeed, is was the first 
attempt at intercourse bebween the Ahuriri 
Natives and the outside world. 

Subsequently, however, some of them 
wore induced to approach the ship ina 
friendly manner, Presents were made to 
them, and some “ stinking fish "—the only 
Hawke's Ba: product of that date—was 
purchased, though quite valueless, with tho 
view of initiating a trade, It is, perhaps, 
worth while to record the first authentic 
instance that we possess of a business 
transaction between Europeans and the 
Howke’s Bay Natives. e@ give it in 
Captain Cook’s own terso and graphic 
Tanguage :—"' I observed,” he says, “that 
one man had askin thrown over him, some- 
what resembling that of a bear, and being 
desirons to know what animal was its first 
owner, I offered him for it a piece of red 
brize, and he seemed greatly pleased, with 
the bargain, immediately pulling off the 
skinand holding {+ up in the boat, He 
would not, however, part with it till he had 
the cloth in his possession ; and as there 
could be no transfer of property if, with 
equal caution, I had insisted on the same 
condition, I ordered the,cloth to he handed 
down to him, upon which, with amazing 


coolness, instead of sanding up the skin, he 
hegan to pack up both that and the baize 
which he received as the purchase of it, in 
a basket, without paying the lenst regard to 
my demands or remonstrances, and soon 
after, with the fishing boats, put off from 
the ship. 

Portland Island, as we have mentioned, 
was so named from its similurity—ns viewed, 
from the northward—to Portland Island, in 
the English Channel. The bay was named 
Hawke’s Bay, in honour of Sir Edward 
Hawke, the Firat Lord of the Admiralty, 
The only other name given by Captnin 
Cook to any of the topographical features 
of the coast was that of Capo Kidnappers, 
at the southern extremity of the bay, an 
by this, as might be expected, there hangs ~ 
atale, It is as follows ;—On Sunday, the 
15th, shortly after the commercial transac. 
tion above referred to had taken place, o 
canoe came alongside to sell fish, It was 
purchased, and trade was renewed, “ Amon 
others who were placed over the ship's side 
to hand up what wo hong says Captain 
Cook, “ was little Tayeto, Tupia’s boy, Ono 
of the Indians, watching his opportunity, 
suddenly seized him, end drags him dows 
into the canoe, two of them held him down 
in the forepart of it, and the others with 
great activity paddled her off, the rest of 
the canoes following as fast as they could. 
Upon this the marines, who were under 
arms on deck, were ordered to fire, ‘The 
shot was directed to that part of the canoe 
which was fthest from the boy, and rather 
wide of her, being willing rather to miss 
tho rowors than to hurt him, upon which 
the others quitted their hold of the boy, 
who instantly leaped into the water and 
swam towards the ship. The Inrge canoe 
immediately pulled round and followed him, 
but some musketa and o great gun being, 
fired at her, she desisted from the pursuit, . 
The ship being brought to, a boat was 
lowered, and the poor boy was taken up 
unhurt, though so terrified that for a time 
he seemed to be deprived of his senses, 
Some of the gentlemen, who traced the 
canoes to shore with their glasses, said that 
they saw three men carried up the beach, 
who appeared to be either dead or wholly 
disabled by their wounds. To tho cape 
off which this unhappy transaction hap- 
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pened, I gave the name of Oape Kid- 
meappera.” * 

After Captain Cook’s visib there was o 
Jong interval during which the shores of 
‘Hawke's Bay remained unvisited by white 
men, In the early paitof the present cen- 
tury it began to be a resort for whalers, 
some of whom from time to time settle 
down among the Natives, and became what 
are known a3 Pakeha-Maoris, Ifthey wae 
men of energy and capacity, as was not un- 
frequently the case, they attained, asa rule, 
positions of influence, and their influence, 
10 spite of all that hag been said to the con- 
tray, we believe was, on the whole, bene- 
fein Mission stations were established by 
the Chunch of England in 1848, and by the 
Roman Cathohes m 1851. ' 

It is not possible to fix any date at which 
it can be said that the settlement of Hawke's 
Bay was founded _ In the cases of the Onn- 
terbury, Otago,and Cook Stinit settlements, 
they have this date definitely fixed by the 
arrival of the ships bearing to their shores 
the first colonists. Hawke's Bay, however, 
was settled difforently, Its natural advan- 
tages of sol and climate, as soon as they 
became known, drew settlers, in ever m- 
creasing numbers, fiom the South. As early 
aa 1848, blocks of Native land were being 
taken up extensively as runs, in spite of 
the precariousness of a tenure dependent 
altogether on the goodwill of the Natives, 
This description of irregular settlement had 

‘one to such a length by the end of 1850, 
that i¢ was felt by the thon Governmont 
that the tame had come for endeavouring to 
acquire a Ianded ostate from the Natives, 
In the December of that year, accordingly, 
Mr, Donald MoLean, now Native Minister, 
went to the district as Land Purchaye Com- 
missioner ; and the purchase, from the chief 
‘Toe Hapuku, of some blocks in the interior, 
including those which uow form the exten- 
alve and very valuable Pourerers and Home- 
wood estates, was effooted simultancously 
with the purchase of Scinde Island, now 
the site of the town of Napier, and the 
surrounding district, from the chief Tarcha 
To Moananui, From this date forward 
Hawke's Bay becdme daily better known, 
and every month bought new settlers into 
it, Tho Land Purchase Department at the 
sume time extended its operations, -and 
fur ther large traots of country were required, 

On the 6th April, 1865, the township of 
Napier having been laid out in sections, 
was sold by auction, The duty of naming 
the atreets devolved on the Hon. A, Domett 
(the anthor of Ranolgh and Asmehaa), then 
Crown Lands Commissioner in the Pro- 
vince ; aud to his literary and scientific 
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enthusinsm, wa suppose, it is that we owe ié 
that they bear the names of Shakespeare, 
Emerson, Browning, Brewster, Dalton, &o, 

During the years between 1850 and 1860, 
the sides made by the town and district 
were extiemely rapid, In 1858, the Emo- 
Reena population had reached about 3,000, 

the community then began to feel itselt 
able to stand alone, and » general desire 
was expressed for the local management of 
its affairs Tho result was, that it was in that 
year constituted a “ new Province,” with its 
Superintendent and ats Provincial Council, 

The Natives residend in the Proyince 
itself have always maintained the most 
friendly relations with the Euopean sob- 
tlers, Even in the earliest times, whon 
they lnigely outnumbered the latter, their 
disposition towmds them was uniformly 
pacific. In 1867, an intestma quarrel 
bioke out between two sections of the 
Hawke's Bay Natives. A skirmish took 
place, in which some half-dozen people (all, 
of course, Mnoris) were killed, Some alarm 
being felt by the European settlers as to 
the possible ultimate results of the stauggle, 
Moananui, the leading chief of the suc- 
cesstul faction, wrote as follows to the 
local newspaper :—" Hear us, You have 
nothmg to fear from us. Do you supposo 
that we ave so fond of fighting, that we ore 
anxious to have two enemies, the Pakeha 
as well as Te Hapuku? No, our own 
quarrel is sufficiont, Let the settlors re- 
main in peace amongst us, We would not 
act fleacherously towards tho people of our 
country, Were we to turn on them, wo 
should bo shutting up the rond by which 
we receiye many advantages,” Theis is 
much more than idle profession here,— 
there ix close 2ensoning. Moananui do- 
servos much credit fot his sngaoity in pev- 
ceiving that ho could best allay the sus 
picions of his European neighbours, by 
showing them that his tribe were porfectly 
alive to the personal advantages which they 
derived from the maintenance of friendly 
relations with them, ‘To Hapukw’s faction 
were equally decisive in thelr professions 
of friendship towards the Pakeha. Tho 
strnggle, we may remark, ended by the 
retuement of the latter to their hereditary 
lands at Poukawa, some thitty miles in- 
Ignd, leaying Moanonui. and his party in 
possession of the extensive and valuable 
Ahuriri Plaing, 

The only other instaneo of hostilities 
within the settled districts of the Province, 
osourred in October, 1866, when a band of 
about a hundted Natives, belonging for the 
most pari to the tribes Snsablting tho 
south-eastern districts of Auckland, led on 
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by_ one. of their prephets, who told them 
that-the town of Napier would be gi 
over to them, came down and located them- 
selves at Omaranui, about. eight miles in- 
land, with the view of making that their 
base of operations. No cffort was spared 
to represent to them the madness of their 
proceedings, . It was, however, found to bo 
impossible to do so effectually. The matter 
ended by the Hawke's Bay Natives joining 
with the European settlers in making an 
attack upon them, whioh resulted in the 
annihilation of the band, all who were not 
killed having been taken prisoners,. Now 

~ that the European population has become 
three or four times as numerous as: the 
Natives, hostilities: are’ never: dreamt of- 
Hawke's Bay, in that respect, is as securo 
as Canterbury or Otago. — OF late, too, 
it has. come. to. be looked upon by set- 
tlers in other parts of the Colony as highly 
eligible for residence and investment, and 
during the past.year thero has been a very 
large influx of South Island capital, 


Gevenat Desonsprion, Resources, 
Inpusrrizs, &o, : 


The Province of Hawke’s Bay lies be- 

* twéen ‘the Provinces’ of Auckland and 
Wellington, having tho former to the north 
of it, and:the Jatter to the south and west, 
An Imaginary line ‘alone divides it: from 
Auckland, -The boundary on the west is 
formed by: the Ruahine range, the distant 
and, .in winter, snow-capped summits of 


which form a beautiful feature of the Jand- - 


seape,.Tho area of the Province is about 
. 8,000,000 fAcres—rather greater than that of 
Lincolnshire, Leicestershive, and Notting- 
= hamshire: together ;- and its physical fea- 
tures. may. be desoribed as to some extent 
like. those’ of the three counties— the 
*“Aburiri plains resembling the alluvial lands 
that-form: the basin of the Trent, and equal- 
ling them in almost unsurpassable fertility 5 
-while much of.the undulating country in 
the southern part of the Provinco resembles 
the best pastoral districts. of Leicestershire, 
The northerit part, though , still excellent 
sheep country, is generally: moro broken, 
Napier, the: port‘and- chief town of the 
Provinces, “is: builé-on.a peninsula about 


seven ‘miles ‘fromthe: southern end of the. 


bay. The peninsula: terminates to the 
north :-in a ‘hill, or rather 2: group’ of hills 


closely conjoined: On-the flats at their base , 
fai ee of the purest water can he 
PI 


are the banks, shops, churches, Government 
‘buildings, &0., and: studded pioturesquely 
yplong their sides and tops are the dwelling- 
houses, of the--wealthier townspeople,” sur+ 
rounded: by.-hiwns. and ‘gardens, and now 
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and then embosomed in foliage, Few towns 


ven have @ more prepossessing appearance. as 


they are approached, The curve of the 
coast line to the southward, as viewed from 
‘the hill, never fails to recall to those who 
have travelled in Italy, the aspect of the 
Bay of Naples. The resomblance is due, 
no doubt; in no small degree, to the fact 
that Napier is pretty certain to he viewed 
under a sky as cloudless, and in‘an atmo- 
sphere as clear and as balmy, as thoso of 
tho shores of the Tyrrhenian Sen itself. 
The present population’ is about 8,000. It 
has four churches, one of them, at least, a 
building with somo pretensions'to architec- 
tural beauty, There are now four hanks, 
including one on the eve of commencin, 
operations, \There is an Atheneum, which 
compares very favourably with similar 
institutions in other parts of the Colony. 
Indeed, societies and institutions for the 
promotion of culture and the provision of 
amusements, artistioand intellectual, flourish 
in Hawke's Bay. The schvols, both ele- 
mentary and higher, aro numerous. and 
efficient. There aro. thres newspapers 
two daily, and ono bi-weekly... The shipping 
accommodation of the port, as: it at present 
stands, is inadequate for the rapidly-inerens- 
ing trade of the place, and works ara now 
in progress. which will, within a year, 
greatly increase it, Largo vessels cannot 
enter the inner harbour, They lie. with 
snfety in the roadstend.; and stenmers‘trade 
regularly, and discharge freight and pas- 
sengers ab the wharf in the inner harbour.” 
Following the main south road: inland 
from Napier, we find ourselves shortly in. 
the centre of the’Ahuriri plains. They are 
about 80,000 acres in extent, and they: form 
a district which is not surpassed in -pro- 
ductive capacity by any district of similar 
size, even in Great Britain.. Crops of all 
descriptions canbe grown on.them, in the 
highest- perfection, without ‘the use. of 
manure, - Wheat is found to succeed better 
after root crops, othorwise it grows. too 
rankly, The ‘portion of them devoted ‘to 
pasture, which is at present tho. greater 
ortion, is found to. be capable of keeping 
From five to seven large, long-woolled sheep 
per acre all the year:round. .‘Thoy are 
-watered by three. large rivers, which’ also . 
receive ‘their drainage, ‘They... possess, 
further, an advantage .of -almost “priceless 
yalue, for ab any ‘point of them, ‘by’ m 
expenditure of from £20 to: £60; an’ un- 


ta, ,. An artesian pipe. is driven 60 ft, 
or, 100-ft, into the earth; and water gushes“. 
forth, to ‘be thenceforward -like. the springs 
of nature itself in omne.volubilis avum. Tb 
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is obvious how greatly the fact of water 
helng thus readily obtainable, must ronder 
thoaa plains adgpted for acoupation by 
small holders, Tho proprictors of sections 
in thoir contre, far away from any river, 
ave as wall situated, as regards watorin 

thoir stovk and irrigating their land, as 1 
they lived on the banks of one. For all 
descriptions of industry, too, for which an 
abundant water aupply is an exscntiol 
requisite—and what industry is there for 
which it is not?—the inculoulabla im- 
portance of theso wells is manifest. Tho 
plains aro as yet held to a considerable 
extont in large blocks, The process of 
subdivision, however, has now fairly sot in, 
and will no doubt make rapid progress as 
soon as the railway is opened, and, with the 
inciensed facilities for carmage, cropping 
becomes more profitnble than the depastur- 
ing of sheep, 

‘There are several thriving townships in 
different parta of the plain, Meanes is the 
nearest to tho port, and is tho most ad- 
yanced, A. new roxd, which has recontly 
beon opened, brings 1t within. thnee miles 
of Napier, and will give a great impetus to 
its progress, Thore are, also, Olive, Have- 
look, and Hastings—the latter as yet only 
in its infancy, but owing to its situation in 
the very contre of the most fortilo district, 
and to the faob of its forming tho seoond 
station on the railway line in course of con- 
atruction, it is a township of great promise, 
In the three frst-named townships there 
are places of worship, publio halls, shops, 
hotels, and the usual surroundings of a 
settled neighbourhood. Roads traverso the 
plains, and, as we havo remarked, a reilway, 
‘which ia ncarly completed, rans through 
their centro, I6 is now, moreover, rbout to 
he continued goas to conneot them with tho 
inland districts to tho south, 

Following its proposed course, which is 
that of tho present mein south road, through 
ono of the valleys which open out on the 
pining, a district is reached in which hill 
and dale, with occasional stretches of fortile 
flats, are pioturesquely intermingled. In 
parts, the hills ae forest-olad, and these 
forests contain timber which is valuable 
for foncing and building purposes; not, 
howgvor, in such abundanco aa the forests 
further inland, About forty miles from 
Napier is Waipnwa, ono of tho largest 
and most flourishing of the inland town- 
ships, having its churches, public hail, 
&c, as have Meanee and Havelock, To 
the north and east of 6 is an undulating 
district of great extent, woll suited for 
agrloulture, It has, wp to recontly, boon 
oceupied aa sheep-farme, but is now being 


228 


divided into agrionitural poling Waipaws 
will ba one of the stations on the now rail- 
way lino, and it is to the antlolpation of 
this, no doubt, that the prosent subdivision 
of large propertics is due, About five 
miles futhor on is Waipukarau, also 2 
flontishing township, situated in the contro 
of a fortile and highly-improyed district, 
To this point a good macadamized road 
oxists, and there is daily communication 
with Napier all the year round. Thenca 
to Porangahau, twenty-five miles further to 
tho south, the country is occupied for the 
most pat by sheop-armors, although all 
good land, and sniteblo for agiicultural 
sottloment, There isa good swnmer dray 
road as far as tho latter township, [From 
tho main rond, branch roads strike off east 
and wast at various points, bringing into it 
the traffic of several large and progressive 
districts, the most important and oxtensiva 
bomg the Ruataniwha Plaing and tho 
Seventy-Mile Bush, 

This is a forest of enormous oxtent, with 
extensive olearings hore and there, which 
aro ocoupied as runs, Tho forest land 
belongs now mainly to the Goyornmonts of 
tho Provinces in which it is situated. 
About 260,000acres of it lie within the 
boundarics of Hawle’s Bay, and of this, a 
Jago quantity will shortly be opened up for 
sale. Tho bush contains unlimited ‘sup- 
plies of the most valuable Now Zealand 
timbeais in thoixr highest perfection, and 
from this frch we are justified in predioting 
that tho district has a great future before 
it. ‘ho railway, as wo haye already ob- 
saved, is in course of constriction to 
‘Waipukuran, which is within fourteen miles 
of the bush; and from Waipukuran to 
Takapau, situated at tho point whore the 
rond onters it, 2 tramway is now being con- 
strnoted, and ia expected to be finished 
within six months, When this is done, 
wo havo no doubt that sew-mills will spring 
up in large numbers there, as thoy havo 
done in other districts in simila cirenm- 
atances, and the locality will become a 
thriving and populous one, Tho gnd, whon 
cleared, is excellently suited for agriculture, 
as is tho caso ordinarily with bush land in 
Now Zealand, Tio setilemonts of Scan- 
dinavian immigrants have been formed in 
the bush during the past two years. They 
aro named Norsewood and Denevile xo« 
spectively, The setilas gro boginnisg to 
do well, and ate happy and contented. 
Both settloments aro situated on the main 
line of road through the bush, now near 
complotion, It will form part of the main 
southern xoad of the Province, aud will 
afford the means of opening coach com 
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mace between Napier and Welling- 
on. 

The portion of the Province which lies 
to the north of Napier is considerably moro 
broken than the southern part, and the 
country thero is used chiefly as sheep-runs. 
The soil, however, is good ; and there are 
some rich valleys, in which settlement has 
made considerable progress, Wairoa is the 
principal township north of Napier. Tt has 
some thousands of acres of good level land 
around it. Tho communication with it is 
principally by water, the supplics being 
carried by small steamers which enter the 
river, 

The inland portion of the northern dis- 
trict is to some extent opened up already 
by the Taupo Road, by which there is, 
twice weekly, coach oummunication with 
Auckland by way of Taupo and Tauranga, 
and it will be further opened up shortly ee 
other roads about to be constructed, Some 
valuable bushes exist there, within thir; 
iniles of Napier, which, when tapped, will 
afford scope for the profitable employment 
of a large amount of labour and capital, 
A good deal of business is alveady done, by 
the Napier storekeepers and merchants, 
vith Taupo ; and as the number of tourists 
that annually visit that wonderful region is 
daily on the inoreasa, there can be no doubt 
tha, ero long, this ‘business will become a 
very important feature of our trade, , 

mong the industries of Hawke's Bay, 
decidedly the most important at prosent is 
tho dopasturing of sheep, Our soil, and in 
a, very special clegree our climate, appear to 
beradapted for the rearing of pure-bred 
stock of this description in their highest 
perfection. Owing to the equability of the 
climate, the growth of pasture during the 
winter is ordinarily little, and frequently 
not at all, checked, and from this it arises 
mainly that.the wool of our Lincolus, 
Leicesters, Cotawolds, and merinos is gra- 
dually becoming characterised by that most 
valuable quality, a very high degree of 
evenness, The Province is thus already 
coming to be looked upon as the breeding 

‘ound of New Zealand, and as the district 
from which the best type of atud sheep is 
to be obtained. The value of last year's 
clip of wool was between £200,000 and 
£300,000. Every year, of late, it has been 
ateadily increasing, and a still further great 
augmentation may be calculated on. The 
causes of tho increase are the spread of 
English grasses, which bid fair shortly to 
double the onnrying capacity of the majority 
of the rans, and the improvement of breeds, 
owing io very extensive importations of 
pure blood, which are continually being 
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added to. We have remarked above on 
another feature of the industry—the sub- 
division of Iarge sheep-farms into small 
ones as settloment progresses. It is be- 
coming daily more observable. Cattle- 
breeding also occupies a prominent place 
among rural pursuits, Some of our herds 
are not surpassed by any in the Colony. 

As off-shoots of the pastoral industry, . 
we have fellmongeries, soap and tallow 
boiling establishments, and a tannery. Tho 
first have been found to be extremely 
profitable, At the local tannery, leather 
of such excellent quality is produced that 
saddlers in the town pay considerably more 
for it than they will give for outside pro- 
ducts. A large extension of oporationy is 
contemplated, 

Agriculture is not as yeb carried on as 
extensively as might be desired in the 
Province. This is certainly not because, 
taken in itself, it is in any way to bo 
regarded as an unprofitable pursuit, but 
because grazing, even upon the smallest: 
holdings, is so exceptionably profitable, and 
requires so little labour, ‘the principal 
growers of wheat are the Natives, and 
even with their indifferent style of culti- 
vation, the average yield per acre is scarcely 
second to that in any Province of the 
Oolony. There are several flour-mills, for 
the most part worked by water power, 
No doubt, whenever labour becomes moro 
abundant, agriculture will receive larger 
attention, and will take that position anton; 
our industries which the soil and genoral 
suitability of the climate warrant, 

Several saw-mills ave alrendy in oxist- 
ence in the various bushes in the intevioy, 
but they are altogether unable to supply 
even local requirements. Although tho 
prico given for timber now avaxages from 
15s, to 17s, per 100 ft,, our main supplics 
still come from Auckland by coasting 
vessels, ‘Tho value of the import, wo 
believe, is about £80,600 annually, The 
deficiency in the local supply js due chiefly 
to the high cost of oarriage, or, in other 
words, the scarcity of labour, ‘When tho 
Seventy-Mile Bush, which contains tho 
finest totara in the North Island, in un- 
limited quantities, is tapped by the tram- 
wy, connecting, as if will, with the 
railway, not only is it certain that the Pro- 
vineo will supply all its own wants from 
that source, but there can be no doubt that 
an export trade, destined to assume im- 
mense proportions, will spring up. The 
starting of saw-mills in the Seventy-Mile 
Bash at present affords an excellent oppor- 
tunity for investment, The other valuable 
forests in the northern part of the Province 


THE PROVINCE OF HAWKE'S BAY. 


will he shortly opened by voads, and will 
contribute to the wealth and the labour- 
absorbing cnpacities of the district, 

As regards miscellaneous industries, there 
are breweries, the beor from which com- 
manda an extensive sale in the Provines ; 
two iron and brass foundries, at one of 
which steam engines, woolpresges, and a 
variety of imploments are manufactured ; 
two or threo coach factoriesy a brick- 
making establishmont ; 9 sash manufactory, 
where a good denl of elaborate machinery 
is used : 
watch and olookmalors, tinsmiths, plumbers, 
&e, It will thus be soen that employment 
in all ordinary branches of industy ig 
afforded, and in nearly all at present there 
sis a demand for labour, 

When it is considered whab aro tho 
industries for which the soil, climate, &c., of 
Howko’s Bay aro adapted, in addition to 
those ulveady carried on, and which there 
is consequently a prospect of secing estab- 
lished, they will be found to be very varied. 
The growth of sugar-beot, ond the manu- 
facture of sugar from it, has been long 
contemplated, as it is cortain tho rich lands 
in the neighbourhood of Napier ara os- 
posinlly suited to this industry; indeed, a 
local company would have entored upon it 

“but for the want-of Inbour, which has 
checked this and so many other industrial 
purstits, Woollen factories are proving 
stocessful in Otago and Nelson ; and thére 
4a no yeason why ons, if established hore, 
should not prove oqually successful, The 
gulturo of the hop (for which we believe the 
Boventy-Mila Bush land is especially 
suited), of the vino and tho tobacco plant, 
tho mannfactire of jams and sauces, an 
many other pursuits of alike character, all 
hold out excellent prospects of profit to any 
‘who inty think fit to engage in thom. 

The b lowing rates of. wages have been 
furnished as those ruling in the various 
trades and industries in the Province :— 


Tradesmen, por Day of Bight Hours, 
Carporiters... 10s, to 11s, 


Bricklayers oe se 10s, to 11s, 
Paintors od see 10s, Lo 125, 
Blackamiths ase vy 108, to 128, 
Tailors .. ve ve BS. to 108, 
Ropemoakers see 0 133, 
Shoomakers se vee 108. to 128, 
Brickmakers and Masons... 11s, to 12s, 


Gouoral Labourers ve” 8 to By, 


Farm Labourers, per Year (al found) 
Murried Couples... —.... £60 to £70. 
Sitigle men weave 680 to £60. 
Single women (dairymnids) £20 to £20. 


besides tho establishmonts of .134, per 1,000. 
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Femals Domestic Servants per Yer, 


Cooks a. an | nee HBB £0 C46, 
General Servants and Iouse- 
maids 4. uae E28 to £40, 


Navvies employed on the publio works 
gob from 7a. to 10s, por day ; farmlabourers 
from 20s, to 30s. por weelk (all found) 5 
shepherds from £50 to £70 per annum, also 
all found, Ploughing by the acra costs 
from 14s, to 20s., according to the unturo of 
the ground tobo ploughed. Printers gob 


A. very large amount both of public and 
private work is necessarily allowed to stand 
over at present, pending tho arrival of 
fresh immigrants, ‘We eatimnte, at a rough 
guess, that the employment on the public 
works in the Province now under weigh, 
and to bo commenced within the next six 
months, would alone absorb nt least 800 
Inbourers the day thoy were Innded, with- 
out in any way affecting the rates of wages. 
Tn addition to tho Paki Paki Railway, on 
which thero is as yet much work to be dono, 
there are among the General Government 
works about to be commenced, the Waipu- 
kurau Railway, the tramway from Waipu- 
kurau to tho Soventy-Milo Bush, and. the 
meotalling of the road from Norsowood, in 
the Seventy-Mile Bush, to the Manawatu 
Gorge, In addition to these works, therd 
are those already commenced or proposed to 
be initiated by the Provincial Government, 
and for which about £46,000 waa appro. 
priated by the Council Inst session, hoy 
include the exection of new wharves, the 
zxeolamation of the swamp and of land ad- 
joining the railway lino at the Spit, besides 
& large amount of rond construction, &e, 
‘Without a very considerable addition to 
our Iebour supply within the yenr, about 
half of this appropristion will have to go 
back to tho ‘freasury, as it would nob bo 
possible to expend it repraductively, ‘The 
number of private works in the way of 
Oraining, cléaring, building, &e., which go 
stand over, is very great, 

As wo have given in a tabular form tho 
rates of wages ruling in the Provitice, 
miny bo desirable to do the samo with regard 
to the cost of living. The subjoined figures 
represent the estimated cost of the necessa- 
ries of lifo, taken on the average all the 
year round :— 


Bread, per 4 Ib, loaf... $d. to 10d, 
Beof, per Ib. ... ; Bd, todd, 
Mutton, porTh, wa 2d. to dd, 
Butter, por lh. » dd. to la, 6d, 
Tea perlb, a, a4, 28. Bd, to 8s, 
Sugar, per Ib. a Bd, to Gd. 
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Coffee, per Th. 
Potatoes, per fom a, 
Coais, per ton, about... 
Virewood, perton «., 


Js, 3d. to 1s. Ga. 
£2, 10s, to £4" 
£2. 10s. 

1s. 


one 


The total amount of Government Iand 
open for sala in the Provinca is about 
800,000 acres, and the price is 10s, in some 
districts, and £1 per acre in others, the 
purchasor selecting the block ho desires to 
ocoupy. The best of the opon Jand has 
heen purchased, though a good deal of vei 
fair quality is still nveilable. The bual 
Jand $ that, however, which offers most in- 
ducerents to intending settlers, In somo 
bushes no selection has been made as yet. 

The soil is excellently adapted for grow- 
ing crops of all descriptions, and the forests 
abound in valuable timbers. A block of 
this bush lund, 10,000 acres in extent, 
adjoinmg the Runtaniwha plains, has been 
set aside for sale on the deferred payments 
system, at & price of 10s, per acre, The 
terms on which this land may be obtained 
are ng follows The intending purchaser 
anist send in an application to the Com- 
pvissioner of Crown Lands for the Provinces 
of Hawke's Bay, aeoompanted with a deposit 
of one-fifth of the purchase inoney, Ho will 
the.eupon receive & license to Geaupy tho 
land. “In order that he maybo able to 
exchange this license for a Crown grant, it 
is further required of him—1st. That 
within tivo years from the date of the issue 
of the license, he should have built @ house 
of the value of £10 on his sgetton, and 
should have fenced or cultivated one-tenth 
of it. Qnd. That he should pay the remain- 
ing foyr-fifths ns follows —The firat at the 
end of the second year from tho dato of 

' occupation, and one of the other three at 
the end of each succeeding year till all aro 
* puid, The Jand will then become his own, 
* and he will be released from further liability 
tothe Government in connection with it. 

The block referred to is being rapidly 

+ taken up. More will be opened as soon as 

{it is disposed of, The advantages offered, 
including the permission to select, are 
greater than those offered under the Waate 
Lands Acts of any other Province in New 
Zealand. 

‘Chere is algo a very considerable amount 
of land in private hands, both improved 
end unimproved, open for sale to small 
capitalists, Many of the large properties 
which wore purchased years ago, as in the 
case of the Homewood estate, near Waipawa, 
which has been alluded to, are being ont 
up into farms and disposed of. This, as 


night be anticipated, is keen! lace 
mmunly in the distvits, through w! ioh tho 
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railroad is being carried. Farms aro to bo 
had on annual rental, if intonding settlers 
desire that form of tenure. Practically, 
however, few are thug held, immigrants 
naturally preferring freabolds, 

In Napies, all the principal religions de- 
nominations aia well vopresented. ‘I'he 
Episcopalians, Roman Catholics, Preshy- 
telions, and Wesleyans all have places of 
worship there, which are fully attonded, 
Several of ‘the inland townships aio also 
provided with places of worship ; and the 
outlying districts havo their spiritwtal wants 
attended to by tho clorgymen of moro 
populous localities, who visié them ond hold 
service periodically, 

Tho necessity for charitable aud benuva~ 
lent institutions is slight, poverty being 
exceedingly rare, A. charitable reliof iund, 
however, exists, provided in parb by prival y 
benevolence, and. in part _by a Government 
grant, Tt is under tho administration of I 
Board of gontlomen resident in Na pior, and 
no difficulty is experienced in obtaining 
relief whore the gontine necessity for it 
exists. Thero aro also to bo numberad 
wmong out charitable institutions 9 hospital 
and a Janatic asylum supported by the 
Provincial Government, aud both aro under 
excellent management, 

In regard to the oduoational system in 
force, the Act provides that the maximum 
amount of school fees chargenblo in common. 
schools shall not exceed Js. 8d, por woole 
per child, with tho provision that nob more 
then four children of one family oan bo 
charged for, In the majority of cases tho 
fees actually charged 10 as low ag 1, and 
in mony even os low as Gd, por wadlk ; ine 
deed, in country schools especially, the 
masters prefer taking tho children for 
nothing to going without thom, as by this 
they get nb least the capitation grant from 
the Government, which in tho country is 
12s, per quarter, and in the town 9s, Al! 
Government schools, moreover, are required 
to educate orphans ox andigent children 
gratis, on an order from the Inspeotor. Ro. 
ligious instruction is no} permitted to be 
given dming school hours, but may, at the 
discretion of the maxfagers, be given either 
before or after thom. All se hooly catib. 
lished either by religious denominations, or 
by any body of private individuals, which 
conform to the conditions of the Act, of 
which the main ones ara those shove men. 
tioned, are entitled to the Government 
grants, The eppointmont of tenchers and. 
the general management of tho affairs of 
most of tho achools are in the hands af locut 
Committocs, subject to the supervision of 
the Provincial authorities, Ono of the 
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Napier common schools is endowed with an 
esthto which brings ina large sum annually, 
mid o handsome and commodious school 
building is being erected iu connection with 
ite Tho teaching in all the town achools, 
and in most of the country schools, is satis- 
factory and officient. A system of inspec- 
tion was established two years ago, which 
is found to be producing good results, 
Considerable reserves were mads in all the 
townships, at the time of saley for educa- 


tional re powes, and largo additional re- 
acrves for the same purpose were seb aside 


by the Council last session, They will 
bocome yearly moro valuable, and will 
enwble tho common school system to be 
made even more efficient, oxtensive, and 
liberal than at present, A grammar school, 
where the higher branches ave ably taught 
by an Oxford graduate, exists in Napier, 
and is largely attended. It is owned ty a 
proprietary company, and no effort is being 
spared to mako 16 take rank with the best 
éstablishniont of the olass in the Colony. 
English trees have been very largely in- 
troduced. into the Province, and a good 
deal has been done of lato towards the 
introduction of English birds and fishes, 
Phensants havo become thoroughly acoli- 
matized, and are increasing rapidly. Rooks, 
artridges, and small birds brought here 
rom time to time are breeding in various 
plantations whero they were turned out. 


Another Iavge shipmont of birds loft bod; 
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England for Tawke’s Bay in November, 
1874. ‘Trout have been put into tho 
rivers, and arrangements are in progress 
for obtaining more. Altogether, the set- 
tlers avo aparing no exertion to make their 
Province as attractive a place for residence 
and resort as the best districts in the old 
country. ‘Cha rent of two-roomed cottages 
is 6s."per week, and of four-roomed, 10s, 
Thero is one Land and Building Society 
in Napior, The number of membars ia 105, 
and of shares 666, he value of shares is 
£20, 168,, and the subscription 2s, par ‘week: 
per share. Tho term fixed for the duration 
of the society is four years, but whon the 
shares reach the value of £20. 16s., which 
gonerally happens in threo anda half years, 
the society winds up, Money is lent to 
menrbers at the rate of 8 por cont, they 
being credited with interest on subsorip- 
tions paid up ab the rate of 6 per cent, 
and profit, Tho last society, which ended 
on tho 28rd of last June, yielded a return 
of 15 per cont. per annum. 
There are two savings 
interest at the rate of 4 
ou deposits up to £100, 
Thros Bonefit Sosicties,—~the Odd Fol. 
lows, Foresters, and Rechabites, — are 
ropresonted in the Province, and are flou- 
rishing, 
The Freemasons havo a lodge in Napier, 
They aro a munerous and influential 


banks, in which 
per cent. is given 


‘Ys 


. 


PROVINOEH OF TARANAKI, 


Barty Hisrony or tan Province, 


TE Province of Taranaki takes its 
name from the lofty, snow-clad moun- 

tain called by Europeans “Egmont,” and 
by the Natives “Taranaki.” According to 
Native tradition, a gront chief named Tut, 
who came from Howaiiki in a canoe named 
Aotea, gave names to all tho rivers and 
mountiins in this part of the country. 
From the same source we also learn that 
the principal tribe of this district came 
from ihe same placo in a canoe called 
fokomare, commanded by a chief named 
Manaia, who was compelled to fico from 
his native country on secount of a marder 


which ho had committed. Members of 
this tribe state that when their nncestors 
arrived in Taranaki, they found it inhabited 
hy an unwarlike raco whom they easily 
subdued. Tow long ago this happened 
they cannot tell ; but, from the names of 
their ancestors, which soma of them have 
committed to memory, and from the many 
traces of ancient fortifications upon tho 
hills, i¢ was probably some hundreds of 


years, > 
‘The history of this people is one of in- 
cessaut warfare. Tho warlike apivit of the 
aco reached its height shortly after the 
introduetion of thearms in 1820, In the 
Alexeo intertribal struggles that took placa 
p2 
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jn the twolvo years following that event, 
the tribe of the Taranaki district was 
broken, thousnnds of its warriors slain, 
and many of its people takon into captivity 
and reduced to slavery. ‘ 

The firaé Huvopeans who beheld Taranaki 
wera probably ‘Tasman (the Dutch naviga- 
tor) and his companions, in December, 
1642, On the evening of Wednesday, tho 
10th January, 1772, the renowned Captain 
Cooks first sighted the mountain, whioh, on 
the following Sunday, he named “Egmont,” 
in honour of the Iarl bearing that title. 
On the 10th Tebraary, 1772, M, Marion 
du Fresne, » French navigator, made the 
Jand here and named the mountain “Le Pic 
Mascarin,” after his ship, From this time 
to 1839, Taranaki was occasionally visited 
by whalers, some of whom established a 
station at the Sugar Loaf Islands, In 1831, 
when the Waikatos, under their great chief 
Te Whoerowhero, mado their memorable 
descent on the district to punish the 
Ngatiawa for having assisted the fighting 
chief Rauparaha—and also because Kaeaea, 
one of their chiefs, had, in a preceding war, 
crucified the Waikato chiof Taiporutu in 
the _eateway of his pa, after taking the pa 
at ulcerangiorn, and killing and dovour- 
ing several hundreds of its occupants—-they 

proceeded to attack Ngamotu Pa, near the 
ugar Loaves, This was garrisoned by 350 
Ngatiawa, under their chief Waropori, and 
six English whalers and traders, whose 
names have been preserved by the Maoris, 
These were Barrett, Love, Oliver, Wright, 
Akers, and Phillips, The besieged, armed 
with muskets and four small merchant-ship 
guns, made such a heroic defence that the 
‘Waikatos at last retreated with great loss ; 
but after the victory, the Ngamotu de- 
fonders, «with the other Natives of tho 
distiict, fled to the South, leaving tho 
country almost entirely without inhabi- 
tants, 

On the 29th April, 1834, the barque 
Harvie, Captain Hall commander, bound 
from Syduey to Port Underwood, with a 
whaling party under a mau named Guard, 
yan ashore on the coast of Taranaki proper, 
a little to the south of Cape Egmont. Lor 
six days the shipwrecked sailors wero 
treated as friends, bub on the seventh day 
a quarrel arose, in which twelve srilors and 
twenty-five Natives were slain, and Guard, 
his wife, two children, and ten seamen 
were made prisoners, Guard and several 
sailors were allowed to depart on isi 
to return with powder as a ransom for the 
others, and he proceedad to New South 
Wales. Arrived there, Guard prevailed on 
the Governor to send WLM. Alligator, 
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Caplain Lambert, with » company of the 
50th Regimont, to Taranaki, with the oh- 
ject of rescuing the prisoners. ‘Two villages 
were destroyed, many of the Natives slain, 
and the woman, childron, and othor cap- 
tives wore recovered, Among tho stoves of 
the [Tarvict was a quantity of sonp ; this 
vas taken from the vessel by the Tatives, 
baked in their ovens, and enton by the 
Maoris (who wero totally ignorant of its 
nature), with what result to thom may be 
more easily imagined than deseribed, 

In the year 1839, 2 company was formed 
in Bngland, called the Plymouth Gompnny, * 
the object of which was the establishmon: 
of a colony in New Zealand, Ts was a 
joint-stock association, which invested 
10,000 in the purchase of 60,000 acres 
of land from the New Zealand Company. 
Colonel Wakefield, acting for the company, 
in. 1839 found many fugitives from Taranaki 
on the shores of Cook Strait, and from 
them he purchased the land of their fathers, 
from which they had been driven, and to 
which tho dread of their victorious foos 
provented their return, Abont the end of 
the same year the company’s naturalist, 
Ernst Dicffonbach, procecded to Taranaki, 
He found a handful of wretched Natives 
there, living stealthily on obscure planta- 
tions hidden deep in the recesses of the 
forest, while the rest of the beautiful country, 
was completely desolate. He travelled for 
miles without meeting a single person, and. 
Seeing no trace of man exaept some de- 
sorted plantations, While there he in- 
yestigated the geology, botany, and natural 
history of the place, aud ‘succeeded in 
scaling the lofty mountain, Ho also, in 
conjunction with an agent of the com- 
pany, succeeded in purchasing from the 
few Natives in possession, their rights in 
the soil, 

In February, 1841, Mr. Carringtof, the 
company’s Surveyor, having previously ex- 
plored the coast for a site for the new 
settlement, and fixed on the Taranaki 
district, in January of the same year ar- 
rived, accompanied by his staff, and the 
survey of the districh was commenced, On 
the 31st March of that year, the barque 
William Bryon arrived with tho first batch 
of immigrants, ‘This vessel was followed 
by the Amelia Thompson, which antived on, 
the 8rd September, and by her tendetyn 
amall vessel destined for coasting, called 
tho Regina, which was unfortunately 
wrecked on tho Taranaki beach shortly 
after hoy arrival. The Oriental arrived on 
the 7th Novembor,1841, 2nd the Timandara 
on 2nd February, 1842, and these wore 
followed at intervals by the Blenheim and 
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Essex. ‘Tho immigrants “were from the 
English _ western counties — Cornwall, 
Devon, Dorset, and Hants ; they numbered. 
nemly 2,000, and were selected so carefully 
with regard to character, that for many 
Years orime was almost unknown in the 

xovines, The majority were agricultural 
Jnbourers and miners, but there were somo 
tzadesmen and professional mon. The first 
work performed was the erection of huts to 
livo in; these were chiefly constructed of 
tho broad rash of the country, aftor the 
fashion of the Natives, and were thatched 
with sedge. Ivery nble-bodied men was 
engaged in analcing roads, constructing 
bridges, and outting lines through tho fern 
and. forest lands. 

When the immigrants landed, the fow 
Natives who greeted them were miserable 
and dejected. Many of them at times were 
absolutely naked, After a while, gaining 
confidence, they camo out of their hiding 
places in tho forest, and from distant places 
on the const, in order to seo the white man, 
to marvel at his works, to trade with him 
in fish, firewood, and potatoes, and to share 
in the blankets and other things which had 
been promised in payment for the land. 
The first unpleasantness between the races 
arose through a quantity of goods which 
had been promised not being torthcoming, 
To rectify this, the Chief Surveyor, Mr, 
Carrington, wrote to Qolonel Wakofield, 
and that gentleman despatched the schoonor 
Jewess, freighted with the promised articles, 
‘The vossol was unfortunately wrecked in 
the Strait, and the Natives nover received 
the goods, bué they accepted tho intention 
for the decd. 

Aftor this affair had beon thus amicnbly 
soltled, the great chief of the Wailato 
tribe, who had conquered the tribes of 
Taranaki, sent a subordinate chief named 
Te Kaka (Anglicd the Parrot) with 200 
mon to claim the land by right of conquest. 
This claim was satisfied by the English 
Governor, Ifobson, paying the chief £150 
in money, two horses, two saddles, two 
Bridles, and 100 red blankets, A part of 
tho bargain made with the Natives was 
that one-tenth of the purchased Jand shoul 
be returned to thom when it was surveyed ; 
and im order to expedite thoir civilization, 
it was judged prudent to give them their 
reserves in the midst of the Iands selected 
by tho Huropeans, 

Ag soon as the surveys wore comploted, 
thé immigrants began to take up their 
allotments, to build and to cultivate. A 
village was soon formed on a beautiful and 
level tract of land, ebout six miles from the 
township of New Plymouth. Scareely had 
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thia been done, when a number of slaves, 
the original owners of the district, were set 
at liberty through the entventics of the 
Rey, John Whitely, a Wesleyan missionary, 
who has since fallen by the hands of those 
to whose welfare he devoted his life, These 
manwnitted slaves, who, of course, had not 
received any part of the payment for the 
land, became insolent and tyrannical, and 
demanded that tho land should be given 
up to them. At length, a Commissioner, 

‘rt. Spain, was sont by the Homo Govorn- 
nent to investigate thoir claims. Hp de- 
cided against them, and made on award, in 
favour of the New Zealand Company ; but, 
discontent still prevailing—being, if any- 
thing, rather increased by this decision— 
Governor Fitzroy reversed the gward of tho 
Imperial Commissioner, declared all tho 
Europeans trespasseis for the tine being, 
and gave back all the country lands to the 
Natives; with the understan ing, however, 
that on the extinction of the Native title, 
by purchaso or otherwise, tho dispossessed 
settlers should re-enter on their original 
selections, This was.a great blow to the 
sottloment ; many sottlers left, and further 
to reduco it, the Governor induced many 
of the Cornish miners to go to the Govern- 
ment settlement at Auckland, to work a 
newly discovered mine jislding copper and 
manganese, Some of the best settlers 
were compelled to go into tho heavily- 
timbered lands and hew out for thomselves 
forms ‘with the axe, whilo thousands of 
acres of fine opon land wero left a barxon 
and totally unproductive waste, The land 
was given baok fo the Natives in 1844, and 
during the succeeding ten years a fow small 
blocks were repurchased at great expense 
and in the face of much opposition, “Then 
a land league was formed, the outcome of 
which was the great war of 1860, 

There were, however, a few things that 
tended. to cheer the pioneers of the settle- 
ment in the midst of their severe struggles. 
The country was very healthy—tho year 
would pass without a single death ocourring 
in the community. The oarth also yielded 
abundantly—whent just chipped in with a 
mattook returned rich harvests of golden 
grain. Mills were erected, and quantities 
of fino flour exported. Grass also flou- 
rished s Dutch white clover sprang up in 
all directions; and butter soon became an 
article of export, Poultry became plen- 
tiful, and the bee produced great quantities 
ofhoney. The settler found comfort, and 
if his farm brought little cash to his pocket, 
he was amply supplied by it with all the 
necessaries of life, and was cheered by 
sooing the daisy, primrose, and othor British 
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flowers, aud all the fruits of his native coust for a distance of forty-five miles, For 
land, flowish in Inxurinnce round lus the greater pmt of this distance the land— 
humble cottage. which on the coast line is low aud rocky to 
withm a fow miles of Cape auth whilo 
4 oy cep, fiom that point it rises, and presents, as an 
Gmummat: Dasma row os sain Provinan ocean fionk, an unbroken ne of olifls ave- 
Situate on the west const of the North raging 100 fest in height—risos giaduully 
Island, between tho 38th and. 40th paiallels inland in the dnection of the mountain, nd 
of south Intitude, with a population of about is divided at intervals by valleys, wiost of 
5,400, the Province of ‘Caranaki contains, them contaming rivois or slcama, running 
in proportion to its area, a greater extent of move or loss in a direct line from the moun- 
jand suitable for cultivation than any other tain to the coast. Botweon theso valleys 
Province in the Colony ; while ity bracing aie plateaux, genoially very lovol, and the 
yet genial atmosphere, and the noted salu-- goil consists of a rich, black, ve etabla 
brity of ats climate, evidenced by the troops mould, fiom nine to eighteen inches in 
of xosy children, point it out as one of the thickness, overlying the volcanic tufa. 
most eligible settlements the intending emi- Tho following table will be of use in 
grant could select for his future home. showing the mode in which the land of tho 
Geologically, aranakt is a volcanic Province now occupied or owned by settlers 
country, The underlymg formation is a has been acquired; and as the land held 
bluish marl of the older tertimy series ; but, by Europeans under Native owners is ulso 
except for about twonty miles of tho north- given, it shows an noreago rather higher 


ern part of the Province, it is overlaid by a than that before stated ;— 
great mass of trachytic rock, Thisis covered 
with a deposit of yellow earth, consisting of 
ferruginous volcanic tufa of varying depth, 
but sometimes extending to 90 feet. In 
this tufe occurs the titanie ion sand, which 
is likely very speedily to be utilized, and to 
become a. considerable source of wealth to 
the Provinces, In addition to the peak of 
Taranaki, or Mount Egmont, which rises 
to the height of 8,270 feet, there are two 
considernblo mountain ranges ot a pictu- 
resquo chaacter, also the cone-like Sugar 
Loaf Peak and Islands, and many mdges 
and small detached hills, which are com- 
pored of trachytic rook or taachytio breccia, 

‘here the mail rises to the surface, the 
land is adapted to the production of Turo- 
pean fruits, Tho vine and the apple-treo 
thrive well upon it, On the volcanic soils, 
rapes, xoot crops, whent to some extent, 
and the peach-tree flourish, 

The area of the Provinca is 2,187,000 
sores, aud of this at least two-thirds, or 
apout 1,500,000 acres, is good agricultural 
land, suitable for settlement. There are 
only 176,000 aces in the hands of sottlas, 
The balance is still in the hands of the 
General Government and the Natives ; the 
portion at the disposal of tho Provincial 
authorities being insignificant in quantity, 
The most noticeable features of the country 
are these: Trlang the coast line, at will be 
found that the central portion of the Pro- 
vance, from New Plymouth to the Kaipo- 
kanui stream, is circular in form 3 80 much 
30, that if one leg of a gigantic pair of com- 
passes were placed on Mount Igmont, and 
4 semticirole were described with a radius of 
fifteen mules, ih would aptly delinente tho 
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Acics, 
The old settlement, including Tr- 
tarammaka, Boll Block, aud 
Omata siesta ve 88,107 
Subsequent acquisitions by pu- 
chase (Hua and Waiwakatho, 
and Tarurutangi) 4. 44. 29,098 
Military settloments —_... wy 97,800 
Confiscated land sold by General 
Government aa vv. — 10,000 
Native lands held under Crown 
grant, which have been puv- 
chased hy or leased to Buro- 
Beans m the East and West 
‘nitara blocks brs oe 10,090 
Sottled aren... ae 185,000 


Of this, only 36,744 nores wore in crop, 
or broken up ready for cropping, in eb! 
ruary, 18738. This ncreaga was in 492 
holdings, and included land laid down m 
permanent mtificial grass, 

From New Plymouth, the coast trends in 
a north-easterly direction to the Waitain 
River for a distance of about eloven miles, 
Tho land hereis less divided by gullies, and 
the soil is of the richest desorption—muoh 
of the same character as that between Now 
Plymouth and Kepokonu. Meath of the 
Waitara, the coast line .uns for fon miles in 
an easterly direction fo the Unenui River, 
and thence again in a noith-ensterly diveo- 
tion for about twenty-five miles to the river 
Mokau, the northern boundary of the Pio- 
vince, From tho Waitara northwards, the 
soil is stiffor, and well adapted to grain 
siops; while between the Oneito and Mini 
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Rivora, and especially in tho neighbourhood 
of the Uronui, the soil consists, to a,grent 
extent of a heavy olay admirably suiled for 
brick making, T'rom the Mimi northward, 
tho soil is still a clayey loom, nnd atand near 
Mokau the finest brick clay in the Province 
is to be found in inexhaustible quantities, 
of » quality suitable for the manufacture of 
tire-bricks and pottery, Before tho war of 
1860, soveral English brickmakers lived at 
Mokau, and shipped large quantities of 
bricks, but on the outbreak of hostilities 
they were forced to leave, and from that 
time no English vessel of any deseription 
has entored the river. In the vicinity of 
the Urenui River, the finest epples, poaches, 
and grapes in the Province are produced, 
all of thom growing luxuriantly, oven in a 
wild and uncultivated state, The banks of 
tho river in many places are festooned with 
vines, which, in the season, are laden with 
frnit, 

From the Keipokonui River southward, 
the coast line, forming aslight inward curve, 
trends in a gouth-ecasterly direction for some 
oy tiles to the mouth of the river Patea, 
which is the southernmost boundary of the 
Province on the const line, though not 
bounding it at any other point except at its 
mouth, tho river running its whole length 
through Taranaki. This part of the Pro- 
vince, from the sea for several miles inland, 
is, as a rule, beautifully lovel, and. mostl 
clothed with grass or clover, ‘Tho land ud- 
jacont ‘to the coast is generally open and 
covored with fern, phormium grass, or clover, 
for a distance varying from one to Afteen 
miles inland, while tho interior is densely 
wooded, 

Betaveen the Kaipokonuiand the southern 
houndary of “uranalci, the soil. is gonorally 
uv clayoy loam, much stiffer than the soil 
north of tha Xeipolconui, and very productive. 

Taranaki is divided ‘olitically into three 
electoral districta, viz. :—The town of New 
Plymouth, Groy ond Bell, and Egmont, 
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There is a general similarity in the ruling 
industries of the several districts, The 
settlers in all are engaged in agricultural 
and peat pursuits; in some, the agricul- 
tual predominutes and in others the pasto- 
ral, though in all they are more or Jess com- 
Dined. ‘Lhe Paten district, extending from 
the Paten to the Waingongoro River, is 
mainly a pastoral districé, for which ib is 
admirably fitted, being for tho wholo dis- 
taneo of some twenty-four miles perfectly 
level, except in the river courses, and covered 
with grass and_cloyer, From tho Wain- 
gongoro to the Stony River, about fifty-four 
miles, tho land is still in Native hands, with 
the exception of tho amall reserve for a 
town at Opnnako, and some 800 acres in 
priynte hands at the same placo, The 
country throughout the whole of this dis- 
tance 18 interspersed with enormous fields 
of Pharmium tenaz, the Now Zealand flax. 
Extensive mills were established at Opunake 
about four years ago, and the work of manu- 
facturing the fibre was continued until the 
autumn of 1873, when the continued fall in 
the market value of the article cause the 
stoppage of the mills, It is to be hoped that 
ere long a more economical mode of manu- 
facture may be discovered, or that the fibro 
may command. a steadier market, and conse- 

ently a steadier price, as, in either caso, 
theso vast fields would speedily he utilized, 
and would afford remunorative employment 
for thousands. Tho Natives throughout the 
district aro quite willing, and. oven anxious, 
to lease tho right of cutting the leaffrom off 
their lands, and it ‘is only the instability of 
the market, resulting already, in this Pro- 
vince nlone, in a loss of several thousand 

ounds to the enterprising promoters of tho 
Industry, which has caused the present, and 
it is to be hoped, but temporary, collapse. 

From Stony River to the ane River, 
a distance of ten miles, agriculture is tho 
ruling industry, o8 it ig also of that next in 
order, viz.i—from the Tapuac River to tho 


enoh returning a member to tho louse of Paritutu line, the northern boundary of tho 
Represontatives, For Provincial olectoral Hgmont electoral district, n distance of about 
purposes it is, however, divided into four fivo miles, mostly occupied by Huropenns. 
districts, returning fifteen members to the With the Omata block, about a mile and 
Council, viz, :—New Plymouth, 4 members; a-half beyond the Taptae, commences the 
Groy and Bell, 6; Omate, 3; and Prtea, 2: old settlement (as distinguished from tho 
Omata and Pater boing subdivisions of tho military soltlements and the confiscated 
Egmont District. Tho settled portion of land), viz., the Provincial estate provious to 
the Provirteo is, for rond-reting purposes, 1863, which, however, also included tho 
divided into twenty-six districts, each under detached Tataraimaka block of 4,000 acres, 
the management of three Commissioners ‘Lhe Grey and Boll Electoral distriot, from 
oleotod annually by the xatepayers, who, at the Paritulu line to tho Mokau River, the 
the same meeting, vote the rate for the dis- northern boundary of the Proyinee, has a 
trict for the engning year; tho Commis- coast line of about forty-five miles, Of this, 
signers auperintending the expenditure of at different intervals, and on an averago for 
the money raised by the rate, two-thirds of the distance, Nativo lands 
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abut on the coast. The remainder of tha 
coast line bounds land owned by tho sot- 
tlers. Agriculture is the principal industry 
of this portion of the settlement. ‘Tho 
general features of the district have been 
already described. ‘Tho flax industry has 
yeceived a check in the remainder of the 
Egmont district and in the Grey and Bell, 
ag well agat Opunake; and of nino factories 
for the manufacture of the fibre, which were 
at one time ab work in the Province, not 
one ig at present in operation, 

Seven years ago there was only ono 
town in Taranaki, viz, New Plymouth— 
the spot on which the pilgrim fathers of the 
settlement landed in 1841, and which gave 
its name to tho Province; for, until 1858, 
it was known as the Province of Now Ply- 
mouth, an Ordinance passed by the Legis- 
lative Council in 1868, altering the title to 
“Paranaki” There were besides two vil- 
Inges, viz., the Hua and Omata. 

Now Plymouth contains about nineteen 
handred inhabitants, and is the seat of the 
Provineial Government. ‘Ihe aspect of the 
town from the sea is charming, with the 

round gradually sloping upwards from tho 
Beach, and a dark gree belt of bush still 
rising in the middle distance, until the land- 
scape culminates in the glorious background 
of thé majestic snow-clad cone of Mount 
Egmont, ‘Lhe central point of the foro- 
ground is Marsland Hill, crowned with the 
immigration barracks, most commodious, 
but certainly not prepossesying in appear- 
ance, In front nd to the right and left of 
this point, churelies, chapels, id. houses aro 
to be seen peeping from amidst the tres, 
which have been plontifully planted by tho 
settlers, During the war, for a while, the 
whole of tho inhabitants of the Province, 
together with the Imperial troops stationed 
in Taranaki, were crowded into a portion of 
the town surrounded with trenches, New 
Elveuth then for tho first timo became 
unhealthy, consequent on some five thousand 
peopla being crowded into a space barely 
snfficiont for t quarter of that number. It 
is, however, x very healthy place, and the 
dip of the land towards the sea supplies it 
with officient natural drainage, At the 
census of 187], the nomber of houses was 
yeturned as 5695, of which 428 wero in- 
habited, 166 uninhabited, and one building. 
Since then, however, great progress has been 
made. Very fow houses are now unin- 
Jinbited (ik fhet i is difficult to rent a 
house), and many additional ones have beon 
built, including several shops and stores of 
a stiporior description, and the really hand- 
some building belonging to the Bank of New 
Zealand, built during 1873, 
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Lying on the beach at Now Plymouth, 
and along the coast of the whole of the 
Provinee, but in greater quantity in the 
vicinity of the town, is to be seen in great 
quantities—constituting, in fact, the prin- 
cipal part of its materiel-—the fir-fimed, 
put until lately unused, ‘aranokd iron sand, 
This hithorto undeveloped resource is abont 
to be utilized. wo valuable serms of clay 
havo lately been discoverod, aud aro now 
being worked in the immedinte vicinity of 
the town, from which very good. bricks aro 
boing made, the immediate result being 
that the price hay been xeduced from 
£7. 10s, 40 £5 por thousand. Tho town 
also contains one iron foundry, ona bout 
building estublishment, two breweries, one 
soap and candla manufactory, and two 
printing estublishments, viz, thosa of tho 
Laranaki News and the Taranaki Herald. 
Tn tho suburbs, are a fannory, and a wool- 
scouring establishment, ‘Tho town is under 
the management of a Town Board, tha 
members of which aye elected hy tho rate- 
payers, 

'wo towns have been established since 
tho war, viz,, Raleigh, more generally known 
ag Waitara, at the mouth of the river of 
that name, and Carlyle, on the Pateu River ; 
the former ten, and the Inter ninety-five 
miles from New Plymouth. 

Fiom its situation at the mouth of a tidal 
river ensily accessible to yessola of from 100 
to 200 tons hurden, Raleigh will ore long 
bo a town of some little consequence, more 
especially when the railway runs through! 
it, and thus brings to it the stocle and pro- 
duce of the southern part of the Provinca 
for shipment, * 

Carlyle now numbers more than 160 
inhabitants. Tho Patea River is accessiblo 
to veasels of smmall tonnage, 

The land is generally suitable for agri- 
culttral purposes, grasses well, and when 
grassed carries from six to eight sheop por 
acre. With the exception of a strip of 
open land, varying in breadth from one to 
seven miles, tho whole face of the country 
ig covered with heavy bush, in which there 
is much valuable timber, ‘Che land is gold 
by anotion at an upsot price of 10s, per 
aera for bush, and £2 per aero for open 
around. 

There is at present very little land in the 
hands of the Provincial authorities and 
open for sule, Under the New Zealand 
Settlements Acts, all the confiscated Innds 
Were vested in the Goneral Government 
for ponposes specifiéd in those Aots, and 
all the sales Intaly mado have been sales of 
confizcated Ind. Inds which havo been 
noquived from tha Natives by purchaso, or 
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over which tho Nativo title has become ex- 
tinguished other than by confiscation, avo 
lmown as wasto lands of the Crown, and 
tho gross rovenwe arising from the snle of 
auch lands, after deducting tho salary of 
the Receiver of Land Revenue, is handed 
over to the Province and treated as Pro- 
vinoial revenue. Such heing the case, we 
may cite as Jand which will ore long be avail- 
bie for Provinoial purposes, first, the valu- 
able block Imnown as the Puketapu, and 
containing abont 30,000 acres, tho purchase 
of which from its Native owners has lately 
leon completed by Mr, Parris, tho Native 
Commissioner of Taranaki, ‘Che district 
commences about twelve miles from New 
Plymouth, and is sitaate between the Mon- 
gonui and Waiongoua Rivers, It is geno- 
rally level and covered with valuable 
timber, the bush having the advantago of 
being more open and less encumbered with 
undergerub than is generally the cago with 
tho forest Jand of Now Zealand, 

A jarge tract of Ind has been acquired 
ly purchase from the Natives by Mr. 
Parris, on behalf of the Govermment, in 
tho Ngatimaru district, commoncing some 
twenty miles from Now Plymouth, and 
situate on tho north bank of tho River 
Waitera, A. great part of this district is 
suitable for agricultural purposes ; the re- 
moter portion of it is, however, principally 
valunblo at present for the totara growing 
on it, There is a great demand for this 
timber in connection with the railway works 
now in, progiess, Already, heforo tho land ia 
open for sale, several ap nications have bean 
reeaived from parties desirous of forming 
companies for utilizing tho totara by felling 
and floating it down tho Waitara to 
Ruloigh, whore thoy propose to erect steam 
Buy-mills, 

Ohareoul burning is an occupation which 
might bo pursued with advantago in clear 
ing tho bush, Most of the New Zealand 
rrwes make excellent charcoal, and the iron- 
sand smolting companies will require largo 

juantities of it, besides what would be pur- 
chased by private fumilics, 

The soil of Taranaki is, a3 a rule, admi- 
rably adapted for root crops, The sugar 
beet might bo cultivated with profit if a 
sugar factory were established. 

Of the 90,000 acres hell by residents, 
nbout 30,000 acres are fenced, and about 
35,000 under cultivation, including land 
Inid_ down in permanent grassos. “Small 
holdings of about 60 neres are to be pur 
chasod at a comparatively cheap rate, viz,, 
yi from 10a, to £1 per acre, unimproved. 

‘oxy Jittlo Improved land is open for sale, 

The manufachure of flax fibro has ceased 
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pro tem, and that of iron from the sand 
has not yeb been practienlly commenced, 
Through wan’ of method, or from apathy 
or some other cause, timber is impoited trom 
other Provinces and the local sawyers undey- 
sold, Perhups the cause may be the want 
of facilities for shipping off timber, ‘Tho 
average price of red pine is about 16s, per 
100 feet. 


Inpusrrigs: PRESENT AND Possip.r. 


There are numerous branches of industry 
which might bo pursued with profit in 
Taranaki, Some might bo entered upon 
without capital, somo with very little, while 
others are stich as could only be conducted 
cithor by porsons of large capital, or by 
an association of small capitalists as a 
company. 

OF thoso which require little or no capi- 
tal there are :—~ , 

1, The Manufacture of Charcoal, which 
would find a ready sale, and would prove a 
remunorative mode of clearing» bush farm, 
most of the Now Zealand trees heing con- 
yertible into yood charcoal, 

2 Lobacco Growing and Curing,— 
Tobacco grows luxuriantly on the cleared 
bush Jand ; but waut of the special know- 
ledge required for properly curing the leaf, 
prevents its being cultivated except by tho 

‘orig, who are not particular as to tho 
flavour of the weed.” > . ‘ 

8, Pickles and Fruit Preserving —Al- 
though fruits and vegetubles of overy 
desoription grown in tha temperate zones 
flourish hero, yet, strange to say, all tho 
pickles and jams consumed aro imported, 
A. more fuvourablo locality than Taranali 
for the growth of all the various vegetables 
used in the manutacturs of pickles 1b would 
bo diffloult to find ; and the establishment 
of a factory, for which vory little capital 
would be required, would be of great servico 
in giving marketablo valuo to the pickle 
vegatables which could be ‘raised hy the 
settlors in theix gardens, The manufacture 
of jams could be combined with the pickle 
factory. 

4, Oultivation of the Vine—Tho planta- 
tion of vineyards might be entered upon 
with overy chance of success, s0 fat as soil 
and climate are concerned, In the vioinily 
of Nantes, in Brittany, and other places in 
which the manufeeture of wine is a leading 
industry, the mean temporature is consider. 
ably lower than in “aranaki, and the soil 
not better adapted to the vine, Excess of 
moisture is certainly unfavourable to the 
cultivation of grapes for vineyard purposes, 
but when the dense inland bush is to some 
extent cleared, and the xainfall thereby 
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diminished, the climate will become more 
and more favourable fo the vine, Mean- 
while, on many of the hill slopes with any 
nspeeb between north-east an north-west, 
the occupation of vigneron might be followed 
with profi by adopting the system of Dr. 
Jules Guyot, the efficacy of which against 
rains and cold is generally recognized in 
France, 

5. Hop Growing. —There are two patches 
of hops cultivated in Taranaki, containing 
each ahout two acres, one in its fourth and 
the other in its third year of plantation. 
‘These thrive well and yield good returns. 
The soil and climate scem to suit the hop 
admirably, and growing them on o large 
scale would prove a lucrative ApectTation, 

Among the industries which would re- 
quire capital to develop them avo :— 

1. Phormium Fibro Rope Factory.—~-Tho 
immense quantity of Phormium in the Pro- 
yinee, and the ease with which it can be 

‘ot at, would render a rope-walk @ pro- 
table spectlation, Very little capital 
would he required for the undertaking, 

2, Phormiun Fibre Sackeloth and Bag- 
iny, Factory,—Tho establishment of a 
factory for fibre spinning and conversion of 
the material into sackcloth and Dagging 

would demand some capital, but woul 

amply repay aby company that entored 
upon the speculation, ‘Lhe extensive mills 
belonging to the Opunake Flix Company 
could be obtained at e reasonable rata, 
and, the factory might be built in their 


Vieinity. 

3. Beetroot Sugar Faclory.—In many 
parts of the Provinco, heets rich in saccha- 
xing juices night bo grown, Jf must not 
he forgotten that soils most favourable to 
the deyclopment of the root are often not 
equally adapted to the deyolopment of the 
juices, The most favourable goil for tho 
dovelopment of ‘saccharino xichness in tho 
beetroot are chalky loams or clays, Ponty 
Joams, so fertile for grain crops, are little 
favourable to beet, which becomes poor in 
sugar, and, nboye all, when grown in such 
soul, contains abundantly ants of soda ond 
magntsia, which rendor the juice unctystal- 
liable.” The proposed establishment of 
sugat refineries in the Qolony affords 
additional reason for turning to account the 

+ adaptability of the soil of Taranaki for tho 
cultivation of sugar beet, 

4 A Wodllen Factory might be esta- 
lished with every Prospect of success, 
5, Meat Preserving, by salt ox otherwise, 
would answer. 
6. Fish Opring might be profitably 
sarried on, a3 we haye lange quantities of 
fish off our ‘shores; kahawai, schnanver. 
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hapuka, yock cod, &., besides shoals of + 
herrings, 

%. Lron-stnd Smelting. — Although ono 
lage fornace for the melting of jron-sand is 
in courao of erection, and it is oxpected 
that another will ho commenced bofore the 
end of the year, thore is_yot an opening for 
any number of works of tha same deserip- 
tion, the supply of ore on the beach being 
practically inexhaustible. 

A. vory Jarge aren of the Provinces of 
Taranaki is forest land, in which timberand 
firowood are yory abundant, ‘Tho trees ara, 
with two excoptions, overgreen. Most of 
thom bear blossoms conteining nectar, on 
which the introduced honey bees and many 
of the Native birds feed. Tho’ blossoms 
are genorelly not remarkable for honuty, 
but they are interesting, and many of 
them slightly odorous. ‘Tho best. timber 
from general purposes is that called by the 
colonists red pine. It is a red, close-grained, 
resinous, somewhat brittle, but durable 
wwood, and is tho product of a very hand- 
some treo allied to tho cypresses. Tho 
branches droop and the leaves ave small and 
imbvicated, so that the terminal shoots re~ 
semble somo of the Capa heaths, ox the 
sinall sodum, commonly called stone-crop, 
fhe red pine (Native name, rimu) makes 
excellent furniture, taking & high polish, 
and. frequent) exhibiting ® pretty grain, 
It is extensively usod for building purposes, 
Thero is another excellent wood called 
totare, The treo producing it is allied 10 
thoyow, This timbor is nob ao plentiful in 
the Provines ag the red pine. Tho timber 
of tho kahikatea, or white pino, is usoful 
for furnituvo and in-door building purposes, 
hué is useless for oxterior, work or owt-of 
door purposes, ns it deonys rapidly whon 
exposed, A treo called puriri, producing 
tealc or ironwood, is found near to the sea 
and afew miles inlund. ‘The timbor is vory 
durable, and is used for bridges, piles, 
wheels, and carts, Tho rata, ayory otivious 
treo of tho myrtlo family, which is at first a 
parasite, but afterwards embraces and 
strangles ‘the tree which supported it in its 
youth, yields a dark red, heavy timbor, usc- 
ful for wheels, carts, and waggons, and for 
the benms of ships, It burns fresly, ond 
is tho host of firewood, Tu mules very good 
charcoal, as do also the towal, tawa, puritt, 
zimu, and seyeral other denizens of the 
Zenlond forest. Tho pukatea is a handsome 
tree, the heart timber of which is uged for 
fencing ; sawn, itis also used for roofing- 
boards, The kohekohe yields a gaod fone. 
ing timber, and also makes very shingles, 
Bosides theso, there are many trees produc~ 
ing wood of a softer nnd lear durable 
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character, many of which ave used for rough 
temporary fences and for fuel. 

For ornamental purposes, the bush pro- 
duces many shrubs, fern trees, and small 
ferns ; but very few of them can bo oulti- 
vated with facility, and the settlers prefer 
importing hardy trees. 

Abundance of exceedingly durable stone, 
rather hard to work, is found upon the sea 
beach, in small volcanic hills, in the beds 
of streams, and in the mountains, Sand- 
stone of a coarse and soft character exists, 
but not to a great extent. Oonl exists on 
the northern boundary line of the Province, 
and possibly also on the south-eastern line, 
‘Tho coal is that known as hydrous brown 
coal: it is hard and glossy, and frequently 
contains a quantity of fossil resin, which 
assists its combustion very considorably. 
Dr. Hector, the New Zealand Government 
Geologist, says, in his xeporb on the coal- 
deposits of Now Zealand, that from the 
existence of senms of this coal on tho Mo- 
kau River, north of Taranaki, and on most 
of tho tributaries of the Wanganui River, 
it is probable that an extensive brown coal- 
ficld exists in this portion of the Island. 
‘Traces of this conl have also been disco- 
vored at Tonguporut, aamall river south 
of Mokau, Very pars erystuls of sulphur 
have beon obtained from Kaitake, a pic- 
tiresque voleanic dyke, of considerable 
elevation, about twelve miles fron New 
Plymouth, ‘Traces of petroleum are very 
apparent at tho Sugar Loaves, and traces 
of copper oro and graphite qo sometimes 
met with, A phospliate of alunina, called 
Taranakito, ia found ab the Sugar Loaves, 
comonting the blacks of trachytie breccia 
of which the Islands ave composed, But 
the most important minoral known to exist 
in Tevanaki is titaniferous iron-sond, ‘Chis 
sand oxists in the voleanic tufa which sur- 
rounds Mount Egmont, and is found nearly 
pare in the bed of every trickling rill. On 
tho sea ‘beach for many miles it is in inex- 
haustiblo quantities, Jt is of a very dark 
blue colowy, sparkles in the sui-light, and 
jg magnetic, Tho beach sand has yielded 
G1 per cent, of iron of the finest quality. 
‘Until lately great difficulties were expori- 
enced in reducing it, but these, it is be- 
lieved, have been overcome by using cakes 
of powdered charcoal mixed with olay. 
‘Works for reducing tho sand by this me- 
thod, aud upon a considerablo scale, are in 
course of construction. It has been stated 
that gold exists towards the northern and 
castorn boundaries of the Province, in the 
vieinity of Tuhua. 

There axe two flour-mills, one worked by 
steam, one by wator, 
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Lazour Manxer, anp Cost or Livia, 


Farm Labouvers.—Thero is a seavolty of 
these jn the Provinte, though ‘not as yob 


very grent, 
‘am Female Servants aro in domand; 
especially good dairy hands. 

Mechanvics—In most branches thoro is a 
sufficiency, but only s bave snflicionoy, 
and increase of population would creato 
demand, more especiully if works aro in 
progross. 
owrers,—T'or theso there is a ateadily 
increasing demand, ub Gs, to 7s, per day ; 
and if works ave to be carried on at 0 rea- 
sonable rate, the number of Iabourers must 
he largely increased. 

Domestio Servanis—There is a stendy 
demand for female domestic servants in 
the Province. If women of a suitable class 
are introduced, the demand will tend to 
increase instead of diminish, as industrious 
and respectable girls who, as domestic ser- 
yauts, have undergone a sort of preparation 
for household duties, are much sought after 
for wives by our out-settlers, and vory soon 
become employers instead of employed. 

Married Couples—An_ occasional de- 
mand to occupy detached farms ; genorall 
pasturage for a certain number of cattle 
given, an acre or two for garden, house, 
and abont £1 to 25s, por weels. 

Singlo Men bs, to 7s. per diem, Gone- 
vally 6s. por diom to men of the old settlor 
stamp, who can turn their hand to any- 
thing in tho shapo of farm work, At por 
week, from £1 to 2%s,, with keep. 

Singlo Women—ho principal demand 
would be for dairy hands, and these might 
reckon on getting from £26 to £30 por 
annum and keep, 

Mechanics —Current rates are—Black- 
smiths, Og, to 103. per diem; bricklayors, 
‘7s, to Oa. ; carpenters, 7s, to 93,5 coopers, 
about 10s, (little demand); painters, 7s. 
to 93.5 shoemakers, 8s. to 10s, ; tailors, 8%, 
to 108, 

Female Cooks, about £30 to £35 por nn- 
num, Little or no demand, 

Female Domestic Servants, £20 to £80 
peranniim, Steady demand, 

OF all tho Provinces, ‘Taranaki offers the 
greatest advantages to the potty capitalist 
or small farmer immigrant. Land inferior 
in quality to nono in the Colony, and sups- 
rior to most, is obtainable a6 a reasonable 
rato and within reasonable distance of a 
town, whother Now Plymouth, Raleigh, or 
Carlyle. ‘True, most of it is covered with 
forest, but this is rathor an advantage than 
a drawback to the industrious small farmes 
settling down on his 60-acro section with 
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the determination to make a home in the 
bush. ‘The Iand when cleared and burned 
is at onco ready for cropping, being in this 
vespeat very different to the open fern 
Jands, which require several workings be- 
fore they are fit to receive a rep, and in 
fact yield little or nothing until plentifully 
manured, Again, tho settler in clearing 
jis farm, 80 soon as he has a pair of bul- 
locks and cart, and a patch of giass land 
for the former to graze on, can convert his 
bush into cash by carting firewood or char- 
coal to town, Itis oven not necessary that 
heshould himself have land grassed for tho 
bullocks, in commencing, if, as is generally 
the case, he can make terms with  neigh- 
bour for right of paddocking his cattle, Ho 
can thus immediately turn his timber to 
account in clearing his location. He is also 
provided with firing at the cost of a little 
Jnbour only, True, agricultural produce 
does not command so Tigh a prico as in 
localities possessing the benefit of a har- 
bour ; but the settler and his family would 
enjoy plenty, His little farm would ina 
short time be Inid down in grass, with a 
few acres in root crops and onts for green 
food, to supplement his joie in rearing 
cattle and sheep, and a fow acres in grain, 
&e,, for home consumption, A few pigs and 
any number of fowls could be kept at little 
expense, for pigs make flesh rapidly hore, 
and every description of poultry thrives 
wonderfully, picking up most of the feed 
in the bush, 
_ Meohunics will find work at rates much 
higher than thoso current in the United 
Kingdom, whilo the necessnries of life are, 
with the exeption of clothing, generally 
much lower in price, It must, too, be 10- 
membered that if current wagos of mechr- 
nics aro lower here-than in somo of tho 
other Provinces, house ront and prices of 
commodities ave lower, the former espe- 
efally, than anywhere elso in New Zenland, 
which is more than an equivalent for tho 
difference of wages. Most of tho mecha- 
nics, as algo the Inbourers, invest their sav- 
ings in the purchase of land and stock, 
thus becoming in a few yenrs landed pro- 
prietors and owners of flocks and herds. 
Labourers of any class will ab least, even 
in the worst of times, never feel the pres- 
sure of want. Wages have never been 
mutch below 6s. per diem for able-bodied 
men, and now it does not seom probable 
that they will go helow from 7s, to 6s, per 
diem for somo years to come, 
a oxen, per yoke, from £20 to 
30. 
Working horses, each, from £20 lo £20, 
Oows, about £6 each,  - 
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Sheep, from 12s, to 17s, 6d. each, 


Retail Pricea, 


: 

Bread, per 4ib, loaf, Od. 

Beef, por lb, 2d. lo Bd. 

Mutton, por Ib., 2d, to 5d. 

Pork, pet Ib., dd. to 6d. 

Bacon, per 1b., 9d. to 11d. 

Butter, por lb,, nceoding to season, 
fo ls, 4d. 

Cheese te lish), per lb., 1s, 6d, 

Cheese (Colonial, per lb,, LOd. to Is, 

Ten, per Ib,, 2s, 6d. to 4s, 

Coffee, per 1b., 18. 4d. to 2s, 

Sugar (brown), per Ib,, 6d, to 7d. 

Sugar (loaf), per Ib. 10d, to 1s, 

Milk, per quart, 3d. to 4d. 

Potatoes, per ton, £4 to £5. 

Tirewood, per ton, 75, to 10s, 

Coal, per ton, £3, 

Soap, per Ib, 4d. to Gd, 

Beer, per quart, 1s, 

Tobuceo, per lb. 4s. 6d., to 6s, 

Fowls, por pair, 2s. to 3s. 

‘Turkeys, each, 29. 6d, to Bs. 

Ducks, per pair, 28. 6d, to 8s, Od. 

Geese, cach, 5s. to 6s, : 

Clothing, 50 per cont, advance on English 
prices, 


Rexicious Bonits axp Provisions 
ror Epucarton. 


Tho following are thg iumbers of the 
several religious denominations in the Pro- 
vinee, approximated from the Jatest xe. 
turnsy viz — 





About 
Bpiscopalian Church ... 2,700 
Presbyterians se 860 
Roman Catholics oe HOU 
‘Wesleyans a G60 
Independents 50 
Buptists 50 
Primitivo Methodists .,. 400 


Other denominations aud 


not described 400 


6,000 

Tho above numbers include the whole 
estimated population, infants and children 
of tondor years heing returned as bolonging 
to the religion in which it is the intention 
of their parents to bring them up, 

Thore is accommodation for public wor- 
ship for about 3,000 people ont of a total 
population of about 6,000, ‘There is, how- 
ever, a want of clergy to ndminister ab the 
different churches and chapels, The fol- 
lowing are the numbers of the clergy of the 
vaiions sects and denominations, vi. +— 
Rpiseopalion Church, 2; Preshyteyian, 1 
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Roman Catholic, 1; Wesleyang, 24 Inde- 
pendenis, 0; Baptists, 0; Primitive Me- 
thodists, 1; other denominations, 0; 
total, 7, 

Besides these the Wesleyans and Pri- 
mitive Methodists aro assisted by local 
prenchers, 

The Church of Tngland is under the 
Auckland Synod ; the Presbyterian under 
the Auckland Presbytery. 

The following is an abstract of the Or- 
dinance regulating the educational system 
of tho Province, The Central Board of 
Education, from which emanate all ge- 
noral regulations for tho management of 
achools established or carried on under the 
Ordinance, consists of six members, nomi- 
nated by the Superintendent, with the 
approval of the Provincial Council, the 
Suporintondent for the timo being acting 
ec officio as chairman. No member holds 
office for more than four years from the 
date of his appointment, but any member 
is cligible for re-appointment. 

Whenever the Board considers it ad- 
visable that any locality in tho Province 
should be constituteda separate educational 
distriet, ib proceeds to call a public meoting 
of ull male persons, being householders in 
tho district, ubove the ago of twenty-one ; 
and the Aot provides that the Chairman 
must attend the meeting and give informn- 
tion 1ogarding the provisions of the Or- 
dinanco and the proceedings proper to bo 
tokon under it, Should a majority of the 
votors ab tho mecting decide on rating 
themselves for educational purposes, ina 
yato not exceeding £1 per anutim on each 
houscholder, aud further declare their Wwill- 
ingnoss that the district be formed into an 
educational district under tho Ordinance, it 
is g0 proclaimed by tho Superintendent in 
the Provincial Gazette, 

Tho householders of the district next 
proceed to elect a» Looul Committee of 
three or six members, of whom a majority 
must be parents of families, One member 
of every Local Committee of three, and 
two of every Local Committee of six, 
retire annually, At its flvst meeting each 
Local Committes proceeds to elect a chair- 
men, who has hoth an original and a casting 
vote, The duties of the Local Committees 
consist of keeping the accounts of moneys 
received and expended in their respective 
districts, certified accounts of which have 
to bo sent to the Board of Education 
annually 5 of establishing schools, fixing 
the salary of the teacher in each district, 
and rogalating the amount of school fees ; 
and generally of managing the educational 
matters of theit districts, The Committeo 
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also has the control of the district school- 
room, and determines the purposes for 
which it may bé used at any time exeept 
in school hours, subject to any regulations 
made on that behalf by the Board. 

No teachor can be appointed until he has 
produced to the Board certificate of 
qualification from Wer Majesty’s Committeo 
of Privy Council on Education, or from 
the Inspector of Schools, or trom some 
other person appointed by the Board in 
that behalf, 

Power is given to the Board to assist 
schools not situate in educational districts, 
and also denominational schools. 

The School Connnittes of any district 
may excuse paymont of school fees by 
parents, and admit children to free educa- 
tion in any school appointed under the 
Ordinance, on proof that the applicant is, 
from extreme poverty, unable to pay. 
Payment of rates can also, under cortain 
circumstances, be dispensed with; but 
there is not, in fact, a 1ated educational 
district in the Province, and the ratin, 
clauses of tho Acts are practically null an 
void, 

The fees payablo ara 10s. per quarter for 
each child under ten years of age, and 16s. 
per quarter for each child over that age. 

As a rule, poverty and want are all but 
unknown in Taranaki, Every one able! 
and willing to work: can find employment, 
und the painful spectacles of distress and 
muey which strike the eyo at every tun 
in old communities, aro here unaeen and 
unheard of, There are, however, occasion- 
ally cases in which present assistance is 
required, oither from. sickness, accidonts te 
body or property, and sometimes even from 
canses for which tho sufferer is alone to 
blame, such a4 over-indulgence in intoxica- 
ting liquors, &c. To meet such cases, about 
£260 is voted annually by the Provincial 
Council, and its distribution committed to 
an unpaid Board named by the Superinten- 
dent, with the consent of the Council. 
This Board investigates all cases brought 
to its notice, and grants ordors for roliof, 
cither in money or provisions, or both. 

For cases of sickness and casualties there 
is the Provincial hospital, a commodious 
range of buildings most healthily situated 
on the slope of a hill to the south of the 
town, Applicants for admigsion either 

roceed to tho hospital before eleven o'elock 
in the forenoon to be examined by the 
medical officer in charge, Dr, Rawson, or, 
if unable to do so, send and inform the 
doctor of their state, and their desire to bo 
admitted. ‘Tho doctor, after inspection, if 
he considers any cago one requiring hospital 
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treatment, immediately admits the patient, 
Accidents aro taken directly to the hospital 
and adinitted into the casualty ward at any 
hour. No order or recommendation is 
required in any oase, and the hospital is 
free to all persons unable to pay; for 
instance, labourera and others who, by rea- 
aon of their atate, are debarred from working 
for their living. Persons able to pay are 
charged 2s, per diem, A separate ward for 
Maotis is attached to the building, and also 
a lunatic asylum, Out-patients are at- 
tended to before 11 a.m. each day, and some 
are visited at their own houses. 

The Province makes a grant of £400 per 
annum in aid of tho hospital funds, and 
algo pays the cost of repairs and additions 
to the building. ‘This sum 1s however 
often found insufficient, and the deficit is 
mado up by means of a reading or musical 
entertainment, the proceeds of which are 
given to the hospital, or by voluntary con- 
tributions. 

The houses here suitable for mechanics, 
labourers, or persons of small means, are 
generally built with a lean-to, and with four 
rooms, viz,, two in the main building and 
two in tho lean-to, A. larger house would 
be, say four in the main building and two 
in the lean-to, A four-roomed ‘house, as 
above, could be rented at from 3s, Gd. to 5s, 
per week, according to size and situation ; 
a six-roomed house at fiom 6s. 6d. to 8s. 6d. 
per week. Houses of more pretensions as to 
‘Appearance, and larger as to number of 
ryooms, can be rented at £20 and upwards. 
To cach houso or cottage thee is nt- 
tached, as a pule, at least a quarter-acro of 
garden, 

The average cost of orecting cottages is 
about the sama in town and countiy, 
nautely—J'or a four-roomed house, chimuey, 
&e, completo, from £100 to £1203 a six- 
roomed house, chimney, &c., £160. 


Hints to Eareranrs. 


Most especially are emigants warned 
against ¢noumbering themselves witha large 
outfit, or with auy more articles of any 
sort than they would require during the 
voyage and for the first few months, or say 
4 year, after their arrival. rue, apparel is 
eheaper in England than here, but it must 
not he forgotten that in ordinary boxes the 
moth and damp make sad havoc, and the 
owner, on arrival atthe port, will probably 
find most of his or her elothes spoilt, Ap- 
parel oad only safely bo brought out in 
soldered tin eases : therefore, the emigrant 
should only bring out little, if any, more 
than tan conveniently be taken ont and 
aired occasionally during the voynge. 
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Though he should encumber himself with 
as fow gencial articles as possible, yet ho 
should be furnished with some means of 
allaying the tedium of a long voyage ; some 
interesting books, school-books also, with 
which to teach hia children, if compotent 
to do so, if not let him still bring tho 
books. ‘Tho clergyman of his pavish or 
somo other person would tell him the most 
appropriate educational works, There will 
be sure to be some porson willing and able 
to pass his time in a useful manner by im- 
parting a few hours’ instruction a day to 
any children that may be on board, ‘The 
mother will find plenty to do itt making 
and mending for the children, and keeping 
them clean—a matter of the first importance 
on board ship. The father, if not teaching, 
should turn his hand to some ocenpation— 
sey net-making, assisting the sailmaker, 
anything but idleness, 

With regard to the route, by all means 
try to avord transhipment: take a vessel 
bound direct to the port of disembarkation, 
your destination, If that cannot bo done 
conveniently-—if, for instance, you would 
havo to watt too long for a ahip for Now 
Plymouth direct—if possible take a ship 
bound to Nelson, the most convenient port 
for transhipment*to New Plymouth, 

On arrival at New Plymouth, the immi- 
grant will probably first procesd to tho 
immigration dépét. He should make as 
short a stay there as possible ; he should 
lose no time before Joolcing about him for 
something to do, and should. accept any- 
thing in the shupo of work rather than 
remain idle, Working hows are by no 
menns long—from 8 aim, to 6 pm, with 
on hour lowed for dinner; and oven 
while working at whatever ho has get his 
hand to, he can still be looking about him, 
and making inquuies for something better 
if not perfectly satisfied with his then occu- 
pation. He should not forget that a handy 
man in the colonies should be able to turn 
his hand to almost anything, and tho moro 
versutile his means of making himself 
useful, the moxo steady ond tho higher 
wages ho will command. 

The immigrant is strongly recommended, 
when he leaves the dép6t with his family, 
not to go into lodgings, but to take a smal i 
cottage nt once, A very little furniture 
goes a very long way at first in the colonios, 
and he will be astonished at tho variety of 
uses to which ‘Paaieing oases and boxes can 
bo turmed. few stretchers, in lion of 
beds, can be obtained cheap, and. a form or 
two may replace chairs for a short time, 
until he has bagun to count his savings, 

Xhe emigrant has been regommended nog 
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to burden himself with much outfit, but 
Jet him bring out all the money available 
instead. hig had better be paid into some 
Bank enrying on busmess in New Zealand, 
and the depositor fuamshed with » draft or 
letter of credit for the amount on the 
bianch bank at tho place of his destination, 
Or money can be brought out by means of 
Post Offico Orders. ‘The ummigrant had 
better nob bring cash: thero may bo too 
many tonrptations to spend it mm gambling 
ov otherwiso during the long and tedious 
hous of his voyage, Io had hetter not 
Ining it in Bank of England notes, as dis- 
count will he charged on them for the 
exchange. Ife will, [ am assumed, feol the 
advantage of this advice when he lands at 
lus destmation, with the knowledge that, 
come what may, he is not destatute, but has 
a little deposit in the banle which will 
insme him and his family agamst many 
ttle tiials which ho will see his move 
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improvident fellow-passengais called on to 
unt Fi 

A building society was established in 
New Plymouth in Qotober, 1866, underthe 
title of “The Tarannkt Land, Building, 
and Investment Society (Peimanent),” 
The full valuo of shares was fixed at £20 
each, and conditions of membership, pay- 
meut of 3s, per month on ench shme, 

Series A was paid off in June, 1872, tc, 
after eighty monthly payments of 3s, 
Therefore, £20 was received for the paoy- 
ment of £12, spread ova that period, Band 
Oseries have also beon paid off, and a series 
38 now pnid off every six months. Tho Jast 
series issued was seiies M. ‘Ten per cent, 
is charged to boirowers fiom the Society, 
In all tho series, A to M intlusive, 4,711 
shares have been taken up sinco the Society 
commenced operations, representing, when 
paid off, £94,000, 


PROVINCE OF AUCKLAND. 


rae enrly history of the Piovinoe of 

Auckland is, in a grent degice, iden- 
tical with that of the Colony of Now 
Zenland. This portion of the country was 
tho frat in which a Emopean landed ; in 
this the missionaries of region began, and 
mainly emried on, their enterprise, tho 
‘effects of which, in a social and_politicnl 
point of view, have been extremely impor- 
tant ; here was the scene of that celebrated 
taansaction oalled “tho Treaty of Waui- 
tangi,” on which the British Governmont 
‘ultimately based their right of sovereignty 
over thess Islands; in this Piovmes a 
British governor first resided; ond the 
locality in which the city of Auckland now 
stands was chosen by the first Governor as 
tho site for the capital of New Zealand. 


Description of THR Province, 


The Province of Auckland comprises 
within its boundaries nearly one-half of 
the Nowth Island of New Zealand. Being 
the most natherly potion of the Colony, 
its climate is warmer than that of any other 
Province, Tho southern limit of the Pro- 


vince is the 39th parallel of Jatitude Gouth), 
and its most noxtherly point is within a few 
minutes of the 34th pmallel, The climato 
is exceedingly pleasant and salubrious, and 
remarkably equable, being free from ox- 
tiemes of heat and cold, Looking to 
Europe for s comparison, we should 
probably select Greece ag possessing a 
climate most resembling that of Auckland. 
Owing to the Jaige seaboard and the pieva- 
lenoe of sea hieezes, the summet heat 1s not 
nealy go great as in similar latitudes on 
the Austiahan continent The same causes 
socount for the absence of long droughts, 
and for the more abundant morsture, Irom 
observations taken at the two meteorologi- 
cal stations in this Province, it appears that 
during the year 1872, rain fell ab Auckland 
on 186 days, and ab Mangonui {about 160 
aniles north of Anetlind) on 180 days, The 
highest temperature in the shade registered 
by the thermometer at Auckland during 
that year was 90°4, and the minimum 34°0, 
After: the hottest days in summer, tho 
nights are ravally so cool that a blanket 
cannot well be dispensed with, Theo is 
nono of that oppressive closeness ef atmo- 
Q 
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xphere which characterizes English summer 
nights ; « vefreshing breeze from the sea 
towards the land cools tho air, and renders 
it exceedingly pleasant. In the winter, 
heavy rain falls, and occasionally there is 
a very slight nip of frost ; but snow and ico 
are almost unknown. The beautiful climate 
of Auckland has always been ono of its 
greatest attractions, not only to persons 
coming from abroad, but also to those resi- 
dent in the Colony, ‘The healthfulness of 
the climate ts strikingly indicated by the 
fact that during » period of ten yeara the 
births registered in the Province exceeded 
the deaths by 12,112, During the month 
of February, 1874, tho births of 107 chil- 
dven were registered, and only 19 deaths, 
The percentage of deaths to births was thus 
only 17°75, a very much lower average than 
prevails in England and other European 
countries, Wise and stringent precautions 
having been taken by the Government, 
small-pox has never succeeded in making a 
lodgment in this Colony. Serious epi- 
demics of any kind have happily been 
unknown. Cnses of measles and scarlet 
fever are also of rare occurrence, ‘Tho 
diseases most prolific of fatal results are 
diarrhcea, , dysentery, and diphtheria, the 
victime being mostly children, Tho chief 
causes of death to adults is shown by sta- 
tisties to be phthisis, heart disease, ‘and 
apoplexy. The climate of Auckland is 
specially beneficial to asthmatic pationts 5 
and the northern portions of the Province 
—particularly the Bay of Islands—are 
recommended by medical men for persone 
suffering from diseases of the lungs, ‘The 
warm Jakes and sulphur springs in the 
Rotorua districts have become famous for 
the onre of rheumatism and kindred 
diseases, Medical statistics have beon of 
such a satisfactory character as to load to 
the suggestion that British troops, when 
withdrawn from tropical climates, should 
be stationed for some time in the Province 
of Auckland, in order to recruit their 
health, instead of being romoyed at onco 
to England. It may be mentioned that 
there are in the Province of Auckland 
several settlements formed by Nova, Sco- 
tians, who left that Colony in search of one 
free from the severe Canadian winters, and 
who havo been remarkably successful in 
farming sections of the waste lands of the 
Province, The Government offor every 
Possible sndoemnent for ihe formation of 
such special settlements, by setting a) 
blocks mt land fice, and aiding Se ae 
grants on arrival. 

The folluwing remarkable table is ex~ 
tacted trom the well-known standatd 
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work, “The Story of New Zealand,” by 
Arthur 8, Thomson, M.D,, Surgeon-Major, 
58th Regiment — 














Infantry, | Infantry, 
United Now 
Kingdom, } Zenland, 
Fovord ve vey os 78 4 
Bruptive Fevers... q 1 
Diseasos of tho lungs. 171, a4, 
Disenscs of the livor.., 8 3 
Discasos of tho sto- 
mach aud bowels,,, 63 "1 
Diseases of tho brain. aT G 
Dropsiea wc eas 2 _ 
Rheumatic aftections.. Ga 85 
Venereal affections .., 277 30 
Abscosses and ulcers., 124 8d 
Wounds and injurios., 58 79 
Corporeal punishmont 8 = 
Diseases of tho oyes... 48 46 
Diseases of the skin.,, 96 7 
AN other diseases .,, 62 AB 
Total .., | 1,044 605 











“This table is thus read :—Out of every 
1,000 soldiers in tho United Kingdom, 73 
were annually admitted into hospital with 
fevers, and out of every 1,000 soldiers in 
New Zealand, only 4 were admitted with 
fevers.” 


Naroras, Propvors, 


Tho native yogotation of Auckland is, 
without exception, evergreen, ‘Lho forests, 
in winter os in summor, avo leafy; and 
grass which becomes withered during tho 
summer months, springs wp rapidly with | 
the winter yains, Apples, poars, end othor 
exotics, or imported trecs and plants, with 
few oxceptions, shed their leaves during tho 
autumn and romain bare, as in England, 
throughou6 tho winter season, Tho Auok- 
Jand forests differ very much from tho 
Australian bush, inasmuch as there is hevo 
a thick aud almost impenetrable under~ 
growth, Obief sanohg the plants formin 
this lower vegetablo kingdom, aye beantifu 
ferng, of which 180 species aro found, 42 of 
which aro unknown in any other country. 
Tho supple-jack, a strong running plant, 
which orosses and twines itself through tho 
shrubs and trees, is an obstruction to loco- 
motion through the bush. ‘There are mauy 
very protty flowering shrubs, and the nikau, 
a small species of palm, tha pith of which 
is edible, is found nearly everywhero. Con- 
siderable areas of land around Auckland. 
are covered with ti-treo, which on poor aoil 
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is stunted, forming bushes of from 1 ft. to 
6 ft. high ; but under better conditions it 
grows into 2 tres of considerable height, 
and is much esteemed as firewood, and for 
the knees of vessels, being very hard and 
durable, Other lands, of medium to good 
quality, ave thickly covered with 2 species 
of fern, the root of which is edible, and is 
Jargoly used by the Maoris, who heve 
attained to grent skill in cooking it so 28 
to render it palatable. The Phormium 
tenas, or, as it id moro familiarly termed, 
New Zealand flax, grows in all parts of the 
Province, but is most prolific in moist 
ground, The fibve of this plant is tho 
Strongest material known, silk excepted ; 
and ity preparation has created an impor- 
tant industry. It is at present chiefly used. 
for cordage, but it is gradually coming into 
use for the manufacture of textile fabrios. 
The leaves aro sword - shaped, tapering 
gradually from the bottom, where they are 
thick and woody, and are largely impreg- 
nated with a white gum, of avery adhesive 
nature, which more or less permeates tho 
whole loaf, ‘This gum hag been used to o 
very small oxtent for commercial purposes, 
and might doubtless be more largely utilized. 
Another product, growing profusely in 
swamps, is raupo, the leaves of which are 
tough and dwable, and are largely employed 
for tho construction of temporary bush 
houses, The Maoris ara adopts at this 
work, and settlers frequently avail them- 
selves of their skill, ‘tho xaupo makes a 
really excellent thatch. 

‘The Tunjortty of the cottages around 
Auckland have plots of garden of greater 
or Jess oxtent, and in some of theso overy 
variety of English flowering plant may be 
found. Wowers grow with remarkuble 
Juxuriance, many English greénhouse planis 
attaining great perfection in the open air, 
The horticultural shows held periodically 
in Auckland are such as few countries 
cau vival, 

The seonery of the Auckland Province 
is enchanting, Hill und valley, woodland, 
yough cliffs, and quiet little secluded bays ; 
broad. rivers, Iakes, and rough mountain 
torrents ; waterfalls, geysers, boiling springs, 
yoloanis cones, beantiful natural terzecs, 
and many other marked natural features, 
grouped in the most picturesque forins, and 

ilded with bright sunshine, tend to make 

ew Zealand what it has frequently been 
enlled—the natural home of the poot and 
the artist, 

‘Lhe timber of the Province is one of its 
most valuable products, and (as will be seon 
by statistics given in the list of industries 
forming part of this paper) it has been the 
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source of a considerable income to the Pro- 
vince. In addition to the Inrge amount of 
wood used for local purposes, there is an 
extensive export of sawn timber from 
Auckland to all parts of New Zealand, 
the neighbouring Australian Colonies, and 
the South Sea fslands. Chief anong,the 
timber trees—indeed, the king of the Aucle- , 
land woods—is the kauri pine. These trees 
in some instances have been found 16 ft, in , 
diameter and 160 ff. in height, On mm‘ 
average they may be estimated as yiolding, 
when sawn into conveniently-sixed hoards, 
between 6,000 ft. and 7,000 ft, of timber, 
the market price of which at the mills is 
from Qs, Gd. to 11s, Gd. por 100 ft, The 
wood in some kauri trees is prettily marked 
or mottled, and is in great demand for 
cabinet making, which gives it a special 
yalue, As an illustration of this, we may 
instance a kauri tree out some time ago by 
a settler residing about eighteen miles north 
of Auckland. ‘he trunk of this tree was 
40 ft. high and 87 ft. in circumference, 
and it yielded, when sawn, 22,000 ft, of 
rich mottled kauri, which was sold for 
£500, leaving, after deducting £200 for 
expenses connected with the cutting of 
the tree and getting it to market, a clear 
rofit of £300, The kauri is valuable 
‘or shipbuilding as well as all general pur- 
joses, and hus been classed at the Germanic 
loyd’s. It furnishes oxcollent spars for 
vessels, and it is with this timber that 
nearly all wooden buildings in Avelland 
aro erected, Strange to aay, the tree does 
not grow furthor sonth than 37° 80’Iatitude. 
It is accordingly unknown in the forests of 
the southern part of Auckland Proyinco, 
and in all other parts of the Colony, It is, 
however, very plontiful north of Aucldand, 
and for about thirty miles south of that 
city, Second in importance to the keuri is 
the kahikatea (mown in the Southern 
Provinces as the white pine), This is a soft 
wood, and. is used in Auckland mostly for 
inside work, for which it is very well 
adapted, - Tha rimu Gometimes called red 
pine) is greatly esteemed for the manufic- 
ture of furniture, It is a very good timber 
treo, but much more difficult to work than 
kauri, and in overy way inferior to that 
timber for general purposes, ‘The totara 
another variety of pino, ishighly valued for 
piles and similar purposes'; tho pwriri for’ 
posts, rails, aud house blocks, being remark- 
able for ite durability. The pohutukawa, 
which bears large red flowers, blossoming 
about Christmas, is in great demand for the 
Imeos of vossels, being vory hard, aud 
having a natural yond in the trank,” Tho 
trees above named aro tho largest and most 
‘ 
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valuable woods of the Auckland forests 3 
bot thero are nearly 100 other varieties, 
many of which have speciat yaluo for block- 
making, others for furniture, &o, It was a 
common practice, some years ago, for 
settlers to fell nd burn off the timber for 
the purpose of improving tho soil, but thoy 
now recogniza it as a source of revenue, and 
it is customary, where practicable, to fell 
and square the trees and float the logs to 
the nearest snw-mill, ‘Che Government aro 
also taking stringent slops to stop the whole- 
sale dostrnotion of valnablo timber on 
Government lands, ‘Tho forests aro now 
properly regarded as actual wealih with 
which Nature has endowod the Colony. 

Auckland Province, like the rest of the 
Colony, is destitute of native quadrupeds, 
The forests may be traversed without the 
slightest danger from wild bensts, and also 
from noxious reptiles, for there are none, 

Thera was formerly a species of native 
dog, supposed fo have been introduced by 
zone vessel that had called at the Island 
Jong ago ; thore was also a native rat; bub 
both ‘fog and rat are extinct, the latter 
living been killed off by the Muropean rat. 
In many parts of the bush there are wild 
Vigs, the offspring of those introduced by 

fyptain Cook and others; and pig-hunting 
may be regarded as ono of the sports of the 
country, , 

The sportsman will find plenty af game, 
Pheasants, acolimatized, ure very plentiful in 
the Provings of Auckland, ‘There are also 
native pigeons, ducks, and watorlow), Teo- 
imaing of an cnormous wingless bird, known 
ag tha moa, have heen discovered in variang 
purta of the Provineo ; but the bird is now 
oxtinet, having probably been hunted down 
by the Natives for food, Other wingless 
hirds, of amall size, peouliar to Now Zea- 
Tand, ave found, but havo now become 
rpro, Lhe morepork, tui (or parson bird), 
koninako (or bell bird), and a» number of 
amall parrots, relieve thosilence of the woods, 
‘There are, however, but few native singing 
birds. Starlings, rooks, sparrows, and 
other English birds have been introduced, 
and are becoming numerous, ‘The sen 
teoms with excellent table fish, the mullet 
and sohnapper being especially esteemed. 
Eight varieties of whales, two of dolphins, 
three of seals, and sharks, are caught along 
the const. Sharks are Jugely used by tho 
Muoris for food, 

Minsrat, Resovners. 

_ib ia now many yeurs sineo gold was first 
discovered at Coromandel ; and to the Slat 
December, 1873, nob lesa than 853,688 
ounces of tho precious metal had beon ox- 
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ported from tho Province of Auckland 
alone, There is reason for believing thut 
the range of hills commencing at Capo Col- 
ville, aud extending in 1 moro or less con- 
nected chain across tho Island, will bo 
found auriferous in localities as yot unox- 
plored. 

Tho conl measures of this Provineo nro 
oxtensive and wide sprend, In several 
places, large seams crop out upon the am- 
froo, ‘Chis is tho case at tho Kawakuwa, 
Waikato, and Whangaroi mines, which 
alono have been worked, and hava slrend: 
yielded a large amount of yoo coal, Worl 
at tho Whangarei mine Ins been snepended 
for several yours, owing ta tho flooding of 
the mine, which abuts on tho beach, At 
Kawaknwa, tho seam in the mine averages 
124 ft. in thickness, and_100,000 tons have 
been taken ont, At Waikato, the scam 
being worked varies from 6 ft, to 18 ft, 
lying horizontally, and yields a fino coal. 
At Whangavoa, a thick seam of pitch coal 
has been found, but has never been worked, 
Brown coal has been found at Matakana, 
Drury, and Mokau. At Drury, this coal 
wag worked nine years ago, but the ming 
was closed in consequence of tha cost of 
carriage ab that time, Probably when tho 
Waikato railway is completed, the mino 
will bo re-opened. At Waiapu, Raglan, 
Ooromandal, Pavengarenga, Awhitu, Whan, 
and other places, coal has been found, 
Vory Inyo con] deposits oxish on Lho West 
shore of the Mrith of Thames, An Muglish 
company is about to epon a mine in this 
locatity ; und the sile being conveniont for 
shipping, the succdss of the enterprixa may 
be anticipated, 

hora are in the Provinces two sources 
from which it is bolioved thal on large. 
amount of iron will nt somo future day be 
obtained, ‘The chief and beat known of 
these is tho ferruginous sand found upon 
and near the sen shore, ‘Lhe other form in 
which iron {s found in thig Province is the 
ordinary ivonstono, A sample of stone ob- 
tained fiom a locality not disclosed las 
been tested, and has yielded 9 very luygo 
percentage of iron, ‘he motel, together 
‘with pieces of the stone, was placed on vlew 
in the Auckland Musewn, ‘The Provines 
Tins never been fairly proationt for iron- 
stone, which is belicved to exist in suvoral 
oxtensiye tracts of country. Limostono js 
abundant in many purts of the Provinces, ns 
alzo is coal, so that these two prinuipal ele- 
ments necessary to the reduction of ivan ore 
ave reudily obtainable, The iron trade ts 
one that will bo largely developed in tho 
future, and which offers how & goad fisid 
for the investment of enpital, 
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For many years, copper mines were 
worked, with English capital, at the islands 
of Kawau and Great Barrier, The per- 
coninga of copper obtained was large, and 
the lodes of considerable magnitude ; yet 
the undertakings proved unprofitable to 
those engaged in them, and the mines, al- 
though not by any means exhausted, wero 
abandoned. ‘This want of success was at- 
tributed to tho deamess of Inbour and the 
wont of cheap coal, In addition to the 
Jodes of copper above mentioned, others aro 
said to have been discovered, 

Silver and lend have been obtained in 
moderate quantities from the gold-bearing 
reefs of Coromandel and the ‘Lhames, but 
no well-defined and distinct lode of either 
metal has yet been discovered. ‘Tin, with 
one exception, and that on the Thames 
gold-field, has nevor been found in the Pro- 
vince, 

Good cement has been found in the Ka- 


wakawa coal mine and other parts of the, 


Province, and its preparation for market 
has been commenced nt Mahurangi. Fire- 


.clay, found in tho Waikato district and 


othor places, has been put to 2 more prac- 
tical test. Waikato fire-clay was employed 
in the retorts at the Auckland glass works, 
and found equal to the best Stourbridge 
clay, Good clay for bricks exists in man 

parts of the Province, and prick-making is 
earvied on extensively, Pottery clays hyve 
80 far beon applied only to the coarser kinds 
of ware, such as drain pipes, & Dr 
Hoshstetter, whon in Auckland, directed 
attention to a series of extensive senins of 
olay on the Karaka Flats, boyond Drury, 
which ho pronounced to Le eqnal to the hest 
Bohemian clays, Theso senms have not 


-beon opened up. 


Petroleum has beon found in various dis- 
tricts of the Province, and a company to 
tost the kerosine springs of Poverty Bay has 
been formed, the plant for which hus beon 
obtained from America, ns well as some 
nen acquainted with the oil-workings 

here, 


Anwa Ann Exenye op Srrroement. 


‘Cho total area of land in the Province of 
Auckland is computed at 16,500,000 acres, 
of which tha portions sold from the Ist of 
April, 1856, to the end of 1872, wore 
1,675,471 aores, Tn March last, there re- 
mained in tho hands of the Provincial Go- 
vermnent 1,800,228 acres; but much of 
this is poor land, which cannot fairly bo 
classed as suitable for scttlement, ‘The 
General Government ralains in its posses- 
Sion the confiscated lands in tho Waikato 
‘and Manulau districts, of which 517,000 
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noresy are still available for settlement, 
There are other confiscated Iands on the 
East Coast. The Government are now pur- 
chasing from the Maoris large blocks of 
land, which will materially increase the area 
available for occupation by immigrant. 

By the agricultural statistics of 1873, it 
appears that there were 3,842 holdings in 
tho Province, and 224,578 acres had beon 
broken up ; 88°36 per cent, of which had 
been laid down in grass, and ave rapidly 
heing individualized, From the 1st of 
July, 1872, to the 30th June, 1873, titles 
wore issued by the Native Zands Court to 
aboriginals for 221,776 acres in this Pro- 
vinco, The maps of claims made in the 
Native Lands Court up to 30th June, 1878, 
include 2,977,958 acres i the Auckland 
Province, These legal operations are pre- 
liminary to the power of selling by the 
Natives, 

The Province is divided into counties, 
electoral districts, and highway districts ; 
but a simplo division, which will easily 
be understood on reference to a map, is thab 
formed by the isthmus on which the city of 
Auckland is built, We shall, for conveni- 
ence, divide the Province into two parts, 
namely, that lying north and that south of 
the capital, In pursuence of this division, 
we shall speak first of the north, 

The Isthmus of Auckland is formed by 
her indentation of tho Waitomate Harbour 
on the East Coast, and the Manultau on tho 
Weat. North of the city, the Province 
forms a peninsula about 200 miles in length, 
and of an average breadth of about thirty- 
five miles, varying from six at tho narrowost 
to sixty-six miles at its widest parts, ‘Ubis 
peninsula is indented on the West Const 
by the Kaipara arbour, an immense inlet 
of tho sea, which, with tho rivers flowing 
into it, affords water communication to 
abuut 900 miles of country, and drains 
about a million and a-half acres of Innd, 
much of which is of good agricultural 
quality, Thero is o bar at tho entrance to 
this harbour, but it is navigable by vessels 
of the largest tonnage, A. considerable 
proportion of the land around the Kaipara 
Harbour produces valuable timber; two 
Jorge saw-mills ave ab work in tho district. 
Various settlements have been formed along 
the shores of the harhow, chiof of which 
wre the Albert-land settlements, on blocks 
of land allotted in forty-ncre grants to 
Nonconformist immigrants who arrived in 
the Province in tho years 1862 and 1863, 
A large portion of the land so alienated 
from the brown has not been settled upon, 
but is held by porsons resident in Auckland, 
from whom it may be purchased at alow 


a 


248 


price. Tho many settlers who have gone upon 
their Jands are stendily improving them, 
The Wakoa River, which is navigeblo by 
large vessels for nineteen miles from its 
mouth, and for boats many miles further, 
discharges itself into the Kaipura Harbour, 
The land on the banks of this river is 
heavily timbered, and well adapted for 
settlement. The Orvawharo, Otamates, and 
Hotea Rivers, falling into the Kaipara, also 
open up much good land, suitable for the 
location of immugrants. North of the 
Kaipara, on the West Coast, is Hokianga 
Harbour, which also opens up a considerable 
aen of wooded land, and is the outlet of o 
large timber trade, The climate is specially 


‘adapted for fruit-growing, On the Bast 


Coast of the peninsula, there nto several 
good harbours, including the Bay of Islends, 
one of tho finest harbours in the world, aud 
Mangonui, also a capacious and safe har- 
hour, ‘These ports have been whaling 
stations from the earliest period in the 
history of the Colony, and aro also the 
natural outlets of important agricultural 
districts. Thore are still thousands of acres 
in both districts suitable for settlement, 
much of which may be purchased cheaply 
from private owners. an Auckland 
auction mart, during the year 1874, good. 
land at Mangonui was knocked down at 
Jess than 2s, on acre. The Government 
hold 16,000 acres in that district. 

The whole of the peninsula north of 
Anekland is more or less settled by a very 
scattered population, located mound those 
pats of the coast where an outlet for pio- 
duce is obtainable. There are, however, 
shill large districts available for settlement, 

‘The land is generally broken and of very 
unequal quality, many tiacts being baron 
and unfitted for tilluge, while thore is much 
good land, and such as offors nt en~ 
couragoment to settlers with little capital 
but possessing a practical Inowledge of 
forming. Tho large seaboad has givon 
1iso t0 a flect of smart outters and schooners 
builé in the Province, which trade between 
the various const settlemonts and Auckland, 
‘The chief pursuit of the northern settlers ig 
the rearing of cattle, Sheep-breeding is 
axtending ; but the cultivation of cereals 
has hitherto heen carried on only to a very 
Hmited extent, a 


Tsthanus of Auckland, 


The Isthmus of Auckland, connecting 
the northern peninsula with the southern 
part of tho Province, is about twenty-five 
imilos long, Nearly the whole of the 
Jand upon it is well cultivated aud fenced, 
‘The farmers specially study the rearing of 
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pure-bred stock, and their flocks include 
somo of the iincst sheep in Ue Colony, the 
produce of Mnghsh unported atock of first. 
élass quality, In addition to sheep-bi ceding, 
grazing and the growth of hay engage the 
attention of tho fmimers settled within, 
twenty miles around Auolkland. ‘The 
cultivation of root crops has beon neg- 
lected ; wheat, with the present domand, 
ig found to be most profitable, Tho land 
along the isthmus is generally undulating, 
broken, however, in many places by the 
conos of small voleanoes long oxtinot, 


Southern part of the Province, 


Drury, a sottleoment on tho Great South 
Road, twenty-two miles south of Auckland, 
standa at about tho terminal point of tho 
isthmus, Beyond that point the Brovince 
widens out until it attains a bieadth of 
over 200 miles, The distanco from Auck- 
land to the extromoe south-eastern limit is 
also about 200 miles. Tho centro of this 
great tract of country south of tha onpital 
is watered for 300 miles by tho River 
Waikato, and its tributary the Waipa. The 
‘Waikato is the longest and most important 
river in the Oolony. 1t tales its rise at 
tho Tongariro and Ruapehu momtains— 
two voleanoes 7,500 ft. nnd 9,106 tt, high 
respectively, situated in tho Province of 
Wellington. About thirty-five miles from 
its source, the rivor becomes lost in n fresh. 
water luke twenty-five miles Jong, cnlled 
Taupo, within the boundaries of tho Province 
of Auckland, and emerges on tho southern 
side of tho Ink, ab an elevation of 1,250 ft. 
abovo the sen level. It flows for some miles 
along tho Kningaroa plain, an almost level, 
and at present bare and unoultivated tract 
of Jnnd of light quality, sloping to the Epst 
Coast, and which would “probably grow 
splondid grass, Tor many miles along tho 
course of the river the county is of volcanic 
origin, and is all of it Native tornitory, The 
land here is vory much brokon, and in domo 
parta heavily timbeved. For thirty miles, 
the river flows across an extensive table- 
Iand, some portions of which aro 2,000 fL, 
above the sea level, aud which is compara~ 
tively unexplored. The Waikato Rivor 
emerges into settled territory no few miles 
above Cambridga, a fiontioy Muropean aot. 
tlement 104 miles from Auckland. The 
country from that township to Ngaruawahia, 
whore the Waikato is joined by the Waipa 
River, is nearly all good ngricuttural Jand, 
and is being rapidly brought wader cultiva- 
tion, In the Cambridge district alone, 
thero are 27,000 nores Inid down with grass 
aud 12,000 acres in crop. In Te Awamutu, 
an ndjoining frontior district, 160 miles of 
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fencing have been done, 16,000 acres Inid 
down in grass, gud 1,500 fat cattle ae sent 
anntully to the Auckland market. 

Other Waikato districts show equally 
favourable results, In this part of the Pro- 
vince, settlement has been more successful 
than in auy other ; and that tho settlers do 
not themselves consider their position inso- 
cure because of their occupying confiscated 
lands, may be inferred from tho fact that 
land within eight or nine miles of Cam- 
hvidge township (which is only a few miles 
from tho boundary of the confiscated coun- 
try) is valued at £8 per acre, and township 
acro allotments at £120, ‘This land was 
mostly purchased from tho military grantees, 
a fow years ago, at a vory trifling prico; and 
it has more than quadrupled in value during 
tho past four years, The Waipa River, 
which joins the Waikato ot Ngaraawahia, 
is navigable as far as Alexandra, the fron- 
tier European settlement in that direction, 
Between the two rivers there is an extensive 
chain of swamps, much of which will no 
doubt ultimately be reolaimed by drainage, 
Although settlomont has not extended. along 
the Waipa so pid as on the Waikato 
River, very considerable progress has been 
made, Tho Waikato district is reached 
from Avtckland by a good metalled road, 
which strikes tho river where it bends west- 
ward in its course to tho sea, thirty-eight 
miles south of Auckland, A. railway is 
also being constructed by the Colonial 
Government. ‘To the cast and west of this 
road, before it reaches the Wnikato River, 
sottlomonts havo been formed. Amongst 
thosa to the west, Mauku, Wainku, and 
Pukekolio axe the most extensive, South- 
west of Drury, there is a large aren of land 
wholly unfit for cultivation, but containing, 
it is bolieved, good pottery olay, which 
hag not heen tested, Beyond this, where 
the land is of good quality, with a fair pro- 
portion of forest, sottloment has gone on 
very rapidly, ‘To tho east of the Waikato 
River is the Thames Valley, watered by two 
largo rivers, with tributaries, This valley 
eontainy some splendid land not aa yeb 
settled upon. Farmers in this district 
would obtain a good and convenient market 
fox their produce at the gold-ficlds town- 
ships situated at the mouth of the rivers, 
‘The chiof settlomonts on. tho Hast Const of 
the Province south of Auckland, are Tan- 
tanga and Poverty Bay. Around Tawanga 
there aro extensive tracts of undulatin: 
land, on which English grasses, fruits, an 
root crops grow luxuriantly ; and thore is a 
faiv oxen laid down with wheat. The har- 
bout is navigable for vessels of considerable 
tonnage, anc is well sheltered. Poverty 
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Bay, like the Waikato, is aggociated in the 
minds of persons not possessing local know- 
ledge, with the idea of Native disturbance ; 
yet so rapid has been the advance of settle- 
ment in this district, that there are now 500 
houses, 300 smiles of fencing, 280,000 acres 
oceupied by Europeans as sheep runs, 
10,000 acres occupied for grazing and til- 
lege, and 15,000 sheep. atho Government 
owns n large quantity of land in that district 
available for settlement. 

On the West Ooast of the Province, south 
of Auckland city thriving settloments havo 
been established at Raglan (which possesses 
avery good harbour) and at tho Manukan 
Heads. About 1,000 pigs, 1,200 bales of 
prepared Phormiumn, besides wheat, oats, 
potatoes, &c., are sent to Auckland annu- 
ally from. the port of Raglan alone, Lime- 
stone and coal are found in the district, and 
Jime-burning is carried on to a considerable 
extent, In the Raglan or Whaingaron dis- 
trict, and the adjoining district of Karioi, 
many thousands of acres of good land are 
available for settlement, 


The Lake Dist ict, 


About thirty miles inland from Tauranga, 
and connected with that settlement by a 
line of coaches, is the Auckland Inke dis- 
trict, abounding with the most wonderful 
natural phenomena, There avo three large 
and many sniller lakes, the water in somo 
of which is of a sky-bluo colour, Tor miles 
the surface of the earth around Rotorua and 
Rotomahnne Lakes is in a state of porturba- 
tion : holes and puddles filled with boiling 
mud abound everywhere. ‘The groat attrac- 
tions of the district, however, nro tho geysers 
and magnificont terraces. Theso wonderful 
terraces ure formed by x silicious deposit 
from the warm—in some places boiling—- 
water that flows over them. ‘The chiof 
torraco, or rather sees of terraces, ono 
above the other, is 800 it, at the base and 
360 ft. high, the front hging of eiroular 
form, and tho whole structure gene. and 
stately in appenrance. On the lower ter- 
races are hols filled with the waym water 
flowing over, and forming natural marble 
baths, ‘The water in them is of a deep blue 
tint, and tho surface of tho terraces exhibits 
a great variety of colours, pure white, pluk, 
and blue predominating, This district is 
now much frequented by tourists, as well 
as by invelids suffering from rheumatism, 
sciatica, white swelling, &., and it will 
doubtless, when better imown, attract visi- 
tors from Hurope. ‘There is a large area, of 
mable land in the district, which the Natives 
are willing to lease, and this is being rapidly 
acquired by the Government for settlement. 
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The Gold Fields, 


About thirty miles eastivard from Auck- 
land, is the extensive mountainous penin- 
sula named Coromandel, Numerous quartz 
veins run through the primary voeks, and 
it is in theso that the gold is found. 
Mining operations were commenced in tho 
creeks at Kapanga, whero rough gold, 
washed out of the hills, was discovered, 
This deposit was of small extent. ‘The 
hills wero then prospocted, and mining 
carried on with varying results, and it is 
still continued. During the first olevon 
months of 1873, 8549 tons of stone 
were orushed in the Coromandel (that is, 
the Kapanga) district, and yielded 14,867 
ouners of gold, Tho Lhames gold-fiold, 
altuated on tho same peninsula, further 
aouth, was oponed in August, 1867, much 
Inter than Coromandel ; yebit has altogether 
outstripped tho previously-prospected gold- 
field. ‘Tho population m tho townships 
and employed in mining is estimated at 
10,000, and tho district yields an averago 
of 10,000 ounces of gold per month, ‘Tho 
right to imine is procurable by any ono who 
chooses to pay £1 per annum for that 
privilege, ‘The miner’s right thus pro- 
cured, entitles a person to entor upon and 
work any unoccupied ground within tho 
boundaries of the gold-field, Thero aro 
also good openings, for persons having a 

ractical knowledge of mining, in the tri- 

ute aystem, under which mining companies 
Tet portions of thoir propertios to working 
minerg, the payment being a percontage of 
the yield of gold, ‘Tho richness of this 
field is indicated by the fact that amongst 
the pioneers the six ownas of Ilunt's 
claim, ono of tho first taken up, obtained 
25,000 ounces of gold. in a fow days’ work. 
Tho Golden Crown paid £200,000 divi- 
dends in twolve months; and the Cale- 
donian mine subsequently yielded len tons 
of gout in about the same period of time, 
and distributed .£572,000 amongat the 
abaveholders, Other mines hive piven 
handsome returns, although less dazzlingly 
ich than those mentioned. The gold-flelds 
offer great attractions for the investment of 
capital and the omployment of Inboury Ab 
the present time labour is scared, both at 
_ the Phamece and Coromandel; and a sufi- 
ecient number of practical miners cannot. ho 
obtnined, ‘The Government are taking 
measures to open up now ureas for ruining 
in both districts ; and at Coromandel the 
constrvation of tracks, or forest paths, has 
been followed “by remarkably succesaful 
reautlts, areas of promising auriferous land 
being taken up along the line of road. 
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There is liltle doubt that tho wholo of the 
peninsula from Cape Colville to Te Aroha 
mountain, a distance of 120 miles, ia more 
or less auriferous, and will afford omploy- 
ment to « large mining population for an 
indefinitely lengthened poriod of timo, 


Porunation AnD Prineran Towns, 


Tho population of the Province of Auck- 
land, exclusive of aboriginals, according to 
tho census taken in 1871, was 62,335. ‘The 
present population is estimated ab 66,000, 
Tho population of the city of Auckland, 
with suburbs, is about 21,000, Second in 
population is tho town of Onchunga, 
situated on the Manukau Harbour, six 
miles from Auckland by road, which was 
shown by the consus of 1871 to possess 
x population of 1,913 souls, Both the 
Manukau ond Auckland Tarbours are 
navigable for vessels of tho largest ton- 
nuge ; but the entrance to the Matukan is 
obstructed by a bar, and requires to bo 
approached with caro, When caution is 
used, howovor, the harbour may he entered. 
with perfect sufety ; and ib is mainly hy a 
lino of steamers trading to the Mannan 
that Auckland maintains communication 
with the Southern Provinces of the Colony. 
Those vessels come to the wharf at Ono- 
hinga, Railway traing ron. vegulaly bo- 
tween the two ports. Lhe Wnitematy (or 
Auckland Tarbour propor) is a magnificent 
Tnnd-locked water, branching — westward. 
from the Hauraki Gulf, and capable of 
uffording seouro anchorage to hundreds of 
Jango vessala, ‘he city of Auckland js built 
on tho south dant, on rising ground, and 
hay n very Pistuesenua appenrance, A. 
wharf, 1,690 fb, long, has been constricted 
opposite tho contre of tho town, Tt affords 
accommodation for vessels of vory lava tone 
nage, including the magnificent steamers 
now employed on the English mail sorvico 
wid San Wrancigoo, A graving dock, 
capable of taking in large vessols, is to bo 
soon commenced, and will greatly onliance 
the prevent excollont commercial facilitios 
of tho por, Tho Waitamate Tarbour 
extends fifteon miles beyond Auckland, 
affording wator-way to several country dis 
tricts, ab present very thinly sottled, Prom 
one of theso settloments, Inown as River- 
head, alino of railway has been constructed 
by tho Government to connect the Waito- 
mate with the wotors of tho Knipara Tu 
bow, m2 immense inlet of the sea on tho 
West coast of the Province north of tho 
city of Auckland, ‘This railway is to bo 
extonded to Auckland, 26 will open up oa 
considerable area of good agricultural Iand 
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north of Auckland, now diffioult of neces, 
and will afford communication by steamer 
and rail to the whole of the settlements on 
tho Kaipara Harbour, The Waikato Rail- 
way, the construction of which is rapidly 
Progressing, will, when completed, bring 
he country for cighty miles south of 
Auckland into direct communication with 
tha eupital. ‘The shipping faade of Auck- 
lund is ulready great, und is fast inevensing, 
During the year 1872, for which the Go- 
vermment statistics ave complete, 170 ves 
sels, of a gross tonnage of 64,257 tons, 
and carrying crews numbering 2,216 men, 
entered the port of Auckland from places 
beyond the Colony, in addition ta a lange 
number of consting ernft, There are owned 
and yogistered at the port of Auckland 43 
sailing and 6 steam vessels of over 60 tons 
yegister, and 124 sailing and 14 steam 
vessela of under 60 tons register. ‘The 
majority of these were built in the Pro- 
vince, From its unequalled position be- 
twen tio fino harbours, being also near to 
the gold fields, and in the centro of tho 
Provincinl traffic, as well as boing in a 
Position to command the South Sea trade, 
Auckland gives promise of becoming » 
grout commercial city. Lb now possesses 
many fine public buildings and private 
rosidences, 

‘Tho Thames gold fields townslips of 
Grahamstown and Shortland are woll 
built, bué thera is no rotiable estimate of 
the presont population, It probably num- 
hers 6,000. Knupanga, tho township of the 
Coromandel gold ficld, possesses soveral 
excellent hotels; but the population is 
scattered over a number of mall townships 
convenient to difforent centres of the field, 
and cohsequontly no large township has 
heen formed, 

Nearly every sottloment or agricultural 
gontro of importance throughout the Pro- 
vineo hag its township site, with a fow 
buildings erected thereon—church, school, 
stores, und. hotels being gonerally enrliest 
on tha ground, There is a large number of 
theas embryo townships north and south of 
Auckland, in addition to those mentioned 
in the foregoing portion of this paper. 


Inpusreian Poursvirs, 
Liber Trade, 
Apart from gold mining, towhich we have 
already soforred, and agrioultuze, which we 


shall notico presently, the chief industry of 
the Province is its trade in timber. ‘Thera 
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timber exported from Auckland Province 
to places beyond the Colony was :—-Sawa, 
8,623,361 ft, ; laths and shingles, 360,800 ; 
‘oes, 1,568 ; palings, 700 ; spars, 163; not 
otherwise desoribed, 238 tons, 13 cords, 
634 packages, In addition to this, o larger 
quantity than that sont from the Colorly 
was shipped to tho Southern Provinces, 
Tho timber trade is rapidly increasing, and 
the returns for 1873 will doubtless show 
larger results. ‘The capabilities of the 
Auckland saw-mills may be gathered from 
the fhet that al the ‘To Kopma (Kaipma) 
mill, the largest in the Province, thare were 
Yonded during January, 1874, nine veasels, 
each carrying from 23,796 Zt, ta 106,682 tt. 
and taking in tho aggregate 400,090 it. of 
timber, ‘The establishment of small mills 
eapable of cutting from 4,000 ft, to 6,000 
ft. a day iy becoming of frequent occurrence, 
and has been found to pay even better, pro- 
portionately to the amount of capital in- 
vested, than Jarger mills, ‘This is a branch 
of industry to which we would draw special 
attention, ‘lhe forests, being wide spread 
over the Province, cannot be reached from 
the large mills ; and there are still numerous 
Inces where small mills could be estib- 
ished with udvantage, ‘The lmgo mills aro 
generally pluced in situations convenient 
for shipping the timber, and are kept eup- 
piled with logs by floatage down. the creeks, 

he timber tiade gives employment to 
numerous smal] vessels, und has in this way 
stimulated tho provineial industry which we 
awl class second, namely-— 


Shipbuilding, 


Tho possession of suitable timber ant 
other facilities haa led to the development 
of an important shipbuilding industry in 
this Proyince, -Auckland-bnilt vessels aro 
well known, and may be found in all the 
Southern colonics, From the 30th June, 
1868, to the 80th June, 1809, thera were 
built, in the Proyines pf Auckland, 22 
atéam aud 482 sailing vessels, ‘During the 
fusé four years this number has been very 
largely added to, Repaire and alterations 
to vessels can be chenply and capeditiously 
effected, A common practice has been to 
constrict ‘vessels at suitable plnces along 
the coast, in close proximity to fovesta, 
from which the necessary timber ean be ob+ 
tained, Auclcland can show a lovger fleot 
of small craft locally built than any other 
port in Now Zealand or the Austmlion 
colonies, The ruling rate for the consbruc- 


ure’ twenly Jarge snw-mills and amuny tion of vessels thoroughly staunch and faith- 
enialler milla at work in varlous parts of fally built is £8 ia £0 por ton, builder's 


the Province, 


dn 1872 the quantily of measnroment, {or hull and apais, 
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Kauri Gum. 


This is specially an Auckland product, 
found in no other part of the wald. Over 
a large avea of land which has been ex- 
hausted by kauri forests in past ayes, and 
is now barren and almost unit for caltiva- 
tion, the gum that has exuded from the 
dead trees 1s found ut n depth of from 2 fl, 
to 3ft, This gum is an mmportani article 
of commerce, being found valuable for the 
manufneturo of varnish ; and itis calculated 
that two thougund men have nt times been. 
employed, in various parts of tho Province, 
digying it, there boing no restriction placed 
upon tho right to dig on Government waste 
lands. The great domand for Inbour in 
other directions has reduced the number of 
gum-diggers, but the trade still gives om- 
ployment to a section of the population, 

its importance may be estimated fiom tho 

fact that in the last three yours for which 
the statistics are complete—namely, 1870, 
1871, and 1872—no less than 14,276} tons 
of the gum wero exported, the valuo of 
which amountod to £497,100. ‘Iho Maoris 
bring 2 considerable quantity to marlot, 
The buying price of fiist-clasy kauri gum at 
Auckland, in March, 1874, was £30 to £33 
per ton, At that price, gum-diggers would 
carn from 30s, to £4 a weok, according to 
the nature of the field they wore working 
on, ‘Tha average carnings would, howover, 
bo about £2 a week. ‘Tho worle possesses 
attractions for many on account of its freo~ 
dom, tho labourer working and resting when 
he pleases, 


Phormium Vibye (New Zealand Flac). 


There avo scattered over the Provineo 
munorous mills for the propuration of this 
fibre, buv in conmequence of the fall in priea 
the quantity produced has lately dinini hed 
considerably ; mill-ownors finding that the 

resent rate for good prapired Lhormium 
tes to £20 por ton) will not remunorate, 
‘The chief cost in connection with flax-mills 
ig the motive power. Tho machines are all 
locally made, simple of construction, nnd 
shenp. tho plant itsolf’ grows wild in 
nearly all parts of the Province, and the 
vight to out flax upon wasto lands may be 
purchased from the Government ata very 
low price, ‘he building required for a flax- 
mill need not be a large or expensive oree- 
tion ; but it is nevessary to havo # goad dry 
stora-room and a press for packing tho 


halos, Tho ptofits from flax preparation soap 


Gepend in o grent mensuro upon tho witua- 
tion of the mill, and the cost of getting tho 

eon leaf to the iill and the prepared fibro 
o market, Boya and women ave largely 
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employed in these mills, Tho prepared 
Phormevem, stutable for rope-making, ox- 
ported from the Provinee in the yeur 1873, 
awas 1,497 tons, valued ab £27,783, 


Rope Making. 


The manufacturo of rope from prepared 
Phormium is now an industry of some 
importenes in Auckland, but might bo 
more cntensive. Tn consequence of the 
opposition of Mnglish rope makers to the 
use of Phormium, or at least to paying for 
ita prico proportionate to that given for 
Manilla hemp, it has boon found moro 
profitable to munufactivo tho ropes horo 
than to export the file in bales. Auckland- 
made rope gonorally moets with a ready 
market. ho cordugo from Anelkland 
manufactories has been tested on Ber 
Majesty’s war vessels visiling the port, 
and hes been highly commonded ; and 
similar commendations from tho oflicors of 
an Amoricen und an Italian war vessel, 
which visited the port, have heen pub- 
Jished, It has also beon put to the most 
trying fests in ordinary went, and has come 
out satisfactorily, During © late sovero 
gale at Auckland, it was fonnd that tho 
1ope, whon subjected to the samo strain as 
Manillx, remained unbroken, whilo the 
other gavo way. ‘his industry is worthy 
of the attention of practical ropo makers 
contemplating omiyration, the chetpness 
and plentifulness of tho material being of 
the utmost importance, while the market 
in this and tho neighbowing colonies is 
almost unlimited, During 1872, cordago 
do tho amount of 1,057 owl, and in value 
£2,406, was oxported from Anclkland, 
Thoro was also of course a largo quintity 
used within the Province or sent to other 
parts of the Colony, Samples of Auckland 
rope in common wear may be sean on most 
Hnglish vessels tading to Auvkland, A. 
cublo of 12 in, in eireumferenco and 120 
fathoms Jong, was lately plicod on board 
the ship Hindostan, to ordor, and should 
bo inapeoted by all interested whilu that 
vessel is in London, 

Soap Boiling. 

This industry hax beon carried on so 
succossfilly in Auckland, thut forcign soaps 
are slit ont of the markot. ‘The loaut 
soup is sold ni from £22 to £82 pay tou. 
‘The dip candles consumed are also all made 
in the Province, In 1872, the export of 
amounied to 322 cwb, ‘The article 
produced is reully of very atporior quality, 


Foundries, 
Tho foundries of Auckland are amongst 
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its most important industries, giving em- 
ployment to about 250 hands. The engi- 
neers’ shops are furnished with steam 
hammers, drills, planing machines, &c,, 
and are capable of making very heavy 
castings. Nearly all kinds of machinery, 
engines, and boilers for steam vessels, bat- 
teries for crushing quartz, &o., are manu- 
factured with expedition. The’ capital 
invested in this branch of industry is 
very large. 


Distillery and Breweries. 


A distillery has been established at 
Auckland, which manufactures a large 
amount of spirits of all kinds and of ex- 
cellent quality, The breweries are also 
extensive, and do a very consicerable 
business. Breweries have been established 
likewise at Onehunga, Thames, Coromandel, 
Tauranga, and the Waikato. 


Furniture, Cabinet Making, &e. 


The woods of Auckland Province are 
ominently adapted for the manufacture of 
furniture ; and, timber being cheap, sub- 
stantial household furniture, such 1s fables, 
dvawers, wardrobes, &o,, is sold at as low a 

ico in Auckland ag in Great Britain, 
fancy cabinet making also flowishes, somo 
of the native woods being eminently 
adapted for that purpose, ‘The bulk of 
the furniture in use in the Provineo is 
locally mado, 


Coal Mining. 


This industry is ono that requires de- 
veloping, as there are many tracts of land 
known to possess deposits of coul, which 
are yet pormitted to lie waste, Some of 
these have been referred to in the remarks 
on the mineral resources of the Province. 
The Kawakawa mine, at the Ray of Islands, 
nt present gives omployment to from 80 to 
100 men, New workings are being opened 
up. ‘The mine has yielded as much as 
3,200 tons of coal in one month, and with 
tho new worlcings the yield will doubtless 
be large. Tho demand is much groater 
thon the supply. The General Assembly 
has voted £40,000 for the construction of & 
railway from the mine to deep water, in 
order to facilitate shipments. coal mine 
at Whangarei, which was worked some 
years ago and was subsequently closed, has 
lately been re-opened, Ospitalists might 
find a profitable feld for investment in tho 
provincial coal measures, 


Miscellaneous Industries. 


In addtiion to’ thoxe mentioned above, 
the following industries have been developed 
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to 2 greater or lesy extent in Auckland, 
and generally with considerable suocess + 
Manufacture of agricultural implements, 
boots, biscuits (fancy and cabin) bricks, 
bone-dnst, baskets, bellows, bookbinding, 
cordials, cooperage, coffee-roasting, drain 
pi es and coarse pottery, coach building, 

curing, glassware, (blown and moulded 
only), hats, jewellery (chiefly with Colonial 
stones and gold), flow, ovens, printing, 
preserved ments, sauces, snddlory, sashes 
and doors (by steam machinery), suger 
boiling, stone cutting, shirt making, tailor- 
ing, tanneries, tinware, venetian blinds, and 
other lesser industries, 


Industries likey to be Profitable. 


There nve many industries not yet estab- 
lished, which conld not fail of success if 
started on a proper footing. Of the larger 
and more important works we might men- 
tion the manufacture of paper, for which 
the Phormiwm fibre furnishes excellent 
material, Tho extent of the local market 
for the product of such a manufactory is 
indicated by tho fact that the value of the 
annual import of paper exceeds £26,000, 

Woollen mills have been successfully os- 
tablished in Nelson and Otago ; and there 
is a good opening for ono or more in Auck- 
Jand. ‘The woollens imported into the 
Colony in 1872 wero valued at £123,283, 

Discoveries of kerosine havo been xe- 
pentely mado in the Province without, ex- 
copt in one instance, any boring operations 
being made in order to test their value, 
Yet the Colony continues to import, yearly, 
kerosino to the value of £45,000, 

Vine growing and the manufacture of 
wine might be carried on with a certainty 
of a large profit by any one possessing 
practical knowledge and the necessmy 
capital, Tho annual import of wine into 
the Colony oxceads £74,000 in value. Tho 
duty on forcign wine would be a protection 
to the local manufgeturer, The climate is 
well adapted for the culture of grapes. 

Tobacco of excellent quality is being 
grown and manufactured on a small scale 
eighteon miles south of Auckland, and has 
prved remunerative. This industry might 

e advantageously extended, thero being a 
good local market, as is indicated by an- 
nual imports valued at £57,486 for tobacco, 
and £19,561 for cigars. 

For the manufacture of 250 tons of beet 
sugar in the Colony, the Government have 
offered a bonus of £2,000 ; and as this root 
flourishes in the Province of Auckland, 
thero is a great inducoment for any 
capitalist to embark in the industry, ‘The 
Auckland farmers express their willingnoss 
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to graw the necessary crop, if a local mar- 
kb. for thoir produce be guranteed, 

The const fisheries are capable of being 
largely doveloped. A Government bonus 
of ds, per owt, had beon offered for all salt 
or- preserved fish prepared in, aud éxported 
and sold out of, the Colony between 1st Au- 
gust, 1872, and 1st Novembor, 1879, At pre- 
sent over £18,000 worth of preserved and 
£8,000 of salted fish are being imported into 
the Colony annually, No attempthas been 
made to utilize the pottery clays of the 
Provinos, although earthenware, owing to 
breakage, commands a high price, ‘Tho 
imports of earthenware ench year amount 
to over £16,126, and of china to £6,241. 
‘Che climate is well adwpted for the growth 
of hops, which are now cultivated toa small 
extent, but there is still ¢28,000 worth 
imported annually, We shall enumerate 
below a number -of articles now impo 
for which the material might be found 
within the Province of Auckland, and their 
manufacture might, with skilful mana 


“ment, become thriving local industries, 


‘Tho figures appetided represent: tho yaluo 
af tlio goods of. ench class imported in tho 
yoar 1872 :—Baga and sacks (Phormium 
fibro suitable), £91,932 ; buckets and tubs, 
£1,486 3 brushwave and “brooms, £11,929 
hottled fruits, £8,099 ; cement, £10,640 ; 
confectionery, £17,769; matches, £26,227 ; 
tobacco.. pipes, £7,747 5 twine, £6,363 ; 
vinega, £7,042 ; woodware, £9,386, That 
many of theso industries havo nob been 
commenced: before is no doubé dus to. the 
numerous openings for. the investinent of 
eipitil in the Colony which present them- 
aelves to, investors, ‘Tho Govornmont offer 
& bonus ‘of £5,000 for the» production of 


“1,000 tona of iron in tho Colony, 


‘Tne Cragsys Leet To SuvckED IN 
pay * AUCKLAND, 


Tt must bo ynderstood that large manu- 
fnotories for Jace-making, atocking-making, 
and: siviilay. industries, which glye  ent- 
ployment-to a considerable. population in 
England,-haye not yot been ostablished in 
Auckland, nor in any other part. of the 
Oolony.. ‘ho trades requiring skilled lo~ 
hour nré principally those ‘enumerated in 


‘tho list of industrics noticed in the preced~ 


ing pages. For oxample, twiat hands, and 
other persons omployed in Jace. and stook~ 
ing manwfactorics- or cotton-mills, need 


i Not go to. the Colony seeking omployment, 


“> Unless prepared £0 forsake thelr old modes 


Of life and to strike out new paths, If 


‘adapted to this, and industrious, no ons 


heed despair of auccoss, - “Lhoro is no open+ 
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ing for additional retail shops in Auckland ; 
but persons possessing a smell or largo 
capital, and prepared to commenco manu- 


facturing industries, cannot fail to succeed ; 


this is the class most wanted. In conse- 
quence of the extensive public works now 
going on, Inbourers gre in great demand, 
the great wants of the Province aro practi~ 
cal farmors and agricultural labourers, 
Farm Jabourors may here become Janded 
proprictors, By hiring ont their sorvioes 
rom time to time to neighbouring settlers 
and on public works, while bringing their 
own propertios under cultivation, they may 
—as many havo dono before—found for 
themselves comfortable homesteads, Tho 
great complaint of employers of firm labour 
in the Province is, that the best mon ao 
soon Ienve them to commence on thoi own 
account, Tenalo servants cannot fall to 


rted succeed here, if honest and industrious, 


The immense undeveloped’ mineral wealth 
of the Province of Auckland holds out, as 
wo havo shown, almost nnequalled induco- 
ments to ca pitaliats 3 but persons practionlly 
acquainted with mining, even though pos. 
sessing little cnpitu, havo good chances of . 
suocess, Acres of ground known to con. 
tain coul, iron, or copper, have heen oflored 
for sale at yory low prices, Tho known 
gold-producing districts of the Provinces 
aro only vory partially doveloped, whilo 
other districts helieved to be gold-bearing : 
avo nob yot opened to mining entorprise, 
These offer good fields for tho employment 
of a large mining population. «Another 
class for whose ciroumatances the Province 
has peculiav advantages, is: that of persona 
who have-small private incomes. re these 
only knew the cheapness of living and, tho 
comfort in tho colonies, they would: ho: 
longer enduro tho miseries. of -straitened 
ciroumstances, Pensioners may live better 
on theiv pay in Auckland than in Mnglund ; 
and this clas is alrondy largely representod. 
in tho Province. Persons without menng 
and with no particular calling will find 
themselves better off. in an. old. country : 
they need not emigrate, The samo muy 
he said of those who hops to secure a Go- 
vernment situation, or have vague notions 
that gold may bo got in the colonics without 
worl, 
Europe. -Industry.is tiecessary to sicotas 
in every purt of tho colonies, seh at (oh 


Dann. Laws, 


Special Advantages of Anetlond, 
- The special advantage of Atiokland. to 


farmers ‘and others who. contemplate ulti - 


mately settling to agricultural pursuit, ig. 


These. had: much better remain. in: .. 
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the cheapness of fond. Under “The 
Auckland Waste Lunds Act, 1870,” oj us 
ié fs move generally termed, “The Home- 
stead Act,” provision is made for the acqui- 
sition of Jand by bond jide occupation and 
cultivation, Several blocks of land have 
been proclaimed as open for occupation 
under this Act, and there is yet much land 
of good quality lying unproductive, which 
will he brought within the operation of the 
Act from time to time as the blocks now 
open become settled upon. This Province 
is the only one in which frep grants of lund 
are held out by the Government as an in- 
ducement to immigration and settlement, 
Thore is in Auckland a market for much 
nore produce than the Province ab present 
raises. The import of breadstulls at the 
poit of Auckland from 1st January to 31st 
October, 1872, amounted to 8,489 tons; 
oats, 126,497 bushels; barley, 21,258 
bushels ; bran, 14,795 bushels; maize, 
85,368 bushels. Potatoes and other pro- 
duce are also extensively imported, 


Low to obtain a Free Grant of Land. 


The course prescribed by the Aucklond 
Waste Lands Act for acquiring a farm, is 
simple, Any person of eighteen years of 

© or upwards is entitled to take posses- 
aion, of forty acres of Jand upon any of the 
blocks proclaimed from time to time under 
the Act, provided that not more than 200 
acres can be held by any number of persons 
living in one household. Persons desirous 
of taking up sections must proceed to the 
district whero land has been thrown open, 
and after examining the lots and amalcing 
their solections, they must lodge an applion- 
tion with the duly nuthorized surveyor, 
known oa the Resident Surveyor, who lives 
near the block, If no previous application 
haa heen entered, the applicant will be held 
to be in possession ; whore two applications 
are received simultaneously, the Resident 
Surveyor decides by lot, in the prestnee of 
the applicants. When lot has heen 
seouted in the manner described, the holder 
must, ab his own expense, get the land sur- 
veyed, and deliver to the Waste Gands 
Office, within six months after taking 
possession, a correat plan of the selection, 

pon receipt of this plan, the Waste Lattds 
Commissionor issues a certificate, and after 
three years’ bond fide occupation by the 
individual by whom the land has been 
applied for, and one-fifth opltivation, a 
Crown gant will be issued, the, ocoupier 
thug becoming sole proprietor, i the land 
is brought inte complete cultivation, 9 
Crown prunt, will be issued af any time 
within the three years presorihed for the 
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right by occupation, Provision is mado in 
the Act for the ttuusfer of to original 
ocoupier’s ight at the expiration of ono 
year from tho date of taking possession, 
and also for cases of death; but claims 
will become void—except in the event of 
complete cultivation —unless the lond is, in 
each case, actually occupied for the term 
prescribed in the Act by the person to 
whom the certificate has been issued, or his 
substitute by transfer. Provision is mado 
for the puichase of adjoining lands at 10s. 
per acte, when desired to complete a farm 


Govertinent Land Sales, 


In tho remarks on the area of the Pro- 
vince, there has been given an estimate of 
the amount of land in the possession of the 
Government, ‘The general country Jands 
are usually offered by the Provincial Go- 
vernment for sale by auction at an upset 
price of 10s, per acre, Tots so offered aro 
sold to the highest bidder; but any lots 
not then purchased remain open for seleo- 
tion for twelve months, Any perdon 
desirous of securing a section of land may, 
by applying to the Waste Lands Office in 
Auckland, ascertain what Innds in any 
district have thus become subject to pur- 
chase at 10s, an acre. Tho Government 
are gpening up ronds throughout the coun- 
try districts as rapidly as possible, in which 
process they are being aided by Highwa; 

joards ; and these works have been a greal 
assistance td country settlers without oa- 
pital, who have thus been enabled to earn 
money for their support, while btinging 
their own lands under cultivation, 


Improved Farmé. 


Many formors with small capital prefer, 
and no doubt wisely, to purchase a par- 
tinlly-improved farm, rather thun go on to 
waste lands and bring virgin soil undor 
otiltivation, These may desire to know 
what prospect there is of purchasing or 
renting farms. _ Few persons pare to go on 
a rented faim when they can secure a free- 
hold at a comparatively small price, ‘Phere 
ate, howeyer, 2 few rented farms in tho 
vicinity of Auckland, which are held at 
varying rates, Respecting the prospect of 
purchasing imprdyed farms, a botter guide 
ag to price cannot he given than that fur- 
nished by the advertising columns of an 
Auckland paper of 26th March, 1874. 
From # large number of notices of land 
and farms for sale, wo select the following + 
— Faint, 315, acres freehold, and 20,000 
nores leaschold, for ten yoats, with 60 head 
of asttie, 900 sheep, 12 horses, fyrmin: 
implementa six-roomed house and outhullde 
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ings, price £2,000; or without the sheep 
£1,000. £ Farm of 300 acres at Wainku, 
160 acres in grass, with eight-roomed dwel- 
ling-houge.” “Desirable homestead and 
farm of 200 acves, all fenced, in Waikato 
district.” “Farm, of 60 acres at Hunni, 
with small house, a few acres in grass, price 
£60,” “Tarm of 30 acres, nineteen miles 
from Auckland, with good residence, stab- 
King for forty horses, coach-house, barn, &., 
price £460.” * For gale, price £600, a com- 
fortable homestead and 2,600 acres of good 
land, situated in the Gulf of the Thames, 
ten-miles from Grahamstown. The improve- 
ments already mado will give and imme- 
diate return to cover interest on the amount 
of the purchaso money.” ‘Tor gale, in one 
or more lots, a block of 2,800 acres, princi- 

ally volcanic Innd, fenced and considerably 
improved, nbout thirty-five miles by rail 
from Auckland, with a passenger station in 
the centre of tho property.” There are 
other similar announcements, with offers of 
large estates; but those cited gbove are 
sufficient to show that farmers desirous of 
purchasing improved Jand will not be loft 
without choice, 


Tne Lanoun Manxer, 


Tho following list of rates of wages has 
heen compiled from what was actually being 
wid in Auckland and the surrounding 
stricts in March, 1874. It is to be ob- 
served that in all mechanical trades, and 
for labourers in general, the standard day’s 
work. is eight hours, Shops usually close 
At six pam, except on Saturday. 

Agricultural labourers: Very great de- 
mand, especially for men having « general 
knowledge of farm work, Married couples 
(with board), £60 to £70 per annum; 
general farm labourers, 16s, to 20s. par 
week (with board) ; ploughmon, 16s, to 20s, 

ex week (with board); boys able to milk, 
3, to 103, per week, 

Accountanta and book-keopers, from £3 
to £5 per week—demand very limited, 

Bakera ; good demand. Wages for foro- 
men, £2 por week and board, or £2, 10s. 
without board. ’ 

Coach-builders : First-class hands, 10s, 
per day ; second-rate tradesmen, 8s, Coach- 
paintors, similar rates, Business is risk, 
and good artisans are required, 

Boot and Shoemakers: Journeymen 
carn from 7s. to 83. per day of sight hours, 
but men working on piece oarn up to £4 
per week, The trade is very well supplied 
ab present with Jabour. 

ricklayors : Trade is very brisk, Briok- 
layer, 11s, per day ; hodmen, 88, 
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Bushmen, 26s, per week and board, 
estimated as equal to £2 per week. 

Bottlers, and men employed about brew: 
eries and distilleries, £2 to .£2, 5s, per 
week, 


Boys for country stores, &e., 83. to 128, 
per weelc and bonrd. 

Blacksmiths, 93. to 11e, per day. 

Carters Gn town), £1 6s, to £2 6s, per 
week, 

Wagoners {in country), £2 to £2, 10s, per 
week, 

Cnbinet-makers, 83, per day when om- 
ployed constantly in the shop. 

Cooks: Male, 203, to 608, per woek 5 
female, 16s, to 20s. 

Carpenters ; Trade brisk ; wages, 9s, to 
10s. per day, ‘ 

Clerks ; too many offering ; wages, £2 to 
£3 per week. 

Coal-miners (at Kawakawa) : Most of the 
work is lot by contract. Skilled coul-cutters 
can entn from 10s, to 128. per day, and are 
scarce. Labourers at the mine receive from 
@s. to 7s.; engineer, 12s, ; stoker, Os, 3 
carpenters, 8s, to 98, ; blacksmiths, 9s, to 
10s, per dey, 

Drapers’ assistants: Wages vary in 
different establishments from £2 to £4 per 
week, 

Ditchers, 6s. Gd. per day, 

Gardeners : Inndscaps, 98, per day ; ditto, 
plain, noting as grooms, bs, per week and 

ard. 

Governesses, £50 to £70 per annum ; 
nursery, £30 to £60. ' 

Vousemaids; In gontlemon’s families, 
19s, to 15s, per week; in country hotols, 
12s, to 15s. ; in town hotels, 10s, to 153, 

Engineers: Business brisk: 260 men 
employed in the local workshops ; wages, , 
8s, to 12s, por day, according to skill. 

Labourers on the roads and vailways: 
Demand in excess of supply. Wages 6s. 
to 7s. per day. 

Milliners meet with ready employment at 
from 20a, to 40s, 

Needlewomen earn from 128. to £1 per 
week, - 

Jewellers (working): Trade supplied, 
Wages, £3 per week. 

Millers, £2. bs, to £3 per week, None 
offering, 

Painters; The current vates are 8g, to Os, 
per day. 

Printers; Compositors, £2 to £9, bs. par 
week ; newspaper work, 1s. per thousand ; 
pressmen, £2 to £2, 5s, In country offices 
compositors eam from 62, Ss, to £2, 10s, 5 
atone-hands and olickers, £3 to £4, 63, 

Polishers : Piece-work, at tho rte of 
about 8s, per day, 
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Shipwrights: Trade ts vory brisk, and 
the standard yates of wages in March, 1874, 
wad from 10s, to 12s, per day. 

Stonemasons in demand, at 12s. per day. 

Storemen : In country, 303, and board ; 
in town, £2 to £2, 103, per week, 

Servants (female): General servants, 
Jarge demand and few offering. Sitnations 
for many more, Wages, town, 8a. to 10s. 
per week ; country, 103, to 12s, 

Tanners; Wages for tanners vary from 
£2 to £4 por week; curriers, on piece- 
work, from £2, 10s. to £4; Inbomers ut the 
tanyards, 36s, to 45s, por week. ‘Tanners 
and curviers readily obtain employment. 

Tailors: Average earnings about £2 per 
week, although some steady mon earn up 
to £4, Good entters receive about £5 ; 
tniloreases, 203, 

Upholsterers are paid by piece-work, and 
average 8s. per duy. 

As to other trades in general, such as 
butchers, suddlers, plumbers, &c., it may be 
said generally that the wages rango from 
£2 to £3 por week, 

The common practice where rations form 
part payment is to board and cook for tho 
workmen, The rations, therefore, are not 
weighed, but full brealfast, dinner, and tea 
ore allowed, and fresh meat is invariably 
included when obtamable, At the East 
Coast saw-mills, galt meat and poultry 
frequently form the chief items of the daily 
fava, 


Wages on Gold-fialds. 


The following rates rule on the Thames 
and Coromendel Gold-fields — 

Mino managera, £200 to £600 per annum, 

Per day: Good miners, 7s. Gd, to 8s. ; 
truckers, 7s, ; blacksmiths, 10s,; earpen- 
tera, 10s. ; foroman of shift, 10s, ; ongine- 
driver, 10s, ; bracemen, 83, dd. ; amelga- 
mator, 93, ; feedors, 63. ; Inbourers, 63, 


Cos or Livina, 


‘The cost of food in Auckland is lower than 
in Great Britain, and the labouring classes 
use a much mot generous diet, ,Housa 
rent and clothing axe, however, dearer. 
The cheapness of meat especial] 
tho newly-arrived immigrant. ‘The folléw- 
ing were the retail prices of provisions in 
Auckland in March, 1874. Some of the 
articles are at times lower, Butter and 
eggs, for instance, are sometimes sold ag 
low as a shilling por pound and per dozen 
respectively ; milk 4d, and Bd. a quart; 
and potatoes, £3 to £4aton, The rates 

iven below are taken at the dear season of 
the year, Bread 3}d. to 4d, per 2b, loaf: 
milk, per quart, Gd. ; butter (fresh), 1s, 6d. 


surprises, 
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to 1s. 8d.; cheese (new), 8d, to 1s. 5 eggs, 
per dozen, is. 9d. ; lard, 6d, ; fowls, pair, 
4s. Gd. to 5s.; ducks, each, 5s, to 63.5 
geese, each, 5s. to Gs. ; turkeys, fis, to 7s, 
3d. ; bacon, per Ib., 8d, to 10d, ; hams, 9d. 
to 1s. ; salt butter, 1s, 3d. to 1s, 6d. ; po- 
tatoes, Gs, dd. per owt. ; beef, per Ib, 4d. to 
7d. ; mutton, 4d, to 6d. ; pork, 6d, ; veal, 
64, ; flour, bakers’ price, d. per 1b. ; fire- 
wood, cut, 14s, Gd. per ton, delivered. 


Wholesale Rates of Breadstufis and 
Produce. 


Flour, millers’ price, per ton, first quality, 
£17 ; fine flour, household, £14; Adelnide 
flour, £18; Canterbury, £12 to £14; sc- 
conds, £12 ; sharps, £7, 104, ; bran 1s. 6d., 
per bushel ; wheat, Canterbury, N, Z,, 53, 
3d. to 6s, 6d.; Adelaide, 7s, Gd.; Auck- 
land, 6s. 6d. per bushel, Cabin biscuit por 
100 Ib. vetail, 228, ; maize, 7s, 6d, good 
very scarce; oats, 4s, 6d. to 5s, per bushel; 
potatoes, £5. t0 £5 103.; hay, £2 to £4, 
10s, per ton ; chaff, £6, 103. per ton, 


WeconrstasricaL, 


The founder of reliyious missions in 
New Zeuland was the Rev. Samuel Mare- 
den, for many years principal chaplain of 
New South Wales. He first arrived in 
that Colony in the yenr 1784, and he died 
thero in 1838. At his residence in Para- 
matta he was ncoustomed, in accordance 
with his noted habits of hospitality, to 
entertnin Maori visitors—a many as thirty 
individuals of that nation wore on some 
occasions observed to be guests of Mx. 
Maradon at one time, Ho formed a high 
estimate of the race, and was anxious for 
their becoming civilized and Christians, 
During his visit to England, in tho years 
1808 und 1609, he succeeded in making 
arrangements for the establishment of » 
New Zealand mission; aud for that pur- 
pose, on ‘his return to Sydney, he was 
accompanied by two persons who had 
offered themselves for that service, The 
maassaore of the crew and. passengers of the 
ship Boyd, however, in 1809, caused the 
commencement of operations to he post- 
sponed, the Governor of New South Wales 
forbidding the principal Chaplain to von- 
turo on a yisit to New Zealand. This 
Massacre ocourred at Whangaron, and was 
an aot of rey or retaliation, on account 
of the flogging of the son of a. chief resident 
in the district, who, with some othor Muozis, 
had undertaken to work thoir passages 
on board of Boyd from Sydney to Now 
Zeuland. ‘Tho Probibition ‘was removed in 
1814, and Mz, Marsden then proceeded to 
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New Zealand for the first time, making the 
voyage ina brig (the Active) which he had 
peer for missionary purposes, and 
aving with him the fist three mission- 
aries to this country, tud also some chiefs 
of the Bay of Islands who had been his 
guests at Parainatta, The expedition ar- 
rived at Rangihoua, on the north side of 
that bay, in Decomber ; and the first cele- 
bration of public worship, was there con- 
ducted by Mr, Marsden, on the Sunday 
following, which happoned to be Christmas 
Day, Max, Marsden visited New Zentland 
m all seven times. JFrom the Bay of 
Telatidd ahd its neighbourhood the opera- 
tions of the Church Missionary Society 
were gradually extended to the Thames, 
and, td the central and southert districts 
of the North Island, 

The favour accorded to the New Zealand 
mission ab the outset by tho neighbouring 
Natives was mainly duo to the influence 
of a remarkable young man, Ruatara, the 
principal chief of Rangihoua, who is also 
noted as having introduced into New Zea- 
land the cultivation of wheat and the 
making of flow and bread. Ruataa had 
been, in edtly youth, very anxious to visit 
England and to see King George, and for 
this purpose he left his native country in 
tho year 1805, when sbout eighteen years 
of age, Aftet various adventures, and 
having suffered much hardship, he arrived 
at the docks of London, in a vessel called 
the Santa Amia, in 1809, Here he was 
defrauded of the stipulated wages, pre- 
vented from being much on shore, and 
finally put on board the Ann, a ship which 
was leaving for Sydney. In this ship Mr, 
Marsden was a passenger, returning from 
his visit to England ; and a few days after 
the commencement of the voyage he ob- 
served on the forecastle a man of dark 
colour, who appeared to be sickly and dis- 
consolate, This was Ruatara, who, in con- 
sequencd of tho attentions of Mr, Marsden 
aud others, recovered his health, and at the 
termination of tho yoyags remained for 
some nionths ab the principal chaplain’s 
residence, where ho employed imself chiefly 
in learning agriculture. On leaving for 
New Zealand, he took with him a supply 
of wheat. In 1814, Mr. Marsden des- 

atehed his brig, the Active, to the Bay of 
‘slands, with an invitation to Ruatara to 
visit Paramatta again, and to bring with 
lim gome other friendly chiefs, A presont 
highly neceptable to Ruatara was conveyed 
to him on this occasion, that of ¢ hand-mill 
for grinding his wheat, The invitation was 
accepted, and among. thoss who_ accom 
panied Ruatara was his vincle Hougi, » 
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chief already noted as a warrior, and nfter- 
wards a person of great eclebrity. The 
whole party retuned to New Zealand in 
company with Mr, Maraden, near the end of 
the same year (2814). The Active on this 
occasion carried also a number of horses, 
oxen, sheep, and poultry; and this was 
the first naturalization in New Zealand of 
any quadruped larger than the pig. Rua- 
tara became ill during Mr. Marsden’s visit, 
and died soon after, Like Hongi, without 
becoming 2 disciple of the new religion, he 
favoured the protection of missionarios, 
and cultivated the acquaintance of the 
Pakeha, While not legs adventurous than 
Hongi, he was exempt from that fierce love 
of war by which his uncle was charac- 
terized.* 

The Wesleyan mission in New Zealand 
was founded by the Rev. Samuel Leigh, 
who took up his residenco at Whangnroa, 
among the tribe Ngatipo, in the year 1823. 
George, the notorious chief of Ngatipo, 
was at that time dead; but his spirit of 
hostility to the whites appears, in some 
measure, to have survived in his tribe, 
The missionaries at Whangaton were so 
treated that on one occasion they fled to 
the church missionary station at Kerikeri; 
but they soon after returned, 

In 1826 the mission premises at Whan- 
garoa were finally plundered and destroyed 
by a potion of Hongi’s forces, in his war 
against Ngatipo. This violence was in 
contiayention of orders given by Hongi. 
Tho missionaries took refuge in the church 
missionary stations at the Bay of Islands, 
whence they proceeded to Sydney. After 
a few months’ stay there they returned to 
Now Zealand, to Hokianga, on the north- 
western coast, where, in 1828, they es- 





* “Ho was indeed a noble specimen of 
hnman nature in its savage state. His 
obaracter was cast in tho mould of heroes. 
At tho vory period of his death, after ten 
years of a8 muck privation, danger, and 
hardship as natove dould well boar, his cour. 
age was unsubdued, and his patriotism and 
enterprise unabated. He told Mr. Marsden, 
with a air of trinmph, ‘TI have now intro. 
dnoed ths onltivation of wheat ints New 
Zealand. New Zeuland will besomg a prent 
country, Iti two years mote I shnll be able 
to oxport wheat to Poré Jdcksonin éxchbige 
for hoes, axes, spades, tea and sigar.' Ho 
had made aivangemonts Jor farming on & 
large sdale, and had fornmied his plat for 
building a hew town with regular streats, 
after the European mode, ..... Had ho 
lived) he would have been the Ulysses of hia 
Ithaca, perhapsits Alfrod."—Lijfe of Marsdorts 

+ On the west of the Bay of Islands, 
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tablished a permanent mission, The ope- 
rations of tho Wesleyan Missionary Sovisty 
wera pradually extended on the western 
side of the Island, 

A. French nobleman and_ ecclesiastic, 
Bishop de Pompallicr, founded the Roman 
Catholio Mission in New Zealand, Ac- 
companied by two priests, he landed at 
Hokianga in the year 1837. Sections of 
tho Native tribes in tho northern portion 
of the Island, and also in the central and 
other districis, accepted adhesion to the 
church of that accomplished and benevolent 
prelate. 

At the time New Zealand was con- 
stituted n British Colony, the greater part 
of the aboriginal race Prefosged | the Chris- 
tiyn religion, and the movement was in 
rapid progress, The rapidity of the chango 
at that time may be ascribed, in a great 
degree, to the eagerness with which the 
Natives universally acquired the arb of 
reading ; while the only books printed in 
the Maori language wore portions of the 
Holy Bible, and other publications pertain- 
ing to religion, 

Auckland and Taranalsi combined con- 
stitute at present the dioceso of the Anglican 
Bishop of Auckland, In the Auckland 
Province, there are thirty-one other clergy- 
men of this denomination, of whom seven 
are Mroris, The Presbytery of Auckland 
comprises fifteen clergymen, The Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Auckland presides over 
fifteen slengymen. The clergymen of the 
Wesleyan Church are fourteen, Tho other 
miniatera of religion in the Provineo of 
Aueldand are as follows :—Independent or 
Congrogational, 6; Primitive Methodist, 3; 
Hebrew, 1; Baptist, 1, ‘here aro a few 
other congiegations not classified as belong- 
ing to nny speoified denomination. The 
ecclesiastical endowments of any donomi- 
nation are scanty, and the ministrations of 
religion aro maintained chiefly nt tho 
expense of the several congregations, 


Enuoation. 


In the city of Auckland thero is a well- 
endowed institution named the Auckland 
College and Grammar School, which is 
affiliated to the Now Zealand University. 
The incomo accruing from the endowments 
ig ab present about £1,100, and is ‘inereas- 
ing, In connection with tho Qollege and 
Grammar School there have been established 
ton Provincial scholarships, each of which 
is tonablo foy two years, and entitles its 
holder to receive £30 a year and free 
tuition at the Grammar School, Tho 
appolniments to all the scholarships aro 
made according to the results of public 
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competitive examination, These scholar- 
ships are of two kinds, “open seholarships,” 
which are four in number, and “ common 
school scholarships.” The former are open 
to all competitors whatever of the male 
sex, and within the required limits of age. 
The latter ‘are restricted to the pupils of 
the “common schools,” that is, the schools 
supported by the Board of Education, by 
means of grants made by the Provincial 
Council, and certain educational endow- 
ments, . 

The Auckland Board of Fducation 
consisis of the following members :—His 
Honour the Superintendent of the Provinee, 
the Provincial Executive (consisting of four 
members), the Speaker of the Provincial 
Council, four pontlemen elected annually by 
the Provincial Council, and three members 
appointed for hfe by the Judge of the 
Supreme Court in Auckland. The Board of 
Education has the supremo management of 
the Auckland College and Grammar School 
and of the Common Schools. 

In all the Common Schools, instruction 
is given patuitously to pupils of both 
sexes. ‘The course of study at these achools 
comprises the usual requisites of 5 sound 
English education, with instruction of girls 
in sewing, &c, The number of these 
schools is at present 113; the number of 
tenchers is 179. 

The Anglican Church has a well-endowed 
institution located a few miles from the 
city, called St. John’s College, in which 
candidates for the ministry of that Church 
avo educated, and a general education is 
afforded to other studenty. ‘Phere is glsn a 
Church of England Grammar School in 
Parnell, a suburb of Auckland. ‘To each 
of these institutions some scholurships are 
attached. In tho city and neighbourhood, 
many schools, especially for young ladies, 
are carried on by private enterprise. 


Onarrpanin Instrrotions. 


The Provincial Government suppoits 
wholly the Provincial Hospital, which is 
situated in the city of Auckland, and tho 
Provincial Lunatic Asylum, which is within 
a few miles of the city, The following 
charitable inatitutions are aided by Pro- 
vincial grants: — Tho hospital at tho 
Thames ; the hospitql at Kapanga (Coro- 
mandel); the Orphan Home, Parnell, which 
is in connection with the Anglican Church; 
St. Mary's Orphanage, in connection with 
the Roman Catholic Church ; St, Stephen’s 
School, Anglican, occupied chiefly with 
children who are Maori or half - caste ; 
Home for Neglected and Criminal Chil- 
Gren; Ladies” Benevolent Socioty ; Old 
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Men’s Refuge; Old Women’s Refuge ; 
Women’s Home (for restoring fallen women). 
The Auckland Dispensary is supported 
wholly by voluntary subsoriptions, 


House Rent. 


Four-roomed houses in town, 6s, to 83. 8 
week. Five-1oomed cottages, 10s, to 16s, 
per week, according to situation, Six 
rooms, 12s. to 188, per week. Rates vary 
considerably, according to proximity to the 
. business pait of the city, 


Cost or Brectixg Corragss, 


Allotments in the suburbs of Auckland 
sell at from &s, to 263. per foot frontage, 
with a depth of from 60 ft. to 100 ft. The 
cost of erecting a substantial four-roomed 
weatherboard cottage, lined and papered, 
is about £150, In country districts, the 
price varies according to the facilities for 
felling timber, A four-roomed house, un- 
finished inside, may, however, be erected 
in most districts for £100. Many settlers 
in the North have raupo houses (or whares) 
put up for temporary accommodation, and 
build permanent cottages ab leisure, These 
whares may be made toleably comfortable, 
and, if kept in repair, will last for years. 
The Maoris will put one up for fron £3 
to £5, 


Prices or Fara Stoor. 


Tho following aro the current prices in 
Auckland for ordinary farm stock, in sound 
condition ;— 


Horses: Staunch draught, £40; plough 
horses, £18 to £25 ; hacks, £7 to £26. 

Cattle : rorking oxen, £10. 10s, each; 
aloies, yearlings, £2 ; three-year-old steers, 
£5 to £6, 10s. ; 

Fat _cattlo: 96s, to 82s. per 100 Ib, 
according to the season. 

Sheep: fat sheep, in summer, 8d. 
when near shearing, 44d, por Ib, 

Hulf-bred owes, Is. Id. to 25s. 

Long wools, Lincolns and Leicestors, all 
priees, according to quality, 


per lb; 


AgriconrunaL IMPLEMENTS FoR A SMALL 
Fan, 


The following is the list referred to in 
our advice to intending emigrants, It 
comprises, we believe, all the implements 
necessmry, in the ontset, on a small farm in 
the Province of Auckland, and shows their 
prices at the local ironmongers:— 
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1 light iron plough 
1 set iron-harrows.,. as 
1 searifier ... 
I set whippletrees for plough 
1 dray cart... ; 
1 cross-cut saw 
1 hand-loom 

1 American axo 
2 spades Se 
1 mattock or pick... fs 
‘Wedges, maut rings on 
Seed drill... 
Fern hook 
Scythe 


Reaping and mowing machines, choeso 

vesses, chaff machines, corn mills, horse 
Roce: pulpers, &c., are not required for two 
or three yeass, and can be always bought in 
the Colony at a slight advance on English 
prices, All the implements sold ave made 
expressly for the Colonial market, and can 
therefore ber depended on as of the right 
class. 


Apvior to Inrenpina Enroranta. 


A great mistake mado by many emi- 
grants, particularly those with a littl 
money arises from the supposition that 
nothing can be obtained in tho Colony, 
or, at any rate, that everything is very 
dear in price. Hence they expend a 
large portion of their capital, and burden 
themselves with goods which thoy find, to 
their sorrow, are absolutely useless when 
they reach their destination, A, valuablo , 
maxim for emigrants to observe is, “ Par- 
chase nothing you can possibly do without, 
but bring your capital in cach.” Clothing 
brought from England is very frequent 
unsorviceable in this climate, and Dnglish 
ugricnitural implomonts are unsuited to the 
requiroments of a bush fm, Many per- 
sons contemplating farming in the Colony 
bring out 9 number of tools, which aro 
placed in the auction mart on ayrival, and 
ave sold for anything they will fetch, and 
that is usually very littl. In order to 
show intending farmers what is roquired in 
Auckland, and their retail cost at the local 
ironmongera, we have given abovo a list 
compiled and priced at the rates current in 
Auckland hardware stores in March, 1874, 
With reference to route, tho most simple 
and best_is undoubedly by sailing vessel 
direct. If an immigrant desires to take up 
land, ho should at once proceed to the 
Provincial Waste Lands Office, and ascer- 
tain tho blocks open and terms of sale. The 
Government Immigration Officer will assiat 
him in any difficulty arising from want of 
local knowledge. ‘We would urge upon 
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PROVINCE OF AUCKLAND. 


intending settlers not to tuke up land at 
haphazard off the map 5 for however willing 
the Government officers may be to assist, 
they cannot possibly say what particular 
piece is good land or what bad; and the 
immigrant’s future success largely depends 
on his choices of good land. it will repay 
him, therefore, to visit the ground before 
selecting, The best rules to be followed in 
making selections are :— Secure a'river or 
road frontage, Mixed bush indigntes a 
good soil; but where there are many kasi 
or puriri trees, or where kauri gum is found 
beneath the surface, the soil is invariably 
oor, Wherever fern grows to a good 

eight, the soil is of fair quality; but 
where the land is covered with low ti-tico 
sorub and « plant known us the native 
fuchsia, which bears a small yellow flower, 
the soil is poor. Clay soils, when worked, 
yield well; voleanio soils are light, warm, 
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and yiold with but little cultivation, but 
are soon exhausted. Flax land is generally 
good, but where swampy, requires drainage 
and fallowing, With the exception of bush 
land, all soils require fallowing for a year. 
The customary mode of dealing with bush 
land is to fell'the bush and remove the best 
for sale, if possible, letting it lie from the 
end of October till March of the next year, 
when the fallen timber is to be burned off. 
Wheat and grass can be sown brondcast 
betweon the stunyps, as soon as the ashes 
are cool, without breaking up tho aoil or 
covering up the seod. It is not always 
that wholly bush Iand can be obtained ; 
but persons selecting should see that a 
portion of their selection is bush land, as it 
is of paramount importanco to have the 
material for firewood, building, erecting 
fences, and similar works, within ersy 
reach, 
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